
FERRIES

The increase of shipping and trade in southern Oregon and northern

California created some transportation problems on overland routes.
The road systems were bad enough, but access across the Umpqua and its

tributaries presented still another problem. The county road crossed

the Umpqua three times between Scottsburg and Winchester, and bridges

were, of course, economically unfeasible during this early period of

development.120 Hence, the ferry was the only answer to this problem;

and this, of course, resulted in the beginning of another private

enterprise,

"The crafts were flat-bottomed scows, about forty feet

long and from twelve to fourteen feet wide, with the bottom

sloping up at either end. The side or gunwale, of the

earlier boats was about thirty inches deep by four inches

thick, hewn from large fir trees.

...Equipment used to operate these ferries was simple.

A three-quarter--inch steel cable was stretched from the

bank and anchored at either end to a winch, or windlass.

The windlass was constructed from tree trunks, usually

oak, about eighteen inches in diameter, cut in ten-foot

lengths, with a fork at one end. Two of these forks were

set in the ground about six feet apart. A roller, or dnun,

was fitted in the forks with the ends of the cable wound

around it. With hand spikes inserted in offset slots at

either end and scotched by a crossbar to keep the cable

from unwinding. This arrangement allowed the cable to

be raised or lowered according to the level of the water.

Two large wooden blocks with six-inch steel sheaves were

placed on the cabe. These were attached to the ferry boat

by one-inch hemp ropes from twenty to thirty feet long,

passed through ring in the deck, or wrapped around a banister.

By shortening the bight at one end and lengthening it at

theother, the force of the current caused the boat to move

from shore to shore. To make the return trip, the order

was reversed. When the current was not strong enough to

move the craft, the boat was manned with long sweeps, or

oars, and sculled across. This was the custom followed by

settlers who maintained private ferries without cab1es."21

In 1850 two ferries operated between Scottsburg and Winchester;

Hopes Elbow located four miles below Elkton and the Hasty and Corryell

Ferry at Winchester. In 1851 another ferry called the Trenton Ferry
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ias situated six miles sotitheast of Elkton and would later.be known

as the Mills Ferry. Eighteen fifty-one was also the year of the courLty

license requirements for ferry operators. The county courts set their

license fee at $125 per year0 During this same session they also

established an acceptable standard toll rate that the ferry operators

could charge, and they were:

"1. Man on foot 12 l/2(

Manand horse 25(

Each loose horse, mule, cow, steer 24<

Wagon 75

Each attached animal 25<

Each sheep or hog 6 1f2I'22

By June of 1852 four ferries were operating on the Umpqua River

between Scottsburg and Winchester. It is not hard to assume that things

must have been going well for the enterprising ferry operators. In some

instances the ferry operator would own the property on both sides of

the river and would also charge a toll, on the road.123

The combination of the yearly license fee and the fixed toll charge

imposed by the county did, however, put a damper on the profits for the

ferry operator. I am sure than this action was more than appreciated

by the overland shipping companies as well as the local: citizens who

needed to cross the Umpqua.

A road on both sidesof the river would soon limit the need for

most of the rries. In 1888 the county courts declared all toll ferries

free; they would in the future be operated under county contract.124

SOME OF THE MORE FAN]LIAR

UMPQUA RIVER FERRIES

FERRY NAME

LONE ROCK FERRY

HASTY CORRYELL (WINCHESTER)

ROSEBUR3 FERRY

MELROSE FERRY

CRESCENT

TRENTON (MILLS) FERRY

HOPES (SAWYERS)

LOCATION

NO!TH UMPQUA

FERRY NORTH UMPQUA - WINCHESTER

SOUTH UMPQUA - FOOT OAK STREET

SOUTH UNPQUA - LOOKING GLASS

UMPQUA - LLOGG

UMPQUA - ESTERWELLS BRIDGE

UMPQUA - 5 MILES BELOW ELKTON
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PRIVATE FERRY - Located at what is now the Carl Madison Ranch
on the Utnpqua River - 1900 -
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CLCLSE'S FEIRY - Located West of Roseburg on the South Urnpqua











Steel and concrete bridges would eventually replace the remaining
ferries. The last remaining ferry was contracted to Alex Sawyers at
Scottsburg in 1917. It continued in operation until 1930 when the
highway bridge was completed.

SHIPPING

The history of shipping on the Uinpqua River is a brief but signif i-
cant progression of events Beginning in the 1850's with a group of men
and a schooner named the Samuel Roberts--collectively known as the
Kiamath ExplorIng Expedition-- (making up that milestone-setting but
short-lived Winchester Paine and Company)125 and continuing until
around 1916 when the completion of railroad lines and overland highways
all but ended this historic era of river transportation?26

Shipbuilding also became a big economic contributor. There was

even a celebration over the completion of the first vessel built in
Oregon south of the Columbia River. The schooner was of course named
the "UMPQUA"--built and launched at Scottsburg under the command of
Captain Hinsdale 127

Some other familiar names of vessels built on the Umpqua an
serving the Pacific Coast ports were:

Twin Sisters built 1858 by W. N. Rackleff Scottsburg

Pacific built 1865 Gardiner

Mary Cleveland built 1858 by 7. B. Leeds
Active built 1872 by George Bushard
Emma Brown
Challenger built 1873 by Joseph Backus
Hays built 1876 by John Kruse
Elen Wood
J. B. Leeds built 1876 by Hiram Doncaster
Peerless built 1879 by T. H. Peterson
Laura Madison built 1882 by Madison & Holderi

During the apex of its era of water transportation, the' Umpqua and
its ports maintained an atmosphere of hustle and bustle activity. Ships

nosed in from the ocean and traveled up the Umpqua to the Reedsport,
Gardiner and Scottsburg ports bringing clothing, food and tools for use
in the mines and early settlements. On their return trips they carried
beef, mutton, hides, lumber, fish and other marketable goods to the
Portland and San Francisco ports8, thus contributing to the early develop-
ment of the Pacific Northwest.12

Following are some commercial statistics taken from various sources
showing the types and amounts of cargoes transported on the Umpqua River:

119



From the Secretary of War letter for February 14, 1890.

Scottsburq to Gardiner

"Wheat shipped down annually . .tons

Wool shipped down annually pounds

Hops shipped down annually do.

Dear hides shipped down annually do,
Leather shipped down annually do.

Logs towned down annually .. . feet, board measure

Raw hides shipped up annually. pounds

General merchandise shipped up annually, about..tonS

5,000,000

70,000
20,000
12,000

325

40,000
500

5,000

Passengers carried annually, 1,500 to 1,800 in number

The steamer makes three trips a week, to connect with mail and

stage at Scàttsburgh, and between the t boats about 180 trips

are annually made."129

THE SECRETARY OF WAR - January 4, 1904

"The following is an estimate of the business of the port for

the year ending December 31, 1902; (Gardiner)

RECEI?I'S

General merchandise TONS

Agricultural implements do..

Cannery and creamery supplies ...............do..

2,750

100

25

SHIPMENTS

Lumber FEET 16,000,000

Lath M Pieces 2,600

Cattle and hogs TONS

Grain do..

Butter and cheese do..

Miscellaneous, fruits, etc do..
Leather do..

100
500

100

30

7

Estimated value of imports
Estimated value of exports

$150,000

$225 ,000"130
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Sunset and evening star,

And one clear call for me!

And may there be no moaning of the bar,

When I put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,

Too full for sound and foam,

When that which drew from out of the boundless deep

Turns again home.

Twilight and evening bell,

And after that the dark!

And may there be no sadness of farewell,

When I embark;

For though from out our bourne of time and place

The flood may bear me far,

I hope to see my Pilot face to face

When I have crossed the bar.

- Alfred Tennyson (1809 - 1892)



TH. SCHOONER - Sadie, crossing the Umpqua bar, ju.st in from

San Pedro. The round trip took about 17 days. She has made

the trip from the Utupqua River to San Pedro in 3 days 1k hours

with kOO,000 board feet of lumber.
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HISTORY OF THE FOUR-MASTED SCHOONER

"CAILINE"

A four-masted schooner of 511 tons, carrying 550,000 board feet

of lumber, the CAROLINE was built by Hall Brothers at Port Blakely,

Washington in 1902 at a cost of $37,500 for Joseph Knowland of Sari

Francisco (father of publisher of Oakland Tribune and grandfather

of U S Senator William R Knowlarid). Krtowlafld had about ten such

schooners, moit of them named for girls, e.g. CAI)LINE, SADIE, LUCY,

BEULAH, LILY, LOUISE--the fleet was taken over by the Gardiner Mill

Company, Gardiner, Oregon, during the first orld War

The CAROLINE was laid up at Grays Harbor from 1921 to 1924 when

she was bought by the Russian River Improvement Company of San Francisco

and had a brief career as a gravel barge between the river and San

Francisco. In 1925 the hull was resold to Carl A. Nelson and beached

in a boneyard near Hunters Point.

By 1956 the beached hull of the CAROLINE had been so eaten by

shipworms that the main deck was fast disappearing beneath the surface

of San Francisco Bay Max Leinbke of the San Francisco Maritime Museum's

Board of Trustees dre.i the attention of Karl Kortum, museum head and

urged that an attempt be made to salvage the carvings and curved rails

that decorated the old vessel's head These parts were later shipped

to Seattle where, in early 1958, they were being assembled for exhibit

in the new museum.

Mr. Joseph R. Knowland, whose family owned the Gardiner Mill

Company liked to talk about his father's schooflers With a twinkle

in his eye, "You know my father always named his schooflers for girls.

but we never knew who the girls were.."

Resource Material from the San Francisco Maritime Museum
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SADIE

Three-masted schooner, 310 tOnS

400M tuer - Sold 1916
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THE SECRETARY OF WAR - January 4, 1904

"The following statistics were given by Captain Fisk In his report,
showing commerce of the locality for the calendar year ending
December 31, 1896; (Gardiner)

RECEIPTS

General merchandis.e TONS 1,500

Agricultural implements do.. 10

Cannery supplies do.. 60

SHIPMENTS

Lumber. ............................................ 10,000,000

Lath M. 2,000

Salmon TONS 350

Grain do.. 125

Cattle do.. 250

Miscellaneous freight do.. 58

$103,500
$151 ,450131

From the 1899 Report of the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army -

Umpqua River Scottsburg

"Commercial Statistics

Estimated value of imports
Estimated value of exports

While the proposed channel, 4 feet deep at low water, has not been
obtained at Sail points below Scottsburg, it is believed that the
channel as improved fairly meets all requirements of the present
limited navigation of the stream between Scottsburg and the mouth,
one small steamer of about 20 inches draft which mades daily trips

between those points being able to transport the freight and

passengers offered."132

I

tons tons

1879 9,367 1893 22,936

1881 l5,233 1894 22,660

1888 21,839 1895 24,891

1890 30,427 1896 17,953

1891...................... 34,072 1897 22,420

1892 27,165

1

if

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I



I

1

Letter from the Secretary of War, January 4, 1904

"..for the year ending December 31, 1902:

Number of coastwise vessels arriving and departing
(Gardiner)

SAIL:
Arrivals.....
Departures

STEAM:
Arrivals 120

Departures !2. 133
Total crossings over bar 338"

From the records of the Douglas County Historical Society:134

"Port Entries, 1851

McLellan Ortolan
Andrew Ray Emily Farnhain

Capacity Sea Bull

Harriet Almira
Minerva Fawn

Kate Heath Chesapeake

Commodore Preb].e Orchilla"

McLellan

THE SECRETARY OF WAR - January 1904

".during the years 1901 and 1902. This includes all of the

vessels and all of their trips made during those two years;

DRAFT YEAR NUMBER TRIPS

Schooner Lily 12' 6" 1901 9

1902 10

Schooner Louise 13' 6" 1901 8

1902 7

Schooner Sadie 13' 6" 1901 7

1902 8

Schooner Lucy 13' 6" 1901 7

1902 7

Schooner Beulah 14' 0" 1901 5

1902 5

Schooner Zampa 14' 0" 1901 3

1902 1

Schooner Dora Bluhin 13' 6" 1901 1

1902 6

Schooner Buena Ventura 12' 6" 1902 1

Schooner Caroline 13' 6" 1902 3

Total, 9 vessels
8811135
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LAST VOYAGE OF CAPT. OLIVER PETERSON, Schooner Lucji"

Saturday. Dcc. 14, 1907

My dear son and daughter:

We arrived off the bar in 12 days but have been
unable to get in. It has bccn terribly stormy, one blow
heavier than the last and a tremendous heavy sea
and squalls. To day there is no wind, cairn and the
sea going down and the barometer going down.
That means another southeaster. Oh, I am so tired of
this sea life, surely this must be my last venture
to sea. I Haven't the nerve that 1 had 20 or 25 years ago.

Sunday the 15th, was calm all last night, this is a
lovely day and pretty smooth too, wind light from
N.E. Can see the land and I am in hopes to get in
tomorrow, weather permits.

Monday, Dec. 16th. Olive dear: We have been
sailing round the bar all morning but no tug. It was
Itaif water 10 oclock so there will be no getting in
today. The "Louise" is here too.

Wednesday, the 18th, Olive dear we have been
sailing round the bar all fore noon but it's pretty rough.
The tug didn't come and the "Louise" got in yester-
day. We was too far off to get in with the tide, we
are here now 8 days sailing round and comes pretty
hard on me for this is the hardest part of the trip
laying off and on round the bar.

Thursday, 19th. It's blowing a gale from south
to S.W.

Friday, Strong south wind and rough bar, rainy.
Sunday, the 22d, Well dear, we are still sailing

round trying to get in but have not as yet. The water
is rough and we can't always find the place at high
water. When it rains and blows we are glad to get Out
to sea, clear of land. This is the shortest day of the
year and tomorrow winter begins, if it gets worse
than it has been lately, while I have to stand it anyway
as I am hero and can't get away, have to make the trip.
Doubt if we get in before Christmas. If not we will
not have much of a Christmas dinner but I don't
care for dinners if we could only get in.

December, 25th.. . I wish you a Merry Christrnas
Yesterday we had dead calm and today it's blowing
a gale from the south (hove to) 20 miles north of
Umpqua, 28 days and 16 round the bar. Have just had
dinner. Didn't have a very select dinner, in fact e
haven't got much stores left; Eat th& last potato for
breakfast. Got plenty beans and flour but little
beef but I don't care for dinners if we were only safe
in port. I shall not be able to stand another winter.

Lovingly, from Papa

Thursday, 26th. . . Today is moderate, some
westerly squalls and heavy swells. Got observation
today. First time in week. 60 mites north of Unipqua.

Saturday, 28th . . . Well dears, the weather is
moderate. Again once more we are abreast Umpqua
but sea rough and the tide as ever late and early.
I don't expect to get in before Monday or Tuesday
even at favoret weather.

Tuesday. 3 1st. . . Last of the year we arc still
sailing and drifting around. The worst trip I can
remember of. If it keeps moderate tonight we may get
in tomorrow if the bar is smooth enough.

Thursday, Jan 2nd 1908. Well dear we arc still
asail on the ocean. 1 did expect to get in yesterday hut
it started to blow early in the morning and blew us
out to sea as a Ntw Years gift, and short of provisions.

Port Townsend, Jan. 10.1908 My dear daughter:
We arrived here today as we could not get in to
Umpqua. We had to get somewhere or starve. I am
going to send for a new captain. I am not able to
take her out and not if they would give her to me.
I am going home as soon as the captain gets here.
The mate may take her, will recommend him. This has
been the worst trip I can remember. It Has completely
worried me and I think the schooner will load here
on the Sound. -

Well dear, I will close with much love.

Lovingly, Oliver Peterson,
Papa.

Captain Oh
takes a siIzr
quarter deck

From; Sea Letter, Published by The Sw FranciscO Maritime Museum, No. 4, 1963. I
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BUELM

Captain E.T. Olsen - September 11, 1914
337,897 Lumber - 200M Shingles - Total Cargo 415,097
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J. B LEEDS

Two-masted; 229 tons. Built at uapqua city by Hir Doncaster
in 1876. 229.16 gross tons; 2.7.70 net tons. 123' x 33' x 9.3'.
Foundered off Luzon, Phillipiñe Islands, March 5, 1905. I
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comple.ted. a schooner on the river which was honored with the

Photo front THE UMPOUA TRAPPEP., Vol.5, No. 4, 1969

CAPTAIN JOSIAH B. LEEDS, he sailed between the Umpqua and San

Francisco for about ten years before his retirement. Capt. Leeds

and Geo. S. Hinadale built a sawoill in Gardiner which later
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Excerpts from the letter of the Secretary of War - January 4, 1904

"The., small village of Scottsburg, containing about 100
inhabitants, is situated at the head of navigation for river
craft, and is the point of trartfer from stage to steamer on
the route to the mouth of the Umpqua."

"The schooners LILY, LOUISE, SADIE, DORA BLUHM, BEULAM, LUCY,
ZAMPA, AND CAROLINE made regular trips to and from Gardiner
for lumber cargoes to San Pedro and San Francisco. In

addition to these, the schooners SAN BUENA VENTURA and MAGGIE
C. RUSS made one trip each to this port."

"...The stern-wheel steamer EVA, draft 2-1/2 feet, made daily
trips on the Umpqua River between Gardiner and Scottsburg, a
distance of 20 miles, and also between Gardiner and the mouth
of the Umpqua River, a distance of 9 miles. During the year

the steamer EVA carried 5,847 passengers and 2,500 tons of
freight."136

Scottsburg UMPQUA WEEKLY GAZETTE for May 19, 1854:

This issue carries an advertisement for a steamboat named the EXCELSIOR,
operated by Harrison & McTavish; the advertisement states that the
EXCELSIOR will leave the wharf at Upper Scottsburg for the mouth of the
Umpqua on a tn-weekly basis, carrying passengers and freight. It also

mentions sloops and schooners leaving Scottsburg for the Coquille,
among them being one named the FLYING CLOUD and another named the

MUCHS}ffiW 137

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper - April 24, 1858

"Vessels of five hundred tons find a deep and safe passage for
seven miles, and smaller craft ascend thirty miles to Scotts-

burg - the head of navigation;..."

"...Two small steamers ply as often as business calls between
the river mouth.and Scottsburg,whence come supplies of all
kinds at reasonable rates. Ocean steamers and sailing craft,

direct to and from San Francisco, offer ready means of travel
and occasional opportunities for news and fresh supplies."

"Scottsburg was point of call for ocean vessels bringing supplies

from San Francisco to be freighted overland to Jacksonville,

Oregon and the mining towns in Northern California."139

"Passengers from Scottsburg and Gardiner going to Coos Bay
were taken by the steamboat EVA, to Winchester Bay at the

mouth of the tlmpqua."14°
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"Between 1872 and 1875, a gravel bar formed across the river
channel between Gardiner and Scottsburg, making it impossible
for ocean craft to navigate to the head of tidewater After
this, the docking point for large vessels was Gardiner.. .'141

"Captain Hinsda].e brought the BULLY WASHINGTON to the Uznpqua
River to operate between Gardiner and Scottsburg."142

"Scottsburg has now but one business house, that of Cyrus Redden
& Son. A. E. Ozouf owns and operates a tannery founded in 1852
by Levi Kent, and sends $5,000 worth of leather to San Francisco
annually W R Patterson keeps a hotel The road from up the
river terminates here and a steamer makes tn-weekly trips to
the mouth of the river, carrying passengers, freight and mail ,,143

"Later Reed became interested in steamboating and became one
of the owners of the steamer ARGO He and William Wade then
built the sternwheel steamer RESTLESS, one of the best known
riverboats in early days The RESTLESS ran between Scottsburg
and the mouth of the Umpqua for years; from the latter location,
Reed's brother, Wesley Reed took the passengers and mail down
the beach by stage to Coos

From the 1897 Report of the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army - Umpqua
River "Scottsburg"

"The receipts and shipments for the calendar year 1896 are
reported as 17,953 tons, or about 4,000 tons less than the

preceeding year Receipts consist principally of general
merchandise and shipments of lumber, grain, and fish."145

Shipping on the TJmpqua has changed considerably since the early days
when hundreds of wooden schooners, brigatines, and barks, sailed up and
down the Pacific Coast supplying the large cities and newly established
towns with lumber and supplies. During this period of time, no other
means of supplying this demand existed and although the risks were high,
the rewards for this hearty group of men were higher.

Today on the Umpqua, ships as well as shipping, have changed. The

railroad and highway systems now supply the general needs of the surround-
ing towns. The economy of the lower river is dependent mainly on timber,
fish and sand and gravel resources. Tourism, dairying and sheep are also
important to some extent.

River traffic on the Uxnpqua River between 1960 and 1969 averaged
810,000 tons annually On the Smith River, the Urpqua's largest trthu-
tary, averages for the same period totaled 457,000 tons annually)-46

Lumber and timber related activities make up the largest extent of
river traffic on the Umpqua Rafted logs account for more than 50 per-
cent of the yearly tonnage, with 13 percent for fuel,oil and lumber
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LOUISE

346 tons, 450M ft. lumber capacity - built 1892 by H. D. Bendixsen I
in Fairhaven, California for Jôs. Knowland, San Francisco. She was
named for one of the Knowland daughters. Sold by the Gardiner
Lumber Mill Company in 1917 to the Union Fish Company together with
the Beulah for $50,000. Went codfishing, last trip in 1937. Laid up
at Los Angeles in 1940.
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LILY

Two-masted, 142 tons, 210 M feet,, 1uner; built in 1882 by
Dickie Bros. M.G.M. bought and used her in movie MMutiny
on the Bounty"
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WING AND WING I
Two-masted, 141 tons

Built in 1881 I
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HAYS

Two-masted schooner; 194.04 gross tons, 184.35 net tons
102' x 33' x 9.1' Built at Umpqua City by John Kruse

in 1876. Dropped from MVUS in 1895.
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shipments and the remaining 37 percent being sand and gravel and commer-

cial harvest of fish. On the Smith River, rafted logs make up 90 percent

of the river' raffic the remaining 10 percent being sand, gravel and

crushed rock.

Understandably, with the high rate of timber related river usage,
paper, plywood, and lumber mills are numerous in the lower river system.

Commercial fishing in the area is located in Winchester Bay and the

sand and gravel operation is based at Roodsport. Below is a listing

of the area's major manufacturers on the lower Umpqua:

MAJOR MANUFACTURERS - LOWER UMPQUA

Name Product

Winchester Bay Seafood Company
International Paper Company

Seafood arid mink food
Plywood and lumber-chips
Salmon processingSportsmen 's Cannery
Paper productsGardiner Paper Mill
Seafood canningSalmon Harbor Seafood Inc.
Fir VeneerU. S. Plywood
Contract loggingWhitcomb Logging Company
LumberReedsport Mill Company
LoggingG and C Logging Company
Lumber productsBohemia Lumber Company
Sand and gravel/tugUmpqua River Navigation Company

The Umpqua River Navigation Company's sand and gravel operation has

removed over 4,680,000 cubic yards of gravel front the Umpqua River system

since 1949 Between the year of 1965 and 1970, annual averages amounted

to approximately 240,000 cubic yards 143

The commercial fishing industry located in Winchester Bay, processes

a variety of fish, crab and shrimp. Harvest mainly consists of shad and

striped bass, crabs and clams, coho and chinook The table below shows

the commercial harvest received at Winchester Bay for the year 1971:
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Species Harvest
Pounds

Fisherman
Value

Groundfish 4,561,702 $375,000

Crab 809,070 283,000

Coho 781,611 245,000

Shad 246,968 34., 000

Shrimp 81,330 10,000

Striped Bass 56,321 9,000

Chinook 26,377 15,000

Albacore Tuna 13,766 4,000

Clams 7,459 1,000

Smelt 5,976 2,000

Pinks 1,580 -

Green Sturgeon
Totals

50

6,592,210 $978, ood49
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SAIL:

SAMUEL 1BERTS
KATE HEATH
TWIN SISTERS
J. B. LEEDS
PEERLESS
LOUISA MADISON
EMMA BRGWN
ACTIVE
HAYES
PACIFIC
SEA GULL
CHESAPEAKE
ENTERPRISE
SAN BUENA VENTURA
MAGGIE C.
MUHSHAW

STEAM POWER:

WASHINGTON
RESTLESS
UMPQUA
ARGO
SWAN
TIGER

VESSELS THAT SERVED THE UMPQUA RIVER

MARY CLEVELAND
ORTOLAN
LILY
BEULAH
SADIE
LUCY
LOUISE
CAROLINE
ELLEN H. WOOD
UMPQUA
ALMIRA
ORCHILLA
ALASKA
DORA BLUHM
RUSS
CHALLENGER

HINSDALE
EVA
ATLAS
ALEXANDER DUNCAN
ENTERPRISE
HUNTER

j/5

WILLIAM F. BROWNE
LAURA MADSEN
WING AND WING
MC LELLAN.
ANDREW RAY
CAPACITY
HARRIET
MINERVA
COMMODORE PREBLE
EMILY FARNHAM
FAWN
BOBLINK
FRANCIS HELEN
ZAZ4PA

FLYING CLOUT)

JUNO 1st, 2nd, 3rd
G. C. LINDAUER
ADEL
ELK.

GLEANER
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The written romance of many of Oregons rivers would not be complete I
should the writer fail to include also the romance of the lumber industry0 Many
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of Orego&s rivers, as is the Umpqua, as shovrn in this pictm'e, are used as a means

of transportation for log rafts from dump to mule Here a poler is shovm placing J
a log in a raft positions Oregon State Highway Commission Photo YI78 I
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Oregon's greatest industy is lumbering ar imber operations, which yields

some siç to eight billion board foot of saw tmb' annually. Down the rivers come

the logs, usw&l1y rafted and moved by tugboat, as shorn here at the uth of the

Uqua river at Reednport in Uouglaz County. Oregon state Highway Department
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LOG DRIVES

Information concerning log drives on the Urnpqua River is almost
nonexistent. I found that individuals participating in these log
drive attempts had apparently died or moved away years ago. The

best I could come up with was "hearsay" stories from the people that
had known someone who worked along the river during this period of
time. Another problem; log driving was apparently not considered
too newsworthy, as nothing was printed on the subject unless it
happened to be extremely controversial or promised a great economic
gain for a particular locality.

There were, however, bits and pieces of information citing
attempts made to drive logs down the North Fork, and even reports
of an attempt to drive lumber on the South Fork--both ended in
disaster. The logs went through the catch dam at Winchester and
out to sea. The lumber, bundled to keep it intact, broke up and
scattered along both banks of the South Fork for miles. As the

story goes, many fine houses along the South Fork were later built
from this lumber)50

The lower reaches of the Umpqua River system were traditionally,
and are still used today, for the transportation of logs. Logs were

rafted. to Gardiner from Smith River and also from Miii. and Cam
Creek near Scottsburg, as well as from other locations.151' 15

It is not hard to understand the lack of success at driving
logs on the upper reaches of the Umpqua River when you consider
the gradient on both the North and South Forks, the solid bedrock

bottom (sometimes consisting of many small channels), and the numerous
in-channel obstructions and rock outcroppings.

The U. S. Government, in an attempt to stimulate the growth and
economy, enacted a useful tool called the Timber Act of 1878. This

act gave Oregon, Washington, California and Nevada Territory the
authority to sell to any interested party, with title in 60 days, 160
acres for only $2.25 per acre. The sal5ame with noassesstnent work
requirements or residence stipulations. In spite of this, the

residents along the North Fork of the Umpqua failed to take advantage

of this apparent lucrative situation--not surprising, however, when
you consider that this area was still remote from the markets and

mills, with no adequate means to transport logs to these sources, and
apparently no one seriously considered the North Fork of the Umpqua
capable of transporting logs.



The interest in the timber was renewed in 1901 when a man called
Fred Blakeley from Toledo, Ohio formed the Oregon Boom and Timber
Company and began buying up timber. He also purchased the quitclaim
right for floatinq, transporting and booming logs, lumber, timber
and wood on the Umpqua River from a Mr. Moore C. Gregory. Then, late

in 1901, he successfully petitioned the Douglas County Court for
permission to use "giant" powder to improve the Umpqua for log drives
by blasting obstructions clear of the channel.'54

In 1902 Blakeley purchased the Winchester dam and townsite from
a man named Dumbleton. He was later granted their first contract
under a state law soon to be declared unconstitut&onal--and the court
battle was on. The editor of the Roseburg Plaindealer fought the
proposed use of the Umpqua bitterly. Blakeley's lawyer finally nego-

tiated a new contract and the court decided in favor of the company
with the conditions that private t:uber owners could float their own
logs down the river and that a new dart and mill be built at Winchester)

Work finally, began on both the new dam and mill site and the
improvement of the channel. When they blasted to widen the channel
for log booms, they blew up the Indians' fishing sites along with it.

No one was concerned, however, because, with the new dam at Winchester,

the fish would no longer be able to get up the river anyway On

April 25, 1904, the BIG news of the day in the Roseburg Review was:

"FORERUNNER OF BIG PROJECT - Oregon Boom and Timber Company
to build a temporary mill--barring unforeseen accidents,
inside of the next sixty days a sawmill with a daily capa-
city of 35,000 feet will be in full operation at Winchester.

Today the Oregon Boom & Timber Co , the concern that will
own and operate the sawmill, put a force of 20 men to work

raising the dam at Winchester, building cribs and a boom

and doing other work preparatory to carrying on a general
sawmill business. Next week another force of men will be
sent up the river to cut logs and start them down the stream

to the boom that is being prepared for them at the dam.
Out of these logs will be cut the material for which the

sawmill will be built.

Some idea of the magnitude of the business project planned
by the 0. 8. & T. may be gleaned from the fact that this mill

will be merely a temporary affair and a forerunner to the
immense sawmills that the company will have in operation at
Winchester within the next few years. .. .Plans checked

because of raise inrates by S. P. R. R. for transportation of

lumber..

The Oregon Boom and Timber Company's new mill at Winchester was

built and apparently was successful. However, their attempts to use

the North Fork for transporting logs did not succeed. Most likely,
they were resolved to pay the higher freight costs demanded by the
railroad.

1W
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LOG DRIVE - Mill Creek, tributary of the
tJnipqua River.
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When logging was done along smaller streams it was often

necessary to construct a series of splash or flood dams when

the normal water flow was not enough to float the huge logs

downstream The upper dam would hold back the water and

when conditions were right for a log drive to conmence, the

water would then be released byblowing or lifting the gates

of the dam, flooding the logs from one dam to the next until

the logs reach the main river

Lane County Historian.
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TYPICAL SPlASH DAM - Cacip Creek





Imet with representatives of the Umpqua River Navigation Company

and talked with them about the company's role in the history of navigation

of the Umpqua River Their comments indicated that the company's use of

the river was limited to the lower section (between Scottsburg and the

mouth). They recalled rafting logs from the International Paper Com any 'S

log dump located approximately 350 yards upstream of the ScottsbUrg bridge

and, also from a log durp owned by E K Woods, located approximatelY 300

yards downstream of the Scottsburg bridge They stated that during the

late 1930's, early 1940's, they made at least two runs a day (at high tide)

They also added that log drives took place on Mill Creek (tributary of the

Umpgua River) located at river mile 24.2 and Camp Creek, a tributary of

Mill creek (see photos of splash dams). However, none of them were aware

of any log driving activity taking place above Sàottsburg)56

Mr. George Abdill and Mrs. Lavola Bakken of the Douglas County Museum

were considerable help in running down existing information on log drive

attempts on the North and South Umpqua. They both searched for written

material but fàund very little. Both have talked to people who had

personal knowledge of the attempts but did not know of these people's

residence. Exact dates and details are not known, however, all the people

they had talked to confirmed the fact that the two attempts on the North

Umpqua and the one attempt to drive lumber on the South Umpqua ended in

failure--with the logs on the North Fork going through the dam at Winchester

and out to the ocean, and the lumber ort the South Fork breaking up and

spreading both banks with lumber for a considerable distance.

1V7
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RECP.EATION1L BOATING

Apparently, there has never been a study for the purpose of

determining the extent of the recreational boating on the Umpqua River.

River guides that work the Uinpqua also work the Rogue and McKenzie

during the same season. License requirements supply no actual break-

down of the number of trips made annually on each river.

Since studies or reports of this nature have never been under-

taken, information in this section of the report is limited to that

obtained from personal contact with individuals directly or indirectly

involved in the recreational and commercial use of the Umpqua River.

The tJmpqua River provides a year-around recreational fishery

resource. There are eleven races of salmon and trout of which six are

anadromous and use the river system for spawning and juvenile rearing.

Shad, sturgeon, striped bass, and other species of warm water fish

are also available in restricted portions of the river system.

At any particular time of the year, where you will fish and what

you will be fishing for, is determined by the variation of the compo-

sition of the river system and the different biological requirements

of species and races, and to some extent, the hatchery release programs.

(See table)

The channel from the mouth to Reedsport is maintained for large

ships and barge traffic. From Reedsport to Scottsburg the channel

supports barge traffic and larger pleasure craft. 7bove Scottsburg

the channel characteristics are such that the use of shallow draft

flat bottom boats with "jet" units is recommended.

For those who prefer--guides are available. Individuals contacted

concurred that about eight professional guides were working the Umpqua

River at the time of this report. Fees for this service ranged from

$30 to $50 per person per day. Boat occupancy is usually two to four

people and the average guide will work between 60 to 80 days per

season.

Some of the more popular runs on the main Umpqua River include:

Tyee to Yellow Creek, Sawyers Rapids to Scottsburg, Scottsburg to Mill

Creek, and the Forks to Cleveland Rapids. On the North Fork they are:

The Winchester Dam area, and Colliding Rivers to Whistlers Bend. On

the South Fork, from Tiller to Roseburg is a very popular run. The

mouth of Myrtle Creek and the mouth of Cow Creek are also considered

ideal locations.

I izq

I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I

I
I
I
I
(I



A fisherman tests his luck in Oregon's North Uinpqua River 1O miles east of

Roseburg. Much of the stream is for fly fishermen only, and lurking trout and

steelhead provide astern test for the angler. As yet largely undiscovered by

fishermen, the North Umpqua at Steamboat is gaining prominence as a steelhead

stream. Oregon State Highway Department Photo No. 6131
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Whitewater offers a fine angling spotfor this fisherman along the North

Umpqua River in the Cascade Mountains of southern Oregon. There is fishing to suit

a variety of tastes in this evergreen Northwest state Lakes and streams provide

excellent angling for trout and steelhead while the Pacific Ocean offers opportunities

for landing salmon, cod, tuna, sea bass and other salt water varieties (Oregon

State Highway Department Photo 7081)
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Species

Nov - Dec

Apr - May

Sep - Oct

Sep - Nov

Summer
steelhead

Winter
steelhead

Spring
chinook

Fall
chinook

Coho

Sea-run
cutthroat

Resident
trout

.RMO - 30 PM 30-111 RMO -

Aug - Nov

Shad and
striped bass Mar - May

Sturgeon Apr - Sep

May

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

PEPX NGLTNG PERIODS FOR UMPQUA BASIN SPORT FISHERIES

Jul - Sep Aug - Oct Aug

Dec - Jan

May May -

Oct Oct

Oct Oct

Sep. - Nov Sep - Dec

May - Sep May - Sep

35 RZ't 35 - 70 PM 0 - O RM O - 80 Smith River

- Nov

-Mar Dec-Feb J

Oct

Oct

Oct - Dec

r Dec-

Oct Sep - Oct

Oct Sep - Oct

Sep - Oct

May - Sep. May

- r - - - - - - - . - - - - -. I. - - -

North Umpqua River South Umpqua RiverUmpqua River

-- Apr - SepMay
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Jerry A. Bauer, Aquatic Biologist with the Oregon Department of

Fish and Wildlife, commented that on a fish count flight he counted

79 boats located within a five-mile tretch of the river upstream of

Soottsburg. This prompted him to begin taking boat counts on the

Umpqua River. Since then he has made flights on two separate occasions

(May B and 15) and from the Forks downstream to Scottsburg, he counted

101 boats and 29 bank fishermen on the 8th and 58 boats and seven bank

fishermen on the 15th. Both are good indications of the recreational

boating use of the Umpqua.

.1

1
Boating on the Umpqua - below Wells Creek
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SUMMARY

In 1850, the Umpqua River became the much needed gateway through the
Coast Range and into the interior of Oregon.

During this period between 1850 and about 1856, Scottsburg was the
main port of entry on the Uinpqua River. At this time Scottsburg was
considered to be both the head of tidewater and the head of navigation.

Scottsburg waS, in fact, the supply route for southern Oregon and
northern California. Since there were no roads, supplies were transferred
from the incoming ships to pack mules and then transported along mountain
trails to their destinations. it is interesting to note that even though
there were no roads passable except with horses, the river above Scotts-
burg was not used for transportation of goods.

Shortly after Scottsburg became the trade center of the southwest,
Curtis Stratton attempted to prove the feasibility of using flathoats
between Roseburg and Scottsburg. This ended in failure and no other serious
attempt to navigate the upper reaches of the Umpqua came about until the
Swan, piloted by Captain Hahn made the trip to Roseburg during the month of
February, 1870. The river level was at four feet above low water and even
at this level the craft was pushed and prodded and pulled upriver by men,
horses and a mechanical donkey.

The trip was reportedly done solely for the purpose of securing a
government appropriation for the improvement of the river channel for
navigation. In this respect, the venture was successful. Themoney was
secured from Congress and the channel work completed In spite of all

this, the upper river would never be used for transportation or commerce.

I think is is important to outline some points that might show why
the upper Umpqua River was not used for navigation:

RIVER CHARACTER: The character of the river changes at Scottsburg
from a sand and gravel bottom to a solid bedrock bottom--consisting of many
channels and can best be described as a succession of rapids with slack
water between.

GRADIENT: In the lower reaches, gradient is certainly no draw-
back to navigation. However, in the upper reaches of the North and South
Forks, slopes of 10-1/2 to 11 feet per mile exist.

FLOW: This provides a major obstacle for consideration. The

South Umpqua River practically dries up during the summer months, the
North Fork sustaining 90 percent of the flow at Elkton. Water levels

suitable to provide enough depth for a craft capable of being used for
commerce is generally available only five or six months out of the year,
and this is considered to be a conservative estimate.

(31



CURRENT: Current would not necessarily provide any particular
problems today, however, during the early years of statehood, steam-driven
craft did not have the power to travel past rapid current areas without
the aid of lines and other means of assistance. Recalling the U. S. Corps

of Engineer's report dated April 6, 1872, it was concluded that putting
the river into one channel solved the problems of depth and obstacles,
but did not solve the problem of rapid current. This procedure generally

increases the rapidity of the current.

ALTERNATE ROUTES: This of course is another major factor for not

using the upper reach of the Uxnpqua for transportation of goods.

During Scottsburg's early years of success, no adequate roads existed.
However, supplies leaving scottsburg could reach Roseburg in a "couple of

days" by mule train and four or five days by wagon when the roads were
finally built in 1852.

In 1872 the railroad lines from Portland south to Roseburg were
completed and supplies could travel either way in about one day.

Cost of running a sternwheeler between Scottsburg and Roseburg
exceeded the profits that could be demanded when competing with other
transportation systems. With the railroad lines branching out it was
evident that river transportation on the Umpqua was short lived.

I think the report of the U. S. Corps of Engineers dated April 6,

1872 summarizes the question quite well in the statement, "If it does not
pay to navigate the river now, before the railroad comes into competition,

it certainly will not afterward".

CONCLUSION

Historically, Scottsburg became the main port of entry on the Umpqua
River because it was the furthermDst point upriver cargo vessels could
successfully traverse Assuming that it was more desirable to gain water
entry to this furthest point upstream (since no roads existed), you could

easily conclude that all attempts were made to locate this point. Further-

more, even after steam power came into use on the river, Scottsburg

remained the highest point on the river to which goods were transported

Physical inspection of the river character in the vicinity of Scotts-
burg revealed water depths of only four to six feet at low water. Above

this, the river becomes a series of rapids and pools and is used only by
small craft such as "jet"-equipped flat bottomed boats and drift boats.

Use of this section of. river in the vicinity of Scottsburg by tug

boats to raft loqs took place during the late 1930's and early 1940's and

utilized the river as far as 1,000 feet above the Scottsburg bridge. How-

ever, high tides were required in order to make successful entrance and

exit trips. Even downstream of Scottsburg, the Uznpqua Navigation Company

ha to wait for high tide to move gravel barges.
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,In view of all the surrounding circumstances clearly pointing out
that the river above Scottsburg was not historically used for commerce
and is not susceptible to present day methods, I feel there is not
sufficient evidence of past, present, or potential intrastate commerce
to claim navigability above that point of the Umpqua River known as the
International Paper Company log dump--located above the Scottsburg
bridge approximately 1,000 feet on the right bank at river mile 27.8.
This log dump was in use for many years and is the farthest point On'
the Umpqua River that significant transport of marchantable goods
took piace.15

International Paper Log Dump

River Mile 27.8
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UNPQUA RIVER

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

1850 - August 4, the schooner Samuel Roberts entered the tnaua.

1850 - Scottsburg became the trading center of the southwast.

1850 - No roads to Scottsburg passable except with horsesno use of
Umpqua River above Scottsburg.

1850 - Curtis Stratton attempted to demonstrate the feasibility of using
flathoats between Roseburg and Scottsburg--not sucessful.

1852 - Founding of Crescent City draws off some of Scottsbarg's trade.

1852 - Captain Hinsdale went to the Willamette and bought the iron
propeller Washington for use between Scottsburg and the mouth.

1858 - Only two of the original 15 stores remained at Scot:sburg.

1861 - Flood demolished lower Scottsburg--orily one business remained.

1862 - Gardiner was fast becoming the main port of entry---sall steamers
traveled uostream to Scottsburg.

1866 - M. M. Melvin took bill to Congress for improving Upr Umpgua for
navigationcongress wanted proof that the river cc_id be made
navigable.

1868 - Captain Hahn became involved with the Urnpqua River and did some

investigation into channel improvements.

1869 - Umpqua River Steam Navigation Company was started by Hahn--small
steamer Swan built by Hiram Doncaster in Gardiner.

1870 - February 10, Swan started up the tJmpqua toward Roseburg.

1870 - February 26, 6:00 p.m., Swan arrivedin Roseburg.

1870 - April 22, Merchant and Farmers Navigation Company cranized and
company began building the new vessel, Enterprise.

1870 - September 2, Colonel R. S. Williams and Lieutenant Eeuer of the
U. S. Corps of Engineers began Umpqua River survey.

1870 - December 12, U.S. Corps of Engineers report concluded that the Umpqua
could be made navigable for seven months a year.

1871 - January, Congress appropriated money for channel itrovement.

1L12_
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1871 - February, Steamer Enterprise atterrnted first trip up the Umpqua--
failed at Sawyer's Rapids.

1871 -. Auqust 12, Contract for river improvement awarded toW. B. Clarke.

1871 - September 16, giver work completed.

1872 - April 6, Follow-up inspection by u.s. Corps of Engineers stated that
river improvements should not have been attempted and recommended
that no further, appropriation be made.

1872 - Gravel bars forTned between Scottsburg and Gardiner--Gardiner begins
to flourish as a port.

1872 - Railroad between Portland and Rtseburg was completed

1916 - Railroad between Roseburg and Coos Bay was completed.

1916 - (approximately)Attempts to drive logs and lumber on North and South
Umpqua ended in failure

1916 - Railroad to Coos Bay passed through Reedsport--Gardifler lost its
importance With the coming of the railroads, the Umpqua was no
longer considered for use as a highway of commerce.

1916 - Present. LimJ ted ait0uiit of shipping on Umpqua from Gardiner and
Reedsport remal-is--tug and barge traffic--Umpqua Navigation Company

iq
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