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PR7,Vair] Tin DAM20 : TO LOGS IN STOEA G

Logs stored on skidways or left in the wood s
during the summer months may b3 damaged in a number o f
ways, --principally through sao - stai .ning, insect attack ,
decay, Inc? ,checking . Certain soecies of wood aro mar e
susoaptibl3 to injury than others, and the extent o f
the injury is also dependant on the time . of cutting ,
the climate, and the storage conditions . The possibl e
financial ioss and amount which can profitably be ex-
.Dende to. oravent it will be influJnced according t o
the Unite

	

tates Forest Products Laboratory at Icadison ,
;asconsin by the' value .of the logs, tha''Louroose for
which they are to be used, and the or obabla extent o f
the injury . 'aere conditions 7)ermi t, one or more of the
following); methqds may be found useful in minimizing th e
lass .

motoring underwater will prevent' blue stain ,
checking, Insect attacTEndecay . (The logs would ,
of cours.e, be subject to marine-borer attack in salt o r
brackish w : -oar along the sea coast where these, pests ar e
active .) Wood of any species completely submerged i n
water will rasist decay indefinitely . Alternate. wetting
and drying, however, favor decay .

Staring on skids in such a way that the . air can
circulate freely around each log will orevent the accumu-
lation of moisture and thus retard decay . It will favo r
checking, however, and, unless the bark is removed, . wil l
have little effect in preventing insect attack : The skid s
should be located where there is good air circulation, and
they should be raised off the grouna . -7 ends and brush
should be cut down .

Peeling	 the bark completely from the logs will
do much 'GoTTIHinate insect attack and retard dpcay, b y
removing the orotection required by many insects, and by
allowin the logs to dry more rapidly . It will favo r
checking , however .
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Painting the ends of the logs with paints of th e
AliAln will very ia :.terially retErd the loss of mois-

ture and thus retard and checking . If the logs are peele d
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and .Drooerly oiled on dkids, oaintnp: should no t
increase the danger from decay or san .stain . A yellow
ochre or barn paint will do fairly well for this 7)uroose .

Painting the naalad surfaces with coal-ta r
creosote will be us-fui in prav3ntin c san decay, and i f
apolied soon enough may be affective in retarding sa-o
stain . 1...ray grada

	

cr3o6ota in common use for woo d
preservation will be suitable, i.nd a .:coansive oils ar e
unnecessary .

All the methods described except water storag e
may be employed at the same time and to good advantag e
if circumstances justify the expJnse .
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