
SCOTT VALLEY BRANCH BANK
Formerly Stephens' Store
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Etna's New Post Office
After many years of moving from one

location to another, the Etna Post Office
at last has its own home. On August 1,
1964, the new Post Office was dedicated
with appropriate ceremony.

A short history of the Etna Post Office
was given by the present postmaster, Joe
Roberts. The first one was established in
Old Etna in 1861 with M. Sleeper as post-
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master. When the flood of 1861 destroyed
much of the town, the post office was
moved to Rough and Ready (now Etna) in
January 1863, although it retained its name
of Etna Mills. Many shifts have been made
in the location of the post office. Among
these have been the Masonic Hall, the
Bryan building (before the fire of 1896),
the Bradley building, the Odd Fellows' Hall,
and the Bryan building after the fire of
1896.

E'INA THEATRE

Pecenty-bwIt, modern rnohon pcture theatre by Supervisor Don Avery; also Etna Municipal Building,

formerly the Knights of Pythias Rail. At estrenle right the butcher shop once operated by Mose
Louthan; at left the old Stephens' Store.



One of the first concerns of the Etna
settlers was the need for a public school
where their children could begin their
education. These people did not wait until
an elaborate school building could be cons-
tructed; they started with small one-room
buildings to serve the immediate need.
Two of the earliest buildings of this type
were said to have been a part of the present
home of Mrs. Rose Dickinson and a part of
the Ralph Cummiris home of today. The
school attendance grew each year thus
malung it necessary to have larger quarters.
An old mill, owned by Vogan and Swan
where the Masonic Hall now stands was
converted to school use at a cost of $60.00.
When this became too small the school was
moved to a part of the Welker and Brown
hotel, later known as the Etna Hotel.

The schools of Rough and Ready (Etna),
Washington, Douglas, and Franklin were
established in 1859. In 1865 the Etna
school district, known as Center, was form-
ed from parts of Washington and Doug-
las districts. The first trustees were George
Smith, Joseph Young, and D. H. Shaw.

Photo Courtesy Mrs. Agnes Calloway
FIRST SCHOOL IN ETNA-1871

Etna Union Elementary School
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They hired Mr. F. J. French to teach for
five months at a salary of $100 per month.

Since the school still needed a better lo-
cation and more space, the trustees bought
an old granary from the Rough and Ready
Milling Company and moved it to the
present school grounds. It was remod,eled
at a cost of $517.

It was not long before the school had
outgrown the remodeled granary. In 1870
the Odd Fellows Lodge and the trustees
entered into an agreement to build jointly.
Mr. Louis Faf a drew the plans for a two-
story building, the upper story to be used
by the lodge and the lower for a two room
school. The total cost of this building was
$2500 which was to be paid jointly by
the lodge and the school district. The fur-
niture for the school was made by Fafa
and Doney at a cost of $120. The new
building was ready for use in 1871.

The old building, the granary, was
moved to an adjoining lot by E. E. Stone,
where it was converted into a dwelling.
Mr. Stone gave to the school district
enough land to extend the school grounds



from Diggles to School Street and he also
planted locust trees around the entire lot
for shade and attractiveness; these trees
have just recently been removed.

In November, 1873, the name of the
school district was changed from Center to
Etna.

In 1880 the trustees purchased the in-
terest of the Odd Fellows Lodge for $1750.
This made it possible for the upper grades
to be moved to the second floor. The
school now had an attendance of more than
a hundred pupils.

The first school library in 1866 con-
sisted of twenty volumes. By 1880 this
number had increased to 229 volumes in
addition to a supply of globes, charts, and
other teaching devices.

Around the turn of the century it be-
came necessary to build a larger school

Photo Courtesy Mrs. Lottie BaH
SECOND SCHOOL, ABOUT 1900

building. The old school building was
moved to a nearby lot and, when the new
school was completed, the old building was
remodeled for a dwelling. The Joseph
Walker family lived there for many years.

The new school was an attractive frame
building of two stories, divided into four
classrooms connected by spacious halls and
a stairway. Unfortunately, this building was
partially destroyed by fire about 1908. The
damaged building was moved across School
Street to the corner of Frederick Street.
Here it was partially remodeled for a justice
court where Judge Louis Cory had his
office for many years. Part of the building
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was used by Mr. Felix Kunz as a branch
of his Fort Jones undertaking business.

The next school building was a brick
structure two stories high with a large
basement which was used as an indoor play
room in bad weather. There were four
classrooms, an auditorium, a library, and a
principal's office which was used mainly to
store supplies. The principal had little time
to use for an office since he was also the
teacher for the seventh and eighth grades.

After this building had been used for
over thirty years, people began to question
the safety of such a structure. After several
attempts to get bonds approved by vote,
success was finally achieved and the present
building was constructed.

Since the second story of the building
was condemned by the State Fire Marshall,
the seventh and eighth grades were pro-
vided for at the high school. These grades
were too large for one teacher, therefore
two classrooms were assigned for the use of
these pupils. The plan seemed to be so
successful that a junior high school ar-
rangement was worked out with the idea
that these grades would remain permanently
in the high school.

The plans for the present school building
were made for six classrooms which seemed
to be adequate at the time. It was planned
that another wing would be added later
providing a multipurpose room and two

(Continued on Page 67)



DISTRICTS AND SCHOOI THAT jNED ETNA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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DOUGLAS
1860- 1940
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GREEN VIE W
1859- 19 58
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FRENCH CREEK
Joined Douglas

Photo Courtesy Mrs. Margaret Holzhauser

MOUND
1883- 196 1

UNION
1866-1908

WASHINGTON
1859- 1923

FRANKLIN
1859-

McCONAUGHY
1860-1945
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FREDERICK LIDDECKE

The First Teacher and Principal
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FIRST HIGH SCHOOL-1892

Etna Union High School
As early as 1882 public attention was

called through newspaper a r t I ci e s and
public meetings to the need for a local high
school in Etna. Ten years later, through the
persistent effort of citizens such as Mr.
Will Tebbe, Mr. J. W. McBride, and Mr.
James Walker, the first high school north
of Red Bluff was established. On Dec. 5,
1892 the new high school was opened in
the upper story of Denny Bar store (then
Parker Store) with an enrollment of 15
pupils. The first principal was Mr. Freder-
ickLiddecke who was also the only teacher.
He taught fourteen subjects.

By the following fall a new school buil-
ding was ready. Since only the upper story
of the building was needed for ciasswork,
the lower floor was used for a recreation
room and dance hail.

The course of study was designed for
only a three year course at this time. In



1895 the new high school graduated one
pupilFrank Schmittand the following
yeas four pupils were graduated.

In 1896 Mr. Leddecke resigned and Mr.
Perry became principal with Mr. Rose as
vice-principal. In 1898 the three year
course was increased to four years. The
first pupils to graduate on the four year
basis were Miss Elizabeth Walker and
Matt Smith.

From the beginning the school maintain-
ed a high standard of scholarship. In ad-
dition to the standard curriculum, the
school began to set records in sports, par-
ticularly baseball and football. Also the
school had a debating team.

The honor of placing the high school on
the accredited list of the University of
California went to Mr. Inch in 1902-03.
The next year a third teacher was added.

The course of study in 1900 embraced
twenty subjects including Latin, commer-
cial arithmetic, algebra, p 1 a n e geometry,
civil government, general history, zoology,
bookkeeping and English literature.

By 1911 the high school faculty had in-
creased to four teachers in addition to the
principal.

The progress of the school was inter-
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CHEMISTRY CLASS

rupted when on May 16, 1913, the high
school building burned. Classes were held
in the elementary school building the fol-
lowing year, with Mr. Harry Rode as prin-
cipal. The high school curriculum was car-
ried on in three classrooms formed by
partitions in the auditorium, the library,
the principals office and science courses
in the basement.

By fall of 1914 a new brick high schol
building which cost $45,000 was ready for
use. The new school seemed like a palace
to the students who had been cramped into

ETNA HIGH SCHOOL-1910
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small quarters afforded by the elementary
school building.

Only the main floor of the new building
was completed except for a science labora-
tory on the lower floor. One of the luxuries
provided by the new school was a spacious
auditorium where school plays and dances
were held. By opening the folding doors
opening into the large commercial depart-
ment, there was sufficient space for the an-

-Photo Courtesy Mrs. EIzabeth WendeU
STAGE FOR GRADUATION-1897
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BRICK BUILDING-1915

nual Commencement exercises. From this
time on Comencement was held here in-
stead of Maplesden Hall.

Interest in sports continued to grow.
Maplesden Hall, where the basketball games
were held, with both boys and girls partici-
pating in games, would be filled to capacity
by students and townspeople who were en-
thusiastic supporters of the local teams
when games with rival teams took place.

With the advantages offered by the new
school, the number of students steadily in-
creased. Many of these students came from
the Salmon River area, including the Bige-
lows, the Hickeys, the Smiths, the Clines,
the Luddys and the Barrys.

'When the age limit for compulsory edu-
cation up to 16 years went into effect, the
school attendance increased to over one
hundred students. The influx of non-aca-
demic minded students caused changes in
the course of study. Latin and German were
dropped and Spanish, home economics, and
agriculture courses were added for the bene-
fit of students who were not interested in
going to college. However, with all these



changes the school remained on the ac-

credited list.
The first music course to be offered in

1916 consisted of private lessons on the
piano. Group singing and girls' glee clubs
were the results of training by Miss Wil-
helmina Kane (Horn). The class of 1915
gave the school a phonograph and a few
records. Each day, immediately after lunch
the whole student body gathered in the
study hail for a 15 minute period of record
playing under the direction of Miss Kane
who gave the background for such record
selections as 'Il Trovatore" and "William
Tell". Many students formed a life-long
interest in good music as a result,

Eventually the lower floor of the buil-
ding was completed to accommodate the
shop, agriculture, and home making classes
and finally a school cafeteria provided
lunches for both high and elementary
pupils.

Another beneficial change was the cons-
ti-uction of a gymnasium. Since physical
education had become a required subject,
the need for this building had become
urgent. A special physical education teacher
was added to the faculty to conduct the
physical education courses and coach sports.

ThE NEW SCHOOL 1959
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By 1946 Etna High had an excellent
band and orchestra as the result of the ex-
cellent training given by Mr. Thomas Ben-
nett. Instrument lessons began in the
fourth grade of the elementary school and
continued on through high school. Mr.
Bennett also c o n d u c ted an elementary
school band.

In 1945 the high school provided space
for the seventh and eighth grades, after the
upper story of the elementary school was
condemned. This arrangement evolved into
a junior high school which has continued
to be a part of the high school.

About 1958 a movement was started for
a new school building. This movement was
approved by the voters since the major part
of the money was to be loaned by the
State. An entirely new site was selected
and a large one story building was cons-
tructed. Also a shop and agriculture bwl-
ding and a gymnasium were added at a
cost of $800,000 for the entire school
plant.

The old school has been demolished;
the jagged remains and the unkept school
grounds are a sad reminder of the beautiful
brick building that once graced the spot.



The Churches of Etna
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

During the initial three decades of Etna's
history, there were no churches although
some church services were held in the
school. Also, many of the Etna people
were regular attendants of the Crystal Creek
Church which was only two miles away.

On March 25, 1880 a meeting was held
in the parlor of the French home (later the
Adams' home) to discuss the organization
of a Protestant church, regardless of de-
nomination.

Ar the time Dr. J. H. Warren, State Su-
perintendent of Congregational Churches,
was spending a month at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Ficken, who were strong church
workers. Dr. Warren was asked to act as
moderator at the meeting. With the help
that he was able to offer, the group agreed
to the establishment of a Congregational
Church.
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Two days later during a special meeting
at the school house, the First Congrega-
tional Church of Etna was organized. On
December 7th the Constitution and By-
Laws were adopted. Rev. L. M. Barber was
elected pastor.

The church building was dedicated Oct.
23, 1881. Later a bell for the new church
was dedicated to the memory of Rev. Marsh
who was also one of the church founders.
Rev. Marsh lost his life when he was
caught in a bad storm on Salmon Moun-
tain while he was on his way to Sawyers
Bar to hold services.

In 1910 a Sunday School room was
added to the main church, thus enlarging
the services of the church for the benefit of
the young people.

During the last twenty years, the church
has been completely renovated with mod-
ern heating and lighting added.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH-1881

I
L



THE ETNA LADIES AID
The Etna Aid Society, whose member-

ship comprised both men and women, was
organized during the early period of the
towns history. The purpose of this organi-
zation was to assist people in the com-
munity who were in need.

The first president was Dan Davis and
the membership consisted of the following:
Mrs. Kate Ficken, Mrs. James A. Diggles,
Mrs. Charles French, Mrs. Abisha Swain,
Mrs. R. H. Campbell, and Mrs. Amos. Later
these women became members of the
Ladies Aid.

In 1880 when the Congregational
Church was organized, the ladies of the
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church assumed the duties of the Aid So-
ciety and the organization became known
as the Ladies Aid Society.

Although the Ladies Aid continued to
help those in need, its main project was to
provide a home for the pastor. Money for
this project was borrowed from the Gen-
eral Congregational Church in New York
City. This loan was later paid in full by
the Ladies Aid whose chief money-raising
project was the annual bazaar. Since then
the money raised by the bazaar has been
used for the maintenance of the parsonage
and the church.

Photo Courtesy G. Hayden
THE ETNA LADIES AID

First Row: Mrs. Astel, Mrs. Crandall, Mrs. Short. Second Row Mss Amelia Buchner, Mrs. Essie Eller,

Mrs. Peters, Mrs. Nutting, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Atkinson, Mrs. Neilon. Third Row Miss O.oldie Buchner,

Mrs. Diggles, Mrs. Ficken, Mrs. Lincoln, Mrs. Franz, Mrs. Dow Dav,dsoqs.
Photo Courtesy G. Hayden



METHODIST CHURCH, 1901, AND ONE OF ITS FOUNDERS, JAMES WETMORE
Photos Courtesy 1. Campbell and D. Burkhart

THE ETNA METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
As a result of the decline of the Crystal

Methodist Church, the need for a church
of this denomination was keenly felt in
Etna. On April 11, 1899 a meeting was
called with the Rev. Robert Bently, who
represented the Northern California Con-
ference of Methodist Churches, as consul-
tant. This meeting paved the way for the
establishment of a church in Etna by elec-
ting five trustees including Fred Wetmore,
John H. Adams, Carl D. Perry, Fred
Smith, and Charles Jenner.

A lot was purchased May 5, 1899 from
William P. Bennett and the present Metho-
dist Church was built. Mr. James Wet-
more, who had moved to Etna from Crystal
Creek, undertook the task of soliciting the
necessary $2900 for the building. He
raised all but a small amount of the money.
Later Mr. Wermore presented a bell for the
church.
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Opening services were held in the beau-
tiful new church on Feb. 18, 1900 with
record crowds for both morning and eve-
ning services with the Rev. Fred Shelton
as pastor.

In 1920 the members decided to feder-
ate with the Congregational Church. The
Methodists sold their church building for
$400 to Mr. Felix Kunz to be used as a
funeral chapel.

Unfortunately, the Federated C h u r c h
p r o v e d unsatisfactory. Consequently the
Methodist members withdrew from the fed-
eration. They were able to buy back their
old church from Mr. Kunz at a consider-
ably higher price than they had sold it for.

The members worked diligently to re-
store their church. They redeemed the
church bell which had been loaned to the
Happy Camp Church. A small belfrey, sur-

(Continued on Next Page)



THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
The early history of the St. Mary's

Catholic Church in Etna has been very dif-
ficult to ascertain. Most of the old Catholic
families have passed away or have moved
from the locality. As a result, the material
herewith presented is incomplete, for this
church and its members played an im-
portant part in days gone by.

During the early period of Scott Valley
history, priests came from Yreka to hold
services, often in private homes or public
halls when they were available. The Cal-
lahan Ranch Hotel served as a meeting
place before the church was built there.

Likewise, services were conducted in
early Rough and Ready in Catholic homes
such as the Charles Kappler home. There is
also reference to a hail where Mass was
said.

In 1881 a church was built in Fort Jones
by a Mr. Campbell. The same year he built
the Catholic Church in Etna on land which
was donated by Mr. A. M. Johnson. It is
said that two immense pine trees grew in
the church yard.

The first priest to hold services was
Father O'Meara who came from Yreka for
this purpose. The priest would often spend
several days visiting among the members
of the parish.

In recent years the Fort Jones and Erna
Catholic churches have been organized into
one parish with a priest residing in Fort

mounted by a cross, was built to house the
bell.

The task of remodeling the building
was assumed mainly by the two church or-
ganizationsthe Methodist Men's Club and
the Women's Society of Christian Service,
both of which were organized in 1953.

By 1961 the attendance in the Sunday
School had outgrown the basement accorn-
modations. It was decided to build an
annex of three extra classrooms. However,
the crowded conditions in the elementary
school resulted in the leasing of the base-
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Jones.
This historic church is now in the pro-

cess of renovation.

NOTE: Material was taken from papers of
the late Mrs. Margaret Weston and from
conversations with Mrs. Grace Balfrey of
Yreka.

ment and new classrooms to the school.
This has been a great inconvenience to the
church.

In 1963 a fire damaged the church par-
sonage. As a result Mr. Ormond Smith,
grandson of J. W. Wetmore, donated a lot
where the new, modern parsonage has been
built. At present it is occupied by the
Rev. John M Schmidt and family.

NOTE: The information for this account
was collected mainly by Mrs. Claire Potter,
church historian.



The Etna branch of the Church of Jesus
Christ and the Latter Day Saints began
with the establishment of a Sunday School,
an auxiliary of the church, April 25, 1937,
with Rupert E. Lee Wixorn as Superinten-
dent and Alden Ayres as Assistant. In the
fall of 1937 the Etna Branch was organized
with Mr. Wixom as the first president.

At this time the Relief Society was or-
ganized but was discontinued until Oct. 1,
1942 when it was re-organized with Mrs.
Rose Ann Dillman and Mrs. Selma Wixom
as counselors.

During the fall of 1937 the church
building was started and by spring of 1940,
the new church was dedicated by Elder
John Widstoe of the Council of Twelve
Apostles. Since this building proved to be
too small, in 1958 a large annex was added.
The enlarged church was dedicated April
26, 1961 by Elder Howard W. Hunter.

The church has a well-organized group-
training program for youth from the age of
four to adulthood. The adult members are
also well organized; a mens organization
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MORMON CHURCH Photo Courtesy M. Johnson

THE ETNA CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
AND LATTER DAY SAINTS

and the Relief Society carry most of the
burden for maintaining the church.

On March 17, 1942 two Redwood trees
were planted in front of the church by the
Relief Society, marking the one hundredth
anniversary of the founding of the Society.

Shortage of classroom space in the ele-
mentary school has also affected this church.
They have leased the social hail to the
school, thus curtailing many of their regu-
lar activities.

NOTE: Information for this account was
supplied by Mrs. Marie Johnson and Presi-
dent Charles Hovenden.

NEWS ITEM

October 28, 1897. After thirty years, the
Etna water flume has at last succumbed to
the elements. On Friday night, about 3:00
A.M., the wind blew down a section of the
flume between the flour mill and the Ma-
sonic building. The flume was built in
1867.

Mrs. Grace J. Balfrey



Etna Fraternal Organizations
I

IKE MASONIC HALL
Built in 1 869 by Abisha Swain

The Masonic Lodge
The first fraternal order in Etna was the

Evening Star Lodge, No. 186 F.&A.M.,
which was organized October 10, 1867.
The first Master was Abisha Swain.

The Masonic Hall was built in 1867 at
a cost of $3,044. It has been remodeled
and improved in recent years.

One of the outstanding members of the
Etna Masonic Lodge was Dr. C. W. Nut-
ting who served as Grand Master of Cali-
fornia in 1904.

Evening Star Chapter, O.E.S.
On Dec. 2, 1872 a number of interested

individuals met at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. John M. Walbridge in Yreka where
a Mason of high standing, W. S. Moses of
San Francisco, conferred the Adoptive De-
gree of the Eastern Star on those assembled.

The first officers named were Emily C-
Swain, Worthy Matron; Abisha Swain,
Worthy Patron; and Mrs. Ann Diggles,
Secretary.

At the first meeting the members voted
to procure a Charter from the Supreme
Chapter in New York City, because there
was at the time no Grand Chapter in Cali-
fornia. On May 9, 1873 the Chapter re-
ceived a second Charter from the newly
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formed Grand Chapter of California.
Evening Star Chapter No. 10 celebrated

its 75th anniversary Jan. 27, 1948. A
number of the older members have re-
ceived fifty year pins.

Etna Lodge No. 184, I.O.O.F.
On March 30, 1870 a meeting was held

at the Temperance Hall in Dr. Furbers
building (the Beehive) to consider the
formation of a local Odd Fellows' Lodge.
After deciding to establish a local lodge,
the problem of a suitable meeting place
was discussed. It was decided to abandon
the idea of converting the Temperance Hall
into a lodge hall. Instead it was decided to
propose to the school trustees that a buil-
ding be erected jointly, the lower floor to
be used for the school and the upper for a
lodge hall. Since this idea met the ap-
proval of the school trustees, the building
was constructed and ready for use in Janu-
ary 1871.

The increase in school attendance made
it necessary f or the trustees to buy the Odd
Fellows meeting hall on the second floor.
The Odd Fellows bought a lot from Jacob
Messner where they built the present brick
lodge hail which was ready for use in 1881.

The lower floor of the Odd Fellows' Hall
has been used for many purposes including
a public dance hall, an emergency school
when the school building burned in 1910,
and the post office for many years.

Aureola Rebekah Lodge,
No. 113

On March 6, 1886 Vesper Rebekah
Lodge No. 93 was organized with thirty-
nine members. In 1897 they gave up their
charter.

A new Rebekah Lodge was instituted
July 7, 1904 by Ora Rebekah Lodge of
Fort Jones. The newly instituted lodge is
known as the Aureola Rebekah Lodge, No.
113.

Dr. H. Eller, one of the charter mem-
bers, said that it was five o'clock in the
morning before the ceremonies were fin-
ished.



Eschscholtzia ParLor, Native
Daughters of the Golden West

On July 12, 1899 Eschscholtzia Parlor
No. 113, N.D.G.W. was instituted. Twen-
ty-three members were initiated and the
officers installed by Miss Martha Blair of
Shasta. The new parlor was named Esch-
scholtzia in honor of California's flower,
the golden poppy. Although the first meet-
ing place was the Odd Fellows Hall, the
meetings are now held in the Masonic Hall.
Mrs. Rose Crandall served as the first
president and Mrs. Mary Parker as past
president.

At present there are two living charter
members, Mrs. Mary Parker and Mrs.
Emma Herzog, and it is to them that this
book is dedicated. There are also several
fifty year members.

One of te primary objectives of the
Native Daughters is to preserve local his-
tory and to mark important historical land-
marks. They have placed markers on the

Photo Courtesy S. Smith
Native Daughters placing marker on th, grave of
John Dagget? who was once lieutenant governor
of California.
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N.D.G.W. CHARTER MEMBERS-1941

graves of Stephen Meek (said to be the
first white man to visit Scott Valley) and
John Daggett (once lieutenant governor of
California and later Superintendent of the
U.S. Mint in San Francisco).

The parlor has also marked several his-
torical landmarks including the Callahan
Ranch Hotel, the Callahan Catholic Church,
and the Crystal Creek Church. A marker
was also placed on the Etna Municipal Hall
in memory of the pioneer women.

The Native Daughters also have a mu-
seum which is housed in the old town hail,
above the library. The museum is open to
the public on week days from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m. during the summer.

The Native Sons of
the Golden West

The Etna Parlor No. 192 of the Native
Sons of the Golden West was organized
Nov. 11, 1903. Forty-three members were
initiated at a banquet held in Maplesden's
Hall.

After buying a lot upon which to build
a lodge hall, the Native Sons gave up their
charter.

Several other fraternal orders have been
formed in Etna but later dissolved. Among
these were the Knights of Pythias which
was at one time a very strong order. About
1929 they built a lodge hall on Main
Street,. after tearing down the old mill.
When the lodge was disbanded the town
bought the building for a municipal hail.



Maplesden Hall
Until 1899, Etna lacked a meeting place

sufficiently large enough to accommodate
the crowds that gathered for social events.
In that year Mr. Roderick Murray built a
large one-story dance hail near the Odd
Fellows Hall on School Street, as it was
then called. The roof of this large wooden
structure was supported inside by cross
beams and two rows of pillars. Carbide
lights were supplied from a small building
in the rear before the town had electric
power.

In the far end of the building there was
a stage, six feet of which was permanent.
The rest was removable when more space
was needed. Dressing rooms were added
later when many theatrical performances
became popular.

On the left side of the hall there was a
banquet room which extended the full
length of the building. When large crowds
were anticipated, var i o u s organizations
would take turns supplying the dance sup-
per, as it was called.

MAPLESDEN HALL-SECOND BUILDING ON RIGHT
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One of the most popular events to be
held here was the annual masquerade ball.
There was always a grand march which was
led by the Knights of Pythias in their full
regalia, including the plumed hats of the
leaders. Then followed the masqueraders
who sometimes numbered a hundred or
more.

The high school commencement exer-
cises were held in this hall because there
was no auditorium in the first high school.

Often traveling troops of actors would
put on plays for several nights in succes-
sion. These were well patronized. Occa-

sionally a home talent play would be
produced.

The first movies in Etna were shown
there. The hall was easily adapted to this
form of amusement which was always
well patronized.

Mr. Murray eventually sold the hail to
Charles Maplesden and it became known as
Maplesden's Hall. Mr. Maplesden removed
the pillars and rested the weight of the



roof on a one-inch cable which extended
the entire length of the hall. The cable
could be tightened by means of a turn-
buckle.

In 1925, Charles Maplesden turned the
building over to his brother Whit. By this
time many people were questioning the
safety of the structure; therefore, in 1928
the building was condemned when some of
the crossbeams became loss.

The Knights of Pythias had constructed

THE FIRE OF 1896
(Continued from Page 26)

down when it caught fire and the front of
isaac's saloon and R. J. Wallace's black-
smith shop caught fire but bucket brigades
were able to stop these fires.

The buildings on the south side of the
Mani hotel including J. A. Diggles' drug-
store and Miller's hardware were fireproof
to some extent but both suffered some loss
when the fire entered the doors in the rear
of the building.
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a large public building on Main Street
where the old mill used to stand. Pressure
was strong to move all social events to the
large hail provided on the second story of
the concrete building.

Maplesden Hall was completely torn
down irs 1928, but the memories of good
times people had enjoyed there lingered
long in their memories.
NOTE: The material for this story was con-
tributed by Miss Jean Maplesden, grand-
daughter of Whit Maplesden.

Fortunately there were no fatalities
though some of the inmates of the Mani
hotel were forced to jump from windows
with only scanty clothing. The only person
injured was Dr. C. W. Nutting who in-
jured his foot with an ax when he was
helping to tear dow a the porch on
Stephens' store.
NOTE: This article was taken from a con-
temporary Yreka newspaper (1896), which
was found in a scrapbook belonging to
Mr. Clifford Stephens.

Photo Courtesy . B. Sorey
NATIVE SONS INITIATION IN MAPLESDEN HALL, NOV. 11, 1903

Forty-seven ware initiated at banquet.



Music and Celebrations of the Past

CORNET BAND Photo Courtesy Milton Smith Family
F:rst Row, I. to r.: George Tucker, Martin Messner, Milt Smith, Emil Wagner. Second Row: Ralph Hughes,
George Marx, Wesley Harding, unknown. Third Row: Theodore Knaskstead, Harry Pitman, Will Pitrnan,
Eugene Wagner. Front: Lester Pitman, Milt Smith.

BOYS' BAND Photo Courtesy Milton Smith Family
I.. to r.: Unknown, Unknown, tlary Stephens, Kappler, Lester Pitman, Henry Young, Unknown,
Unknown, Milt Smith (leader), Unknown.
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ETNA ORCHESTRA Photo Courtesy Milton Smith Family
Left to right Lester Pitman, Frank Smith, Milton Smith (Jr.), Eileen Bassford, Will Pitman.
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Photo Courtesy Milton Smith Family
ETNA SANDXNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS-1904



FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION AND BAND

Photo Courtesy Mrs. Emma Herzo

NATIVE DAUGHTERS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS DECORATION DAY, 1904
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Photo Courtesy Milton Smith Family

BAND GOING TO CRYSTAL CREEK - OLD MILL AND FLUME
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- &
Photo Courtesy Milton Smith Family

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION - FLUME AND OLD MILL



-Photo Courtesy Mrs. Emma Herzog
GODDESS OF LIBERTY
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Photo Courtesy Mrs. Emma Herzog
GROUP OF PIONEERS

Left to right: Tom Potter, Ensign Smith, 0. V. Greene, John Meamber, R. P. Taylor, John &nith, Pete
Smith, Charles Hovenden, Squire Wilson, Chancy Kist. Driver: Willie Wagner.

Photo Courtesy Mrs. Bemce Potter
NATIVE DAUGHTERS' FLOAT
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NEIGHBORS OF WOODCRAFT FLOAT
Rosa Sovey at left.

REFRESHMENT STAND AT 4th OF JULY CELEBRATION
Part of brewery n background.

'7.



Baseball in Etna
Three years before the death of Dr. C.

W. Nutting, the Yreka Journal made this
comment: 'Dr. C. W. Nutting, came over
with the Etna High School boys last Satur-
day and took in the baseball game. He is a
great lover of the natiotial game and you
will generally find him with the 'bunch'
when any of the Etna boys are playing."

This great love for baseball that he car-
ried throughout his life, made Dr. Nutting
the "father" of the Etna baseball team. In
1879 Dr. Nutting and his "buddy" Billy
Swain, a telegraph operator, pooled this
common interest in organizing a team in
1879. On this team Dr. Nutting was
second baseman; later he played catcher and
carried a baseball finger as evidence. John
Pete Smith was catcher and on this original
team was also Billy Swain. The other
players' names have been forgotten.

Baseball in the early days was played on
ground belonging to Bige Swain, north of
Etna.

HIGH SCHOOL TEAM
Seated, I. to r.: Jack lsaacs, Kelsey Glendenning, Rudel Henry, Earl Harris. Standing Joe Freshour,
Nerva Hayden, Bill Harris, Pat Finley, Donald Parker and Porter Hansen.
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Rivalry between teams of Fort Jones and
Etna was very great and one game in 1890
came to a head. The visiting team (Fort
Jones) and the hosting team faced each
other armed with bars. Harsh words were
flung back and forth but the weapons were
never used. These hard feelings diminished
with the years until all was forgotten.

In 1911 Rube Morton came to Etna
Mills to work as a plumber. Having been
a professional baseball player he joined the
Etna Mills team as their pitcher. For forty
years he carried on as manager.

The season of 1911 saw the formation of
a team of all home county players and was
managed by Robert Willard. Rube Morton
was captain and coach. This team was
known as the Etna Merchants.

The team earned the name of "Wonder
Team of Siskiyou' when it won thirteen
games in a row, and finished the season
with seventeen wins and four losses. The
names of the "Wonder Team" players and



THE OLD FORT

Everyone in this area has heard of the
old fort at Fort Jones, but few people
know that there was also a fort near Etna.

In the field opposite the new high school
was a very old building similar to the
fort at Fort Jonesonly smaller. It was
built of heavy logs, with loop holes for
guns. Its roof was hand-hewn shakes on
top of which was a layer of sod to keep the
roof from burning when flaming brands
were thrown upon it by the Indians. It
was so old that Judge Cory, who came to
Scott Valley as a young boy, said that no
one knew its history or when it was built.

their positions were: Nerva Hayden, 2nd
base; Harrison Howell, 3rd base; Jim Mox-
ley, short stop; Henry Short, left field;
Bernard Tucker, center field; Clifford Ste-
phens, right field; Rube Morton, pitcher
and captain; Robert Willard, manager.

Their greatest joy was the time they beat
the Yreka team on a 4th of July, 5 to 3,

1912 TOWN BASEBALL TEAM
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for a purse of $175.00, winner take all.
The Etna baseball team disbanded when

Wilbur Martin could no longer be their
manager. Another avid baseball player was
Ernest Bigham.

Bernira Tickner
NOTE: From Baseball Edition, Siskiyou
County Historical Society Yearbook.

Near the building was a large mound
where arrow heads and pieces of flint

could easily be found.

Close to the mound was a small building
made of heavy logs held together by hand-
hewn wooden pegs. There were no open-
ings except a small heavily braced door.
So strongly built was it that to the children
it was known as 'The Jail."

These buildings were torn down about
1886 when an orchard was planted there
by A. M. Johnson, Mrs. Grace Baifreys
father.

Mrs. Grace J. Balfrey



Photo Courtesy N.D.G.W. Museum
PITMAN'S FIELD WHERE RACES WERE HELD

-Photo Courtesy N.D.G.W. Museum
THE PITMAN SAWMILL BELIEVED TO BE THE MILL BUILT BY B. M. BAUER IN 1853
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'SHOWING OFF"
Pete luttrell in cart. Joe Walker borne was once Etna's flrst schoolhouse Methodist Church inbackground.



Horse Racing
It may be a surprise to some people that

Etna was once well-known throughout the
northern part of California for horse racing.
It is said that horses were brought from as
far away as Santa Cruz.

The Etna race-track was located in the
Pitman field just below the old sawmill and
marble works. The sawmill served as the
grandstand for the races while slabs of
marble, and even headstones, sufficed for
bleachers.

Many of the Scott Valley farmers were
interested in horse breeding and often
owned expensive stallions. Training horses
for racing was a hobby with many farmers.

A. M. Johnson, whose farm was on the
outskirts of Etna, owned a horse named
'Old Glory. Unfortunately, Old Glory"
had his own ideas about racing. After he
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Photo Courtesy M. Sniith Fan,ily
WALKER AND BARNUM LIVERY STABLE SHOWING ONE OF THEIR FINE HORSES

had once started, he couldn't be stopped
until he became tired and stopped of his
own accord.

Another enthusiastic horse racer was
Joseph Stephens, who owned, over a period
of time, several race horses, including
'Jubilee,' "Wild Oats," "Lawlace," and a
pacer 'Wille Stark." "Jubilee" had a bad
habit of throwing his rider and coming in
first alone. The trainer for these horses
was Jimmie Briseterina and the jockey was
Dave Rogers. The horses were taken to
race tracks up and down the coast.

These races were usually one of the
Fourth of July attractions. Betting and ex-
citement ran high and gold coins changed
hands many times during the races.

NoTE: Most of the material in this story
was contributed by Mrs. Grace Balfrey.



Farming Near Etna

WOLFORD CI PAYNE RANCH. LINUS HENDRYX, ENGINEER.

,

Photo Courtesy I. B. Sovey
MILl SMITH'S THRESHING MACHINE AT FRED SMITH RANCH
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Photo Courtesy M. Smith Family

CHOPPING HAY AT YOUNGS RANCH
Left to right Frank Milt Smith, Chung (Chinese), Henry Young, Paul Facey, Albert Hile, Charley Boyd.

Photo Courtesy M. Smt Family

FARMERS' CREAMERY IN HORN LANE, 1898
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MItT sMITH'S CHALLENGER
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Photo Courtesy D. Young Photo Courtesy W. Smith
YOUNG'S CATTLE CUTTING HAY



The Storm of Storms
The storm which occurred in December,

1964, has been called a thousand year
storm. To put it another way, it has been
the most destructive storm to hit Northern
California since long before the White Man
came to the New World!

An article which appeared in the Siski-
you Daily News of April 12, 1965 sum-
marized the damages to farmers and ranch-
ers in Scott Valley at an estimated $1,726,-
463 for the storm period from December
22, 1964 to January 4, 1965. This in-
formation was compiled by Frank J. Jack-
son, work unit conservationist for the Sis-
kiyou Soil Conservation District. The land
loss is estimated to be 730 acres on 80
Scott Valley farms. Another area on 106
farms is covered with debris, silt and gravel,
raking another $313,570 of farm land
value out of production.

Photo Courtesy Frank J. Jackson

AIR VIEW OF FLOOD COURSE NEAR ETNA
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Seventeen homes and 16 farm buildings
were also demolished. Farmers are faced
with the restoraticn of over 100 miles of
fencing, besides the farm machinery and

equipment lost in the storm.
Roads and bridges in Scott Valley suf-

fered $4,741,097 in flood damages.
Besides being marooned by floods for

several days, Etna suffered severe damage

in the lower section of town. Etna Creek

changed part of its course and flooded the
entire section, leaving the whole area cov-
ered with debris and silt. Residents were
forced to leave their homes in the upper
section two homes were completely dam-

aged, as well as the Pleasure Park Rodeo

arena.
Then, as if Nature was ashamed of the

havoc she had caused, a snow storm blan-
keted the area for several weeks. The snow



Photo Courtesy Frank J. Jackson
ANOTHER AIR VIEW OF FLOOD COURSE NEAR ETNA

66.

Photo Courtesy D. Young Photo Courtesy K. Parks
PLEASURE PARK ARENA LOOKING DOWN CHINA HILL

Looking Toward the Grandstands During Storm Toward Lower Part of Etna,
December 22, 1964



was especially heavy in Etna, with as much
as five feet in places.

Severe floods have occurred in Scott Val-
ley at intervals of about ten years since the
White Man has lived here. The flood of
1861-62 was exceedingly destructive. Not
only did it wash away most of Old Erna,
but it also caused damage throughout Scott
Valley. Residents of what is known as the
Hyde Addition were forced to leave their
homes several times, such as the floods of
1880 and 1890.

The Salmon River country also suffered
severe damage and was completely isolated
for weeks. The heavy snow on Salmon
Mountain closed the Etna-Sawyers Bar road
for several months. A route to get mail
through was effected by the Callahan-Cecil-
ville road. Then the old road over Black
Bear Mountain was opened to Sawyers Bar.

Getting the mail over this route was the
result of the heroic efforts of Charles Snapp.
A special citation award was presented to
him at a dinner in Eureka May 16. The

ETNA UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
(Contrnued from Page 35)

extra classrooms but this plan did not ma-
terialize. Three years ago a kindergarten
building was added.

At present the school has grown so fast
that it has been necessary to hold two
classes in the Methodist Church and a third

PRESENT SCHOOL, 1950
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citation was presented by Postmaster Gen-
eral, John A. Granouski of Washington,
D.C.

Two other men who received citations
were Lonnie Parker, driver of the mail
stage from Etna to Yreka, and William
Quigley who serves as mail carrier in
Scott Valley.

Photo Courtesy N. Glasgow
FROM ETNA CREEK BRIDGE

one in the Church of Latter Day Saints.
It is easy to see that Etna Elementary still

has a building problem. The solution is
complicated because of the inadequate
school grounds.
REFERENCES: Wells' History of Siskiyou
County; The Siskiyou Pioneer 1955 and
1961 editions.



THE ETNA FREE LIBRARY
The Etna Free Library and Reading

Room, established in 1905 with L. S.
Wilson, A. H. Denny, Fred Tebbe, Peter
Blake, and J. 0. Rusby as trustees oc-
cupied a small room in the Rough and
Ready Flourmill, then known as the Han-
sen Building.

Funds for the initial expenses were col-
lected by assessments and subscriptions.
Non-residents and non-tax payers were to
pay one dollar a year for library and read-
ing room privileges; also fines were to be
charged on overdue books.

The library was opened to the public
late in the summer with Miss Jeanerte
Rusby as librarian, who received a salary
of $15.00 per month. There were four
hundred books on the shelves and fifteen
periodicals, three San Francisco, one Sacra-
mento, and two county newspapers on the
table. The Etna Free Library and Reading
Room had made a good start.

About ten years later the library was
moved to the scond floor of the Town Hall.
In 1916 the library was affiliated with the
Siskiyou County Free Library, thus in-
creasing the services of the library.

After being fifty years in the Town Hall,
the steadily growing library needed more
space. The City departments had been
moved elsewhere and the library was alone
in the building. The Etna Lions Club, re-
alizing the library's plight, took as one of

N.D.G.W. MUSEUM
The first Town Hall, which housed fire department
and library. Later library was moved down Stairs
and N.D.G.W. Museum occupied second floor.

its projects the task of transforming the
lower floor of the Town Hall (once oc-
cupied by the Fire Department) into a
well lighted, convenient room. The work
was done by club members, aided by Law-
rence Buchner and other non-club mem-
bers, and the library was moved down-
stairs in May 1959.

The Native Daughter Musuem now oc-
cupies the old library quarters.

Mrs. Henry Sethman devoted over thirty
years of service as librarian and has made
a valuable contribution to the community
during the time she was librarian.

Mrs. Lotta A. Ball

PITMAN LIVERY STABLE -Photo Courtesy N.D.G.W. Museum
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ETNA ABOUT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY



Finis

An' now the history of Etna is told:

First, the Rough 'n' Ready Mill by the farmers was built

To turn their grain to flour in those days of gold.

Then flour and supplies were carried by mule train

To the distant toiling and hungry miners,

Who lived in the dangerous mountain terrain.

As ribbons of narrow roads began to appear,

The rumbling stage coach and the jangling freight trains

Carried supplies and passengers far and near.

Now trucks and cars have brought change on every hand,

Making the journeys in half the time

And bringing modern comforts to this remote land.

Today mighty planes and jets streak through the sky

Intent only on their missions to dties far away;

While the busy 'copters, like knights of old, search our
mountain high,

Performing deeds of mercy where'er they may.
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