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I investigate the feasibility of a micron-sized biosensor designed to measure neural activity.  The circuitry 

of the biosensor is composed of graphene, some photodiodes, and a light-emitting diode.  Many of 

these biosensors would be injected into a subject’s brain, and when powered by near-infrared light, they 

would glow in response to a neuron’s action potential.  A model for the circuitry of these biosensors is 

developed and tested to predict the behavior of the biosensor.  The ratio of optical output power to 

optical input power is greatest when the resistance of the graphene is minimized. However, the signal-

to-noise ratio is better when the graphene has a higher resistance.  The trade-off between these two 

goals is optimized by a specific resistance value that provides the greatest sensitivity of the instrument. 

In a test run, this model achieved a 13% energy conversion rate.  This efficiency could be increased by 

using higher-quality components.  These micro-biosensors could solve several of the current challenges 

facing neuro-sensing technology, including measuring the behavior of a single neuron. 
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1. Introduction 

Since our understanding of nanotechnology has grown, scientists have considered using 

microscopic sensors to interface with neurons of the brain to effectively map out its pathways.  

If this imaging method is achieved, we would be able to understand and treat neural problems.   

Researchers have injected micro-sensors into a host’s brain.  In doing so, they have found size 

of the sensor to be an obstacle, because tissue reactions occur when a device is larger than the 

diameter of a cell (according to Seo et al.).  These reactions “are ultimately detrimental to 

performance and occur on the timescale of a couple months” [1].  We would like to make a 

smaller biosensor to overcome this limitation. 

I investigated the feasibility of a biosensor constructed as in Figure 1.  This biosensor is designed 

to be created at a micro-scale and injected en masse into a host’s brain.  The biosensors will be 

optically powered by an infrared photodiode. As a laser shines through the subject’s head, the 

photodiode will power the circuit and send out a signal through the LED.  The output signal 

strength will vary based on the resistance of a sheet of graphene. In operation, there will 

always be a faint glow from the LED.  It is expected that as the neuron fires, the resistance of 

the graphene will drop, which will result in more current flowing through the circuit, and thus a 

surge of light output.  Using an infrared detector, this signal can be measured to find the 

location of neural activity.  The size of this device would allow us to receive signals from 

individual neurons. 

       

Figure 1: Model of a micro-biosensor. On right is a biosensor in operation: it has 

bound itself to a neuron and is sending a signal. On left is the circuitry making up 

the biosensor. 
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1.1 Importance 

In a review published 2014, Fattahi, et. al. recognize the importance of projects like this because 

“obtaining quantitative information of neuronal activity is one core task in neuroscience.”  Their review 

considers the materials possible for creating a neuronal sensor, finding graphene to be a very promising 

candidate as it is not very toxic to a cell in high quantities.  Additionally, they investigate methods to 

secure graphene onto a neuron [2]. 

1.2 Exposure Limitations 

One requirement of the proposed biosensor design is a light power source.  Unfortunately, there are 

negative health consequences from massive amounts of EM radiation—mostly due to heating—so there 

is a limit to the amount of light that can be used.  The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) has 

set up a maximum permissible exposure (MPE) limit.  In the near-infrared range, this limit is ��� =
0.2 ∗ 10�
���.���� �

��� for wavelengths of 0.7 - 1.05 μm [3].  This means that the maximum intensity is 

0.2 − 1.0 �
���. 

One point to address is that both the incident and emitted radiation would be in the near-infrared zone.  

When considering the photons involved, conservation of energy would dictate that the photon coming 

in must have more energy than the photon being emitted, because there is energy loss in each 

component of the biosensor.  By this train of thought, it would be difficult to keep both input and output 

radiation in the near-infrared regions.  However, by using multiple photodiodes in series, the device can 

absorb multiple incident photons for each emitted photon.  For example, if there are eight photodiodes 

absorbing 700 nm light, the energy intake is 8 ∗ 1.8�� = 14.4 ��.  The circuit could be just 12% efficient 

but would still have sufficient energy for an infrared photon.  Therefore, conservation of energy does 

not dictate a specific output wavelength. 

1.3 Prior Research 

1.3.1 Acoustically-powered devices 

Seo et. al. at the University of California Berkeley consider a light-powered neural-imaging device to be 

impractical due to the MPE of light.  Consequently, they formulated plans for a micro biosensor using a 

piezoelectric base that can generate a current when excited by a sound wave.  They anticipate that brain 

activity can be measured after many of their devices are injected into the brain [1].  Their calculations on 

light-powered devices are not complete, as they did not consider the near-infrared range of light, where 

the head is less absorptive. 

1.3.2 Light absorption 

Haeussinger et. al. simulated how far near-infrared light can penetrate through the human head.  As 

shown in Figure 2, they found that 5% of incident radiation can penetrate through a distance of 23 mm 

[4]. 
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Figure 2: Penetration depth of near-infrared light through a human head. Five-

percent of the initial radiation can penetrate to a depth of 23mm. Figure 

reproduced from [4]. 

1.3.3 Optoelectronic micro-sensor is feasible 

Contrary to the acoustic-only thoughts of Seo et. al, researchers Kim et. al. have injected a μ-ILED device 

(approximately 20 x 400 x 200 μm) into rat brains.  When the rats are hit by a radio wave (~ 0.5 

mW/cm
2
), the devices respond by stimulating neurons.  By targeting specific neurons, they have been 

able to affect and control the behavior of rats.  Even at this small scale, these devices contained a 

temperature sensor and four LEDs, and allowed for real-time programming [5].  This suggests that 

devices  this small are feasible. 

1.3.4 Graphene responds to neuron’s action potential 

Du et. al. have investigated the physical properties of graphene and developed an array of graphene 

microelectrodes to sense neurons.  By connecting one of these arrays to an amplifier, they were able to 

detect action potentials with a signal-noise-ratio of ~10.  The signal was recorded as the voltage 

difference between the graphene array and the surrounding environment [6].  This may be the first step 

in altering graphene’s resistance based on its environment.  This inspires the use of graphene as the 

transducer in our circuit. 

1.4 Scope of project 

The goal of this project is 1) to find if a light-powered sensor is feasible, and 2) to develop code to easily 

model the new biosensor design. 



Gregory Stevens Thesis  7 

 

2. Theory 

 

Figure 3: The biosensor circuit can be split up into two components. This makes 

it easier to understand how the circuit is operating and lends itself to easier 

computation. Note that ���� = � ! and "��� = " !. 

There is no closed-form expression for the relationship between current and voltages in Figure 1.  To 

solve the I-V curve of the circuit, it must be deconstructed into two parts: one circuit has just the 

photodiode; the other contains the resistor and LED (see Figure 3).  Since the two are connected in 

series, the current and voltage at the nodes must be equivalent. 

2.1 LED-Graphene Sub-circuit 

Attention will first be given to the LED sub-circuit (Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4: LED Sub-circuit 

The I-V curve of a light-emitting diode is exponential: 

 " = "� #� $%
!&' − 1( Equation 1 

 

where "� is the dark saturation current, n is an ideality factor on the order of 1, k is the Boltzmann 

constant, T is the device temperature, q is the fundamental charge, and �	is the voltage applied across 

the LED.  The graph starts with very little current until the turn-on voltage (which is dependent on the 

band gap of the semiconductor used).  After the turn-on voltage, the current spikes sharply. 

Now, the LED has some internal resistance, so the current cannot continue increasing exponentially.  

Since it is in series with the graphene, the two resistances add.  The resistance in the circuit changes to 

 Δ�*+ � Δ�,-./01+1 2 Δ�345 � 678
9 ln #1 2 "*+

"� ( 2 "*+<1== Equation 2 
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where <1== = <345 2 <,-./01+1.  Equation 2 gives a perfect I-V curve for the LED sub-circuit.  However, 

it is much easier to approximate the graph with two lines: one region has no current (approximately	0 �
0.6	�), and the following region is linearly increasing.  The curve is approximated using Ohm’s law and a 

turn-on voltage,	��: 

 �*+ � "<1== 2 �� Equation 3 

2.2 Photodiode Sub-circuit 

Now, looking at the other half of the circuit, a photodiode is best modeled as a current source paired 

with a diode and a set of resistors (see Figure 5).  <? represents a series resistor, and <?@ represents a 

shunt resistor: 

 

Figure 5: Model of a photodiode. The diode gives the overall behavior of an ideal 

photodiode. The series and shunt resistors give the non-idealities of an actual 

photodiode. This circuit is equivalent to the left half of Figure 3. 

This model explains the behavior of a photodiode.  At low voltages, the diode and shunt resistor have 

high resistance, so most of the current must go through the output.  However, when the voltage is high, 

the diode functions as a short-circuit, letting most of the current pass through.  The output current in 

this figure is 

 
"ABC � "3*D0C � "5*AE1F ∗ �$
%GHIJKGHILM�

!&' � �ABC 2 "ABC<?
<?@

 

 

Equation 4 

where "5*AE1F is the dark saturation current of the diode in Figure 5, q is the fundamental charge, n is an 

ideality factor, k is Boltzmann’s constant, and T is the temperature. 

The quality of material will change the series and shunt resistances.  Ideally, the series resistance should 

be low (or 0), and the shunt resistance should be high (infinite).  Figure 6 and Figure 7  below show how 

the series and shunt resistances affect the I-V curve. 
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Figure 6: Typical I-V curve with low shunt resistance. The parameters in this 

figure are as follows: n = 1, <? = 0, 8 = 310 O, �PQ = 3.3 �, and "?Q =
1.41 RS. 

 

Figure 7: Typical I-V Curve with various series resistance values. The parameters 

in this figure are as follows: n = 1, <?@ ~ ∞, 8 = 310 O, �PQ = 3.3 �, and 

"?Q = 1.41 RS. 
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2.3 The Combined Circuit 

After examining both sub-circuits, we have come to two equations relating each other: 

LED system � ! = " !<VWW 2 �� Equation 5 

Photodiode "��� = "X Y@� − "�Z[\]^ ∗ �$
%\_`JK\_`LM�
!&' � ���� 2 "���<?

<?@
 Equation 6 

 

When the elements are combined, the current and voltage must match: "��� � " !;	���� � � !. 

3. Experimental Methods and Results 
I constructed a model circuit and measured the parameters in the model above.  I used a 5 in. x 6 in. 

solar cell for the photodiode.  I used a red 630 nm LED for the LED and various resistors ranging from 1-

10 kΩ in place for the graphene.  First I found the values of the series and shunt resistances (the non-

idealities defined in Figure 5). 

3.1 Photodiode Series Resistance Measurements 

I measured the series resistance according to the method devised by Cabestany and Castañer [7].  When 

the circuit in Figure 8 is tested under dark conditions, the series resistance is given by 

 <bVc Vb �
O8
9 ln "�"d 2 "�<Ve�� � "d<Ve�f

"d � "�  
Equation 7 

where the external source is a constant voltage source and "d and "� are the currents measured with 

external resistors <Ve�f and <Ve�� respectively. 

 

Figure 8: Circuit to measure series resistance. The solar cell is connected in the 

dark to an external voltage supply and resistor.  The current is measured at 

various resistances and used to calculate the series resistance. 

I constructed the Figure 8 circuit under a box (for darkness).  At room temperature, I applied a 3.4 V 

source voltage across the circuit.  I measured the current with the ammeter, using three values for 

<Ve�:	1 kΩ, 500 Ω, and 0 Ω. 

3.2 Series Resistance Results 

I made 3 resistance measurements according to the Cabestany and Castañer [7] method (as shown in 

Table 1): 
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Series resistance data Trial 1 Trial 2 Trial 3 

External Resistor (Ω) 978 0 500 

Current (mA) 0.86 2.27 1.14 

Table 1: Series resistance data measured from Figure 8 

These three trials give different values for series resistance (<?) depending on which pair is used: 520 Ω, 

580 Ω, and 943 Ω.  More data points could be obtained for higher precision, but the average series 

resistance is 680 Ω. 

3.3 Photodiode Shunt Resistance Measurements 

I measured the shunt resistance by the method proposed by Chan and Phang [8].  Under very low light 

conditions, the shunt resistance of a photodiode is equivalent to the Thevenin resistance: 

 <?@ = "b�
���

 Equation 8 

 

Thus, the shunt resistance is calculated from two measurements of the solar panel, as shown in Figure 9. 

 

Figure 9: Circuits to measure shunt resistance. With the short-circuit current and 

open-circuit voltage are measured by connecting a voltmeter or ammeter 

directly to the solar panel. The shunt resistance is found as the average Thevenin 

resistance at various light levels. 

I put the photodiode under a box and let its wires stick out so that I could alter the circuit without 

changing the amount of light incident on it.  I let in a small amount of ambient light and measured the 

short-circuit current and open-circuit voltage, as shown in Figure 9.  Then I raised the box to let more 

light in and repeated the experiment. 

3.4 Shunt Resistance Results 

I used a linear regression on the shunt data, using the open circuit voltage as the y-values and the short 

circuit current as the x-values.  The slope of this line (<?@) is approximately 62.5 kΩ (Figure 10). 
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Figure 10: Linear fit to calculate the solar cell’s shunt resistance. The slope of this 

line (62.5 kΩ) can be interpreted as the shunt resistance of the solar cell. 

3.5 Photodiode I-V curve measurements 

I measured the I-V curve of the photodiode by constructing the circuit in Figure 11.  I set the photodiode 

in an isolated room lit only by ambient ceiling lights to eliminate fluctuations due to weather.  I started 

the variable resistor at 0 Ω and gradually increased its resistance.  At each state, I recorded the current 

and voltage of the circuit. 

 

Figure 11: Circuit to measure the I-V curve of a solar cell. The solar cell is 

connected to a variable resistor. The current and voltage is measured across that 

circuit using an ammeter and voltmeter. The resistor is varied to produce the I-V 

curve of the solar cell.  
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3.6 Photodiode I-V Curve 

Figure 12 shows the I-V curve I measured from the experimental photodiode. 

 

Figure 12: Current from photodiode. Under the given light conditions, this solar 

cell can produce a maximum of 1.41 μA or 3.29 V. 

3.7 Linear Approximation of LED 

To test the validity of a linear model of the LED circuit, I measured the I-V curves of the LED/resistor 

under various resistances.  I used a red LED and connected the circuit shown in Figure 13 under room 

temperature.  For each resistor, I recorded the voltage drop across the voltmeter as I increased the 

source voltage.  Using Ohm’s law, I solved for the current through the circuit. 

 

Figure 13: Circuit to test linear model of LED. A voltage supply is connected to an 

LED and a resistor on the order of 1 kΩ. The I-V curve is measured by increasing 

the input voltage from the voltage supply.  

3.8 Linear Approximation Results 

I found a linear fit to the I-V curves recorded by the method shown in Figure 13.  As seen in Figure 14, 

the linear approximation fits the data very accurately (<� h 0.99).  The turn-on voltage is the same no 

matter what resistance is used. 
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Figure 14: Linear approximations of LED/Resistor components. Little current is produced until the 

turn-on voltage, 1.55 V. At that point, the current increases linearly with applied voltage. The 

slope represents both the LED’s internal resistance and the added resistor. 

3.9 Complete Circuit Current 

I connected the circuit in Figure 15 to find the current in the combined circuit.  I found the voltage across 

the resistor at various resistances between 0 kΩ and 10 kΩ.  Using Ohm’s law, I interpreted the current 

through the circuit. 

 

Figure 15: Circuit to measure total current. This circuit is the model for the 

biosensor (Figure 1). A voltmeter is used across the resistor to measure the 

current through the circuit. The current is measured with different resistors. 

3.10 Complete Circuit Results 

I found a few data points for the current through the whole circuit (Table 2).  These are compared with 

the computational results below in “Section 4.6 System at various resistances.” 

Resistance (Ω) Voltage drop (V) Current (mA) 

5100 1.208 0.2369 

4300 1.109 0.2579 

2000 0.85 0.425 

8200 1.259 0.1535 

Table 2: Test Currents of Complete Circuit 
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4. Computational methods 

I developed a python model to solve the biosensor model in general.  Using Python’s Anaconda library 

(i.e. matplotlib, numpy, and scipy), I simulated the current in the circuit for different values of the 

resistor, <,-./01+1. 

4.1 Photodiode Model 

The photodiode model from the section “2.2 Photodiode Sub-circuit” requires 4 input parameters: 1) 

the series resistance, 2) the shunt resistance, 3) the open-circuit voltage, and 4) the short-circuit current.  

From these constants, the program displays the solar panel’s I-V curve. 

However, there is one more degree of freedom—the recombination factor.  This ideality factor, n, can 

be estimated from the curve if given set of data points.  I plotted the experimental data with the 4 input 

parameters.  Then I tried different values for n until the graph closely matched the experiment. 

4.2 I-V curve of Photodiode 

Figure 16 shows the I-V curve of the solar panel under ambient light.  The red squares represent the 

measured data, and the dotted red line shows the model.  The best ideality factor, n, was found by trial-

and-error to be 15.  This is significantly higher than expected, but the curve fits the data well. 

 

Figure 16: Photodiode data compared with model. The parameters for this graph 

are measured as <? = 579 Ω, <?@ = 62.5 7Ω, and 6 = 15. 

 

In this model, we fit the series and shunt resistance with independent parameters. This results in the 

model deviating slightly from the measured data in the 0.5-2.0 V range.  An alternative method is to fit 

these imperfections from the photodiode’s I-V curve, as seen in Figure 17. Note that the fitted line 

matches the data more closely. 
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Figure 17: Photodiode data compared with fitted model. The parameters for this 

curve are fitted as <? = 500 Ω, <?@ = 10 7Ω, and 6 = 14. 

4.3 LED Model 

The diode model requires fewer parameters.  Since the graphene’s resistance is a known quantity, the 

only unknowns are the turn-on voltage and the internal resistance of the LED.  I interpreted this from 

the data.  Then I modeled the I-V curve with various levels of added resistance. 

4.4 I-V curve of LED 

Using the data from Figure 14, I found that the turn-on voltage of the LED system is �� = 1.55 �.  The 

LED has an internal resistance of 1.3 kΩ.  Figure 18 shows that these numbers match the data well. 

 

Figure 18: LED data vs. model. A linear model fits the LED sub-circuit well, 

regardless of the resistance used. 
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4.5 Solving the circuit 

With the two models working as described above, we find the intersection point of the I-V graphs to find 

the solution of the complete circuit (demonstrated in Figure 19). 

 

Figure 19: Solving the complete circuit. The intersection of the two I-V curves 

represents how the circuit will operate given these parameters. In this case, the 

solar cell would output 3.1 V, and the current would be 0.24 mA. 

I extended the model to find the current as the graphene’s resistance changes.  For each resistance, I 

found the intersection point (as shown in Figure 20).  

 

Figure 20: Intersections at various resistances. By finding the solution at multiple 

resistance values, the current can be plotted as a function of resistance. 
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4.6 System at various resistances 

I found the intersections of the two I-V curves at different resistances, and plotted the current against 

the graphene’s resistance.  Figure 21 compares the model with the experimental data.  The model fits 

the data, with a residual sum of squared errors of 5.1 ∗ 10�n RS�.  In other words, the model is off by 

an average of 0.01 RS, which shows that the theory and computational methods are sound. 

 

Figure 21: System current vs. graphene resistance. This graph shows how the circuit 

will behave at various resistance values. As resistance increases, the current (and 

thus intensity) decreases. This can be used to optimize efficiency of the system. 

For completeness, I also plotted the output voltage against the graphene’s resistance, but these results 

are not as practical (the output light intensity is related to current, not voltage).  This graph is included in 

the appendix. 

5. Discussion/Analysis 

5.1 Interpreting Current as Intensity 

In an LED, the intensity of the light is proportional to the current.  In an efficient LED, each electron-hole 

recombination will emit a photon.  Thus the number of photons is equal to the number of electrons 

passing through the LED—or the current.  Figure 21 then becomes very important, as the axes can be 

interpreted as the intensity against the resistance.  At low <,-./01+1, the current is high, and 

consequently, the intensity of light is also high. 
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5.2 Using the Normalized Change in Resistance – �� 

In a practical sense, we expect that the graphene’s resistivity changes depending on its environment.  

This means that the graphene’s total resistance changes as a percentage of its original resistance.  For 

example, if the graphene started at 4 kΩ before the neuron fired, it will decrease by say 10%, so the new 

resistance will be 0.9 * 4 kΩ.  Thus, when optimizing the system, we must consider the normalized 

change in resistance (hereafter denoted as δp), not the total change in resistance (dR).  The two are 

related by Equation 9: 

 δp ≡ Δ<
<  Equation 9 

5.3 Maximizing the Change in Light 

Using the model from Figure 21, I took the derivative with respect to the normalized change in 

resistance, rL.  This can be calculated as 

 
s"
δp

= s"
s< <t = < s"

s< Equation 10 

Figure 22 shows that the greatest change in light for the prototype can be achieved in the 1-3 kΩ range. 

 

Figure 22: Maximizing the total change in light. At low resistances, a fractional 

change in resistance does not have much effect on the current because the 

resistance is not significant compared with the other circuit components. At 

higher resistances, a fractional change in resistance does not change the 

intensity as much because there is less current flowing. In our test model, the 

optimal value is the range surrounding 2.28 kΩ. 
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It is important to understand where the extremum in Figure 22 comes from.  While the slope in Figure 

21, 
uK
vw

, is negative but becoming less steep, Figure 22 takes into account the normalized change in 

resistance, not the total change in resistance.  It is multiplied by a linear factor of R, which is why 
uK
vw

 has 

an extremum at 2.28 kΩ. The graph shows a maximum because the graph is an absolute value.  

5.4 Maximizing Normalized Change in Light 

An argument can also be made that the device should be operated where there is a maximum 

normalized change in the intensity (hereafter denoted as δx).  A bigger normalized change will make the 

output signal easier to detect.  Similar to the resistance, we can relate the normalized change of the 

intensity as 

 δx ≡ Δ"
"  Equation 11 

 

We take the derivative of the normalized change in light, 

 
δx
δp

=
s" "t

s< <t = <
" ∗ s"

s< Equation 12 

Figure 23 shows that for our system, the maximum normalized change in light is achieved at the highest 

resistance.  

  

Figure 23: Optimizing the normalized change in light. At higher resistance values, 

a fractional change in resistance will result in a larger fractional change in 

current. This is caused by two factors: 1) the resistor has more significant 

resistance compared to the solar cell’s and LED’s series resistance, and 2) the 

slope of the solar cell I-V curve becomes increasingly vertical, so a change in the 

resistance (or slope of the LED curve) will have a bigger effect. 
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One consequence of the data in Figure 23 is that in the limit of very high resistance, we can at most 

achieve a 1:1 ratio between δx and δp. 

5.5 Total Light vs. Normalized Light 

So which do we choose?  Should we optimize 
vy
vw

 or 
uK
vw

?  If we operate at low resistance, then we 

optimize the total change in light.  However, there the signal will not be very distinct because the 

normalized change will be small.  On the other hand, if we operate at high resistance, then we get a 

distinct signal, but the intensity will be faint. 

We return to the initial constraints: 1) the total power is limited, and 2) the human body absorbs much 

of the light that hits it.  In order to make the best use of the power available, we must conclude that the 

total change in light zuK
vw

{ must be optimized. 

5.6 Efficiency 

Figure 24 shows the relationship between input power and output power.  As the resistance increases, 

the efficiency decreases.  With no added resistance, the experimental solar cell converts 41% of the 

optical power into electrical energy.  When coupled with the LED, the device can convert up to 25% of 

the optical input power into optical output.  In the operational range 
2.28	7Ω�, the device converts 

24.4% of its optical power into electrical energy.  The circuit as a whole converts 12.9% of its input 

power into optical output.  Thus, disregarding absorption in its environment, this device is 12.9% 

efficient. 

 

Figure 24: Power vs. resistance. At minimal resistance, the prototype circuit 

converts 25% of its optical input energy into an optical signal.  At the operational 

resistance, it converts 12.9% of its energy into an output optical signal. 
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The power values in Figure 24 were calculated as follows: 

 � ! = �PQ ∗ "?Q Equation 13 

   

 �b�|}c = ���� ∗ "��� Equation 14 

   

 ���� = �X~� ∗ "��� Equation 15 

 

5.7 Increasing Efficiency 

The greatest portion of power was lost in the photodiode, mostly due to the quality of the photodiode 

we used.  There are 3 methods in which the efficiency of the prototype can be increased: 

• Increase the quality of the photodiode (fill factor) by 

• Lowering the recombination rate, “n” 

• Increasing the shunt resistance 

• Decreasing the series resistance 

• Decrease the internal resistance of the LED 

• Operate the device at a lower resistance 

6. Conclusion 

I have analyzed the optoelectronic characteristics of a new biosensor circuit.  I have found that the 

fractional change in light intensity, δx, can approach a 1:1 ratio with the fractional change in resistance, 

δp. Consequently, the biosensor should be feasible without the use of wires. 

I have developed code that will model the biosensor circuit.  Given 5 measured parameters of a 

photodiode’s condition (<?@�!�,  <?Vc Vb, �PQ, "?Q, and 6) the code can generate the photodiode’s 

correct I-V curve.  Likewise, given 2 measured parameters of an LED (the turn-on voltage, and internal 

resistance) the code can generate the correct I-V curve of an LED.  Using these curves, the code will 

optimize the efficiency and normalized change in light zuK
vw

{ so that it is easy to choose the correct 

resistance for the system. 

I built a macro-scale prototype of this circuit (13cm x 17cm) to check the code.  The prototype 

demonstrated that the computer code modeled the circuit very well—the two data sets differed by 10 

μA on average which is less than 1%.  In the system tested, I found that the most light is emitted when 

there is no resistance, but the greatest normalized change in light occurs at 2.28 kΩ.  If this physical 

prototype were used for neuro-sensing applications, it would use a resistor valued at 2.28 kΩ and reemit 

13% of the incident light as an output signal. 

This code works, and it gives a positive outlook towards making wireless biosensors, as a 1:1 signal ratio 

between δx and δp is very promising.  This biosensor has not been created at a micro-scale yet, but if 

researchers attempt that, they can use this model to simulate and optimize the device’s behavior before 

actually building it. 
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6.1 Future projects 

6.1.1 Maximize graphene’s percentage change in resistance 

One topic of future research is to find what properties cause the largest change in the fractional change 

of graphene resistance (rL).  This project relies on a drop in resistance, so it is necessary to investigate 

what will optimize that drop. The important part is to optimize the percentage change, as it is easy to 

change the total resistance by adjusting the size of the graphene. 

6.1.2 Increase range by subcutaneous/subdural emitters and receivers 

Using an emitter device inside the skull (for example, between the skull bones and the dura mater) 

would increase the power received by the devices.  Likewise, a receiver in the same place would 

increase the output signal.  This is because the power would have less absorbing material to travel 

through.  A topic of future research could be to develop a safe method to install these devices while still 

keeping spatial resolution. 
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8. Appendix 

8.1 System voltage at various resistances 

 

Figure 25: Photodiode’s voltage output at various LED/Resistor loads. This is the 

complementary graph to Figure 21.   
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8.2 Python code 
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����CD%ĴD?A6RPRJj7
����CD%J)?E&#$6(C?NORR7
����CD%J@>BL67
����
����CD%JCDB%6H$@MFe$PX(?M(#PWQXWP�DFQ$D�N�<(?h(#<7
����CD%JD$E$'(6�DBINWDBL$#�I$'%$#W7
����CD%J]DFQ$D6<i#FC>$'$�H$@?@%F'I$�6Z7<7
����CD%ĴDFQ$D6<k$#I$'%FE$�K>F'E$�?'�U'%$'@?%̂�6&'?%D$@@7<7
����CD%ĴD?A6RPO7
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