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ECUNUMIC CONSLLERATIVES LN THE 14

OF OREGUN WOOL

CHArTol I

IETRCLUCTLION

Oregon wool marketing has been accused of being in-
effective in conveying to the producer the requirements
of the consumers of wool procducts. The channels of trade
have been inadequately understood by producers. The wool
grower is often at a loss to know how best to maximize his
returns for the wool that he has. At the farm level it has
appeared that the pricing wmechsnisu 1s ineffective in re-
lating the wanufzcturers' needs.

For the Uregon procucer, as with producers in cother
areas, the basic protvlem has Leen the obtaining of the |
greatest possivle return from wool consistent with his
land, labor, capital and menagement invested in wool pro-
duction. At any given tiune thls must be accomplished withe
in the existing merketing framework. Uperating within the
market organization, the Uregon wool procucer has veen
handicapped by a lack of couwplete uncerstanding of the
product he has for ssle. The producer's knowledge and
understanding cof what happens to his wool after it leaves
the farwm has been vague and incoumplete. In waking ce=
cisions as to the use of rescurces he operates uuder a

handicap.
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The result of a lsck of knowledge has Leen uncertainty
and confusion on the part of the wool producer. His ob=
Jectives are confounded by the relstionship of his sheep
enterprise within his farming progrsm and the types and
amounts of wool to be procuced. In meny cases, prosress
toward the objectives the srocucer may have in mind is
handicapped by the uncerteinty in the production snd mare-

keting of wool. 1t has resulted in the failure of sany

e

producers to realize the full value of their product and
a feeling of insecurity.

According to DUr. Julius Nerdby of the United states
Sheep Breeding Laboratory at Uubcis, idaho, too often wool
is taken for sraanted. Little is done by the producer to
determine the actual value of bis wool (15, p.586),

In order oo murket his wool efiectively, the producer

s

must know what he is producing. His manasement of his floek
and his preparation of the wool affect the value of his
product. In addition, he must have a knowledge of the uare

ket structure through which his wool must pass.

Ubijective

The objective of this study is to establish & basis
for an understanding by the Uregon wool croducer of the
product he has for sale snd market opportunities. Hethods
of production iupose limitations within the existing market
Structure. Lxposure ol these is the [irst svep toward

problem solution.




Before the producer can be efiective in production
improvement he wust be better informed so that he can know
where he needs to L.prove. <he wool srower cen then in-
tegrate this knowledge in relation to the size of his en-
terprise anc its place into his total farw program.

The traditional attitudes of .eny producers in expect-
ing aid from external socurces such as jovernsent policies

or regulations need to bLe overcome. Ihe procducer himself
must become informed s¢ as te be sble to operate within

the ét-

@

cture of the wool incustry zs he finds it. Heliance
on vari ﬁs forws of government assistence such as tariffs
and subsidies is an uncertain tasis for planning. increased
understanding on the part of the proaucer concerning the
wool industry and his positieon in 1t would assist in dis-
pelling a great deal of the uncertainty which now exists.

The procucer is slso suspicious of the processing and
distributive functions in the wool industry. this is an
understandavle attitude in view oi his lack of knuwledge of
their functions and problems. He needs infvrmetion about
the ocutlets available to him, the routes that his wool
must take to resch the finel consumer, and the changes
in form that must cccur before the wool can be used by
imate consuuer.

With better iuowledge, it is felt that the grower

could accomplish a wmore satisfactory job of oroduction

and marketing iuprovement.
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netnod sud _scope

This study descrives the production and marketing
of wool as it affects the Uregon producer. Lthe wool pro-

duction situation in Uregon is described in order to pro-

vide the basis for & better inforued producer concerning
what he has nroduced, and to provice a background for the
movement of wocol to Drocesscerse.

From the producticn phase wool is followed into the
channels of marketing to cutiine the wsrkets availalle,

nrocucer's deci-

&

their structure and their effect on the
sions.

In considering the influences on production and mar-
keting as they affect the Uregon wool srower, certain

outside factors are recosnigzed:

{1) chernnental assistance rrograus, either in
the form of non-recourse losns or compensa-~
Lory payvment prograns.

(2) The tariff and counter-vailing duby prograus.

(3) The infiuence of fashion anc envircnmental
reguirements in wool consumption.

{(4) The competitive relstionship between wool and
synthetic {ibers.

(5) the status of the national economy and its
effect on wool (production and) consumption.

{6) The tendency toward static conditions, or at
mest the very slow Cubume in meriket structure
and manufacturing aethods.
Ihese factors iniluence wool vroduction generally, but

are ones over which the incividual wool procducer has little



or no direct control. or this reasou they are not dise
cussed at length, but only as they have & bearing on a

particular paint.

This study will
producing less than 1,000 fleeces) wore Lhan the large
producer, priserily bvecause of thelr grester number, and
their importance in the western section of the state,

which is the part that has been umost intensively investi-

™

gated in this study. & survey was concucled aumong a group

of Western Urepon procducers to cetermine how they prepared

their wool, the market ocutlets used, and the prices recelved

for their weol. This survey compares the results of umare
keting wool on two Lases which sre svailsble to producers.
The whole of this approach to the provlem of wool

warketing is based on gathering the information needed

and analyzing the facts in crder tu present to the wool

producer a chance to iuprove his uncerstanding of the pro-

dguection and marketing of his product,.
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LUCTION

Procucers, apnic locetion, manage-
ment of their (locks, snd the preparetion of their wool,

determine the product that is presented for ssle. in order

o

or a discussion ol wool marxeting

o

Casis

to establish

o

relative to the product {or products) being handled, a
discussion of procuction of wool uncer uregon conuitions

is necessary.

iress of rrocuction

Oregon is civided iuto two wein crocucing areas,

o)

each area beu:y cuite cifferent in the types of wool pro=-

EA

duced and in the wmethods of precuction. (See Figure 1.)
These twe areas cre:

e area from

Wi

(1) Westernu Urezon, which comprises tul
L the Uascade

the Facific Jcean to the suwmit <
Mountelins.

(2) Bastern ureson, which includes the part of the

state east from tue Cuscade iountains to the
idaho torcer.
Western vregon is an ares where sheep production is
carried on in farm flocks orersted in &dciticn to other
enterprises on the fgrm. the wool proauced is designated

i
fleece wool.l ' it is comperabtle to the types of wool and

lsee Appendix L for glossery of Lerins.
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growing concitions of the {arm [lock areas esast of the
100th weridian,

Bastern Uregon wool is rroduced prissrily under
range conditions, citen in large flocks. nany Lastern
uregon producers specislize in sheep production, thouzh
there are sections, particularly in irrigsted areas and
valleys, where smsll flocks are cperated in sddition to
other enterprises on the farm. Lastern Uregon wool is
designated as territory. LU is similar to wool produced
in the rest of the range and mountain stastes of the West,

both in type and the conditions undcer which it is grown.

Joint-Procduct-itelstionship

In both Lastern ang Western Urezon wool and meat
are joint products of the sheep enterprise. axcept for
those farms specializing in the production of breeding
animals, meat and wool are the mein procucts of the sheep
project.

Within this joinc-product relstionship there is some
latitude ol substitution of one product for ancther. Uver
a period of time, adjustments can be usade in the combing-
tion of outputs of meat snd weol. This is accomplished by
selection amony the breeds of sheep, or in selection within

a given breecd for emphasis on mest cutput or wool proauction

and quality (10, pp.204, 210.217)
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Wool and ueat WAy Cw ior euphesis within the

liwmits imposec by .rowin. condiiions sng Lhe avilicy of

the producer to operszte anc mensge a sheep enterprise.

The coupetition between wool snc mest for ciphasis is ap-

v

parent in the choices of breeds of oy the producer

for his ewe flcocks and his flock sires, snd in the rela-

tionship between ne: L wool in the joint income from

the sheep enteryrise. in wastern Uregon, wool co iEprid ses
between 25 and 40 percent of the income frouw sheep., Under
Western Uregon conditions, wool ircludes frowm 10 Lo 25
percent of the income from sheep vroduction.

5€0m-

g
o

lhe emphasis received Ly wool cepercs on the

graphical location of the ‘rocucer, lis aLtiluces and

abilities, the price reistionships tetween end wool

in addition to the sruwer's sublook concerning the {uture.

Trends ia vreson Wool Procuction

Uregon has been 2z major wool srocuelng stuate in the
past, in 1910 Ureron ranked fourth zmony the states in
the production of weol  (di, v.11), by 1951 the state had
dropped in rankins to thirteenth (=, p.21),

Ihe decline i -rocuction in Uregon started as early
as 1932 and has .een on the downe rade clucsl steadily

trend in wool

sob e T e B
Wi o e

since that vear. Co

production, the deciine in ure ovn started svoub 10 TEEDS




earlier. The astional downw.rd bren

pronounced in

the ezriy 1940%'s., ounly in the or four years

hes procuction =% L1 :ec Lo She point of only wild fluctbuae

tions. (See Flgure %).
Changes in producticn within Lue stote hove bven sige

nificant., Host of n's decresse in wool production has

been in the Lestern Uresvn ringe eres. 1his srea sceounted

for seven-ei:hths of the steve's production in 1919, but by

™

1949 accountad for only slighitly over helf. In pounds of

%

wool, grease basis, production ha

e

3 vecressec frew 15,081,500
pounds in 1934 to 2,777,000 pouncs in 1949. During the same
interval, wool production in Jestern Uregon chanzed frowm
2,550,200 pounds in 1934 to 2,116,100 pouncs in 1949.

{See Figure 3.)

Thus, it would thet & much smeller proportion

of the wool produced in ‘re_on is of Lhe fine, hesvy

shrinking types than in siwall lots of

wool now account for a Srestor part of wolal procuctlon

than former

Charscteris.ics of the ool Produced

Types zno qualities of wool in Jregzun exert an influ-

ence on the disposel of weol relublive Lo Lhe markel outlets
available, the methous of hancling snc processing, and the

types of manufactured procucts for which che wool is used,




Figure 2. Production of wool in the United States
and in Oregon, 1930-1935, grease basis.
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Figure 3. Wool production in pounds, grease
bagis, by producing area, 1919-19)9.
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Grade Fercent ci total production
Fine 35.0
1/2 vlood 2.
3/8 vlood 17.8
1/4 bloowe 150
Low 1/4 blood 7.8
Common snc vrald 5.6
Uf'f wools 9edy

100.0

Source:
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The relative amounts oi wool in She vVarious grades

differ markedly between

Bastern Jregun range srea

wool raised in the state, with arount g

of wool classiiied in the other grades. vestern Jregon
wool is of coarser grades, and wore varizble. TLable 2

grades produced in Lhe two areas.

Tatle 2.

suantities ol Ileece and terrivory wool
reogsed In Yregon Ly the wuwmoulty Crecit
vorporation, oy type anc srade, 1946,

Fleece wool lerritory wool
Fercent of Fercent of
Grace Founds  touval guantl- Pounds totul guanti-
ty {leece ty territory
wood boushb wool bouzht |

5773407 02.7

-
\ad

Fine

1/2 blood ” o8 578,136 14.0
3/8 blood ?@5,@@7 . LG7,592 11.2

L]

“,551 G

1/k olocd 763,539 <
?2,&}& .S

Low 1/4 bloog ij,fiﬁ
Common and traid 363,938
Off wool %,03

B WU L b

-

'g:‘,.
»

»
L e

b bt bed BB

b}
C
o

riculbure. Froduction and
uauiu¢vdx a& 3.  wivestock branch.
: ua‘:?(.“suiuvé.;ﬂ, dhxl@,

- U 3 .

staple length

Staple leng 0oL the wool I'lver is clso important in

determining the use to bLe wade of Uregon wool. staple
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lengths of Oreson wool in the various grades are the result
of breeding in the sheep [locks, srowing conalitlions, forage,
and t he operators' wethocs ol feeding as they relaite to the
hutrition of the sheep. The coarse wools characterist ically
have a longer staplie than do the fine wools. Ffine wool in
Oregon is lacking in svaple lenzth. 1In 1946 the state pro-
duced no strictly staple fine wools and more than 70%

the fine wool was classified as french coubing and woolen

R

o

lengths. This shortaess of staple affect uses Lo which

Lég
£,

the wool can be put and also the wethods of manulzeouring
1

through which the wool is processed. iatle 3 shows the

length of staple by the various grades. (See raze 16.)

b I‘ll’ii{&g

Shrinkage is lumportant to thie Ureson producer because

of its effect cn the vrice e receives for i3 wool. This
will be discussed wore [ully in Chepter Vil. wohrinkage
will vary consicerably depending on the Lype ol sheep,

growing conditions snd the of tne producer.

ot
@
e
o
e
T

e

¥
w
P
o
e
+

Shrinkages tend te bLe sreate

ducing area than under western Uregson conditicns. Table 4

P

shows the Shrxdum s Ly grade for wool frow the fleece and
territory portions of the stste. Variastions in the sirinkage

occur not only between areas, bul amony grades within each




Table 3. Wuantity of wool, by grade anc length of staple, yurchased in
Oregon by the Gommodlty Credit Corporation, 1946,

Staple length

| Grade straictly

at é”&fz?g

staple and
vood french

oombhing
) et

Fer-

Woolen FPercent

Fine -

1/% blood £07,190 ;
3/8 wvlood 41,880

/4 picod 741,104 7
Low /L dlocd 51“,L$A
Comuon @nd Lbraic 37<,931 10

,U21
,910
6,287

T

o5
LG
&

W t—-JC‘

73,376
10 ,'/‘“’l
/5’/13

E Sy
210 ,JUB &

1.

"'w
B

source: Uesd. sepurbient

LIVestLock

of
oronch.

) A..C, 5 ok ‘«J\JI € e
SEER] ihwo«z-LC

Froduction
wool clipe.

C LG .

Ll.

9T
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area. this 15 & result ol ¢iiftering densities of the wool

&
[,

fivers on the wiiferent tyres of sheep.  edium and long

wool breeds Lave charascberistic aily less veuse fleeces.

Table 4. wuzntl

o £
Wity ol wool,
Gt o g g [ .
Lyre é.:i..il' C

&, grate and
the Comuwodity

hesed in Ure
Lreqlit Uorporation, 1

urade “leece wool derritory wool

shrinkaze vercent shrinkage percent

Fine

1/2 blood

3/8 blood

1/4 blood

Low 1/4 ovlood

Common and braid
Average

029
5747
5245
Le .0

é%ié -E’

r

LR W e
-

-

i
£ »

5947
rrocuction and
b%vaggu04 trgnch.

Lngton, June

L

O3 %0 N ps
- *
~IRY O Tl B Oy

-

Procucine Conditions

Wool production in Uregzon is affected by the environ-
ment in which the sheep entersrise is found. Lnvironmentsal
conditions differ merkedly Lebween Lastern snc western

Uregon. Yhese vifierences in

a
3
e
ot
3
0
#e
e
H
m
:3
1

ing the types cuc¢ qualities of

and the condition in which they ere warketed. lLethocs of

disposal of wool, anc the routes which wool

es through
the channels of cvistritution are iniliuenced Uy variaticn

in conditions.
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he Lastern Urevon Sroducing Lres

Operating Conciticns

Sheep production in mastern ures 50N Lends Loward spe=
cialization. .ost of the farms snu renches on which sheep
production is the .o jur enterprice zre located in the
Eastern Oregon ;roducing area. L{here are also many larms

where the sheep sre kept in addition to other {ferming enter=

prises, particularly in irrigsted aress and scattered di-

o

versified farming section

&3]

.
There are several factors which afices the wool Lro-
duced in Eastern Uregon. These factors are inter-related

in their actica on each other and upen the wool produced,

The nature of the area - its clisate, topography and

vegetation ~ liunits the wmanner in which the shieep enter-
prise is conducted, ond tends to cefine the sroduct pre-
sented for merketing. Urowinz concitions are similar to

e

range conditions in the inter-mountain s.otes. Sheep are

3

run on arid ranges and in mountain forests. Hainfzll tends
to be secanty in most varts of the area. ihe soll is feirly
loose and tends to be sancy in parts. Vegetative covering

in the drier sreas is sparse.
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Characteristics of the Wool

Fine-wool sheep seew to bLe Lest adapted Lo the condi-
tions of the area. Consecuently, sheep of homuouillet and

ate. lhe fine wool

ol

g oy A
Dre ooy

other fine-wool Lacwsround
sheep possess & herding instinet that is essential, espe-

cially where tie are grazed in Lands under the care

of herders. ihese 2p are hardier and wore acapted to the

weather and [orage conditiens than are other types of sheep.
Greater productiocn of the finer srades of wool is the re-
sult of the necessity of raising sheep to fit the conditions
under which they zre to be run.

Crossing of fine-wool ewes with long-wool raus is
practiced in order to produce @ somewhst Letter meat care
cass. Many of the ewes now run in the area are crosshreds.
The herding instinct secums not to have been lost, nor has
the adaptability of the sheep toc tihe rance concitions. The

o

wool loses slightly in fineness, tut the larze part of the
wool produced in the region tends to fall in the fine and
1/2 blood grades. (Zee Teble 2.)

During periods when wool prices are low in compsarison

with meat prices, wany vroducers use mutton treed rams on

their ewes, disposing of all the croy for meat. if
any of these lambs zre kept for breeding, the [ineness of
the wool will be decreased anc varisoility of the fiber

q

will be increased. bxtresely fine wools (70s, 8Us) are



c enger common in Lastern Ure-on, rellecting the ine-

Ly the grow-

ing conditions reilected in the forsge svalilable, and in
the nutrition managesent of the operator. In dry years
when vegetation is sparse, or when the foraze is linited by
heavy snows, the length ol staple is zifected as well as
the strength of the wool fibers. otaple length csn also be
affected by the selectiovn of breeding stock by the producer.

In the wmarket place generally lonzer stspled wool is more

;m

o
- ey
Tlexail

desirable beczuse of in

477

ity of its uses.

Shrinkage is cifected by the tyres of sheep raised

and the conditions of the renze. Fine wool siheep tLend to-

ward a denser Ileece countaining more wool presss then do

sheep of medivm ng-woel breeds., The vegetative cove

1, combined with low

s

%ui.

ering of the r= the loowe 3o

7]

rainfall, act to sllow uore cirt &nc foreign webter $0 bew
come trapped in the wool then is the case in other sreas.
Ls a resuLt, shringeges are greater in the range areas.

2 Urepon wools has teen reducsd in

3

Shrinkage oi uwoste

(’}

recent years. osoue clips that were formerly spprazised at

from 65 to 70 percent siriuxaze have lasely been usriketed

on a basis of 60 percent shrink. This hsas been atbributed



{ollowing the

range liuaprovement in recent years,s

Limited varistions in 4le breecing of the sheep have
given an advantuze to the Zastern Ot regon procucer in the uni-
formity of his weool. The variaticns in srade ol wool are
less than in sreas where s wider selection ol breeds and
types of sheep are svailable to the procucer. This uni-
formity not only exists concerning the individusl animeal,
but also within the flock and, Lo an extent, from flock to
flock throughout the range area. JIhe advantsge to the pro-
ducer lies in the greater care of gracing end in & nore de-

sirable product from the point of view of the manuf acturer.

Size of Enternrise

Sige of operaticn varies

L #53

frow entere

ot
*.,,..X
D

prises with seversl thousand heso o farus with ondy a few
sheep, The extremely large ilocks of many thousand sheep
that existed in the past are rare. Late secured from Sforest
Service and bureau of Land wenagement grazing permits in-
dicate that the number of producers with over 1,000 head

of stock sheep usy ve zbout 100. Table 5 is presented to
show an approximatiocn of the size of the srazing permits.
Size of the smaller orerstors was conputed from relating

this data to cata from the 1950 Census of | agriculiture.

3Letter froa Jawmes Coon, President of Jestern wool
]

Storage Coupan rortland, vYreson. Loveucer L, 1653
3 b i 3




Table 5. vize of sheep enterprise in Lastern Jregon,
Ly distriet.

ﬁisﬁrictl

A B c

Total number of furus reporting y J
sheep< 293 4EC 390

Total number of sheep shorn3 117,811 806,989 8,513
Number of known opersztors with

ﬁrazlnb rights {or wmore than
1,000 head3 25 32 34

‘Total number of sheep covered by

grazing rights of cperators i ) _
with more than 1,000 head 57,580 GZ,LEQ0 73,745

Average size of operaticn, pro-
ducers with grazing g‘grts ior
ui{)l“e Uhan }»’(){f(ﬁ i

1‘.‘_".&

Producers with less than 1,00C

1

P,
e
'Y}

bistrict iver, Lorrow,
eeler.

Vn*u , wallowa.
J&wzt Har-

5 €

P
R.o')

2 0O
“ D

&is@rict
LUistrict

e e

ot

"/!

23ource oi cata: ;)u ugzgv* of az
330urce cf aata: survey of Huresu . sanagenent
nd forest service grazing pernit ‘records,

§‘3

the Lastern

From tavle 5 it csn be seen L
Uregon producing area the number of large sheep snterprises

1 sheepr 1s gulite smell,

£

compared to the nuuber of farus wit
Froducers ol larpe voluues of wool have more flexi-

i

bility in the preparation of their wool for narket. For



the large producer, wool becoues an |

farm income. 1t is ecvantegeous fer hiwm Lo prepare the
wool in the most scceptable wanner sossible in ovder to

improve the scceptability of his wool Ly OHE Drocessors.

3

over which tney

Large operatcrs, teceuse of
may spread preperaticn costs, are 2ble Lo GO advanced

preparation,

tags and crutchings, stained, or

Causes cof Lecrease in Procuction

The decrease in wool procuction in hastern

has been sttritutec to several fectors &y 2470

1. The

iiilty oif cuslilied skilled lavor has
LeC 1u recent veurs st salaries the
wool procducer couvld affore to DEY .

. p i cohier enteryrises, particularly
cmutLe, 8 caused suue fWumc@xﬁ Lo taxe advan-
taze oi a*&cr“*uLV@ uw’”r nities. 4in recent
years cattle prices ;;ve ue&& hisher relstive
to t’c risks end costs invelved than have wool

£

ﬁ

d

nd lamb vrices .

3. Wool oroducers nave noo 1ucred eu tineir effi~
ciency of procuetion : o
enterprises. Jutout ol 28 not ine
Creased relative to Lhe increases in costs and
investuents,

L. fhere has been much uncertainty on the ﬁart of
the wool producer in rezard to wool or :
prices, rovernmental range policies, ?nd tarifii
anc luaport policies.
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fhe Western Orescn Frocucing irea

)

In the Vescern Uregon producing arca the sheep enter-

i

prise is usually only one of seversl enterprises of a given

producer.,

1

+t 1ls true that cn some farms sheep production

-

is a large enterprise, but it is not as often the mejor en-

terprise as is true east of the Cascade wountains.

Sheep are maintained by the western Uregon roducer

for several reasons:

1.

2.

54

Lavor is utilized Lhat way not otnerw.se have &
marxet. in Jestern Uregon much ol the heavy work
in the sheep suterprise comes at pericds of the
year when the lebor is not demanded in other farme
ing operations. OUn aost nglwu¢¢ﬂm lambing takes
place before spring crop work, and shearing is
done Getween the Sprip@ ”?r%lﬁg and the early
summer fleld work. The time znd lavor involved
in the crdinary farm sheep {lock is not exten-
sive curing the seasons wacw the demands of other
enterprises on the operstor's time is at & peak,
such as at spring or {all culiivation periocds

anct at harvest tiie.

Sheep can uace use of cro: slterwazths and ty-
yr&ducts. very citen these uv-praduuts are not
efficiently utilized Ly ciher .ethods which Fit

as well into the operator's ferwing orzanisation.
oheep can also make use of waste szreas of the farm
such &as {ence rows, wood lots snd land too rough
for farming.

S sheep eaterprise czu be useful to the Western
yon Laruer in the integration of pasturage with
his crop rotation or s9il couservation prozraifi.

£5 an c&u uncertaking steep production
&iéu ;a ] “1;ca519n ol iarm opera DLOQS.

ilCdtlon t& ;xraqc cut risks md make wuore ef-
ficient use of lszbor, land and eguipment,

05 “rﬂvide &

Cash receipts from wcal fﬂu lag

source of revenue st fien farmers' working
capital is low. [his way sssist in reducing his

F.&
-

need for operating capita
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Operating “onditiocns

Operating conditions uncer which sheep are raised are
quite different frow the rance areas of the state. The
climate in Western Urezon is teuperate, with hesvy rainfall
during the winter mouths. Suwmers sre noruwally dry, occa-
sionally to the point that forage may be in relatively
short supply in loter July, sujust and Sepbeumber. The soil
is fairly hesvy, and usually has a heavier covering of
vegetation than most arezs of Eastern Ureszon.

The land is cut up into relatively suell fields and
pasture plots. Unfzrued sreas ol Vestern Cregon are wost-
ly undeveloped for utilizastion, with most of the lorested

and cut-over land too brushy and covered with uncergrowth

<

for efficient use by sheep.

Charscteristics of the Wool

kiost bLreeds oif sheep can be raised L. Western YI'egon.
Long and wmedium wool breeds are the established types bew
cause of their supecriorivy in meat procuction. Fine wooled
sheep are seluow founc in this erez Lscause ol their in-

feriority as neat vroducers ana because the heavy winber
rains are detrimental to the production of superior quality
of fine wool.

Predominance of long anc wedium wool sheep results in

most of the Westers Uregon wool beins of cearser races.



(See Table 2.) varies according to the
breeding of tie sheep and the level of nutrition msine

tained. The long wool breecs, os

i

tends to have s

produce a ileece that

or nine

times as long as eizht

less

T
than Lhirce

wool averaging

5
5
Wi

breeds vary in staple lensth with ave

the long wocls., Jome of the zediun w

e g
33 L

quite short stapled wool uncer ordina

as the southdown and the suficlk.

Hampshires snc Sulfclks, two of
produce fleeces that contsin black i

Ee
1%

colorec

3
¥

fiber cannot be used in 1iul

1

Py

creases the acceptevility oif thouse
place,

a}f’u

fr i“;

Long ana wediun wool

lThe high rainiall the winter

Curing

to wash oul cirt ar : di

are picked up ifrom the vecause

cover. bBecause of this, shrinkage of

ced

averages less than for wools produ

ern uUre

with Jestve

& big facuor

of variation in guality Lo be found.

wool quality is found not only from f

Lhelr

CRIE]

and spring

title implies,

ple lengths soume-

with very little

The sedium wool

reze length less than

ool breeds produce

ry cocunditions, such

Jg,; ii iz Qi 0T

Lreeds,

bers. Wool with black

fevries. This de-

market

5
Wi

ols i he
lezs cense ileeces.

saths tends

ol R S PR
1orelym welter

rt anda

the vegetative

oi
Western vregon wool

oy g

in the range areas.

wWool 18 Lhe extremnes

This variation in

lock vo flock, bus
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y - , Thd e wpen gt o
e oy « ANis vario-

within flocks,

of selection

bilicvy stews nri

. P S S 1 P B
SOOL ClloXeCuelisdtits vl the

practiced with :es

% S o t [ S P . P e S T i g e By s F o .
vreeding siock. iere L8 Lnsuiiicisnt wone CEIY incencive

selocticn.  wxceptions

Li€ Lore

to make wortt

can be noted, poriiculsrly in Lie

5 o pw e T T I S pox e 1
selling rams or founcation stock.

cication of Veriatility of wool floer in fleeces.

alwost all Lreeds and btypes of SLE€ep Call be Zrown

in Western Uregon, in conursst to the range aress where

there is a celinite tendency Loward only & few closely

related tyres which gre ac Lo the growing condivions

A R Y e g tarh B b
th ere, FMENY Iarners wich

for a particulor breed.
ferences from fars to ferm. osome srocucers even raise two
or three different breeds on the sszie farm. Often the
differences in [leece charscteristics zre sepniiicant,
btut because oi the extresely suall lets, meny of these

operators do not feel ¥8 thew to cifferentiat

among the variocus kinds
Not only are the ciflerent Lreeds found, but there

has been a tendency Lo wix the treeding indiscriminstely,

depending on the coperator's 1dess ol the woment or on what

kina of breeding raws sre avellsble at the vrice he wants



Figure L. Diagrams of fleeces showing fiber variations.

Fine Three-eighths blood
Neck

Quarter blood
Neck

Source: (30, pe 393)




to pay. AS 5 resyld

clear-cut long-ranse
ixture of Lreecs lus incressed the varizavility of the

wool resulting in & croduct with linited uses.

vize of Enterprise

Western Uregon sheep eater rises are usually small,
particularly where opersted in conijuaction with other

&4

enterprises. Uhere are alsc wsny producers so ohat while

an indivicual flock is suell the total nusber of sheep is
nearly &s great as in the renge area. loetle 6, tzken fronm
agriculturel census cata, esrhasizes the suell size of

sheep operations ir western part ol the state.

3
L
P

With the swall nusber of sheep ser fari, the volume
of wool from the incividual sheep envervrise is limited.
The small volusme of wool lismits the amount of preparation

that the producer csn effectively perforsm on his wool clip.

The amount of off wools would be voo small to te & market-

able unit and the sdded returns to crocucer for detailed
preparation of wool for nerket would pe unlixely to pay the
costs.,

Income from wool in Western Ureson is secondery Lo

the income frow sheep scld for weat ond mokes up only a

small part of the procucers' votal farm income. 4t the
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size ol o eration

Table 6. Lumber of sheep
‘ and county, 1950,

in western

sverage
size of

Area County ‘
: osrerabion

I benton 19
Clackamus il
Lane 4
Linn O

Hgrion 5

flultnomah 38

Polk 220

Washingbon 51,

Yamhill

.:;;;;.5

P
.-

»

o

3 Al O b A
Spoar B vad s
. .
7 N b A G

.

b2

-

-

1l Vlatsop
Columbia
Coos
Curry
Lincoln
Tillamock

.

-

Lad

&

By

=~

s OO
oY

s
[N

f..._i;.,_j
M had L e
P s AW T AU I SRR, |
B
(@]
L
!
wL
bt
Va2 At 0 B

MFY O DO
o L

\
A

i

[

’-_.s

~3

o b 4ol
A C
CHC

P

i1l Douglas 752 £1,593 104 .4

Josephine 37

e
o15 T, 956 %t

q%g"
o]
o
b
-
C\

Total L, 110 297,811 2.

Source: 1950 Uernsus 0 airiCu.cure.

Oregzon State Cenbral cxperiment staztlon in 1952 the returns
L)

from wool on che nill suntbed Lo 10 te 17

%

vercent oi the ;ross recelipts (3p.21 2,10 this situation
t Ly

precludes wmuch eilort on the tart of srocucer to improve
the wool that Le procuces or the rrepersi.on of the wool for

the wmarket.



it is seen lLeyve thet procuction lactors, both in

flock wroduction aress, nave

the range ereas anc the

an influence on

in production or

state must be taken inhto consideration. The goals of
the indivicueal grocucer zng hig ressons for meintaining
a8 sheep enterprise wust be relatec to any leprovements

I

in marketing.
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The extent of the preparstion that the individual

producer performs oun Lis wool cepends on the extent to which

the producer csn see its ofiects on t srice he receives
for his wool.
Large voluse wool procucers are umore iikely Lo see

N P

the advantages of supericr preparation because of tue

Lhelr total fara

P
[

part their returns from wool pla:
income. It is difficult to persuace Lhe suall producer,

whose wool returns are a winor part of his farm inconme,

desirsble under

4]

that improved preparatiocn of his wool 1
existing prices.

Tre technicsl wiowl exverience ol tLhe operg-

tor limit e aumount of preparation ne is avle to perform,
Here again, the large velume croducer o3 Lhe auvenitzie.

A8 a speclialist in wool fiocuelLicon L@ hes wore experisnce

technical knowledge

and it is ezsier {or

S

of wool than 13 the case Liie small rrocucer.
Small fiock operstors must allocste thelr managerial
resources among seversl enterprises. wi necessilty those

P T ST U T S U S
Lhe buil o thely férm returns

enterprises which
receive the  reatest consicerstion. They cannct afiord
to spena very wuch effvrt to obtein an extensive Know-

leuge of wool.
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Regardless of the ¢

ana menulsc-

turers, the indivicusi

cperator west find the level of
preparaticn that best fits his technicsl inowlecge, exe-
perience and ;roducticn sibustion.

| SUENERN S

How far v siwule be carried by the pro-

; 4 T oo . B O N c3 gy R o g
aucer has been o poOint ol ¢iscussion for nmany VEeLIs

& & of
Relative to much of the weol proouced in other areass of

Ty %,

the world, coums WOOL nes not Leen extensively pre-

perec. ihe

iossol preporstion varies consider-

ably, even in Jro iu.

Freparstion in Basbern enuc .e.torn ure.on Lo

Comparison of hostern and Jestern Uregon wools s
that the Bastern uregon producer has fewer problems to
begin with., His wools are more uniicrm, sng, in the case
of the.large operstors, in greater voluame, The wool is
easier to hancle, the problems of separatving inferior
wools are less and experienced persc nel sre wore readily
available.

In Western uregon the smell lots sné the extremies of
variability of cuslity enc condition of the wool compli-
cate matters. ELecazuse of the charscteristic methods of

Wools wore sorbon

pPreparing wWestern ur

anG hencling
3 Ton oot o . Dot ovves ot AT e a4 o e e
are required zt werehouse polnts snd at the mills pelore

this wool is satisfuctory for e wanufocturers' use.
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Separation of already small lots into even smaller lots

sracticels 1T im not feasivle to hire

1
EN

is often not

personnel experienced eno

Lo GO the separating or
grading at the farm.
Buck, of the U.s. Lepertuent of sgriculture, gives

twelve points for sacceptable prepuration of wool (3, T.l=ii.

NI & S H !
ohear on wry cle
£VOll sucond cut ; (leece in cune lece.
slcep ﬁibr ‘

-

*
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Pack in reg bi”u&uﬁ sxzed Lags.
Store Lﬂ CLC 1 z
Pack & :
12. Use i}I GRGLan

»

Pt ot
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* *

Mogt of these zu o Jestiocns are ones withuwn the capa=
bilities of any sneep operator, Lut trere exisls & great
variation in tne extent to which they are fcllowec vy the

incividuel sneep opersiors, perbicularly Lo Western Uregone

Shearing in the la flocks in sastern Yrezoen 18 an

fod

iwportant occesiocn. frovelliun: crews of nroiession
shearers are hirecd. These siesrers have ad experience and

can o the job efiiclently #n¢ smoothly. sost often Len-

.

porary shesring facilities are set up where the shesn are,

shearing sheds are still

although in scume ploces ner
usec. Some oi the operaters will zo so lasr ¢8 Lo xeep

large crews icle ii tiere hus been & rain end the leeces



are damp. 4ihe coriech .ethoos of vying the leeces and

the use of wool twine ang Dags are nob the roblems in

large operstions ss they sve the woel eliicient way of

-

handling lar-e voluuwses of woel. #s08% ol the Lasvern Uregon

wool does not stay lons on the rench vecause of laeck of

storage.
Where veriaticu in ore

relion rachice s in the

large sheep cperations is the extent i Various

3 % i T A T T M B e g b o o s e n ow
qualities and concitions of WOOLe 20 mUst operalions,
only & minimum of :eparetion is carried Out, ususlly lime

ited to sepsrsiin: oubt ta s Licek fleeces ang the off

it

wools. OUn scue very larse Opersticns, the yeoviing

v

fleeces,

ewe wool, wno rew 0ol are

iy Yo e e S S e b L o o N
fhere hzve veen seversl stbew bs Lo coriors rench

grading and sorting in an sthennt Lo smestic wool

more nearly ecgusl to sustralian wool in creparation. These

efforts have not teen successiul ia bhe rests Lack ol quali-

fied technicians, lack of aCceptence uy dealers and prow
cessors, anc lisck of any widesoread inbersst Uy growers
have been the nmajor factors for Lhese vest failures.

P. 4. Réié, 2n sustralien weol economist, sevs "...the
introduction ¢i sxirting, Clagsing ... slong bhe lines
of Australian practice apresrs Lo be Loth unwarranted

and impracticavbls " (oo
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Use of non-scourable branding fluids is & problenm
among large flocks. Operacional proctice has been to brand
the sheep for identificstion with verious fluids, some of
which gre not easily reaoved in the wanufacturin; proc-
esses. Hemoval of the brands is an eXoensive operation
for the manuiac burer, s it iavolves much cend labor. Von
ﬁergenkestim&ﬁe3 that use of scourable vrancing fluids
might mean & sasving of about three cents per clean pound
by the eliminatioca of the exrensive nand lebor, extra proc-
éssing end losses on the painted wool {20, p.G). vatisfac-
tory sccurable branding fluids sre HOW svVaiiacie on the

warkev, but have nct yet been univ ersally

Freparation of ‘estern urejon wool .&s been melinly at
the convenience oi Lhe procucer, liwived vy his knowledze
and technical scill., lhe sheep are shecred vy the producer
himself or by individual proiessional sheepr shearers where

they are availsible. Tiuwe of shearing is dependent on fite

St

ting the oreiation with other fars work, or wienever the
travelling shearer will be available. Yaecilitlies for shear-
ing vary considerably as does the care of the wool, Al-

though not rearly cs vrevelent =3 in the past, & Tew farmne

ers still tie Ileeces with whatever is fandy arce pack them

into any bag they iove availsble. Some vestern Uregon
farmers store treir wool on the fara, often in unsatisface

tory places wiere the weol mEy become Cirty or draw 50ise

ture, until it becowmes conveanlent to take the wWool to wmarket.




37

Very little separstion of Gite various types and qualie
ties of wool is done at the farm. wven oif-wools such as
tags, crutchings, burry flecces, cotted wool, or dead
fleeces are oiten tlrown with the vetter wools., The
Xestern Oregon vroducer is lisited in the amount of sepa=
rating he can ¢o Ly the swall amounts of the separates,
which makes for inefiicient hanoling, end vy the technie

cal knowledge that he pPossesses or 1s available to hinm.

Results of a survey of Preparation rractices

in western JUrezon

On & survey coanducted among she<p prooucers in four
counties in western vregon - Yamhill, rolk, serion and
Linn - 78 producers were asked questions concern.n their
preparation of wool for mariet. These procucers all had
small flocks of biackface Lreeding ranging in size from
25 to 500 head, znd were raigsing sheep in sddition to other
farming activities., The following results were obtained:

1. 68 procucers incicated the ey perforued a crutching

operation,
10 incicated tiat they ¢id not.

2. 62 producers ssid tihst they separated their taus.
16 35;1.0. whﬁ‘y ¢id o6 .

3. 57 procucers sheared in & tarn, shed or other
shelter.,
21 ¢id not.

be 76 procucers sheared their sheep on a ocard plate-
form or some other surface &Way iros the ground
or litter.

CLiC not.

2
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5. 32 procucers indicated that they kept shesring
locks and other bits of wool separated
~ from the [leeces.
L6 indicated that they did not keep these stray
bits separzte.

the lawb

6. 4ll producers who
wool sepor

7. 2 producers separated
76 procducers did not
fleeces.

w fibered [leeces.
= the black fibered

8. No producer in the survey separ:sted cotted fleeces.

9. 3 prouucers separzted burry flee
75 producers included burry fleeces
any, with the rest cif the woo

10. 64 procucers did not wix weol frowm desc sheep
- with the other fleeces
14 producers did not sepsrate desd wool from the
other wool,

11. A1l the ‘YGQUCLTS surveved tied their Ileece
wltm saper string ond psched them in regu«
lau¢uﬁ wool bag

On none of these farms was wool graded or skirbted.

Western Oregon operations sre too small and the wool too

variable to permit elfective g or sorting, be-

%

ond a minimum of separating oul certein types of of f=wools.
bl oot

1431

it will be notice¢ from the survey Laken thst in most in-
stances very little sorting of off-fleeces was done. it is
not feasible for small producers to separste small quantities
of wool. There is slso the question of degree - whether the
fleece in question is enocugh inferior to be separs ted frow
the rest of the fleeces. din some cases the infericr wools

are not recognized by the prowucer.
f & £
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One of the msjor criticisme by ouher segments of the

wool industry of the producer methous of prepurstion of

o

wools is presence of tags or dung locss in the fleeces,

These inferior parts creste problems in clesning the
fleeces and in other manufacturing processes as welil
causing stains in the wool. Lincreases in the estimation
of shrinkages on clipé in which the taps are included
directly affect the rroducer biuwself, Vestern Oregon
wools have been hesvily criticized for this fault.
burvey results incicate thst while the mazjority of the
producers separate tags, & number of tLhem make no effort
Lo do so. Vestern Oregon procucers receive no naiiuﬂ
of the shrinkage of their wool and consecuently, ey
not be aware of the effect of the presence of heavy tags
in their wool.

Preparation of wool for msrket can be improved in

~both Eastern and iestern Uregon. The extent oI prepara-

tion on the farms and ranches is far lecs Lhen in mos st
of the wool producing areas of the Southern hemisphere.
Domestically procuced wool is in competition with these
wools and with synthetics for utilizstion Ly bhe manue
facturers of textiles.

Australian wool perticulerly is well tasged, skirted
and sorted within very asrrow ciasses 56 bhat bhe sanufac-

turer need orcder only the specific wools that re needs for
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his products. &alwost all of this is done &t the shearing
shed. The compevitive position ol soorly prepared wools
has been wealkened. in comestic woole, lack of the uni-
formity found in sustralisan wools and the lower levels of
preparation ol wools procuced in this ares increase Lhe
manual handling necessary, [urther incressing the dise
advantage (-1, 1.,3).

lmproved or additional prepsration of wool by domes-

tic producers is dependent upon whether the costs to the

producer are cfiset by higher grices for the improved woolse.

The producer must slso realize to what extent the vrice he

receives is depencent on the preparaticn of 4is wool.
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THE PROLUUCER'S SPPUUACH TO vilwoloiy OF w0OL

je¥

Frocucers vary in their zttitudes voward the mardeting
of their wool. When the incivicual sreducer 1s ready Lo mare-
ket his wool, he is {sced with maxing @ cecision as to where,
when and how that weol is to Le maricbed. Ihe gecision that
the producer uwzkes is consclously, or @more citen uNCOne

sciously, based on several [lacuoorsa:

P

1, Ine producer's iknowledse of
‘ its value.

2. The producer's kaowledie of the outlebs aveile

able Lo him snd his uncerstancing of the

218 product and

‘ 7 aarLet structure.

3. The inportance of wool sinong the commodities
producec on the farm.,

4Le dne amount of interest the producer has in wore
xeting of wool.

Factors iffectiny Froducer's Lecisions

Knowledge possessed by the srocucer congerning Lhe
L] Iy th

product that he hes procuced veries consicersbly. Because
of his greater vclume, the Lerge procucer is iore likely
Lo possess grester knowlecge of his arotuct, snc may heve
made a grester efifvrt to attalun that snowledge, ke will
have made an eifort to find cut uhe velue of his wool by
gathering information as to his srades, staple length,
shrinkage, acceptabiiity on the part of the trade besides
checking on the activity of the wool .zrket =nd the prices

+

being paid. His scurces of information sud its accuracy




radio, news

peper, few ol the large

producers may 0 £0 fsroas

tested.

gsauple of their wool

Swall producers, on the cther hand, way have only an

3

incomplete kuowlecue of the product tirey have for dispoge-
al and little informaticn concerning prices. lheilr undere
standing &nc ebility to relase orice ang werket infor-
mation may be lacking. They wmsy have put 1litile or no
effort intc trying to cscervain the velue of their Prod-
uct in the serket place,

The producer's inowledze of the sariket outlets,
and an undersbaending of how each of these outlets op=-
erates, may be only hazv snd vague. His avility to

appraise his market opportunivies is limited Ly his

knowledge of the cutlets available Lo hiule

¥ o B b ER e e g e g [ PO
The producer's eficrt to find out the value of his

wool and the best weans ol clsposing of it will tend to

very with tie luportance of wool auwony the srocucts of

i1

1 o yryry Yy o S . THhe e e e sl n . € gt eyt oy z
his farm to G AT T L8 . LLE LIOULCeY L0 WO wool is

an lmportent source of inceme will usuwlly nule a greater

SN e E e e b IR, iy fo o
cLs wool s worth znd how the wool

effort to £ind ous o

can be marketed Lo obtaln es clesely as possible his ese
timate of its value. 4L diffserence of one or Swo cents a -

pound in the price recelved {or the producer of larsze vole

umes has quite an influence on the returns he obtains.




#here wool is but s minor source i lncome for the
producer, he will usuaily not give the marketing of the
wool greast emphasis. & gifierence of even five cents a
pound may not mesn &s much to him as the vsristion of a cent
a pound to a large cperstor. The prooucer of small volumes
of wool is more likely to be limited in his knowlecge of
the value of his product and its relationship to the mer-
ket. Tais limitstion on the rregucer's knowledge of wool
and markets will influence his avbility to cbtain the full
value of his wool.

Interest of the producer in effective wool merketing
is important in iniluencing the amount of effort thst he
will make., 4lthouw h interesoc will teua to vary airsctly
with the iwportance of wool to the producer farm income,
it often cuts across sige influences. A small Froducer,
because of his interest in wool regarcless of ios relow
tionship among his other farw procucts, may heve as “reat
a knowledge of the value of bhis prouuct anc how best Lo
market it as almost any larze producer.  fermers who laeck

an interest in markeving their product will tend to sell
to the most convenient buyer, or the first buyer to offer
them a price for their wool.

Some farmers build up & coafidence in & siven way of
selling or scie Perticular warset sgency and will use that
outlet invariably, even though they could do petter elsew

where. lany of these farumers lsock confidence in their
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P

ability to better their returns by finding other cutlets.
The producer's prejucice against a specific cutlet or way
%

of marketing umey aliso interfere with his obtaining the

best possible price for his wool,

Lines of innroach

There are two lines of & grosch thet the producer
might take in making his merketing decis.ions. ihe proe-
ducer may take what coulc be called & "rational' approach
to the problem. he would determine the value o the pro=-
duct he has for szle. 1in doing this he would hsave to have
the necesssry iknowledze of whet he has produced gna be
able to relate his wool with a price. fo ¢o so the pro-
ducer must have the needed informstion svallab.e and have
the training and sbility to intervret what he [inus,.

Secondly, the producer would heve to &ppraise the morketing

opportunities to ascertain where he could obtain the value

of his product and now to g0 about oblaining the full price.
On the other hand, the producer might act "irracticnally®

by selling his wool tou the clesest desler or the lirst

buyer to come azlongz at whetever price was ciiered. Iin

this case he would bave made no effort to lesrn the value

of the wool nor the markst opportunities. The producer

who receives the full valiue for his wuol in this situa=-

tion would do so only by cheance.
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Very few Uregon wool procucers would fit either ex-
treme, The lorge veolume wool producer would tend btoward

the first approach, snd the smell producer, particulsrly

in western Urepgon, would possibly

o
1

situation. However, on the basis

ducer's situation he may actuslly

of esch incvividusl proe

be scting towsrd his

best interests even though 10 might appesr on the suriace

that he was not merketing nis wool

Actually a producer is umsrketing
he is making tvhe wmost effective u
that he has in making his merkebi
to his sheep entervrise snd its -

zation. 1in this sense, the du

[
L]
-
1)

of wool to merket relative Lo his
farm commodities may be acting re
wool to & counvenlien®t desler locat

The amount of knowledge end

&

»

producer has is sortent in maki

Availaebility of information is &l
4

reasons that producers market uhe

knowledge is that the informaticn

the value of their procuct anc th

is difficult to obtain. &n expen

effort and wmocney

marketing of his wool msy not be

:Ifectively.

his woul rationally if

se of the znowledge

ng cecisions in relation

slace in his fearm organi-

cer with & smalil amount
aotal gutputbt of actual
ticnally in selling his
ed close by.
understending that a
ng marketing decisions.
0 important. une ol th
ir wool with incomplete
needed by bhem to assess
e market oprortunities

citure of extensive tiume,

cather informetion relevent to the

mece up by the auditional
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receipts ottained. L statewent mece by Johnson and Haver

regarding mancgement situstlons applies very much to the

wool producer and his procuctiocon anc marketing oi wool:

&

rﬂ@ney, \('1& 64_’.1 Ort’ l?’l }_;QI«LGI {ill..lm,a &A o
amounts of any oi Lhbe .
than such adoitional per;@rﬁ;nce is worth

{16, p.33).

Producers need to become &s inforwmed on the aarketing

£

€ Od

w

of their wool as their situation will allow. ba
obtaining informstion may make 1ts use more widespread
within the limits imnosed by the sroduction and marketing

framework of she individual producer.
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In making his merketing declsion the prouucer makes
several chcices inveolving how the wool is to be sold and
with whom he deais. Ihe grower needs tc know the pos-
sibilities available to him relative Lo the wool whicn he
has to offer. in order to achieve msXinmum returns the
producer should decide how his wool is to ve sold s well

as to whom he wiil sell itv.

basiz of Sale

Wool can be sold by the preducer un basis oi grede or
it can be scla ungraced. Yo blanket statement can be made
that sale on a zraded basis is vest for the procucer in
all market situstions. wacChn bagls ol sele hes auwvanltaozes

and disadvantages, depending on the progucer anc the wool

that he has for sale.

3ale on Graded bagsis

Selling wool on the basis of zrede means thot the
fleeces are graded wn¢ the weights ol wool in the various
grades taken., ihe producer is paid on the basis of the
amount of wool he hes in each grade and the velue of the
particular grace of weol. Gracing is done Dy trained

technicians who are wble to separate the {leeces into the
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o
{

various gragues in line with cssors! regulirements and

the relative prices for esch srece ol wool., 4f Lhere is
& &

2

particularly hesvy demonc for certs.n Jyeces to the exuenty
of influencing vhe price, the preders can vlsce borderline
fleeces into the graces whics have the _restest price ad-
vantage.

FProducers who sell thelr wool n & graded Lasis have
an opportunity te educate theuselves oz Lo the gqualities
of wool that they produce. This inforuation can be uselul
to the producer in Itraulsting uis breecing pro_raua il he
wishes to breed for the quslities ol wcool which are in de-

E 13 - - - < oo 1 5 -
mand . he grading of wool slsc can inform the procucer as
to the uniformity cf the wool. 1If the fleeces are sepa=-

re cnderance of the wool

x

Lt

rated into many gracves with no i

in any one grade, the procucer can see thut there is a luock

of uniformity in the wocol producea by his flock. The

2

knowledge of the [races of wool he has may be uselful bto
the producer in future merketing decisions, providing he
does not change the breedinz in his [lock.

belling wcol on a graded besis is awventageous for
the producer who is prouucing & fairly uniform wool of
qualities most in demend, particulerly if he is in an
area where much of the wool is celicient in uniformivy

1

and is of less desirasble grades. because ol & tencency

to price wool on the basis of aversz cs wihere wool is



bought outrignt on an un

o

reclize

high gquality wool w

SUNVRE S

woel on a graded

& DEBLE

pooOr wools

&8 he woulu hove ST aie-

WOork now exisise.

regard to

producing sres

3

sale on Ungracen

The proo

will have & liuwitst
of his wool, uals
experience ciscoveren

flock. without tie wnowleo

the producer is

its full value.

aglée on an

mental Lo producers uniivres

throughout the ¢l rLiculariy in

large volunes,
wool goes ¢

repacking.

@5 1L uUDNECesw

the buyers. ‘he uniiormity of

Bary to 50 Lo vie e L ool Lhe clip




Original bag clips come mainly from the large flocks

in the range area,

hethods of Selling

Four princiycl methods of selling wool are practiced

o
pics

in Oregon. ihese wethods are: (20, p.5)

(
(
(
(

£\ N
Nppst®

) Szle on cousignuent.
) Co-vperative seiling.

Sale on Conbract

Contraciing for producers' c¢lips iu advance of shear-

¢

ing is gometires done in Oregon, particularly for large
clips in the range erees. Sale Ly contract mesne that

the producer agrees te deliver his wcel to the buyer, usu-

ally at a stipulated price, zlthou

vecasicnally, depende

ing on the type of enterprise with which the contruact is

made, the contract will c¢zll onl, for delivery of the wool
to the wmarketing ajency. The producer may be paid a pre-
shearing advsnce on the basis of the contract.

The

tract, ascsures
By contracting, he is not taking & chance on & rise in
wool prices, or sllowing himszelf

rodusers tand te te eritical of

of a falling

contracting =nd coupiain when rrices rise anove the price in
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the contract, but are very satisfied when prices are below
the price contracted, Dy this method it 1s uicre to the
producer's benelit to contrect his wool when failing prices

are likely to occur aund not to conoract on & rising woel

market unless he can see other sdvanits
wool contrscted, such as convenience or financizl aid.
Buyers, on the other hsnd, sre more likely to offer con-
tracts when there are prospects of & rising wool market,
or & possibility of & short suvply of & varticulsr XKind
of wool,

Most of the contrecting is done in the large clips

of Bastern Urerzon., ihe volume of wool is atbtractive snd

the uniformity snd cuslity of tie wool mesn less risk to
the buying agency. Very little wool contraciting is done

in Western Uregon, s the volumes are small, cesusing higher
costs to the contrsocting firm. The lack of uniforaity of
the wool and the methous of preparstion also proouce great-
er risks to the buyer. woome contraching in sesbern Uregon
wools occurred in 1951 when buyers were anxious Lo procure
supplies of wool., such of Lhe contracting &b thot Lime
was for speculative purposes, with prospects of war gouds

contracts anc extremely high wool prices.

Qutright sale

Producers who sell thelr wool cutrigh

-



price for all the wool that Lhey deliver to the ouying

ol

agency, regardless of whe

w080 0f the wool
sold by procucers in Ure.on is smardeted in this nanner.
The producer is rale et the time of delivery of Ghe wool
to the purchazer,

A majority of the outlets in uregon operste on this

nuaber of the

method of merketing wool. because of the
Firms and their locsticn in bilg pIoduelng area, particu-
larly in Wesier:n “regfon, they ore close Lo the croducer
and have the sdvantaje of convenicnce.

Producers who sell their wool sutright sell wool un-
graded. Unless they inow the value of their preduct, they

are limited in cower sno sre &L a disode

vantage in cealing with tue purchasers on Lhis Lasis.

Neither do tney have ithe sc at or cuality

&

which sellins on basis of
e - LN [ W o o
for some orocucers, selling, wool in Shis manner is

an advanbage Ior the deal is conswaatbed and ended when

the buyer toies pousession.,  lhe procucer does pot usually

worey g - ey ol e e oy SRR TUPC S N
have to walt for Lis SNV s e L3

which goes the sellin: and resurns to

Eati 1y eXe

the producer the proceeds of the sale winus e

penses, whicl isciuce Uhe cousignee's comuission. The
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firm to whom the wool is consizned coes not take bitle

to the wool, but merkets the wool in the wmost sdvaniegeous

manner possible ifor the producer. in 80 doing, it scts

more or le*“ as the producer's asent.
* H

Fuch of the wool sold on consignment isg graded bvefore

-

it is sold, unless the consignee feels it will be advan-
tageous to sell on originel bag basis. the greding is done
by technicians employed by the consiznce. selling of the
wool will take pirce over g pericd of tiue, depending on
market activity and the merchsnt's icess as to when is
the best time to sell the wool.

This method of selliny wilil not be suvantaseocus to
the producer who needs or wants his umoney soon slter de-
livery« Often it will take & veriod of several months
before the producer will receive his finsl payment. &
further disacvaentzge to the producer is thet the commission
merchants in uregen are 2t & cistance Irom vhe places in
which the wool is procuced, which adds the inconvenience
to the producer oi having to haul or ship his wool vo the
warehouses oi the merchant.

Primary «cventase Lo the [rooucer in seilinpy wool

q€ fiires the services of a firm

Fage

on consignment is thot
that is experienced 1n weol merketing snd the producer

is most likely to get the fuil velue of his wool. Becazuse

of the grading, the producer is assured of being pala what
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the wool is actually worth, an advantaze to the producer

with superior wool. He also can be better inforied as

to the quality of his product.

Cooperative Jeliing

Cooperative marketing way be carrisd on ab two

levels: (5, v,11).

cé ol.
entraily locsated marketing s ency.

where the growere market cooperatively under the local
pool system, they banc together to sell their wool to bake
advantage of volume wnd better marketing cirection. Lach
producer commits his wool to vhe comuon lot and the wool
is sold as a unit, oUnly very rough grading or separsting
is done to make the pool wore attractive. The wool is sold
to & buyer who wants wool in larse guantities.

Cooperative morneting through & lersze centrally

£

located organization is mucn the same as selling on con-

signment. The major ezception is ¢heot the producers them~

s

selves are the owners oi the feocilities sznd & manager is

23]

hired whose function is similsr vo the couwission merchant.

The producers must send their wool to the cooperative's

“

warehcuses where it is graded and sclcé for them. JSelling

cooperatively is zcvantageous te the producer ci better

3 Lhe wool is handleu on sraded basis. lhere

oo

quality wools

oy

is also the opportunity to lesrn more about the wool thst




ing cooperatively incluce reducec costs ol

the producer has grown. Uther sdvanteses claimed l'or market-

2

hendling of wool

between the procucer snc menulscturer, =ndé a stebilizing

[43]
(o3

EAd

effect on the market throuzh the orderly aisposal of

&
wool (&, v.57,50),
Producers who huve inferior wool mey func vhat they cen
market more advantazeously elsewhere. & further disal=
vanﬁage is thet the wool must be taken or shipped to the
cooperative's warehouse., alsc, time is involved in more

1

keting cooperstively, The producer w

y not recelve his
final peyment until almost Cime to harvest the next clip
of wool., However, coopera.ives will oiffer a loan on the
wool in the form of an advance which wost procucers ac-

cept (&, p,20),

Auvetion darketing

Wool auctlions have occurreu from btime ©to time in
Oregon but have not tecome & mejor method of selling wool.
They are a factor to the procucer oanly as his wool is re-
presented in the auction through his azent, such as the
cooperative or commission dealer. However, the wool pro-
ducer should have socme notion about the operstion of the
auction method of seiling wool, as he has sowme rights and
duties if his wool is sold in this manner. Auctiocn selling
is of more importance for the lerge procucer s it is ounly

large clips that are most likely to be sold &8s a single lot,.
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The first step in auction rrocedure is to display

or sele for the

!”"4

wocl of fered

samples of the lets of

buyers' inspection. Satsloss are Lssucd for ‘he sale

54
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T the gale 1L S CArried on Ln & niasce SEREYALE ITO0mM wadre
the wool is exhibvited.

Producers rave the

the bids on the particuisr
set by the grower, the highest bidder
lege for 24 hours of bargaining with the srower. This
means that the grower rust have soume knowledge of his
¢lip and market possilbilities, and Lhe aoility to bar-
gain. Wool that is unscld at the suction m&y be sube

1

nrivately.

[&]

mitted at a later asuction or sc

A

Wool growers have given the foll owing reasons why
they favor wool auctions: (7, p.15-18)

(1) there is competitive
cumulation of vuying pos
() The educational vslue
(3) Open bidding wuying,
seller on 2 nore open basis.
(L) Sales sre fairly quick and 1
to bowe and have the further sdvanta
immediate returns.
Woel is sold on the basis of its serit.
Buying by the 41118 s wore directb bua
through the ordinary channels.

LS Y oy
WALl Lang

A—— gy,
Ohn
S i

On the other hand, other wool procducers have con-

ceived the following cisadvantas of wool suctions:

ot enough competition among tLhe tuyers,
Auctions invelve sdditionai selling costs.
Not encugh will vuyers attend the o uctions.,
There haven't been the sufiilcient volumes to
attract lsrge numbers cof buyers.

SR R
" W Mg W™

(
(
(
(




(5) Collusicn among buyers has boen claimed.
(6) No date which is sutisfa CbOIj for all
buyers can be arranzed.

Australian experience has shown a pain for producers
three years ocut of four through the suction system of selling
wool. In that country auctions sre well estsblished and

the production and marketing systems

sre s8¢ orpanized a&s to
be able to use wool zuctions effectively (3%, pa3c,bl3),

At present the zuction system of selling wool is
not widespread, but in time mey becoue impertant. Limita-

tions to its use now sre the variacility of the wool,

difficulty in getting tegether sufficient volumes of abe

!‘"%3
p]

tractive wool and & lack of resl Crt on bhe

b

upy

a

some segments of the wool trade,

Producer Considerabtion

The producer needs to be zwire of the variocus methods
of selling so thet he may meke & wise decision as to where
and how he wants to sell his wool. buch methoed hes its
advantages snd disadventeges for various sroducers. fhe

individual producer wmuss be sole to choose the methol which

%

most nearly fits his particu situalion relative to the

wool he has to sell. he must consider what he can afford

to do in the way of merketing when e needs his

W
&
by
by
&y
[
¢t

-

he has, anc his ate-

money, the xnowled: e and underscandi

titude toward wool marketing in general.
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Wool procucers uwust decide where mnd to whom they will
sell their product. is with the other decisicns thet the
producer makes, his chorce of morket cutlet often follows
the path of convenience or lesst reslitaice.
caused by the unimportance of wool returas or it nay be
the result of incomplete knowlec e on the part of the pro-
ducer concerning the cutlet opporbunities thet are availe
able to him. In the light of his productbion situantion and

producer must exzmine the

42
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outlets available to find the one most suit-d Lo his needs.
The more information a vroducer has, the more likely he

is to make the correct cholce in line with his orocuct and
what he needs in 2 market vubletb,

Bach producer mav huve several possible outlets for

o

his wool. Each outlet has advantagesz for particulsr pro-

ducers. The maritet cutlet chossn by one producer msy not ve

the most logical choice for another.

Function of the darket Uutlet

joie
e
a0
oy
by
¢4
=

Mars<et outlets serve as the 1i Lhe producers
of the raw wool ond the manufzcturers who use the wonl.

The dealers, buyers, and others who buy or handle wool add




to the utility of the product in several wavs Form and

o

volunmes of

place utility is g

&

ven bLie
raw materisl in convenient Processors.
Users of wool prefer to buy in cuentities suited to their

needs, and in the i'ora in which they can use the wool. It

18 1lneconvenlent and expensive for the manulfuciburer to

travel about buying

Grading and sorting sicirting, aic in pube-

ting the wool in & form so thet the manufecturer need

Y

wool thot be neecs

buy only the types and
for his operztions.

Time utility is also

storage by the dealers and ¥ills heve in the

past seviral yeesrs accustomed themselves to buywing on a
hand-to~-mouth basis, rurchasing che wool they need only
when they heave orders for products, or in anticipetion of
orders (O, p.2). storage in the producing regiong hes

increased in receant yesrs. stor 1 wool by cealers and

handlers incresses thelr costs throush the necessity of
having warehouse spuce, and throush the risk of chonges
in wool prices.
There are four zfeneral types of morket outlets ava.l -
able to the Ure
(1) Coc

son woeol producer. Chese are:

seretive marketing orgenizations.

(%) Frimsry marviet aemiefv
{3) Locel wool cealers
(L) Manufucturers.
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Cooperative Marketing Uresoizations

Two types of cooperstive morketing organizations exist,
the small local wool pool and the lsryge resionel cooperative
marketing agency. These organizations are an extension of
producer activities into the marketing {ield. Cooperstive
marketing became iuportant when wool oroducers felt there
was a need for such organizabions, because of their distrust
of the private merieting agenclies. Cooperctive marketing
organizations are an sdvantage to Lhe producer oaly &s
they are zble to inject competition into the wool marketing

sreabor gervice to the grow-

ok

structure and are able to oife
er than he could obtain elsewhere.

The small loecal wool pool is nob & comuen outlet for
producer's wool in Uregon although such crpanizsbions do
exist in scattired lecalities. Ho producers were conbacted
in the Willamette velley survey who merketed through a pool.
The operations of the local pools include the sccumulation

of producerg lots to forw g more markebeble volume of wool.

The wool is usually sold to or handled by larger primary
market dealers. Tlhe procucer is palc on the basis of the

amount of waol he consribubtec to tihe pool alter coperating

expenses are met.

Uregon has cne lsr e regicunal cooperstive marketbling

agency, the Facilic woel Growers Ccopersative ssscciation
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located in Portland. This crgenization was originally
formed to serve procucers in the Willamette valley, but
nas since expanded to receiving wool from sl1l cver the

Pacific worthwest.

The cooperstive regerves, grades anc pools the prom

ducer's wcol.

€880rs or other dealars in

possible. 1hLe

(ER P ol

are shown in toble 7,

fable 7. busber of by a“e ?acific

n‘“mv a in

U50=53.,

Year

] T croducers
covered in ngvey

1951 =G 20
1952 29 19
1953 33 22

source:

1Bost of the Jestern Uregon wool rraded Lhree- ~eighths,

3 s

v R TR L . O a4
guarter blocd znc leow Yere lne slaple lengbh was

clagcses, even

ol, €ting it Lhroughe
out the year when warketing conditicns are govd, 4t is

bonded for storase under Commodity Lredit Gorperation none

Y

recourse loan provisions. The Yorderly marketing"




process distributes the sales of wool 4 iroughout the entire
season. Producers may Leve L0 wail ror extended perives of
time before receiving their final settlewents on the wool

|
|
|
|
\
; they have consigned.
|

Financial assistance is offereé to growers through the

practice of swaking advances on the wool #t tine of delivery.
The advance is sctuelly & form of loan which is cancelled
when the final payuents to the provucer are completed.

The acceptante of tie zovences is not wandatory, but al-
most all procucers taxe ihen (6, pe2C}.

Other services offered by the Pzeulic woolzrowers
include the retailing of suprlies anc various educational
activities.

In areas where the wools sre variable in guality and
preparation, uugrsded wools are bought on the basis of
the average of the wool procuced. Froducers with asbove
average quality wool do not obbain comuensurate returns
excepl by sale on a sraded basis. The cooperstive pro-
vides this service.

Cooperative uarketing organizations cannot sarket
wool effecvively without the suprort of Sheir sembers.
Producers have had the tendency to expect their cooperative

nrics

&

to market thelr wool to adveantesre in years of adverse

situations, anc then desert the co=-0p in years of price up~

swings (13, pJkj.




Primary larket Jutlets

¥
§

Primary market ceslers ave those who sre located in
a large marketing cenber where wool ig collected Lo be
sent to the manufacturing and trading centers of the hast
Coast. Portlend, Crezon, is sn exzimple of such a primary
market. Wool cowes to Fortlsnc not only from all parts of
Oregon but also from surrcunding states anc slaska.”

Primary market cutlets availzble to the wool producer
are of two types: (a) dealers who hendle wool on eorie

signment, and (b} those who buy wool oubr

ample of a consignuent cealer iz the vestern wool JLorage
Company of Portlend. Zxemples of primary dealers whe buy
woeol oulright are Llue lountain Hide snd ool Coumpany
and Portland Lide azng acol Co WLENY o

Most dealers who take wool on consignment o not

take title to wool or do buying on thelr owne. This ai-
lows them to devobte their full ener.y Lo th

marketing of the wool entrusted to thed.

charge their fees usually cn the basis of

the selling price. In the psst comizsions of a flat rate

&

aspects of o berminal market, as

Jul used in local menufscturing

a large ‘}'szrt GL uii(:: i
plants passes throush
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per pound have been chorzed. dome o

by

o3

engaged in buying sctivities for thewselves. These
Practices tenced o meke them less effective in HATAE -

ing wool consiznec o them.

isted in the pest have since boen eliminsted {14, 03275,

ed selling, volume hsndling, AYEaCing and storsge.  some
place restrictions un the sizes snd types ol wool thet
they will handle. This is done &
speclalization, snd because of ths

clips. The Fresident of the Yestern woo

pany stated thut he preferved nob
than 1000 pounds. Clips of less Lhan bhis size were Loo
small to handle efficiently.

Primary market cealers who buy wool outright are

not an iwmportant direct ocutlet for the Western Jrszon

producer, These

gents who are situated

I.n the Sul‘\lﬁf Gl WIS 0N Lol org GhLY DLE Lulte

mer was contactsd whoe
dealer. Primsry meriet
flat price per pound.

benefit of the zroducsr




Local Qutlets

Local buyers znd deslers loceted in the producing

ey

areas serve as zn importact cutlet for Uregon wool=

»
y
H

growers. Taking the state 88 & wucie, there are a large

4

number of these local outlets,

L

sarticulsrly in Western
Qregon. The individual woolgrower ususlly ratronizes
only those locsted within a few miles of his fari.

There are tiree wain ovypes of local cutlets avail-
able to the wool procucer. These are:

(1) Trensient Luyér¢ of eastern mill and pri=
wary &agencies

{2) Local buyers 1 Eo purchase wool lor primary
merket agencies or for centrsl market a-
gencies or ﬁlﬂlot

{3) Independent local deslers who are not directly
affilisted with a larger marketing agency.

-

Transient buy.rs of eastern will and primery agencies
are major outlets for wool 1n Lastern uregon ranje areas;
they are experienced wool men and cowe o the renches to
inspect and bid on the wool clips. Transient buyers are
particularly zctive pricr to and during the shesr.ng
season. ln yesrs when price rises are forecast these
men may coniract to buy many range clips Ior in acvance
of the shezring tiue.

Buyers for the primery market firms and & lew ol the

larger local independent de:lers are ususlly residents of

the coumunity in which they operste. Dbuy.ng of wool is
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usually a sideline cccupsation for thew. This type of

fleece wool &reas.

buyer is prevalent throughout u:

o8

The survey of uwesteran Ure rroducers found the larmers

selling to persons who were grain elevaltor operators,

feed and seed dealers, livestock buyers and f{eeders,

« , 2t el aemahesTars  and oo b e Pororer e
pereSE}.‘aOﬁ&A sheepshearers, and rart-Lide LaTuers.

Local buyers purchase the wool cutrizht from the

producer. The grower is paic = flat price per pound for
his wool regardiess $ quality or the nanner in which

he has prepared nis Ho advantsge in price is paild

to the producer for hi cuality wools winich are worth ore
on the market than the average ol tie szrea. Froducers of
wool which is equal to or below tlie zversge of the area in
grade, shrinkage, znc preparaticn way Ifind it to advan-
tage to sell to tiis btype of outlet, as they would be
‘receiving wore than they would if the wool were sold on
the basis of grade.

These local buyers zre pald & ilat per pound cowmnise
sion for the wool that they buy for the largzer wmarketing
organizations. This comuission averages asibout two cents
a pound for valley buyers. Locel wool buyers do not pay
much attention to the qual.ty of the wool. They are not
technically informed as to the gualities, shrinksges, and
staple lengths of the wool that they buy, and may not be

any more advanced in knowledge of wool then the producers

Lo
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whose wool they zre Luying. 1hey receive thelr instruc-
tions from the market deslers who employ them. 48 wool
buying is & sideline with them, they canncv alford to
spend the amount of time sno eilort Le become experts
in wool, anc the structure of the wool chennels dees not
encourage theu to learn.

There are a few local independent cezlers ol varying
sizes in the larzer howns in the producing areas. Lxamples
of this type of cutley sre brown and Fitzmaurice in valem,
Senders in albany, sn tarris in Corvsllis. dhese local

dealers buy the wool ocutrisht from the producer, basing
i ]

their prices on the average cuality of the wool {row the
area, in line with their coupetition., Local deslers sell

STy

to the most profitable ocutlet they can find. lhey umake

their margin on their btrading sbvility, combining of lots

-

to make abttrective voluses, snd st tiues rudimentary grad-
ing and repecking. These deslers engage in speculation.
They may even store wool at & primery meriet warehouse for
extended periods of time in order to bteke acvantage of a

hoped~-for rise in ;rices.

flanufacturers

Local mills sn¢ wmanulecturers occasionslly purchase

wool frouw producers. Tlis rractice, once the way in which

mills obtained sll their wool, is done only in the localitiles
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in which the wills sre located. Consequently it is not
done in Bastern Uregon, excert as wmanufacturers may nave
travelling buyers inspecting and purchasing in the pro-
ducing areas. The praciice occurs in Western Uregon, as
it is the locsatiovn of several swall miilis who can use the
wool that is grown in their wenufactured products,.  Lyai-
ples of these local uills that buy Ifrow the producer are
Thomas Kay in Salem, and Paris Woolen Lills in stayton.
The wool processing firms in Portland do not usually buy
from the producers zs they menulacture products which re-
quire wools of c¢ifferent quality than that usually found
in Western Uregorn.

Mill buying is no longer cowwon in most sreas. Lhe
problems of storage and the risks of srice changes make
it undesirable to the mill operstors. Wool in the erea
in which the wills sre locabed is cuite varisble, and
renders quality control of the rrocuct difficult. +Lhe
wool that is bought is purchased cutright from the pro-
ducers. There are no extra services to the zrower., 1he
prices paid oty the wills for wool Lought from the produce
ers is little different frowm that paid by other outlets.

Table & _ives an indication of the cutlets that the
producers ccntacted in the survey used

or ciswpoesal of

+

Q‘"’/‘-;

their wool. it wmust be borne in wind that the large

number of producers who scld to the cooperative is not




necessarily representutive ol the proportions of the pro-
ducers in bLiie crea who use the coovperabive s an outlet

for their wool (sec Chajgter Viil).

Table €. Uutlets used by crocucers in the Central
wrllametite Valley in selling thelr wool,
as oblained in a producer SUurvey.

Kuubers of rrocvucers using cutlet

Qutlet _
1651 1652 1953

Cooperative L1 37
ihills 10 10
Primary market uesler 1
Local independent dealer . 13 13
Local buyer 1e 1e 17

Total 71 76 78

fod
By bt

source: wurvey cabi.

Not all producers who were contacted in the survey
s0ld wool every yesr, snd scae sold wool o wmore than cone

agency in the saue year.

..... e EN.1 [ Fa P gegede TR S G e
COMP“JLwaR QIS e DA el WIaoalin,Zaviong

i i

The wool incustry is highly competitive within itself
and in relation to other rroducts. Un the dealer level
there is competition bpecause of the large nunbers ol deal-
ers and buyers ia the business. ihils cowpetition is re-
flected to the grower only 2s he has kuowledge of the
outlets gveilsble, All srowers in & jiven community will

not receive the same price for the.r wool. The rrice will
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depend on the Jrower's inowledse. However, the price
range among thc growers will not ve large. Oome Gealers
may differentiste Lelween growers by paying an individual
grower who has & particularly abtractive lot of wool, or

Dealers, when they verivrm a storveue function, slso

o

|

|

|

|

| one who has a particular cuality of wool, a small preuium.
|

|

|

| take the risk of price chanses. in 1951 when wool prices

rose to extreme he.ghts and then fell rapidly, many of the
wool dealers in the area suffered losses. They hed vought

wool at infilated prices from the growers. before these

-

dealers could sell it to the mills, the price had broken,

had paid high prices and with no chance to sell the wool
for any approximstion of the smocunt they had paid for it.
At least one of the woolen mills in the srea was caught
in the same position.

The various wool uerchnants discussed above perform
the necessary service of moeving the wool from the producers
to the users of the raw material. iheir existence within
the marxet structure is dependent on the utilization of
their services by both the proaucer and 2he DroCess0r.

The structure of the marketing system is the result of
meeting the changing needs of producers and manufacturers.
The structure is slways subject to chanze as conditions

and reguireuents chanze.
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FEELIE ey [P AR STt P A Y R RN
o wolh PRODUCGLEE AL PLLCES

Producers' wnowledge concerning theilr weol is incom-

plete unless they can relate the wool 'roduced to a value.

X

the inaividual producer cennct werket his wool effectively

Fi%y

without an understancing of what his wool is worth. The

amount of knowledge of wool prices and market informetion

P

necded is degendent un the producer and his production

&

gituation. ii wool wsjor product frow the producer's

I
4]
:,3

Y.

farm or he is interested in marrebing wool to obbain the
greatest possible return, ne needs to know more about prices
and the factors that affert prices than would te the case

where income from wool is only z minor part of faru income

ct

or where the .roducer lacks the desire to obtaln anaximum

returns for bis srocduct.

sources of luformation

Information neeced to vlace o value cn a particular
lot of wool is cifficult .or the individual producer to
obtain and conly with limits can woest producers ever attain
more than an sprroximation of what thelr wool is worth.
The producer wust know what the buyers are locking for.

He must keep sbreazst of uariet srices and wariet trends to

Jjudge whether s 1rice offered is in line with the valiue of
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the wool, anc what the possibilities are of the srice
being advanced or cecreased in the nesr future. ii ne

deals through 2 {irm that handles his wool ignment,

much of this is done for him. Sut if he desires to sell
the wool outright, he has to »it his knowledze agzinst that
of the buyer.

Sources of informatiocn aveilsble to the producer are
in many respects unsatisfuctory becsuse of the proaucer'!s
or sale,

inability to relate them to the wool that he has

Producers usually have a seneral notion of the prices

fo
e
-
s
o,
=
[
Jot
g
&
[ £

being offerec in their locality, tut the indi
no way of knowing if the prices are consistent with the
type and quality of his wool. iuch of the producer's
price inforumation comes from his neishbors or frowm what
he hears in town. This informetion is usually from sources
of the same level of knowled: e as himself.

Much of the infermation cn srices is of a yeneral
nature. Newspapers such as the Uregonien usually quote
a general averaze ;rice for the area, such as "Walley wools,
53 @ 55 cents." This type of price quotation may serve as
& baslis for bargaining, but vells the srower little about
what his own wool is worth. Letailed quotations frem the
Boston wool iarket are not useble unless the producer can
interpret them. Yo ¢o this recuires information on

shrinkage, transportation rates and operabting margins
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in the wool trade. Too oiten Lrowers o not meke use of

what warket information is availsble to them,

by

Genegis ¢f Wool FPrices

gt . P N . - . - . .
the Erices wrica the inpdividual faraer receives for
his wool have their senesis far away Lrcw the produecing

3

area in which the srower is located. [he crice waking

forces, even thcugh they be fer removed from the pro=-
ducer, nevertheles: ailect Lis srice.
| Domestic wool prices are nade in Loston and reflect
down to the yzo&ucer through various marketing cheannels.
Some of the reasons why Boston is the moss rimportent wool
market are: (5, p.73)
1. Boston is the only aCe in the Unived Jtates
with encusgh cuvceatr“i on ol the wool industry

kS
Lo assure a merket for largze ivts of wool.

et of specially
SR imbi&&@&%5¢

Ze The Soston area hes tie St
adequate and e siiterprising

3. poston has ulilt up isrge storege facilities.

Supply eand demand on a world wide basis affect wool

prices. FEostcn wool prices foliow Lie come seneral pat=

tern, allowing for influences of tariff and difierences in
methods of preparaticn (11, p.33). Fisure 5 shows the re=
lationship that exists between Soston prices anc the London

nelude the amocunts of wool proe

[N

o

wool market. osupcly iorces

duced and carry-over stocks.
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200 ,l
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Price at London
Price at Boston

50
0 { , ] i 5 |
1930 1940 1950
Years
11.0ndon auctions were suspended August, 1939 to August, 19)4.
Price per pound clean basis.
Source: {17, p. 35).
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Demand for wool is derived frow consumer cemand for
wool products. Factors afiecting consumer demand include:
consumer purchasiang power sand the general level of business
activity; population chenges; custous, style and fzshion
changes; cost of wool products relative to the cost of
substitute itews and other itews in the consumer’s budget;
central heating and i.proved transportation facilities;
cénsumer stocks of wool goous; «nc advervising (11, p.18).

Supply changes st the world level are gigor, particue-
larly in regard to short-term varistions. Kesponsiveness
of supply te .rice is cuite low in the short run. larket
demand, however, has & great influence con vrices (1, p.<16).

Farm prices for wool in Uregon reflect the prices on
the Boston wool market, allowing for transportation charges
and the costs of handling wool by the various ageuncies
through which the wool uust zo before resching the rrocw
essor. In a study of rrices of Willametie Valley wools,
Mittelman founc @ close relationship between the upward
and downward moveuwents of farm orices and the dealer
prices in bBoston (19, p.l13j.

Prices are usually cuoted as aversies of the wrices
in the market, or else as ranges between two orices, Un
the Boston market these prices are guoted on & clean basis.

The clean basis price must then be transisted to a raw wool

price in the producing area, or at the primary wmarket before

it is of value to the producer.
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Producers selling wool on a :raded tasis receive a
price for each jrade of wool tiat they market. These
prices are usually in terms of raw wool. The relabione
ship of the raw wool price to the clean price at the place
of grading reflects the yield of clean wool,

Prices guoted for ungraced western Sregan wools are
the result of & system of averaging. Lealers in Western
Uregon wool know Irom experience aovcut what grades, staple
lengths, and shrinkages to expect from western Urezon wool.
These are averased cut te reflect a single price, which is
the basis on which the ordinary wool buyer creraztes. The
price the indivicual ;roducer receives will vary around
this general averazse price cepending on hkis dealing with
the buyer. |

buyers representing large eastern firas are somewhat
more careful in their buying frow producers and from the
primary dealers. These buyers carefully appraise a lot

of wool before sutuwititing & bid.

Factors luportant to Buvers

Factors which zre considered by the buyers for mills
or other processing firws include: (1) cuslity (zrade),
(2) length of staple, (3) yield, (4) uniforuity, (5) char-
acter, (6) elasticity, (7) soundness, znd & heandle

(17, ps13). =lucst all of these factors sre subjectively
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evaluated., Buyers will usually tend to be as conservative
as pchible in thelr estimations of the verious factors.
lLiost producers, vecsuse of their limited unowledge of wool,
are at a disacdvantsce in deaiing on this basis. The ability
to evaluate currectly these characteristics subjectively

%

comes only throign training and experience.

Some progress rbas been .:iife toward the cbjective
measurement oi’ these factors. lhe Derartment of Agricule-
ture has defined the various grades and has distributed a
kit with cowparative sanples. Tests can be run on most of
the other factors, but the process is tiwe consuming, ¢if-
ficult, and inconvenient for the ordinary producer.

Grade, leugth, and yield are the wmost important of
the factors; price differentials exist vetween the various
grade and staple lengzth classifications. tazble 9 gives an
example of the differentials as quoted in a recent market
report.,

Lstimation of yield has Luportant eflects on the
grower's returns irom woel. where shrinkage of the 2Zrease
wool is estiusted by the buyers, the aprreisals tend to be
conservative to evoid risk on the part ol the buyer in une
derestimating the sirinkage. lheir practice may be expen-
sive, particularly for producers of iarge weol clips.

Loss to the grower thirough the over-estimation of

shrinkage is best illustreted by an exemple. aAgsuming

P




Table 9. U <m0tzt ions on the

lected grades,

Grade £

Graded Lerritory weols

Fine:
Good french co:
Average Lo
Short French
One=-helf blood:
Good french combilng anc stafie
Average Lo J000 FTEnCu £06H0
Three-eipghths blood:
Good French cowping
Average rrench cc
Jpe-cusrter viooso:
Good French combing
average Freuch cu
Low gquarter cloocd:
Common znd brauna:

$La09=1.80
in\)ﬁ“'ic?{a
3‘-95""1 u{;"U

l 05{:""1.55

snansle 1.30-3.40
1420=1.45

ang staple Leciml 26
ng Lel5=~ *.lh

Fine:
Good frenah
average

L7U=1.75

ant svsple

it !
and clothing 1.50=1.55
i

Sne~hall blood:
Good French

£y ¥y o
WA

Three~e;%utnang
Good Frencl
Jne-quarter hi@ag:
Good French coumbing end staple 1.4
Low gquerter Licod: 1.07
Common wnd breid: .G

Source: U. L. Lepartument ol eiriculture. sgriculture
maraeling service, Ve wvwam ; weckly
review of bBoston Wuoi serket 30{(30):12 July 30,
ISSIE
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a clip of 10,000 pounus of wool and a clean wool price of
$1.25 at the ranch, ¢ shrinkase test which shows the zctual
shrinkage to ve 60%; multiplying the clean srice by the
yield (100% - shrinkage of 60%), the crease value of the
wool would be 50 cents per vound, or @3,@6@ for the clip.
1f the buyer, wishing to ne conservative, estimates the
shrinkage at 05%, tie  rease price he would quote the

grower would be spproxiumstely 433 ceats per pound and

proximately

¥4 ,350, which is 1,650 bLelow the actual value. 4Lf the
buyer had estimated the clip at 02% shrink, the producer
would have received 4,750, which would be 4250 below the
actual value.

The U. 5. Lepartment of Agriculture has developed
core testing techniques in which samples of wool are taken
by the use of & coring device from the sacks or bales, and
sent to a testing lsboratery for analysis. Core-testing
has proven to Le accurate within slipht tolerances, cepend=-

o5

ing on the technique of the tester. 4cceptauce, although

3

slow, is becoming more widespread among the various mar-
keting agencies. This method is used by governuent sagen=-
cies such as Comuodity Credit Corporation snd customs
officials. dits disadvantages lie on the amocunt of time

to get the resulis of the repcrv and the fact that it is

useful only on lerge clips.
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Seasonal Price Varistions

Wool prices are not static throughout the vear. They

are constantly fluctuzating through conltinua

manufacturers of the sarket situsiticon. fhls
growers to abltempt to time thelr saies of

take advantage oi any price rises that

in the marketing year.

The price changes tiat cccur througt

are produced tihrough the resppraissl ol the

forces rather than through re;

wlar seasonel

~eaprraisal by

has led sone
wool s0 88 GO

wd ght occur later

v the year
crice making

vrice fluctua-

tions. Consequently, vrice variations are due to crnance

rather than accordiung to & coustant patisern.

shows monthly varistion ifrom
Oregon as couputed from a 12

a perioc of 40 years.

Table 1U. wmonlbly wool |

of the avera:

Table 10

tihe yearly aversge price in

month moving

averase covering

crices exnressed as a percent
e srice, Ureson, 1912~ 1W5£.

Month  dean price rercent

L ]

January
February
Harch
April
May
June

[
s 00 et O NG
.
DY B bt AW

AN GO

*..J
s
O

-

{‘,
L d

month ean

srice percent

Ju i}f
AUEUST
septemuer
detober
Wovenber
Lecenver

ioC.1

99,0
100.C
100.3
100.4
1C1.2

Source: Compiled frow monthly everage

series neyv by
eConouLcs, Jru

Gcepnayrt

wool price
ent of agricultural
on state colleze.




Only an intensive and continued study of the market
situation would enzble a procducer to kuow when Lo time
his wool marketing to ccincide with price increeses. ih.s

is beyond the abilities of most ProGuUCers.

Wool growers hive oiten criticized cdeslers Tor

extracting larse profits et the expense

Undoubtedly some dealers have taken unaue

individugl producers. Competition amonz the many deslers

has tendec to xeep thelr mariins at & sinimum. This com-
£ W

petition exists not only amcng che marketing agen

the wool industry, but between the .ool industry and other
textile products snd with wool anc wool products from a-
broad., The umerchandising functlien receives cnly slightly
cver two percent ol the consumer's colisr spent for wocl.
Large proportional recuctivns in the cost of merchan
wool would huve relatively little iniluence on the total
spread between faram prices and rebsll prices of wool

3068 .

i
)

arvicles (12,
Muech of the cost in converting raw wool on the Farm

into msnufaciured gouds is iavolved in the labor necessary

to carry out tine variocus steps. The producer could be n-

strumental in helping to reduce the coste of converting

wool into useful srticles throush improveaments in the wool
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that he procuces and in the wanner in which it is pregéﬁt~
ed for marketing. Varisble wools snd poorly prepared wools
increase the eamounis of labor nedesssry to handle wool
throuvghout the marketing sznd ssnuflscturing chain. lg-
provements in the wool presenied for marketing could re-
duce the amount of lator necessary to convert it into

manufacturea procucts. ULioser integr ohe types

and qusalities ol the wooul producec with the types ol wool
products desired by consumers wwule slso ve helpful in

reducing some of the menufzcturing costs.
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Sale of wool on gradec basis has been proposed as
one of the possible solutiocns to the wool producers!
marketing'problem. this basis does hove worth in its
educatienal value Lo the producer, and in selling the

wool on its merits. However, it has disscventages in thet

it is not as convenient to the producer, and full pay-

ment for the wool is delayec unvil after the wool has

been greded and sold. Few producers in Lhe stste of Ure-
gon are large enough that gracding can te cconocualca.lly
done at the site ol production. Uander western Yregon

conditions graciug on the {arm under present marseling

structures is unfeasivle becasuse of the small volume of

wool per farm, and because of the varisbility of the wool
and methods ol preparation, =8 well as the lack ol enough
qualified personnel., 4Almost all of the gracding, therefore,
is done at werehouses in the primsry msriet centers, ex-
cept for the wool thet ig shipred to Doston without going

through the nhencds of & primery meriet dealer.
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The Survey and its Ubilectives

field survey was performed to find out if it ac-

.L

tually was aavant Jestern uregon procucers to

sell wool on @ groded basis withan the given limits of

their management =0ility snd preparation

ot
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Other objectives were vo find oub what “estern Uregon

wool producers were colng

3
b

for market, where they were selling their woel and what

prices they were receiving.

agthodology

In order to eliminate the effects of variations in
growing condition, grade, shriokase, und to keep within
farm flock type of procuction seversl limitstions were
imposed on the sample used,

The area comprised the central Jillamette valley
counties of Yamhill, Follk, Hserion znd Linn. ?hese Coune-
ties are similar in gzrowing conditicns zand climate.

e

Farm flock production 1s the dominant type of sheer en=-
terprise in the asres chosen. & lisitstion of the size
of enterprise in the survey wis set alt between 25 and
500 head in order to eliminate extremely small snd exe
tremely large flocks.

Flocks surveyed were limivsd to sheep with Haumpe

shire or 5uffolk vlood in the treeding. 4 few of the



flocks were pure

were commercisl

folk breeding as fuvuncation stock, or tihese breeds

had been introduced.

The time period covered

was bthe 1951, 1952, and

| 1953 market sessons. lhese sesscns are recent enough

i 80 that accurscy ol the records couvld be meinteinsd and

! memory bias reducec.

| Records were obbtained from 78 prouucers in the area.
The division of the numbers of these producars who sold
on graded end uagraGec basls veried from year Lo year.
In 1953, the lsst yesr covered, the division was 38 pro-
ducers selling on a graded basis and 40 seliing on an

ungraded basis.

Table 11. Humber of producers sellir

s
and ungraded basls, 1051-1¢

col on graded

¥

County 1951

1953
Graded Ungraded

Gradeg Ungraced

Yamhill 10
Polk 10
Marion 10
Linn ey

Total 51 3

ot
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Source: Survey dabta.
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Infermstion

& nrepared gues-

of a personal intervioes

tionnaire.

Three areas were covered by

FAETR OIS 41

}MJ{J S ;J.in
wuestions concerning mansgement of the flocks were
asked in order to ascertain il Liere was & Gifi'erence in

the management Letween Lthe two groups of sroducers.

o

Four sanageuents aBpPECLS Wele covered wihi.chn it was felt

exlst. ihese

would expose any ciiferences that mizh
managenent factors were:

te Lhe

(1) The number of ismbs wean
nuwuber ¢l ewes bred.

{(2) The weigit of lowbs werceved co
al wkircetine

(3} Ceath loss.

{4) Pounds ol wool srocuced ver znimal.

Lo Linc oub
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1f there were sny (llierences Letveon bhe Lwo groupes of
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producers in the zuount and wvyves ol L
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Separation of shecsring floor sweepings.
Amount of sepsrotion of varicus types of off-wools.
(a) lamb wool.
(b) fleeces with black fiber.
(¢) cotited fleeces.
(d) burry wool.
(e} dead wcol.
(6} Tying of fleeces and type of string used.
(7} Type of bag the fleeces were packed in.

— o gio
S st

These practices have been considered by members of the

wool trade as affecting the market value of the wools snd

@

the marketability of the product.

bisposal of the wool wes the major area covered.
Producers were questioned &s to:

(1} Where they merketsd their wool.

2) The prices received for the wool.
3) “’h@ X}As:,& G.L Aiiuf' {,{}g,;"gj’,

-

Where wool was s0ld on a graded basis the guantities
as well as the prices of the various grades were obtained.
Bach management fzctor was scored znd arranzed by an array.
Each array was mariked off in deciles. The producer's

scores for each fector were totaled to give an index

sis 1t was 48w

{;,

is be

foy
,,;

£

which gave a composite roting. un
sumed that the higher the incex, the better the producer.

The averages for the graded and ungraded procucers were
compared statistically by use of a t-test at the 95 percent
level. No significant difference was found in the level
of management bebtween the two groups. Decsuse of this,

differences in manssement of the [locks were eliminsted




as a factor influencing returns between selling gradeg and

ungraded wool.

Preparstion was scored by totaling up for esch pro-
ducer the items That he answered yes wna cividing by the
total possible items for bb@ﬁvprauuﬁer. ihis percentage
score was sccepted &s Lhe producer's preparstion rabving.
the levels of preparation of the graded and ungracded sel-
lers were compared. Using a t-test at the 95 percent
level, no significusnt difference was found between the two
groups, From these results it was concluded that there
was no difference in the preparztion of the wool between

producers who s0ld on & graded basis and bhose who did neb.

Analysis of Kesults

Average prices per pound of wool for esch group were

)

computed for esch of the three years in tlhe survey. these

averages were ccupsred statistically. HResults of these

comparisons sre given in table 1-
Table 12 interpretec incicastes that:

in 1951 average price of producers selling
wool on an sraded basis receivecd
almost doubis the aversge of the
prices receivec by procucers selling
on a graded hasis.

In 1952 no significant difference in the
prices received between the two
groups existed.



In 1953 the aversge price of weoi for pro=-
ducers seiling wool on an uazraded
basls was signilicantly gres

ter than
for producers selling wool on a
graced besis.

Table 12. wool prices receivecd by producers selling
on graced and ungraded basis, 1951-1%53.

Basis of Bale 1551 1952 1653

Froducers selling on
graded basis o 0630 v +LE8 # 505

Producers selling on
ungraded basis 1.220 82 W518

Source: Computed from survey data.

Conclusions

These results are not conclusive as to the profitabii-
ity of sellinz wool on 2 graced or an ungraded basis. &1l
the gradec wool was scld through cne orgsnization. it is
possible thet the operasting procedures of this organiszation
in these particuicr years influenced the results obtained,
In this particular ares fermers wanting to sell thelr wool
on a graded vasis heve no other alternstive outlet. For
this sample, selling wool on a graded basis did not return

to proaucers any more than if they hac sold wool ungraded
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during the three years. Un the averagg producers were
better off selling their wool oubtrizhe.

Individual producers within the two zroups would find
it advantagecus to sell wool on a graded basis. Froducers
with wool thst is low shrinking and lenger stepled should

consider selling their srades.  wECh pro-

ducer should carvelfully e to whon he sells

his wool from the stondpoint of what nhe hes to sell.
Producers will atbempt to market their wool in the

manner that is wmest adventegeocus to them within the fraue-

work in which they produce an. sell thelr wool. ~o long
as the local buyers sre able to offer producers advantages
in convenience and price the farmers will continue to

patronize theu.




CHAFTER IX

CuliCLlod

Substantial costs sre invelved in eny wool improvementy
program. Fart of these custs would oceur in the production

of the wool, in breeding and mans

o]

ement of the sheep en-

terprises, Improved preparation would invelve costs of
time and effort. hesrket informstion woulc have t6 be oxe
tended and expsnded. The individual producers would have
to invest time snd effort in the study of their yroduct end
its relationship to the market.

Lf these additionsl costs are to be undertaken by proe-
ducers or their acents, it is necessary thet they be colim
pensated by acditicnal returns. osurvey results were in-

adequate to show whether additional income hes accrued from

the expenditure of time znd eiTort on improved wman
and marketing.

Any program of wool improvement would heve to be re-
lated to the individual preducer. in Uregon this wouléd be
difficult because of the numbirs of wool producers and che
differences that exist amon. the various wool producing
enterprises. In Uregon, wool has ceased to be & major
product of the sheep enterprise. Particularly is this so
in Western Uregen. To improve, the importance of wool to

the wool producer woulc have to be incressed.




The knowledze that the individusl orocucer has of his
wool and its value on the mariet must be extencded, Costs
of imparting thot knowledge would be gre-t. The croducer
would hsve to be convinced of the malerial advantsge in
improving his knowledge of his product.

More efficient functioning of the price mechanism in
reflecting the demancs of the ultimaube consumers of wool
products to the procucer would bLe necessary. Jincentive for
change is i&ck;ng under sestern Uregon conditions of PIO-
duction and merketing, where Hany procucers receive a
price based upon an zversge or averazes oi an area for
their wool regardless of the guality end prepsration of
the product,

Price incentive programs may initiste soue improvement,
particularly where wool is at least an important source of
income to the procucer. in aress such as sestern Uregon
wool is a very winor part of the farn oubpub of products.
Price incentives would protably have little effect on most
Western Oregon producers vecause of the smell amount of
income that would be sdded.

Chanzes way need to be instituted in the present market
structures. Lesistance to change is always present in
existing organizetiocns. However, they will continue to

operate as they do only as long as their use by procucers



and consumers indicates & need for their existence in
their present form.

Produceirs can move in the direction of elther wool
improvement or retrogradsticn. Under prescat price ree-
lations some oi the less costly improvewenths would be
adopted as producer tnowledge is luprovec. Lt is unlikely

that extensive breed improvement based on wool will be

151

ts in the virection of less

4

undertaken. LIf the trend persi:
favorable wool prices, the acoption of imsroved methods
would stop and z reversal take place. Under these cir-
cumstances vertical intesration of mayketving Tunctions is
a possible solution. &y cowmbining forces the vroducers

can achieve a stronger position snd creste a more market-

able product.
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EPPENDLIX I

GLOBo BY UF

This partisl glosssry of wool terms is tuken from

w

Apparel wool.-~=-3uitable for meking clothing or ap-
perel, as clztinguished frowm carpelb wool.

Black, grey wool.---black wool is thot woel which is
entlrely or pi Iul“ colorea. Uccasicnal black
fivers in sy othe se acceptable I'leece will
class it witn the "BV S

Break,-~~ieak %lgce in a fle@ce or staple of wool
caused vy malnutrition, over-Ieesuing, or fever.

Britch wool.--~-rfrom the lower parts of the thighs,
often coarse znd halry.

Carpet w001.~~~ﬁearse, hairy wool used in meking
floor covering

Charscter.~--Crimp, handling gualities, and general
appearance.

Classing.--=-sllocption of the fleece to any parti-
cular standsrd cuality, sccording to its qualie-
ty or cualities,

Clean bvasis.--=Frice based on what the wool will cost
when scoured, bubt not lncluding the cost of
gcouring.

Clean content.-=--lhe yle of cleen sccured wool from
a given cuantity of 116609 after allowance for
any vegz Cucﬁl% or other foreign metter which may
be present ter scouring.

&
-
1

Clothing wool.-=-=T00 short to comb econcmically.
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12.

13,

14.

15,

16.
17.

18,

20,
21.

22,

23.
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Combing wool,~-=Long éﬂbuun Lo comb cn the Un
or lioble comb., Longer wool
yarns.

and the ex-
ticles of

s rope-like

sed in making

Gombing.—“—ﬁtrai~%teminﬁ of wool fibvers
traction of shorter Iup\bhn NG
vegetable wetter frum the conti
strands of long, parsllel fiver
worsted varns.

;w;
{_f
[t
U

Core-testing.-=-i method of testi pachaged wool for
shrxuhﬁue. L boriag taol eﬂ&rw ts samples fronm

ples Wamples
o1 shrinksagze.,

various parts of each b
of these borings are éheﬁ &@33&@

Cotted wool.-=-isnl that is mathed or felted belore
being siors Trom the she

Crossbred.--~in the U,J a '“01 fr&m a crossbred sheep,
usually luns-wosl X

Crimp.---Natursl waviness of the wocol fiber.

Crutching.---femoving the Lr¢tcn and udaer wool from
brec ewes pricr to lambing or from flocks be=-
fore leaving winbter - for lush Spring
pastures. COLrutchings 5 Lo bhe wool re-

moved in the process.

Domestic wool,~-=isol grown in bthe United Stutes.

Blasticity.--=ibility of the wool to reburn to ibs
former position or length ai peing stretceh

Fine wool.~-~o0l with small fiver dicmeber.

Fleece W00l ===400l from ferm flocks cof Jestern Uregon
an¢ farm flock states esst of the iississi
and sissouri Kivers.

French combing.---Too shert to
system bubt leong eaocugh to

Lhe uﬁpllsk
& neh conbe

Grade.---lielates primsrily to fineness, or dizmeter,
of the weolfivers

Grease wool.---Wool as it comes from the sheep.
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25. Handle.--=Term used to dencte how a yarn or fabric
feels when touched, felt, or handled, =zuch as
harsh, soit, swooth, resilient, limp, compact,
springy.

26. Kemp.---white, opaque, wesik =nd brittle fiber found

| in some {leeces of weol and moheir. it will not
teke dyes as wool does, and hus litsle value in
manufzcturing.

27. Long wool.---Wool from the long wool breeds of sheep.
Generally long stavled fibers, :nd coarae,

.

28, Luster.---brightness, sheen, or shine of ihe wool,
yarn, or Igorics,

29. Matchings.---lhe cifferent sorts of wool into which
the f{leece is civided in sorting.

30, Medium wool.---iiecium fineness of fiber. Breeds with
diameter oi {iber micwny between long wool ana
fine wool sheep,

31. Murrain.---Wool from dead sheep.
32. Hoils.--=Short fibers removed in combing.

| 33. Off sorts.---Fortions or sorts of & fleece thut are
less valusble then the main or regular sorts in
the same fleece becouse of pzint bronds, stains,
ete.

34 Off wools.--~iLess desirasible fleeces thut ¢o not match
the charscteristics of the hulk of the clip,
such as bLadly stained, Gead wools, black, burry.
35. Quality.---le ree of fineness. OUrace oi wool under the
spinning count system,

36. Raw Wool.-~=#00l zs it comes from the sheep.

37. Scouring.---Washing pricess to which wool and fsbries
are subjected in crder to remcve gZrease and Girt.

38. Seedy, burry.---Containing excess seeds, chaif, or burrs.

39. Shrinkage.-~--Fercentszge of the weight of grease wool

lost in scouring.

-
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42.
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45,

L6.

L7,

48.

L9.
50.

51.
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o
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skirting .---IHemoval of She telly, briceh, neck, leg,
and stained portions from the msin part of the
fleece and zometines the backs.

Sorting.~~~%reakiﬁg up the individual fleeces into a
number of cquslity lines, sccording to the uses
Lo which the wool is to be Put in the will, anc

also sccording te the cherscter or evennegs of
the Ileecq,

Soundness.--~strength,

Spinning COUNT . —~=liow, arbit HoCIs used to de=
note de; €35, OUriginaily represented
the nuw.ber of hanks (560 yds.] ol wersted yarn
thet could be spun fro

& pound oi Lop.
Stained,---Colored by cuntact with manure or urine, or
by buacterial action.

Staple length.---Length o the wool fibers.

Staple wools.---Those that more than weet the minimum
length reguirements for combing wools.

Tags e mmemlicavy dus we0le «n The tra
every description of broken wool
scruec lrom the iflcece or sweos i
of the sheuring pen,

Tar.~--lne of the offscris. dool 0y O Ccon=

Caining i brands useo on 441 brancs
are classified as tar by the surver whether or
not Tie substance 15 resl Lal.

Tencer.---liool lacking in stre:

sUh, unsound.

Territory YWool.--=Frocduced in certain stern ustates,
largely those in the rocky Lountsin area. The
ternm origincved through the fact thet most of
these stotes were imp at for wool growing
before they vere admitied o statehood.

-

Tope-==~Continucus unt
larg=zly of the 1
combing process.

¥,

wisted stranc of wool msde up
onger fibers resulting from the




1L

52. Woolen.---iabric or ysrn msde of uncouwbed wool.

53+ Worsted.---Fabric or varn made of coumbed wool.

5ke Yields---tuantity of clean wool obtained Irom a speci-
fied amount of sresse wool.
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R S8 B R LS R e Ve
Fha GLASCLFLGATIONS

.

Lic iof ﬁvﬁ» %UQL &ﬁmﬁ;&

U.5. LDowmestic Lpproximate

Blood Grade Spiuning Count iverage
Uianmeter

{microns)

70s 2045
Glhs 22,0
525 23.8

Half blood 60s 24,0
5€s

o

o

Three-eighths blood 568

Guarter blood

Prad Wil
[
e}

193]
L o B
[4 18
£ ]

K et
[ o N B 4

Low Quarter blood L6s

Common Lls

~3 W
L]
<

wWooWw

Braid 40s 3¢.5
3bs 40.0

Source: Von Bergen, Jerner, asnd Herbert Houersberger.
american wool hancbook. 2nd ed. Wew York,
Textile book publishers, 194E. pp.307,39L.
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Blood grade “lothing

[

Fine over 2 1 1/4-2 under 1 1/
Half blood over 2 3/ 1 1/b-n 2k under 1Y4

Three-eightihs , B
blood over 2 1/2 1 31/0-2 172 wnder 1 1/2

wuarter blood over

5
Y st
S,
P
bk
Fond
.,

e,
™Y

i

A
St
-
P
P
é“;
o
s
o]
&
4
Pt
™S

Low quarter cver

Ll
B
H

3 under 2

line length
the U.35. |
cultural
generzlly
in the oot

£t

Source:




Type
Fine wool

Medium wool

Long wool

Source:

,,,,, sy

TYral OF BERLDS UF SHEEF

Ereeds

rmerinos
Rembouillet

shropshire
Hempshire
Lorset Horn
southdown
Chevict
Uxford
suffolk
Corriedale
Columbia
ranama
Bomeldale

Lincoln
Cotswold
Leicester
nomney

Von ver en, verner, zad Herbert
lauersberger. American woeol hande
booOk. 2nd ed. hew York, Textile
ook publishers, 1948. p.d5.
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