a shovel.

Idaho Fescue after 8 days
not taking well to the
environment. (Plot D)

Metolius; Preserve
By DanDrum

The Project

Road decommissioning will be a valuable
science in the future of ecological restoration
because of the excess number of roadsin this
country. May things like habitat fragmentation,
erosion, spread of invasive species, and access to
fragile environments can be linked to roads. For
this study | selected aroad in the Metolius
Preserve in Central Oregon to perform ten
different techniques that will help in the
understanding of how aroad can recover to a
natural state. The techniques used will compose
of tilling the soil, seeding Idaho Fescue,
transplanting |daho Fescue, applying ground
cover for shade, and watering the areato
different degrees. If successful the goal of the
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To demmﬁogrgirllhe

Metolius Preserve by tilling up the
s0il and introducing |daho Fescue
by means of transplanting and
seeding, so that within two years the
area shows no visible evidence that
aroad ever existed in that area.

The week weenanow angw[\en |
finished my project my site has
received rain in at least four of those
days. This has a huge impact on the
success of my project and needs to
be noted. The temperature has
varied from alow of 31 degreeto a
high of 81 degrees.
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| have only had 8 days to determine results for
my project, which is not adequate time because
growth from Idaho fescue seeds will take at least
two-three weeks. This is along term project
where | will only be able to gather valuable
information and results a couple weeks and then
ayear or two down the road. So far | have seen
some success in the transplanted |daho Fescue
with new grass shoots in plot H and some Idaho
Fescue transplants in plot D that are not doing so
well. Thisis however till too early to cometo
any conclusion. This project only applies to the
Metolius Preserve during this year in 2006,
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Since | have only had eight days between

thetime when | started my project and the
present, | can not conclude anything as to

whether my project is a success or not.

Idaho Fescue after 8 days
showing successful growth.
(Plot H)
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