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	Remote-access computer file serials, often referred to simply as electronic serials, possess characteristics that challenge our definition of the term “serial” and our ability to catalog them according to the established cataloging code.  These challenges are reflected in the library science literature, where cataloging and indexing issues have generated thoughtful discussion on the definition of serials and the purpose of catalogs.





Applying the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules to electronic serials is the subject of several articles (Graham & Ringler 1996; Shadle 1998; Shadle et al. 1997; Anderson & Hawkins 1996).  Commonly raised issues include the inability to identify the first or earliest issue of a title, a requisite for description; the ambiguity of the term “chief source” for a Web-based title with multiple sources of information; the existence of multiple formats of a work (e.g., ASCII, PostScript, and HTML) which have identical content but different presentation; the ability of issues to change content after the point of cataloging; and the question of whether to catalog print and electronic counterparts on the same record.  Hawkins (1998) provides examples of electronic serial titles which show the diversity of problems encountered when attempting to apply established rules.





	Redefining the term “serial” is a common theme in the aforementioned articles.  Hirons and Graham (1997) discuss seriality in a much broader context than just electronic serials, but the authors motivation clearly stems in part from the peculiarities of electronic serials. They propose dividing the bibliographic universe into static and ongoing publications.  In a similar vein, Graham and Ringler (1996) call for a set of descriptive rules to cover what they call “bibliographic hermaphrodites,” that is, materials not issued in successive parts but that are constantly updated, such as online databases and web sites. The limitations of defining the bibliographic world in terms of only monographs and serials are also addressed by Jones (1996).





CONSER’s response to the issue of cataloging multiple versions on one record is  discussed by Hirons (1998).  Case studies of how individual libraries have dealt with the single-record question and other challenges are to be found in Shadle et al. (1997). 





Cataloging electronic serials also raises questions about the role of the OPAC and whether it should include resources over which the library has no control (Duranceau 1995).





The indexing of electronic serials has not yet received much attention in the literature, though Rentschler (1998) described the H.W. Wilson Company’s efforts to index these publications.
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