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SUPFLEMENTAL EMPLOYMENT OF PARY-TIME FARMERS
IN THE INDUSTHIBS OF OREGON

CEAPIER I ~ INTRODUCTION

1. Semeral Objestives of the Stuly

There has developed in the past deveds, particularly during
the last five years, s widospresd and intelligemt interest in the
decontralisstion of industry, and tle developmmnt of an order of
living whish in the past has deen termed "parttime farming.”

It i this subjest--scme significant fasts concerning the
importancs of supplomental sash earnings to the posketbook of
Oregon part-time fwrmers, snd the extent to which Oregon industry
exmploys rursl labor to whioh this paper is dediocated.

More spscifiocally, we shall be concerned with: (1) the
importance of part-tims farming in Oregon, (2) the ecoupations
or relative ablilities of Oregon partetime farmers, (3) the im-
pertance of outside exployment in determining their stendard eof
living, (4) the extent to which Oregon industry employs rurel
labor, (5) the relative sucvess of part-time farmers as industrial
workers, and () the need for more sources of employmemt for rursl
labor, with some consideratian o the fislds of industry which
appear to offer the most fertils opportunities for the expamsion
of euployment for partetime farmers. In geusral, partioulsar atten-
tion will be paid to the subjest of rural labar and industry frem
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2. Mt is Part-time Farsing

By part-time farming, or the subsistence homsstead movement,
a8 it 18 oftentines more specifisslly celled,'is mesnt that mode of
1mwmohmwm‘muuuummumumm
they have an opportunity to produoe s part of the famlly living s
a supplemsnt to their sash earnings from industrial empleyssot.

Nore fully, it has to do with farms operated by families in
mnhmwmd&m&wuumdmwmmlw-
nent for wages, or the operation of a small business, and the farm-
mmémommmmm;wmm;mb-
mnmwmmmwwnuugmw
off their plase.

ammrmwmummmuuwmwm
sidered to be a trast of land utilized primsrily fer providing s
femily with some of its own food reguirements, fusl and home site,
and ouly incldentally producing small surpluses for the mariket.
1t is both a home and a socurce of insome. The relative importance
of the two aspects is, however, given differsnt weight by differemt
individuals. In some osses the home and garden aspect predominates;

moﬂuﬂmuzﬂngh,orhmum,ﬁam

T Ho distinetion is made in this papsr in ths meaning of"part-time
farms® and "subsistense homestesd.” Both terms shall earry the
same interpretation throughout.
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importent festure. Since the grest majority of part-tine farmers

are primsrily interested in having a rural homs for tis famlily snd
garden produce for ths table, it is prodably not entirely sorvect

to oconsider holdings which are the squivalent of & full-time fam

business for one man a8 & part-time farm, even though the hosd of

the family mey hold soms outsids position or employmsat.

3. Ossuremce of Part-time Farning in Oregon

A large portion of Oregon's farming is already of & small
or part-time sharester. Ascording to 1950 osnsus data,l there were
$6,100 farms in Oregom in 1829, and of this nwber 13,645, or 26
per oext of sll farms in the state, repcrted a total wvalue of farm
production for the year of leas than $600, Since a considerable
portion of this reportsd produotion is for home use, it is evident
that those families depending solely om inocme from the farm must
have very limited purshasing powere |

Of the total mumber of small farms indioated in Table 1
{13,645), 2859 or nearly 20 per eent sre olassified as self-suffie-
ing by the census dats, whioh means that et least 50 per cent of
their produetion is used at home for the femily living. This fure
ther suphasizes the importance of small soale farming in Oregon.

Furthermore, it in significant 4o nots that in addition to
the small farms shown in Table 1} would be found many rural hold-
ings less than 3 scres in sise or with an snnual produwtion of
1 1930 Cengus of Agrieulturs, Vol. IV, Part 3, page 37S.




less than $860, which are not 1isted in the oensus) and on the

other hand those small farms over 3 acres in sise with only &

slightly higher gross sunual production than $600, but still de-
pondent on othey inscme for part of {dw fanmily living.

Additional evidense ecnoerning the magnituds of smsll-soale
farning in Oregon is indicated in the faot that nearly cne-half
of all farmers of the state do some ovtside work for wages an-
nuslly. Date from the oensus of 19307 indicate that 46.6 per
oant of all 86,100 farmers of Oregon worked for wages off thelir
placeas an average of 124 days in 1929. MNoreover, it is signifiosnt

T Holaings of less than 8 scres are not listed as “farme® by the
Census Buresu, unlesa they bave a total valus of produstion of
$250 or more. Part~time farming as previocusly definsd may not De
sxastly identioal with census data.

? partlsnd Avea-comntiss of Clackmnoms, Multnomah, and Washingten

Willsuette Vﬂl‘y-m, Hood Blﬂr, m’ mm' Mm’ P@ug
and Yamhill

Const Rogion~Clatsop, Columbis, Coos, Curry, Linecoln, Tillamook

Southern OregoneDouglas, Jaoksen, snd Jauyhm
Eastern Oregon-All other gsounties.

3 1550 Census of Agricultwre, Vol. IV, page 433.



te note that of all those who 4id cutside work, 38 per sent (18 per
sent of all farmers in Oregon) worksd off their places over 1850
days in 1929, or nearly cne«half the year,

Prodably it is ecrrect to asmme that all this outside work
was not of an industrial charaster, for lilely a smal) part was
wage work for neighboring farmers. Nevertheless, data in the fore-
going parsgraphs clearly emphasize the faot that a comsideradle
portion «f Oregon's rursl population mppears t0 already be destinmed
to the partetime fam mode of life.

TARLE 2

e iSRS

Yamber of days ‘ ' Ter oent of those

The Willamette Valley is highly attractive to families who
desire to live on a small place in rursleurbsn looalities whoere
they mey reise a large part of their living and supplemsnt it with
sone outside employment, bensfit from its good roads and schools,
snd otherwise enjoy the oomforts of seui-retirement in the favoradle
olimate fownd in this walley.
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A LARGE PART OF OREGONS FARMING IS ALREADY
OF SMALL OR PART-TIME CHARACTER
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FIGURE 2.— PER CENT OF ALL FARM OPERATORS IN OREGON
WHO WORKED FOR WAGES OFF THEIR PLACESIN 1929.
THIS SUPPLEMENTAL EMPLOYMENT AVERAGES 124
DAYS EACH.




Such & mode of life is sspecially attractive to tiree
groupss (1) looal farmers who are looking toward retirement,
(2) tmadgrant farsers from the middlewest snd other regions,
md (3) partially smployed sity workers who have s fam background
snd wish to reduce high living costs of the eity, partisularly the
more aged workers who seek to enhance thelr ssonomieal position
toward the attainment of mure seourity.

4 Zmporteuse of Induwatry in Oregon

Ascording to the 1530 sensus} Oregon had 2463 industrisl
establighnemts in 1929 with ax acnual value ef produstion of not
less than $5000, snd employing 65,505 wage esrners regularly. Of
the total mumder of estabdblislments, 1404 or 63 psr osnt employ
only 6 workers or less, and an additional 609 or 28 per oent
exploy less than 20 worbers. Only 19 per cent had an average of
nore than 20 wage-sarners en their peyrolls regularly.

Tten ' Bumber

Rauber of estadlishments 2,483
Funber of wage-earners 85,508

T 1550 Census of Menufasturers, Vole 111, pages 45S-440.




0f these plants, 762 or S0 per oent are engaged in the
menufeoture o limber, boxes, pulpwood and other mroducts of the
Liuber resources of the state, 293 ere printing and publishing
houses, 218 menufaoture bread and btaksry products, 158 are foundry
and mechine shops and iren and steel plants, 142 are manufasturers
of butber, cheese, ios cresn snd other dairy products, and 86 are
frult and £ish osonevies and preserving plants. Forty-two per
oent of all these estadlisiments are located in the metropolitan
dietriet of Portland, leaving only 58 per cent scattered inm all
other sections of the state.

Tndustrislly, Ovegon is relatively wnimportent, when com-
pared with many large indusirial csters east of the Mississippi
River. That Oregon is grafuslly forging shead in industrial
developments, howsver, is without doudbt. The mmber of industries
shown in Tahle § repressnts a total increase of about 35 per cent
during the past decade, acoording to the census of 1980,

The development of new industrial enberprises is constantly
taking plsce, rapid powsr developments have bdeen mede in recent
yoars, sud with large incoroases in populatiosn arising from the
influx of imxigrants from other esections of the nation beooming
nore and more apparent, beth productive and oonsumptive powers
will steadily inorease in this regiom and gradually more taxable
weal th will enhmmes the eoffers of the states All of thess develop-
nents should and will vitally {nfluenmse part-time farming develop-
ments in this ares.
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FIGURE 3. — INDUSTRIES OF OREGON™CLASSIFIED ACCORDING
TO SIZE AS MEASURED BY NUMBER OF WORKERS
EMPLOYED.
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* THOSE INDUSTRIES WITH TOTAL OUTPUT OF $5000 OR MORE IN 1929.




« Definition aud Bxteut of Origtol Study

In view of the importanoce of part-time farming in Oregom,
and sinoe various governmental sgenscies are sarnestly searehing
for the best methods of providing necessary relisf and investigad-
ing other possibilities that they may aid intelligently in eveantual
rehabllitation, a researeh project was conosived by the Oregen
Agrisultural Experimsnt Station and Exbtension Service, snd earried
out under auspices of the Oregen Emergensy Beliel Adminietration.

The genersl purposmof this projeet wers twoefold: (1) a
partetine farming study to izvestigate the status of & largs nume
ber of part«tize farmers with s view to digoovering the possidili-
ties of sudsistence homestesds, and fwunishing other information
that seensd desirabls in gulding future part«time developments in
Oregon, sad (2) a study of industries desigued for the purpose of
throwing 1ight on the subsistence homestesd movoment with partic-
ular referenss to determine to what extent and how susosasfully
rural labor is being used in Orezen industry, sud te what extent
and dirsstion %o move in guiding the expansion of part-time farming
in the state,

It is naterial fyom this projest upon which this thesis i
largely dasedee DBoth parts of the study were surveys, and in

¢ The muthor assisted in checlking field work of the part.time
farning survey, supsrvissd the tabulation of all dnta in
wmwmm,mdwmmlmmnm
Muoh of the data subraced in the survey of industries is
sontained iz this thesis, and lerein is being published for



extent they coversd four prineipsl sgricultural and industrial
regions of the state, desoribed as followss

1. The Portland includes resordd tsken
in the M1Ysboro woon vioinities dordering
Portlasnd in Washington county, in the aresa east of
Portland 4o Greshen in Maltacewh ecunty, snd in the
Orsgon City, Milwsukis, and Oswego districts of
Clacknzms sounty,

2. Val %mwn the records takem
around the eities of Bugens, Albany,
Lebuncn, Salem, SBilwerton, Mommouth, Dalles, Meltinuville,
and Newberg. These distriots are in Laue, Iimn, Marion,
Polk, md Yamhill sounties.

3. The Coust en includes records taken near
8ts Helens and ¢ in Columbia comnty, sroumd
Mumwommmmmwm-mm
Soquille losalities of Coos sounty. A few industry
vecords ware alse taken in the Seasids snd Tillamoek
summaei ties.

mumm&m.mmmmmm
Deschutes county. A fow industry resords were also
mumamnomgmmm-mwu
and Josephine sounties.

In the study & total of 2110 part-tims furming records and
318 industyry records were completed and anlysed. They are dis-
tributed as showm in Tables 4 and § below.

the first times Frem the part-time farming survey enly material
relevant to the subject of this paper is used lerein, sand ia
taloan from the prelimdmary report covering that study which wus
prepared by the auther: A more somplete presentation of the
data, whioh is being prepared for publisation
by Oregon State College Bxperiment Statlion, will soom be off the

Preig.
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TABLE 4
Fusber of Partetime Ferms Insluled in Survey, by Semuwe sud Regieus

TABLE &
Xinds and Nosder of Industries Insiuded in the Survey, by Begioms

Kinds Pomm’vuxq 7””‘“‘! !‘ Total
Sewnills 8 48 2 3 a
Planing and woodworking 7 26 s 4 54
Creanwriss and dairies 3 18 g & 36

. Prudt canmeries & iz 6 2 26
Maohine shepe, oto. ¢ 13 6 2 26
Grain and fesd houses 6 8 S - 17
8and, giravel, brick 3 8 - 8 pLY
Fish esnneries - 1 12 - 13
Printing houses - 1 - - 11
Textile mills - 6 - = 6
Paper snd pulp mills 2 3 - - ]
Meat packing plants - 5 - - &
All others 8 1) 7 1 27
TOTAL 48 169 80 28 38

The 1850 Consusd indisates there are 6626 farms in the state
under 10 acres in olie  {4ngluding thoss under 3 sores whish had
a total value of produotion of at least $250) or about EGOO in the

3 1880 Census of Agriculture, Vol. IV, page 103,
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regions covered by the survey. The survey inoluded 725 farms of
this charaster, or a smzple of ebout 12 per sents There is no
ocsnsus data covering the total mmber of part~time farms less than
3 aores in sise, bub it is estimated the survey inoluded at least
as large a sample of those of thet eharacter as of the formey group.

As indicated on page 6, thore were 2468 industrial establish-
ments in the state in 1620 with an mwmasl produstion of at least
$5000, or sbout 2150 4in the regions ocovered by the survey, and
euploying 60,000 wage-earners. The survey included 518 industries
esmpleying nearly 131,000 full«time wage-earners, or 16 per cent of
all industries in the regions coversd and 18 per sent of all reg-
ularly employed workers.

Seleoctiocn of the part-time farms and indugtries to de in-
cluded in the surveys wes made by tyrained enumeraters who were ao-
quainted with their respective losalities, and their work ws
cheoked regularly during the fisld work. For thess reasons, aud
because such a large number of records were talam in ssch survey,
1t is dolioved the samples were suffiociently sdequate to furaish
uniform and representative datas Sample ocoples of the fleld
schedules upon which the originsl data wers collected may be
found with that oopy of this thesis em file in the office of the
Division of Agrioultural Boonomios and/er Department of Farm Man-
agement, Oregon Stats College, Corwallis, who are publishing
complete waalyses of the studies.
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The following ohapters conatitute the main sontext of this
paper, end pressnt the data of these studies in wlewpoint of the
objestives outlined in Sestion 1 of this chapter,



CHAPTER II - THE PART-TIME PARMER'S JOB AED ITS IMPORTANCE

1, Oooupstions of Oregen Part-time Farners

The cesupations of partetimes farmers in Cregon reflect a
wide diversity of trades, professions, snd swrvices. Some, of
sourse, have beosn unable to obtain work in their chosen trade or
profession during the depression, particularly the more aged men,
so they were forosd to ssoept whatever work wes availadle. T™he
osoupations -~ not present work « are shown in ITable 6, grouped
somewhat asoording to major industries snd interests.

1% 1s intereosting to note tiw large numbey of tizber and
sewnill hands, comaon laborers, and building tradesmen. One sammot
conolude, hosever, that more part~tims farmers purposely follow
these ceoupations, Probably it is mere nsarly true o say that
these types of workmsn purposely turm to part-tims farming. Pere
haps 1t is more attractive te worimn of thess ocosupations, but
1ikely it would be mere nearly eorreet bo conolude that they are
foroed to “take up" part-tims farming sarlier when adverse esoncmie
ocnditione arise.

Table 7 emphasises the relative importance of certain oo-
oupations in different regions, and to some extent may de indice-
tive of the kinds of employment these regions have to offer. It
olearly smphasizes the importance of lumbering in the Coast and
irrigated regions. It 4s also of interest to note the prepondsrance

4
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Tinbey & mu hands
Common laborers
Bullding trademma

Yeochanios & slectrioians

Office olerks & sootnis.

Salesmen

Fishsrmen

Dook & marine hands
Govermment enmployees
Highwey workers
Store clerka
Teaohors

Blosksmi ths

Barbers

le,.

26

-

t lﬂnoﬂ

1 Transfermen

1 Furesrymen

s Florists

¢ Landscape gardener

Photo engraver
s Cregmery fielduen
3 Garbage volleoctor
+ Upholstorer
+ Bill acllestor
s Window deocorator
s Dressmaker

3 Professionsl men

¢ Batired farmors

3 Others retired»

s Widows without jobs
s Physieally wnfit

FOTAL

s Exgoutives & nanagers
s Small business operators

s Thoss over 60 years of age and without employment

of common laborers snd retired folk in the Vallsy Regions Thias
fact 48 closely related to the permanemoy ead duretiom of the part-
tive farming movemsnt in this region, and seems to indisate the
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part-time farming group in the Vallsy Begicm is probably more
largely made up of retired farmers snd others of the immedinte
commmity who have settled in the suburban amd semi-rural dis-
triots of thwir faverite walley town in the natural course of
events, rather than baing part of a dsliverats "movement to the

land,”
TABLE 7
Number % mtime m rg ?%.? Speoified
ﬁ Osoupe ONs, szions
Oocupation , Partland | Valley ’I Coast :MEW;

Tizber and sswnill hands 37 4@ 138 10%
Building tradesmen &3 54 49 52
Fishermen 2 1 28 -
Cammaon  laborers 49 119 54 41
Kechenios and electriocians 66 43 19 £
Retired farmers 6 66 ¢ 16
Others retired 34 63 59 7

Table 7 also cloarly emphasgizes the importence of fishing
in the Coast Region compared to other areas studied, snd relstive-
1y wmore importsence of the bduilding snd mecheniocal trades in the
Portland Reglom, which are es ons might expeot.

Probadbly the most important point emphasised in these
tables, however, is the fact that to a large sxtent, part-time
farmers are of the ceumon labor type, and new sourses of employ-
mant for any expansion of partetims farming will need to be of
comnen labor charsctsr.



18

3, Importance of Supplemental Employment in Fmily Inooms

Even though he ewns his home and possesses suffioient lend
and equipment to produce s large amount of the family living, the
faot stil) remains that supplemental employment or outalide job of
the man who lives on & subsistence homestead in Oregon is highly
important in debernmining his esonomioal position and standard of
living,

The average total cash inoome of the family following part-
time farming in Oregem was found ¢o be $766 in 1984, and of this
smount 76 per cent was obtained from outeids cash sarnings of the
operator and his femily, 16 per oent from the sals of farm produets,
and the balanos of 10 per cant from other scurces, such as rent
from other property owmed, pensions, interest on savings, hand-
made goods, and contributions frem relatives. (See Figure 4.)

TABIE 8

LT R R e

¥ Per oent : Average t Average
Bouros § report~ 1 those 1 for all
i é% g Jeport ¢
Cash: sarned by operetors 79% $ a8 $ so02
Cash sarued by femily 22 309 69
Cash earned from relief work 18 146 26
Inoome fyonm reat, interest, ets. 2% 2% é8
Farm produsts sold 5 154 117

Value d!.m% rellef supplies 1% 3 4




FROM
INTEREST
AND MISC,
SOURCES

10 ¢

SALE OF
SURPLUS FARM
PRODUCTS

s ¢

CASH EARNINGS OF OPERATOR AND
FAMILY FROM SUPPLEMENTAL EMPLOY-
MENT OR OUTSIDE JOBS

75 ¢

FIGURE 4. — WHERE THE OREGON PART-TIME
FARMER’S DOLLAR COMES FROM.-—
(SEE TABLE 8)
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It should be sdded that in sddition %o the inocoms showm in
Tabls 8, over 99 per cent of the part~time farmers interviewed
reportod some farn~furnished living. This noneoash inoome, or
sontritution of the plaoe to family living averaged $178, whiesh
the part-tinme farmer would largely have had to pay in cash had he
been living in the eity. It inoluded garden products of all kinds,
ogzs, milk, and other foodstuffs raised on the famm, and in sce
instances fuel, but this figuwre does not inolude wvalue of use of
bwnorhmvﬂmutmplm‘l

{The speoific point of interest here is to emw
phasixe the importance of supplemental oash earnings

to thw inoume of part-time farmers. For opsrating ex~-

pennes, sise of place, and eapital investments, see

Appendix Table 18, A oomplete pileture of part-time

famming in Oregon will soon be off the press. See

footnote on page 8.)

Figare 4 olearly indicates the importance of supplemental
euployment to the part~tims farmer's eash incomes In Table 9 8re
shown varistions in inocoms smrned from regular employmsnt of the
operstor. The reeords disclose that 18 per cent sarned aocre than
$1000 in 1854 from smployment exslusive of relief work, snd that
21 per sent had no regular job noy employment of eny kind. What
cash inocoms this latter group cbtalned oxme largely from earnings
by other msmbers of the Lfamlly, savings, pemsions, end earnings

from relief work.

1 Valuss of farm produsts employed were their estimated eele values
en the farm,
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TABLE 8

Varistions in Amount of Uash Earned by
1610 Ffitiae Furmere, Buslustve of Hotke
Fone
$1-200
$200 - 800
$5600 ~1000

Comparison of family incomes betwsen reglons reveals some
differsuces in their total oash earnings, particularly those of
the operator. This table agsin olsarly saphasises the impertance
of outside earnings ¢to the insome of part«time farmers in each
region, which is our specific point of interest here.

$SABLE 10
8 of Insome and Aves ‘ ‘6 :

Foom Tach 15 1001, ABTD Disoray Ty Bagions

Souaree 1Por tland rValley 1Coastsirrigated
Cash samed by eperator $610 §$450 480 § css
Cash sarned Yy others 87 64 88 é8
Earned from relief work 30 16 36 24
Insome from other sources 4 96 63 40
Fam prédusts sold 109 21 127 )06
TOPAL PAMILY CASE INCOME $70 § 736 § 66 § 082
Farm-furnished living 140 157 224 179
Value direot relief 9 2 8 3

GROSS FAMILY INCOMEe $919 §$6504 $ 0828 $1074
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In a more detailed study of family earnings in the Portland
Regim it was found that when supplemental smployment of subsistense
homsstesd operetors was lowest, the nscessity of more relief work
and sarmings from other members of the family was clearly evident.
1t was found that where the total oash incomw of the family spproashe
. o4 $500 1itile or no relief was necessary. During the field work
one of the most frequent coments related to enwwrators by parte
tine farmprs was that "if we oould just heve enough work during the
year so timt along with cur salable ferm products we aoculd be as-
sured of at least $400 we would not worry, and with the help of ouwr
farmefurnished living we sould meintain a reasonably satisfestory
atandard of living.”

TOTAL CASH INCOME EX~

CLUSIVE OF RELIEF 564 260 4% 918 186
Barned on rellief work &7 47 50 . -
Value direst relief B 16 4 - -
TOTAL CASH INCOME $433 313 524 o8 flead

W



Fundementally, thers are only two scurees from whioh part.
time farmers may obtain sagh ineomsj eitler from the produstion
end ssle of swplus fearm products, snd/or earnings from supple-
mntal exploymnt,

To sugage in farming to the extent that ans would produce
suffioient surplus products %o yield s net cash invome of at least
$400 would be prastioally a full-time proposition, sud virtually
out of qwstion for any subsistenee homestesd or parttime farm
dovelopmsutal projest. From tis study of 1810 resords in the part-
time farming survey, the average value of surplus farm products
soounted $o only $117 snd farm-furnished living $175. Total cash
farm operating expenses, however, amounted to $102, leaving a cash
balance for farm operations of only $15.00, over and above farme
furnished living, Additional eash income would have to be derived
from gutside smployment, or from otler soureces, such as interest
cn ssvings, psusions, and the like.

Tabls 12 clearly indisates that as sash earnings from supw
plemental employment fall the need for relief rapidly rises; the
oash incams from farm products and other sources does not rise.
The failure to obtain mmsh inoreased cash inocows sud farm-furnished
living when eamings from swpplementel smployment fall is ageln
clsarly emphasized in Tables 13 below. Whether or not this fallure
or laock of dspendmmos upon the farm is due to inability and lack
of subition of part-time farmers, or wwther it is virtually i
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possidbls on ascount of physical limitations of the part-tims farm
is snother points Cne san sertainly eonslude, however, that
part-tine farms, particularly of lsss than 10 sores in size as
over 78 per ceunt of these in Oregon were found to be, osumuot have
much olastiolty in inoressing inerements of farm products, even
in hands of the best operators.

Total amoumnt af:w& mplaw-:
relief Mmﬁ et o;nu- :mmgmam t

None kxd - 14 9 100
91 - 76 68 4 15 8 100
$75 « 150 88 4 5 8 100
$150 and over 29 7 12 2 100

0 e A A I

Those who obtained relief sid produced about as muoh for
homs use as those not receiving ald, though they did not gell as
much, As indioated in the foregoing tables, the big difference
lies, it appears, in the cash sarnsd by the opsrator and his
family from supplemsntel exployment, and not in what the farm
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Humber of operators 532 41 22 46
Earned by operater snd family $609 $214 L1 148
Insome from other sources L | i3 12 &
Farm products sold 126 49 76 6
Total relief obtained » 48 104 291
TOTAL FAMILY CASH INCOME $206 521 $308  $506
Valus farm-furnished living $143 8144 $146  B11S

produced. In other words, it is the outside job of the parte
time farmer that is mpormt-»ehatgawampmhuﬁg power =
that determines ils standard of living, regardless of the fact
that The part-time farm may play s lerge part in reducing his
"reliei™ nsede.



CHAPTER III ~ PART-TIME FARMERS IN INDUSTRY

3. Extent to Whieh Industry Ewploys Bural Laber

Revords of the study indioate that 78+ per ocent of the
industries reporting residence ‘et‘ labor employed scms rural
laber, while only 22 per eant drew employees extirely frem
oities, (Ses Appendix Table 26). Considering from the stand-
point of numbers of woricers and basis of employment, it was found
that full-time smployess living on saell farms or subsistence hows-
steads oconstitubed 19 per cent of e total mmber of wage-esrners
regularly employed in the industries reporting, while nearly 27
per cent of the partetims help used in these industries were
residents of rural or semi-rural areas. Of all full.time employees
in the iandustries reporting, only & per csnt were womeh, while of
all part-tine help, nearly 40 per oeut were womsn.

Prastioally all female enployees were found o be 4in fruit
and figh eanneries snd paoking houses. This is a charasteristio
types of employment for women and girls in Oregon during sumaer
months, particularly in the Willamette Valley whers many locel
fruit canneries and packing houses exist. Outaide of employment
in these industries, not many housewives were found in the parte
tine furming survey who did any outside work for thelr family's
livelihood.

s It 1s probably oorrect Go assume tIat this Figure would be
slightly lower if the study reflected all industries in the

atate, dessuse of th» eomoentration of industrisl operations
in and around Portland,
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In this comneotion it is interesting to note that of bhoth
fulletimetand part-time smployees living on farms, women eonsti-
tute & smaller portion then men, ﬁmuiudﬁ.uﬁns that men do not
nesessarily remain home to do farm work. In many types of rursl
industries in other sections of the comtry, particularly in the
South snd Appalashisn regions,? women end girls ecnstitute s
largs portion of their total number of employees snd in this way
sarn much of the family's livelihood, while the men are apperently
engeged in farm worke. This is not the general practice in Oregom,
however, for the industries in this gtate are of much different
types then the small textile mills and handicreft fastories found
to & large exbent in the South,d

It 1s alsc significant to noete that more part-time help
come from rural areas than do full-time employees. Table 14
indicates that employves living on farms comstitubs from 9 o
12 per oent more of the part-time help than those employed fulle
time.

This is as one would expeoct; fewsr partetims farmers are
regularly employed than those living in cities. Probably the

TWM%MWnﬁM&rW;MotW
year, usually svesonal work, while full-time employees are here~
in oconsidered ss those who worked regularly throughout most of
the calendar year 1984.

2 Rural Pastery Industries<USDA Cire. 512, T. B. Menny, 1934.

3 Beresfter in this paper no distinstion will be made between
male snd fenmale employees, except whem speoiffoally noted.
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e T

7
ty ,l
Pulletime: ¢ ] I 1
Men s+ 186 2081 : 325 ©$68 1 10397 :+ 20 80 . 100
Women 1 19 83+ 72 510 + 578 s+ 11 B9 5§ 100
4 3 i |
1L ! - 2084 ' - 8876 110970 | 19 81! 100
3 ] [ 4 3 ']
Ban t 76 128¢ :+ 101 2563 « 3787 ¢ 32 6B , 100
Women : 20 B49 s S8 25%2 : 2881 ¢ 20 80 , 100
£ 3 & ! oo
TORAL ' . ires ' . m:em'mn* 100

*» Mouns cities, towns, and elsewhere, except farms or s.hy

most importsnt caussl fastor of this situation i that they were
unable to find regular smploymsnt, wud being foreed to out their
costs of living they mowed to subsistence homssteads or small
farms near industrial operations, snd were thus able to make them-
selves available to these loosl industries whioh draw upem such
help for peak sessong and those times when "extra™ men are needed.

Probably one of the most significant faots drought out in
the study, however, ia tlw waristion in the number of employees
of farmn snd nonefarm residence between different kinds of indus-
tries. The records indioated that sawmills, planing mills and
box faotories, fruit ¢snneries, and feed and seed houses use
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larger proportions of yural lsbor then do machine shops end
iren foundries, paper and pulp mills, sad textile plants.

(See Figure 5.) Probebly this is dus to two major veasonst

{1) tiw latter plants aud mills are usually larger in sisze and
founud mure eonventrated neer or in larger citles where saple
power snd transportation fesilities exist, while sewmills and
osuneries are looal in eheracter, sand in Oregon are often found
in small villages or even in the opea country, sad (2) machine
shops, paper end pulp plants and the like ususlly require highly
sikilled labor, which is uot so often found in rural areas as the
more commom types of lsbor used in sewmills, suall planing fao-
tories end cannsrieds The more skilled help no doubt receive
higher wages, and therefors are less inslined to “take up" part-
time farming thean the owmmmen types of labor used in industries
less skilled in oharacter.

A% esa be seen in Appendix Teble 28, sbout 15%af all ine
dustries reporting used rural labor entirely, 22 per cent used
urban labor entirely, and 66 per eant drew labor of both types.
1t is signifioant to note further that those induatries using all
rural labor, and oven those using all urben labor, are smeller in
size than those using both typea of labor. (See Appendix Table 29.)
Partioularly sre those using all rural labor emaller in size. No
doubt these plants are striotly vural in locatlon and of more or
1ess loeal oharmoters



PER CENT OF EMPLOYEES
INDUSTRIES | LIVING ON FARMS

FULL |[PART
TIME [ TIME |0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

FEeD o seep 21 o8 72
SAWMILLS 2a |30 V7.
PLANING MILLS 20 |33 7
FRUIT CANNING 9 |26 V7227
CREAMERIES e |22
MEAT PACKING s (a2 A
FISH CANNING 3|21 777
TEXTILE MILLS w| - V7
PAPER & PULP MILLS | 10 | —
PRINTING HOUSES s| - U/
MACHINE SHOPS al 12
LEATHER GOODS 24 |~ //////%
SAND & GRAVEL 22|25

FULL-TIME ///A

PART-TIME

ALL INDUSTRIES 19 | 27 ////////’//;

FIGURE 5.— PER CENT OF ALL EMPLOYEES OF THE SPECIFIED
INDUSTRIES CONSTITUTING RURAL LABOR.
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Over 20 per cent of all full-time lebor of sawsills, planing
fastories,md fruit cameries live on farms or subsistence home-
stoads, and over 30 per semt of the parttime employses of thene
industries live in rural and semf-rurel aress, while in the cawes
of paper sund pulp mills, machine shops and foundries and textile
wille ouly 10 per sent or less live on farms or subsistence houe-
steads,

The records also indlisate that, with exveption of paper
mills; the proportions of rural labor used in planing factories,
sswnills end frult canneries are not only large, but these industries
also use large smounts of labor, They are among the lesding ine
dustrisl operaters of the state. Thess same industries also use
large amounts of partetime labor, snd it, too, consists of a large
number of smployses who live in rura) ereas. (See Appendix Table
29.)

In view of the faot that suoh industries of Oregen as saw-
mills, planing mills snd frult canneries slreedy use relatively
large smounts of rural labor with spperent sucosss, it appears that
any promotion efforts that may be wed by interested federal or
other agencies in "amwving” labor to subsistence homesteads should
be directed toward these industries.

Any sfforts directed towsrd the utilisation of these ine
dustries for the establishment of subsistence homestesd sommmities
would involve two importsnt considerations or alternatives; (1)
should it be a movemsnt of their present woriwrs who live i.uﬁﬂ.lﬂ
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o the land, in order to give them more security and reduce thelr
living costs, or (2) should it be & movement of part~tiae farmers
in from other regions in an effort to rehabliitate them.

The first is & movemant of the city worksr to the land;
the seoond & movement of the stranded worker or merginal part-time
famer to & jobs Frebably there is no doudt but what eash move.
ment would help or yehabilitate the partisular group goncernsd, but
1ikely would not help the other. If the latter plan wers initiated;
that 1s, the bringing in of workers from other regions to a job, it
would necessitate s spreading of the same amoamt of exployment smeng
more workers, for olty labor supplies are already quite gensrally
satinted. Perhaps the meving in of sadditional worimrs would prove
detrinental to fully-employed workers living in thw ocity, uless
they, too, were simultaneocusly moved to subsistemce homestoads
where they oould enjoy the ssms standard of living on less employ-
mnt. The fact that supplemental employment or a job is highly
Limportant to part-time farmers should not be overloocked, as pointed
out in Chapter II. XNesdless to ssy, this would involve many more
problens.

2+ Seasonableness af Eaployment

As coe would expeot, empleyment in fruit and fish packing
houses and osunsries is highly seascnal in sharaster, and that of
sawnxills and planing mills is te & lews extent, while such in-
dustries as paper and pulp plsnts, textils mills, and mashine shops
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are quite stable in their operations throughout the yesrs In
nearly all classes of industries studied the smallest mumber of
woricaen wers employed during the winter semson. Using this season
a8 the measure of full-tims employment, and giving it & reting of
100 per oemt, the resulting index number of employment for other
seasons of the year olearly show the importence and relative pro-
portion of partetime labor used in the industries studied.

TABLE )8

Frult ounueries 3 886 2049 3773 8135 o+ 123 942 1208 10
Fish esnneries «+ 782 1171 @676 211 « 870 6564 819 100
Food and soed ¢ 104 121 226 138 ¢ 76 6% 166 100
Sand snd grevel ¢ 188 139 126 72 1690 198 170 100
Sawnilln s T247 7314 7385 ©698 ¢ 137 128 130 100
Planing mills ¢ 13584 1323 1887 1267 ¢ JO6 106 124 100
Crosmaries s BC2 B27 46T 411 ¢ 122 128 113 100
Toxtile mills 1 550 352 398 860 ¢ 100 112 112 100
Machine shops 1+ 412 4238 419 862 ¢ 114 118 24 100
Printing house 1« 98 88 83 8% 100 100 100 100
Noat pasking :+ 68 68 88 868 ¢ 100 100 100 100
Leather goods &+ 3187 137 189 140 « 98 68 100 100
Paper and pulp ¢ 2168 1997 2098 2166 100 95 97 100
§ 3 ,
k7. 113688 16850 17417 11265 : 131 148 188 100

As shomn in Tadble 15, smmer snd fall are the busy seasomns -
the time of year whem labor is most needed, This is the time of
year when part«tims farmers osn sxpect the most employment, and
likowise, itis the time of year whan they are most nseded at home



to earry on ferming operations.

This confliot between outside employment and farming, how.
oever, is not as important as it firet would ssem, In the survey
of parb-tims farming very few operators reported any samplaint
oonserning the confliet between thelir outside job and ferming or
gardening operstions.

As was peinted out in Chapter I, nearly ane-half the part-
time farms studied wore less than 3 aores iz sisze and very few were
found over 10 acres, sxoept in the Coast area; thus it oaz be semn
the farming opsrations of most part-tims farmers would not demand
their full tiwe very leng during s season, unless large amounts of
highly intensified orops and trusk were being growm. Outside of
operating & large garden, the most important part of the part-time
farmer's work was most often found to be ehores comnsocted with a
oow or two and a few hens, and in meny instances all of this work,
inoluding the gardening was dens by other members of the family
than the operntor.

5. Relative Sucsess of Part-time Farsers s Industrisl Norkers

If daily wags rates oan be used as an indieation of the
relative suscess of part-time farmers in industry, they are as
suceessful and sutisfastory to thelr employers as workmen living
in oities and towns. Records of the study oonslusively showed
that partetine farmers cortainly are not disoriminated against sa
far as wage rates are oouocerned. As shown in Table 16, variations
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in wage rates of the two groups of workmen are 8o slight in nearly
sll cases that they swmot be talmn as representing differances in
ability. Wage ratss for psrt-time help wus found to bs very ein~
11ar S0 those paid full~tins workmen in all cases, and lilkewise,
the variations in wages pald women smployees of farm and non-farm
residence were negligible.

‘ N R olities
Industry 1 3 v Daily
: 3 3 we
i '
Beomnills 1 15 $3.85 ¢ 60 $3.68
Planing mille, ete. 1 B8 387 W 3.67
Crosmsries & dairies t 24 8,28 ¢ 30 S.40
Feed & seed houses s 18 3.6 « M 3.68
Machine shops & foundries 3 15 4.80 ¢ 22 4.88
Fruit cannaries s 2,70 s+ 13 £+65
Figh osnneries 3 8 4,30 1 1B 8.67
Sand, gravel, briek, tile : B 3.8 1 18 3,680
Meat paeking plants t B 3.8 4 276
Woclen & textile mills t & 3.5 3 & 5.88
Paper & pulp mills t 4 329 1 B S.29
Printing houses ] 4 4,4 9 4.63
Leather goods factoriss ¢ 4 3.28 ¢ 1} 8.00
—t g
All industries t 212 $3.66 : 230 $s.08

In atudying the height of wage rates paid workmen in the
different kinds of industries shown in Tsble 16, it is noted that
exmployess of machine shops and printing houses are paid considerw
ably more per day than workmen in those industries of less skilled



character. Those industriss whioh in earlier paragraphs were

shom: to use the most rural lebor, particulerly mrt-time labor,
appear thoso paying the lowest wages. ZEspecially does this ap-
pear to be true of frult eauneries, whieh were found to have the
lowest woge goals of all industries studisd, Men snd women workers
of farm residence in mm&n were paid $2.70 and $2.52, respee-
tively, while those of nom-farm residence recsived an average wage
of §2.6% and $2,35 respsatively.

Fot cnly was 1ittle or no wage dlsorimination found between
the workers of farm and nonefarm residence, Put offiocisls of the
industries studied largely reported there was o differance be-
tween tiw two groups of workmen in the degrees of skill and sate
1afaction with which they were doing their work. On the whols,
anly 9 per sent reported that employses living em farms or sube
sistenns homestonds were less skillful and lsss satisfaciory than
thoss 1living in citles, but 16 pexr cent believed tiwy wers more
slillful end 23 per ocent believed they were more satisfactory in
genoral thar workmen of none-farn residence. (See Appendix Table
23.)

Although they sre not susceptible of gtatistioal aralysis,
ths side comments of many exsoutives interviswed are interesting.
Of those who believed employess living on farms were more gemwrsle
1y satisfactory, some more fully justified their bdelief by come
manting that rurel worimen were more stesady or stable, nore de-
pendable, and less “rough” than thoss living in oities. Many oity



workmen 4¢ not experiense ths good psycholegioal and seciclogieal
offeets dorived from howe omnership and deepwrooted fwmily ties
a8 does the laborer with a large garden, chores, and his own home
and happy familye.

Of the large number of exeoutives interviewsd who reported
no difference between workmm of farn and nanefarn residense,
several added that they would prefer rura) laboy if it was availe
able. Others reported they would like to see their employses set
up with their own homes on small tracts of land,

The few who are oritical of part«time farmers and the sube
sistence homsstead movemsnt are usually so for almormal ressons)
& oommon opinion being that parttime farmers are "marginal" folk.
It is especially significant to note that among the group report-
ing thet rural labor is least satisfactery, msny of them were con-
ducting businssses that require s high degres of skill, or else
there sxperience with rural labor had been with part-time farmers
who bad teo mush landy who were really trying to de industrial
workers and fulletime farmers at the sexe time, and were not suoe
cessful at sither endeavor.



CHAPTER IV -~ SOURCES OF EMPLOYMENT NEELED

It san probably be said the final objective of the sube
sistence homestead snd rursl rehadllitation progrems will involve
the yelosation of strunded farmers and worbsrs into new areas
where they may be neaver esployment. But the often ill-considered
question involved is wiat smploymsut; where will they get jobat

Will it be snough merely to move them to where they may dbe
neayer svailable work and have more opportunities to mersly compete
with thoss already holding these jobs, or should suoh programs also
make sfforts tommrd affording employment for those being relooated?

The fact that labor supply is already satiated is indicated
again in the industries study. In sxswr to the question, "Is the
looal labor supply sufficiemt for your needs for skilled and
unskilled labor?” 514 industries reported "Yes,” and only one plant
reported a negative answer in the case of unskilled laber, In the
oase of skilled labor, executives of 46 industries or 15 per cnt
of those who reported, replied the losal supply was oftem inade-
quate to meet their needs.

This would sesm to indioate that the bringing in of highly
skilled workers to where they may be nsarer industrial sceaters or
sources of sumployment would be cns step rehabilitation agmnoles
oould worthily considers But, are there many highly skilled
workers among the sogment of the populaticn with whish rehabdilita-
tien sgensies are working. |



As pointed out in earlier paregrapha, more part-time
farmers follow tinber and sewnill work, building trades, and
oconmon labor activities than employment of s more skilled
oharscter, It was alse pointsd out thet sawsills, planing mills,
esaneriss and the 1lilke use rural labor to & large extent sud ape
chm&uﬂ%mmﬁusﬂﬁmc‘b&rmdm&wﬂm

0 ool ed ¢+ BE_}'_!_%
Industry '-_T“! . & . E S

H ]
Saaenills ' 8 - t 78 8
Planing mills, ste. . B - s 4 13
Crosmeriss and dairies t 35 - 3 R 4
Fruit ocameries 21 “ s 19 3
Machine shops snd foundries i 24 - s 20 4
Grain and feed houses ' 17 - t 16 p§
Sand, gravel, brick, tile 34 - t 13 1
Fish osmnneries . 1 13 - ¢ 12 l
Printing houses s 11 - t 7 4
lsathey goods fastories : 8 - ] 7 1
Woolen snd textiles mills s 8 -~ s 6 )}
Moat paoking plants . 7 - ] 7 -
Paper and pulp mills t 4 1 t 3 2
All others v 38 - s 18 4

, L 3 : =

All industries : 314 b 3 s 2060 46

Some poopls held the opinicn that present industries in
Oregon of ten ship much of thalr m'odusts eleewhers for further
processing, and that this additional processing esould be done as
woll in Oregen.
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Their first opinion is correet, for the survey diselosed
that the produots of 26 per cent of all industries studied 4o re-
soive further prooessing tefore final consumption, smd that about
40 psr oent of this additional prooessing is done in other seotions
of the country than Oregon, (See Appendix Tadle 30). Thelr opin~-
ion that this prooessing eould as well be done in Oregon is alse
trup, as far as the sotual prooessing of the products is conserned,
but whather or nok it would be ultimately more scunemisal to do se
is deolidedly sncther point. These producsts move to the oenters of
population for further processing and marketing, and ouly as pop-
ulation snd consumption needs inoyewass in Oregon will it ever be
soononicslly wiser to proosss Oregon produsts in Oregen for final
ompunption elsewhere, except perhaps in isclated cases.

Ultimately, there are four general courses open for pro-
viding more exployment in Oregon, or anywhere else. They may be
“methods™ to be used deliberately to bring about desired results
artifioially, snd/or they may be "resultas” of the natural course
of svents.

l. Amiting the natursl development of addi.
tional industrial euberprises and he natural expan-

sion of existing industries.

2» The spreading of already existing employ-
mant iz looal industries among more workers.

S Deliderste building of selested emterprises
in local commumities by rehabdilitation or other ine
terested sgenciss.

4« Following sn attitude and practies of alert-
ness snd watehfulness o part of rehadilitation and



other interested sgenclies for new industries that

volunterily enter the state, sd to get in e the

ground floor in setting up subsistence homestend

commmitios near them.

The first would involve leaving the reloeated worikers st
the merey of thelr ability to ocampete with other workers &uring
the natural developmesnt proossses and courss of svents. 7The
seoond tendeniey would likely prove detrimental to pressat workers,
unless they, too, were simnltansously provided with subsistence
hesegteads to allow them to compensate for losses suffered in
inoome. The third couwrse would resolve itself into deeiding what
exterprises to foster, and bHuilding them. The latter sourse men~
tioned above, to the writer, seems to hold the most promise, md
should be given more smphasis by interested agenoies.

The type of rural labor with whish rehabilitation mud parte
time farming relocation programs are probably most concermsd are
1ikely to be little adapted to any kind of industry except those
of commm labor charsoter. Sewnills, planing mills and woodworking
fastories, and emneries smuploy more ruwral laber, and expley the
greatest mumber of people in proportiom to thw smount of eapital
required to set up thw dusimess (see Appendix Table 26); therefore
it would seem these should de the types of industries rehabilita~
tion sgmnoles should fosber.

But, should more sawnilils be initiated in Oregont Hardly.
Should more planing mills, box and woodworking fastories snd the
1like be built by government agancies in Oregon? Should more fyrult
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eanneriecs be fostered by the government? Hardly, unless more
fruit and vegetubles are zrowmn to be cenned and processed, und
probebly move will not be grown until it le profitable to do so.

The writer belisves thet 1f industries are %0 de fostered
by govermmatal sgencies with the hope of furnishing more employ-
nent for relocated workers, they should be new industries yet
wdevelopad, but whioch hold & promising future in the region, In
Oroegon & good example is fider flax. Part-time fsrmers oould grow
the rew materials as well as £ind employment in the proocessing
plants aad mills agscoisted with the fiber flax industry.

It is probadle, howsver, that smaiderable sould de ase
compiished by rehatdlitation and interested sgencies in the way
of "finding" employment for relooated workers and miltable losa~
tions for subsietence homestead projests, if they will constantly
kesp alert and on the wateh for new industries thet seme into the
state voluntarily. By ssauwring them of suitable labor supplies
perhaps more sould de snooursged to come in aoonere

Pinally, let it be said that any artifisisl developments
or stops along the four cowrsos mmtionsd which may prove bene-
nMorhanwangﬁmtﬁnM%hm m e
large-ssale besis; that is, larger then soything yet sttempted in
Oregon, mud to oarry on the necessary developments will demsnd large
beads and #tdll larger hearts.

Whether sny real ashievements will be attained by delide
srated methods of interested sgwivies, or whether they will only
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be a ripple on the siream while natural developmemts roll steadily
along the main current to achieve the desired results, remains %o
be ssun, It iz not the purpose of this chapter to definitely esy
where subsivbence homestosds projeots should be initiated and what
industries should be fostered by sush s program. Sush is in the
£ield of gpeculation, and not statistiosl desoription. Let it
suffies to gay here that rursl labor is being used in Oregem
industries, that it is being used zore in some types of industry
than in others, snd that it is being uveed just a8 sucoessfully as
labor living in toms and citles. Whether or not part-time favwers
are sucoessful as Indastrial worlsrs is largely dependent upon the
*mon," and not whers they live,



CEAPTER V ~ SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS

Essentially, thres important points of interest are clearly
emphasized in this study:

1. That supplemental mlmt of partetine
farmers s highly important in deternining their

standard of living.

2+ Thst eonsideradble rural labor is already
being used with spparent sucoess in some Oregen
industries, sud to muwsh less extent in others,

8¢ That smallesoale or subsistence hameatead
farming is spparently in Oregon to stay, and more

sources of smpleyment are needed in whioh rural labor

aax be satisfestorily adapted.

If in any oconssrted subsistense homestead and vehsbilite~
tion programs the relosation of stranded farmsrs snd others is
contemplated, it is highly important the problem of sdequate
sources of supplemental employment for the workers relosated be
glven much sonsideration., The study revealed that even though he
owns his home end possesses sufficient land and equipment te¢ pro-
duce a largs smount of the family living, tis feet still remains
that supplemental employmsnt or outside job of the man who lives
on a subsistence homestead in Oregon is wery important in deter-
mining his econcmiocal position snd ultimmte purehasing power.

The aversge total cash income of the femily living on a
part~time farm in Oregon was found to be §785 im 1934, and of this
anount 76 psr ocent was cbtained from outside cash eamnings of the
cperator and his family. The other 26 per cent was obtained frem

the sale of surplus farm producsts and gardsm truek, hand-mads
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goods, interest mnd other miscellsnsous sources. The value of
foodstuffs sontridbuted by the subsistence housstead to femily
living sveraged §173, which the partetime farmer would have had
to pay in sssh bad hs besn living iu the city.

On the whols, it appears part-time farmers need s oash
income of at least §400. It oan largely came from only two
sources, ssle of surplus farm products, snd/or outside employment.
What the farm csnnot be made to provide, must comw Lrem supplemental
exployment of operator and his family, in industries sonewhers. The
latter appears to be by far the most important.

Parallel with the importance of outside employment to the
pooketbook of part.time farmers is the faot that over 22 per cent
o e full-time belp mad one~third of all part-tims help used in
saweills, plening wmills, woodsworking factories, and frult caxmeries
live in rurel oy swni-rursl aress, while rurel lebor constituted
lesz than 10 per cent of tle total number employed in textile mills,
paper and pulp plants, machine shops, snd other industries of s
skcilled character.

Sewmiils, planing mills, fruit ceanneries and the like are
found more frequently in Oregon, they use more rural labor, snd a
larger proporticn of their total euploymmt is part-time labor
than maohine shops, paper and pulp mills, and other more skilled
industriess

If daily wage rates caxt be used as an indleation of the
relative guocess of part-time farmers in industry, they ere as
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susesdsful and satisfastory to their employers as workmem living

in cities, for the study comclusively showed that partetime farmers
are not disoriminated sgainst as far as wage rates are sonoesrned.
Purthermore, the offieisls of over 90 per cent of the industries
studied reporbed tiat rural labor was just as skillful and satis-
fastory or more s0 than worlmen living in tomms snd cities.

Is the extent of part-tims farming in Oregon of litils
import? Decidedly not. Already s large portion of Oregan's
farming is of a small or parb-time charaster, and it appesrs s
large part of her rural populstion is desbined to this mods of
Iife, In 1980 over 25 per sent of all the farms in Oregom reported
& gross value of farm production of less than $600 for the year
1929, end nearly ome-hslf of all Ovegon's farmers worknd off their
piaces for wages during tlat year an mverage of 124 days, or e
third the evtire years

Although smallesesle farming hes been practiced in Oregon
for many years, oo the whole it has been a rather recent develope
ments Over 40 per sent of those on subsistence homestesds today
were found to huve been on them less than 6 ysars, sud neerly
one~half the part-tire farmers studied were found Ho have pure
ohaged bare land, largely during the pest decade, end erected
bulldings later. (See Appendix Tebles 19, 20, 21).

Horeover, the part-time farming movesent appears to be a
wiy toward heens ownsyship, for 85 per sent of all those studied
were found to de owasd by thelr operators, snd S5 per cent of the



partetime farmers interviewsd wore satisfied with the subsistence
hompstend nmode of 11w,

The possibilities of home ownership, produetion of famlly
living, and other sooiologioal walues atteched to semi-rursl
1contions that are often desired, alomg with € attractiveness
of the Willamette Valley likely will tend to fortify snd inoresse
partetime farm developmnt in Oregons

Al these facts sorve So emphesise the point that more mod
nere scuress of employment will be meeded, partioularly if sny
cuncerted efforts are 4o be made toward subsigtence homestesd
development, and they will need to be more or Jess of camson labor
types New industries yet undeveloped in Oregon appear to offer
more in the way of furnishing sourees of employment for part-time
farmers then would the sxpansion of those established industries
mmlnshmmmbmafrwmmwgr. Alertness on tiw
part of interested agenvies snd eoopsration with uew industries
soming into the state voluntarily should be helpful in "finding®
more empleyment,



Total valus real estate #3098 2001 2413 1019
Value of livestook e a2 113 85
Valup of squipment 35 34 AG 2T
PTOTAL PARM INVESTMENYT $3202  §3107 §2671  f2omd
Acren of eultiveted land 344 4.8 4ol 2.6
Aores noneoultivated land  LeR 0 o8 RO0WT 1.6
TOTAL ACRES IK PLACE 4.8 6.6 24,9 4,1
Cash earned by operator $610 $438 §4a5)1 § 655
Cash sarned by family 87 64 88 88
Value relief work & supplies 1 18 .1 27
Inocome Crom miss. sources 54 26 53 40
Fara products sold o9 121 127 1086
TOTAL FAMILY CASH INCOME s 8187 $ 788 § 89S
Farm opersting expenses $10 %108 3 97T § M
Taxes, insgurance, repairs 58 a3 53 &6
Travel and other job costs 48 28 82 80
TOTAL CASH EXPENDITURES $21x $108 28z § xa7
FAMILY BET CASH INCOME $668 P42 §$b26 ¢ 708
g2 $179

Valus farm furnished living § 140  § 157




8 «10 years 8.9 10.4 8.0 6.3
10 years md over .'l' , .9 43,8 97

% In the Klsmath Falls vieiniky mearly 08 per cent have boen an
their mbs:!wmo homestead less than 6 years.

TABLE 20
m-e g%& Omdg._ﬂm

emmdamoy Eaut t 1rrige

Owned olty home before 42.2 28,8 2.8 30.1
Omned both sity sad farm 9.0 1449 8.8 8,6
home

Hover ocuned o home before 36.4 53.8 49,9 44.5
100,0  100.0 100,0  100.,0
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, . m—— ,
Sewmills t 8 9 4 811 14 6 61 8l
Planing mille 1 10 8 88 B4 M § 6 54
Cresmeries s @ 8 3 4 8 3 2 M
Pruit eanners + 8 - is 2l B | n =
Fish osnneriess 1 - 12 18 1 - iz 1
Moohine shops ¢ & 2 by B& s 3 3 7 23
Grain & foed : 4 3 iz It & - ? 7
Sand & gravel ¢+ 2 - iz 4: 2 2 o 14
Printing : 2 2 Y 11y 3 8 g 1
leather goods 3 1 - 8 T: 3 - é 7
Paper & pulp 3 = - 6 s 12 - 4 ]
Poxtile mills 1+ - i 5 g ¢ - 1 : :




t

t 78 ' 1 B o 100
P].mingrdnn s 20 80 300 3 53 67 100
Fead & sosd houses 1 27 KL W00 « 66 86 100
Fruit ssxneries s 19 82 100 « 28 7% 100
Cremmeries & dairies ¢ 18 84 160 : 22 78 100
Meat packing s 18 86 100 o+ 14 s 100
Fish ssnneries 2 * 87 00 3 27 K} ] 100
Textile mills S T » | 89 JOO 3 - 100 100
Paper & pulp plants ¢ 10 20 100 ¢ - 300 100
Printing Houses : 8 92 g - 100 100

t 4 98 s 18 88 100

s 28 78 s 26 7] 100

t 24 76 P 100 100

Sawmills : 43 $ 63,620 s 43
Planing wills : 43 §2,08) L] 43 60,678
Cronmeries & dairies 1 23 60,306 ] 23 159,690
Machine shops s 21 87,662 ' 2l 48,071
Frult cannsries ¢ 19 107,837 1 19 438,780
Fish senneries T 18 88,070 s 13 248,215
Grain & feed houses r 14 §8,086 r 14 158,000
Band, gravel, and brioks 12 81,688 s 12 24,488
g houses ] 9 26,411 ] 9 27,880
Leathsr goods mmm 6 66,867 1 6 75,916
Meat pasking plants 6 86,200 : [ 15,6068
Yool & Textile mills t & 188,000 ' & R17,400
Paper & pulp mills t & 3,208,08) 1 3 1,078,538
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Leathsr goods fagtories
Woslen & textile mills
Meat packing houses
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Sand, grevel, Wrick, tile
Printing houses
Woolen & textile mills
Paper & pulp plants
Foat maoking

Froit saanerisss
Leather goods

Grale & feoed
Fish sannorieas

Seamills

Plasing »ille
Cresmories & dairies
Kachine shope
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TABLE 31
Humber of Indus s
Romber of Idusteiss Taporied feies
Industey :mgzsmm“m'mm:mm
Sewaills 34 59 8 4 -
Plsning wmills 44 14 | s -
Cresawries 33 12 ) § - -
Hashine 28 k - - -
Prult ssnneries 20 4 - } 8 1
Plah cannmrien 10 $ - ) 3 -
Grain & fesd houses 18 1l - p 3 -
Bmnd, gravel, brick, tile 15 4 1 - -
Printing houses %3 - - - -
Woolen & textile mills 8 ) § - - 1l
Paper & pulp mills 8 8 - - 3
Leather goods fastoriew 8 - - - -
Meat pasking 3 1 - - -
a1 mw« 28 16 9 10 8






