
The Smeed Hotel, Eugene, 1884. Surviving early commercial buildings offer most cities advantages over
shopping center; allowing more diverse activities, historical record and a richer range of architectural
styles.
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Surviving on the Territorial Road is the Fergueson house, 1869, woodshed and the family cemetery.
Unique as a house form in the state it may be derived from a medieval Pennsylvanian type.
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By PHILIP DOLE

Chairman of the Lane County Historic Preservation Committee;
Professor of Architecture, University of Oregon

The beauty of Lane County is
so pervasive that within the cities,
towns and countryside a p e r s o n
may find that wherever he goes his
activities are placed in wonderful
surroundings. The frightening as-
pect of this phenomena is that the
attitude of many developmental ac-
tivities implies that Lane County's
beauty cannot be damaged and that
its beauty is a super-abundant, self-
replenishing resource. Not only do
most agencies exclude factors af-
fecting the quality of the environ-
ment from their decision-making
processes but there has never been
a serious look at what is unique
about Lane County and what con-
siderations the county's unique fea-
tures require in order to preserve
and to enhance these surroundings
while incorporating necessary and
desirable change.

If someone attempted to list re-
sources which enhance the quality
of the p h y si c a I environment it
would b e c o me abundantly clear
that an essential and rather unique
characteristic of the county is its
broad diversity. This diversity is
frequently noticed in a statement
such as "we are within reach of the
mountains and the sea." As far as
it goes that is a good description
and an important observation on
natural resources. But the most
glaring omission is no mention of
the valleys where most of Lane
County's people live. In response
to that statement a great deal of
public concern and consequent leg-
islation has indicated some but not
en o u g h, respectful conservation
measures for the mountains and
the sea. Yet that emphasis on Lane
County's attributes pathetically and

A unique farm is that built by George Armitage on Old Coburg road near Eugene. The elegant New
York State type house, 1856, and the huge New York State type barn, 1877, are among the many
pioneer buildings which still stand in the extensive farm building complex. A group such as this could
make a fine folk-museum.
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persistently overlooks t h e places
people frequentthe cities and im-
mediately surrounding countryside.
In consequence of the de-emphasis
on man-made attributes of t h e
county t h e r e is "comparatively"
far less county-wide respect, pub-
lic concern, and legislation and
f e w e r representative agencies to
either preserve or to enhance man-
made features.

Illustrations accompanying t h i s
article indicate so m e structures
which survive from earlier building
in the county. A current exhibit at
the Lane County Museum, co-spon-
sored by the Historic Preservation
Committee, gives more information
on a number of significant surviv-
ing early buildings. In fact there
are, surviving all over the county,
landmarks, unusual buildings, in-
dustrial operations, special places,
landscape developments and other
man-made features which in com-
bination describe the various stages
in the hundred years of settlement
in Lane County from beginnings in
the 1840's to the present day. There
are for example enough survivors
strategically located, if knowrn and

Charles Hamilton Wallace, a circuit riding
preacher for the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
also was an active, very skillful brick mason.
This chimney with the masonic emblem is in
the Junction City vicinity on River Road, 1870.
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Grave stones are just one example of the fine
artwork left by early residents of the county.
Cemeteries were carefully sited on knolls, simply
but dramatically planted to leave us with park-
like landmarks and very valuable sanctuaries
for solitude and birds in an urban age.

cared for, that every person pursu-
ing his work and his leisure inter-
ests could at the same time enjoy
an environment rich in cultural
history. Recognition of these archi-
tectural and landscape inheritances
would include providing new uses
for many old structures, providing
more choices in the kinds of struc-
tures people can live, shop or work
in, providing at all levels of school
first-hand opportunities to study
the ideas and technologies which
have produced our man-made phys-
ical environment, as well as bring-
ing into the valleys opportunities
for recreation and tourism.

Through initiation by the Lane
County Pioneer-Historical Society
the Lane County Historical Preser-
vation Committee was formed in
mid-April of this year. The commit-
tee extends Its interests and re-



sponsibilities beyond the pioneer
period. Whether old or recent, all
significant building is the concern
of the committee. But preservation
is equally concerned with the con-
text and surroundings of buildings,
with the understanding that part of
any building's function and expres-
sion is understood through its re-
lationship with its site. A major
part of mans building and accom-

Jacob Spores, Coburg vicinity about 1854. A
nearly intact survivor of a once typical, now
rare, pioneer house type which probably derived
from a southern state such as Kentucky.

modation for his way of life is
through landscape constructions
such as fields, cemeteries, roads and
scenery. Landscapes are as often
endangered as individual buildings
and changes to landscapes affect
many present and future people.

The Lane County Historic Pres-
ervation Committee members are
Mrs. Robert Ballin, Philip Dole,
Mrs. James Fortt, Ronald Lovin-
ger, James Savage, Mrs. Irene Trip-
pett and John Warren. Individually
they represent association w i t h
such diverse interests as interior
decoration, early Oregon architec-
ture, local history, landscape archi-
tecture, the county museum and
local business concerns. Collectively
they represent. people who have ex-
pressed a concern for the preserva-
tion of the county's cultural his-
tory.

One of the committee's first con-
cerns is to extend its representation
and insure involvement throughout James Stevens house, interior doorway in theall parts of the county. Adjunct panneled parlor, 1875.
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committees will be formed in sev-
eral localities with membership par-
ticularly concerned with the de-
velopment of local "historic" oppor-
tunities. A second program of the
Historic Preservation Committee is
to develop an extensive inventory
of information on "historic" re-
sources throughout the county. A
primary function of the committee
is to inform and alert the public
and the agencies representing the
public interest to the opportunities
inherent in the county through an
enhanced use of its historic re-
sources.

A greatly extended and greatly
expanded interpretation of "mu-
seum" could accomplish many use-
ful conservation acts. One might
wish to designate all the eastern
cultures which are manifested in
Lane County's older buildings, de-
velop historic trails, historic dist-
ricts (such as the older part of



Florence), adopt the European
folk-museum notion and preserve
o n e of t h e more intact earlier
farms, extend parks and recreation
to include appropriate sites for log-
ging, sawmill and mining museums.
There are at present a number of
museums in the countyfew of
them adequately staffed, or bud-
geted. The cities of Westfir, Flor-
ence and Cottage Grove each have
one. Some museums experience dif-
ficulty having opening hours. None
including the county museum is
budgeted adequately enough to en-
courage a n d develop educational
programs which would necessitate
special exhibitions with changing
information as well as rather ex-
tensive provisions for permanent
display, cataloguing, research and
storage. But as it is, despite the
huge population of t h i s county
compared to other counties in the
state its annual museum invest-
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ment is about a third that of say
Douglas or Jackson County. Out-
side the museum itself, preserva-
tion activity in Lane County has
been practically n 11 i n contrast
again to the two counties named.

Almost every aspect of preserva-
tion is dependent on public and

Elmer Calef's house, 1872-3, not far from the
Armitage farm was copied "exactly" from a
family home in Vermont.

The cave details of Elmer Calef's barn and other characteristics show that it too was copied from
Vermont. No other barn in the entire Willamette valley has a construction like it or as fine in these
details.
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local concern. Protection and en-
hancement of Lane County's re-
sources, whether rural landscapes,
individual buildings or landmarks,
is almost entirely a responsibility
of the population within the county.
Responsibility will usually include
recognizing the future importance
of a preservation action, encourag-
ing protective legislation, encourag-
ing appropriate uses and support-
ing necessary b u d g e t s. Political
units larger than the county can
offer very little assistance. The
1966 National Historic Preserva-
tion Act, for example, is a rather
feeble law and at best it may only
designate a few (perhaps three)
buildings in any county as na-
tionally significant. It will not
guarantee that these "three" are
protected or preserved.

"Three" buildings would mean
almost nothing as far as describ-
ing the cultural history of the
county and would also e x cl u d e

David Zumwalt house. An important, remarkable
characteristic of many pioneer houses was that
they transplanted so recently ideas from the
east coast which were ways of living and build-
ing inherited from the 1600s and from medieval
England, as is this boxed in twisting staircase.
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many other buildings and land-
scapes of great historical signifi-
cance. But the greater deprivation
would be of those kinds of features,
meaningful through long associa-
tion, present in almost every lo-
cality and enjoyed because a view,
a road, a group of buildings give

The Church at Walker, 1891. George Lea of Cot-
tage Grove, designer. While Cottage Grove has
several fine churches the demolition of churches
in the county has taken a very severe toll.

David Zumwalt house, Lorone Highway, circa
1860. A handsome, remarkably intact example
of now rare type of early farmhouse. Construc-
tion technology unusual, too, using handhewn
sills, plates, posts and girders.



distinction to that locality. If we
wish to have in the future a county
as interesting as it is now, the
means and the methods will require
public enthusiasm expressed aloud
and voiced as a concern in the
newspapers, in each planning study,
in response to every developmental
project and to all political bodies.

Members of the Lane County His-
toric P r e s e r v at i on Committee

The former McFarland house, Cottage Grove
about 1891, perhaps designed by George Lea.
Such fine wood work is still prevalent on house
surviving in Cottage Grove.
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would welcome information on un-
usual buildings, landmarks or land-
scapes. We would also appreciate
information on individual interests
as to potential preservation pro-
jects. We would particularly ap-
preciate learning which surviving
buildings and landscapes you are
especially fond of.

Perhaps no barns of this type remain in Lane
County. Built between the 1840s and the 1860s,
with hand hewn frames, they featured a very
low roof pitch, leantos and through the combin-
ation of neat workmanship and simple surfaces
buildings whose attractiveness is difficult to
surpass.

Rural landscape feature markings left by early, strenuous agricultural enterprise and wonderful intervals
of open space, old buildings inevitably in land mark positions. Pleasurable particularly in a more urban
age but unprotected from the potential of thickly distributed modern building which will destroy it.
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By CLAUD HAMMITT

My father, Norman Peter Ham-
mitt, was born in 1828 in Ohio.
His father's name was Benjamin.
Ge o r g e Hammitt, Revolutionary
War s o Id i e r, was probably his
grandfather. The Benjamin Ham-
mitt family moved to Ottumwa,
Iowa, and in 1848 Father and his
brother Austin struck out across
the Plains for California.

When the gold fields proved dis-
appointing, Father enlisted in the
United States Army and was sent
north to Oregon. He served as Cap-
tain in the Southern Oregon Indian
Wars and was placed in charge of
freighting ammunition from Red-
ding, California to Southern Ore-
gon. On being mustered out at the
end of his service he made his way
to Eugene City to join his brother
Austin who was already established
in business, engaged in carpentry
and cabinet making; his main stock
in trade being cord bedsteads.

In 1855 Austin Hammitt with
Mahlon Harlow secured the bid to
build the new Lane County Court-
house at $8,500. Father was made
head carpenter. They went to the
woods for timber and did all the

Norman Peter and Francis Zumwalt Hammitt taken at
the time of their marriage in 1858.

work with hand tools. As I recall,
Father's pay was $1,000 for the
main structure and an extra $10.00
for a "ten-holer" in back. Two such
facilities were unnecessary in the
days when office staff and patrons
were all males.
Editorial Note: "On January 15, 1855, the
erection of a suitable court house was
determined upon and not before it was
needed, for that hitherto in use was
barely large enough to accommodate a
full bench and bar. It must have been a
touching sight to see twelve intelligent
jurymen being herded under the sylvan
shade of an umbrageous oak, when in
consultation, by an energetic d e p u t y
sheriff. The general outline of the build.
ing was ordered to be as follows: Ground
plan, forty by sixty feet; two stories high,
one of which to be fitted as a court
room, the other for offices. There was
no delay; on the 29th January, the plans
of A. A. Smith were accepted, and on
the 3rd April the contract to build, for
the sum of eight thousand five hundred
dollars was awarded Mahlon H. Barlow
and A. W. Hammitt, and in a short time
duly completed.

The position was not chosen, however,
without considerable feeling being ex-
pressed, to obviate all of which it was
built on the line dividing the donations
of Charnel Mulligan and Eugene F.
Skinner."A. G. Walling's History &f
Lane County, 1884, Page 373.

Hammitt Family pictures from the collection of Claud Hammitt, San Jose, California.
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Lane County's First Court House, 1855. (Lane County Pioneer Museum Library)

Father was always interested in
self-improvement. He with other
young men of the new city, hired
a tutor whose name I wish I could
tell you. Among other things they
studied were carpentry techniques
and astronomy.

Meantime (1850) Solomon and
Nancy Zumwalt with eleven chil-
dren, left St. Charles County, Mis-
souri, for Oregon. They traveled
with the Harlow-Tandy Wag o n
Train though the family always
called it the Zumwalt Train. The
party wintered near Salt Lake City
and did not arrive in Oregon until
1851.

Editorial Note: For account of Zumwalt-
Harlow-Tandy Train see the following:

"The Tandys, Pioneers of 1851" by
Charlotte Mitchel. Lane County Histor-
ian, Vol. Vifi, No. 2, Page 33.37.

"Letter to Mahion Harlow from Wil-
liam Ward," March 23, 1852. Manuscript.
Lane County Historian, Vol. IV, No. 4,
Pages 83-87.

"A Letter to the Editor from Andrew
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Jackson Zumwalt," Lane County Histor-
ian, Vol. IV, No. 1, Page 13.

Mahlon Harlow and family joined
party captained by Jerome B. Jeer and
on May 16, 1850, started across plains
wintered at Ogden, Utah, when learned
grass along route burned. Considerable
trouble with Mormons. Harlow arrested
on trumpted up charge of harboring and
secreting rogues, acquited.

"About middle of March, party moved
on to Box Elder Creek, overtaken by
Mormon official, demanded Harlow and
mother-in-law pay tax of $52.00 on cattle,
horses and wagons and carriage.

"Route taken up again, encounter with
Indians, none of emigrants injured. .
Eugene Guard, January 24, 1896.

Solomon Zumwalt settled first in
Polk County; then in 1853 took a
donation land claim near the old
River Road to Irving. In April,
1853, Lane County's first Methodist
church was organized in the Zum-
wait log cabin.

At the first meeting of the Meth-
odist Church in the Zumwalt home
was Solomon's daughter, Francis,
who, when she died in 1925, marked



the passing of the church's last
charter member.

Francis and grandfather and Sol-
omon's Father, Adam Zumwalt,
fought in the Revolutionary War.
As a pioneer he migrated to Ken-
tucky and was a friend of Daniel
Boone. Francis' grandmother was
Mary Roods, daughter of Andrew
Roods, immigrant from Ho 11 an d
and who was a soldier for the Brit-
ish before the Revolution and was
at Braddock's defeat. Francis' great
grandfather, Andrew Z urn w alt,
came to America in 1737 from Po-
land.

Young Francis attended the old
Columbia College during the presi-
dency of the Reverend E. P. Hen-
derson. She earned her expenses at
the hotel, called, I believe, the "Eu-
gene Hotel," which was owned by
her brother, "Lite" Zumwalt and
Louis Potter, a brother-in-law. The

young waitress spent much time
polishing the pantry mirror which
just happened to afford a view of
the lobby and its assemblage of
young men patrons. The reflection
of one very handsome young man
held Francis' attention the longest
'Til to her horror the brazen
image looked straight back and
winked.

The handsome fellow was Nor-
man Hammitt, and, in 1858 he and
Francis were married. They settled
first in Eugene City on land next
to John Lessure's donation land
claim. They bought a cow with
$100 of Hammitt's army pay script.
Later, he sold the remainder of his
script at a very low price rate.
Around 1870 the couple bought one
of the best farms of the Mohawk,
the Jake Ramsey place.

Austin Hammitt b o u g h t land
along the McKenzie River which

Hammitt home after addition. Left to right: Mrs. Virgil Roland, a cousin; Maud, Grace, little Gladys
Roland, Mrs. Hammitt.
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quarter of beef and this is how we
kept it: We had a pole about fifty
feet high which was equipped, like
a flagpole, with rope and pulley so
that the meat could be hoisted up
above the flies. The outside formed
a hard crust, the inside stayed
fresh. I liked to haul it down and

became the McKenzie Stock Farm,
and, later, became a part of the
Weyerhaeuser plant. Hammitt then
moved to Contra Costa County,
California, where he s e r v e d as
county judge and state legislator.

Back on the Mohawk, the Nor-
man Hammitts had sixteen chil-
dren, of whom they reared thirteen,
three died in infancy. The children
were Ben, Belle (Mrs. Will Seavey),
George, May (Mrs. Fred Bean),
Paul, Marvin, Fannie (Mrs. John
Barger, later, Mrs. George Easter),
Maude (Mrs. Rollie Presnall), Vic,
John, Ralph, Claud and Grace
(Mrs. Aidred Dillard). I was the
third youngest and am the last
living surviving.

Other pioneer families in the
Mohawk were the families of Matt
Spores, Matt Stafford, Jerry Par-
nell, Dave Boggs, Jap Evans, Rod-
ney Scott and Hayfield. I remem-
ber Old Man Hayfield well. When-
ever he went visiting of an even-
ing he lighted his way with a torch,
a tin can nailed to a length of wood
and which was filled with pine
chips, a common practice in those
days.

Another unforgetable character
was Old Joe Huddleston who
moved the Boxer Rebellion all the
way from China to the Mohawk.
He was for all-out war against the
proposed new school. If you were
with him you were a Boxer, but if
you were on the other side, you
were a Bad Guy, a High-Binder.
When the school was built in spite
of Joe's good fight, he named it
after one of the Chinese battle-
fieldsthat is why the Mohawk
School was always better known
as the Ping Yang school.

The Hammitt house which shel-
tered thirteen children, two par-
ents, orphaned cousins, as well as
visiting relatives, was added onto
again and again until there was
eventually a two-story wing. After
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Father's death, Ben, having made
some money in the Coeur d'Alene
mines, built Mother the house
which is still standing. In those
early years, our parents' bed was
in the front room. In a trundle bed
which pulled out from underneath
slept four of the little onestwo
at each end.

Despite such a large f a mi 1 y,
Mother and Father enjoyed com-
panyit was about the only social
life customary for the timesand
our home was always filled with
visitors, relatives and friends, near
and distant. Also, our place was
the logical stop-over for people who
were traveling between the Upper
Mohawk and Eugene.

We always ate in relays, the
"young-uns" at the second or even
third tables. We raised most our
food, stored vegetables, fruit was
preserved or dried and smoked our
hams. Sometimes Father bought a

cut off a strip of that very dry
crust to chew on.

Grandfather Solomon Zumwalt
made our shoes of cowhide which
he tanned himself. He made his
shoe tacks of whittled maple wood.
Father knew how to stretch them
when they started pinching. He
would fill the bottom with beans
or wheat and water, tie t hem
tightly at the top, and let them
stand overnight.

Before there was rural free de-
livery only those Mohawk citizens
who lived directly on the route
from Springfield to the Mohawk
Post Master's house got direct mail
service. They hung their leather
sacks on a post or tree on their



property and the post man dropped
their mail in the sacks as he gal-
loped by. Everyone else had to
collect his own mail. We had quite
a distance to go until the Demo-
crats got in again: then Father
rode over and got the pigeon holes
and my sister Maud became the
new Post Masteror Post Mistress.
I was her assistantin charge of
"Post Haste" mail which had to be
delivered immediately. Sometimes
I had to take it three miles or more
and often on foot. It was on rainy
days folks liked to pick up the mail.
They stayed at the house the rest
of the day then accepted Mother's
invitation to stay for dinner.

Deer were always plentiful up
the Mohawk but we lost our best
deer stand when Ray Stafford built
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his house smack on top of it. Then,
there were bear. Halfway between
our house and Frank Stafford's
was a bend in the road called "Bear
Corner." The pests came down
from the east mountain, swam
across the river, and feasted on
fruit in Frank Stafford's plum and
pear orchards. Often, I saw fresh
bear tracks along the road and
once I heard a bear chasing me. I
didn't take time to turn around
and lookI just took to my heels
and ran home.

One year a renegade bear started
making raids on the sheep. He
would kill more than he could eat
just for the fun of it. We finally
got him though it took two differ-
ent traps and then he broke loose
before we had secured him; men

The trapping of Old Renegade was a big event. Left side of post: front row, Mrs. George Yarnell,
Gladys Yarnell. Back: Austin Root, Ralph Hammitt, Emma Davis holding Arleva, Marion Davis, Mary
Boggs, Vic Hammitt, Emmet Boggs holding baby daughter, Fred Zumwalt, Maud and Grace Hammitt.
Right of post: Four boys in front row: Frank Root, Ray Stafford, Harry Yarnell, Uncertain. Back: Jim
McGee, Emma Davis's sister, Unkown, Ettie Root, Lena Anderson, Mollie Stafford, "Beanie" Smith.



went flying in all directions. I fell
down right in front of the mad-
dened animal and I was told later
my speed on all fours was fantastic.

Another time, at night, Father
heard the sheep bells jangling in
the woods across the road from
our place. He sneaked over with
his gun, saw the bear, took aim
and shot. The animal fell. When he
went back the next morning, the
"bear" turned out to be Mr. Yar-
nell's old sow. Father paid for it
and later, he, with the help of Mr.
Yarnell, butchered it.

"Mohawkers" did not always get
along. If adjoining neighbors de-
veloped a bad enough feud, some-
times they wound up by putting
in a "devil's lane." This was two
fences running parallel b e t we en
their land with a "no-man's" strip
in between. But that solution did
not necessarily end the feud. Often,
m o r e friction developed between
the neighbors. Each one watched
the other; a fellow had better not
let his cattle graze on more than
half of that "neutral" strip.

Uncle Lite Zumwalt had a devil's
lane. Joe Huddleston, who always
loved a good fight, also had one.
The man on the other side of Joe's
got religion and suggested t h at
they bury their differences and do
away with one of those shameful

fences. Joe, who liked making
friends about as well as he enjoyed
enemies and a good fight, agreed.
But he did not realize his Christian
"saved" neighbor had other plans.
He intended to take down the fence
on his own side, thus adding the
entire strip, the "devil's lane," to
his property. Back went the "devil's
lane" and the feud was revived.

It was possible, even up the river-
bound Mohawk to have culture. We
had a little drama group and put
on plays up and down the Mohawk
in different schools. We had lots
of fun practicing. Father also be-
longed to a Chess club in Eugene.
There were always several games
going on by mail. Some opponents
lived as far away as Portland. Of-
ten, several weeks had to pass be-
tween moves: one g a me might
drag on for the better part of a
year.

F a t h e r was civic-minded and
served the pioneer community in
many and various ways. He was a
Grange Master and was instru-
mental in organizing the Mohawk
branch of the old Farmers' Alli-
ance. He was a hard-core Demo-
crat and very active in county poli-
tics. I remember that Father took
me, a very young and very bored
boy, to a county party convention,
commonly held in those days before

First Hayden Bridge, 1877, replaced Matt Spores' ferry. Photo from collection of Merle Moore
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was devoted to nominating
speeches. Father in a d e one too,
though not as long-winded as some
Sometimes, one speech would last
for hours.

the coming elections. The session

Father also served for m an y
years on the school board. When
Stafford School replaced the ear-
lier log structure which was across
the river, the distance from the
court house had to be established
for the records and Father paced
the entire ten miles in order to set
it straight. To father, the ten-mile
stretch was nothing, one day he
had walked all the way home from
Salem.

As a road supervisor, Father was
one of the first to put in a mac-
adamized road. He had seen the
technique demonstrated at the In-
ternational Exposition held in San
Francisco in 1894, and decided it
was the solution to the Mohawk's
dusty-in-summer or churned-up-in-
winter road conditions.

He helped to construct the first
Hayden bridge, a covered struc-
ture, which replaced the old toll
ferry. Mother used to t eli h o w
frightened she had always been of
the ferry crossing. The h o r s e s
would paw and stamp around, the
craft would dip and sway, and Matt
Spores, the ferry-man, though
powerfully built and strong, would
pull and strain at the sweeps.

As Justice of the Peace, Father
officiated at some of the murders
which occured regularly up our
way. Eugeneans used to say, "Up
the Mohawk they h ave a m an
(murder) for breakfast every
morning." We did lose some of our
best friends that way; Dave Boggs
and Sam Skinner for two.

Though her own brood numbered
thirteen-plus, Mother always had
time for everyone. She was the
local midwife and family "psychol-
ogist;" she was the o n e person
other women told their troubles to.
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Mother liked people and I remem-
ber the many times she would en-
tice our mare Nellie to the saddle
so that she could go on a "call" or
just for a visit to the homes of
Mollie Stafford or the McGees; on
her lap in the saddle rode baby
Grace and toddlers Ralph and I
would hang on behind.

Even in those days folks had to
have some money coming in. One
of our main crops was hops. In the
fall our place was like a county
fair; relatives and m o r e distant
neighbors arrived to help with the
crop and camped around our house.
In addition University students and
whole families came out from Eu-
gene for a "vacation" with pay.
Always, too, there were the In-
dians, families of Warm Spring In-
dians crossed the Cascades each
summer to work in the Willamette
Valley.

One of the Indian families, the
Jim Sticoni clan, returned to us
each summer, arriving w i t h all
their earthly possessions including
horses and clogs, so that with ten
or so workers, we also had thirty
or more horses to graze in our pas-
ture. Jim's wife was a proud woman
who claimed to have been one of
Buffalo Bill's wives. She would
not answer when Mother tried to
show off her Chinook. "Ay spik
much," Mrs. Sticoni would say.

Sundays we used to watch the
squaws tan deer hide. They soaked
the skins until they were slimy,
then kneaded them. N ext t h e y
rubbed them well with deer brains
and chewed the stiffest parts.

One day when Father took a
load of baled hops to Eugene a
wagon dropped off along the way
and rolled into a "thank you
Marm;" some one had been slight-
ing his road work. Father was
thrown off the seat, over the fence
and into an adjoining field. He
landed on his head. Some of the



neighbors got him to the nearest
house which was that of "Uncle"
Jobey Davis. Doc Paine came out
and without x-rays determined that
Father's neck was broken. The doc-
tor adjusted it as best he could and
packed pillows around it.

After a week at the Davis' Father
insisted on coming home. Mother
and the older boys went after him
with a quilt-loaded wagon. But
Father could not stand the jolting
in the wagon. So, with plenty of
neighborly support, he staggered
the three miles home.

The caravan, swelled by rela-
tives, neighbors, little kids an d
dogs, passed Stafford School where
I was in attendance and I can still
hear the rumble of our wagon and
team and still see the anxious con-
cerned-faced marchers.

At home, Father's most comfort-
able position w a s in a rocking
chair. For days and nights running
into weeks, this remained his "sick
bed." We got our first clinical ther-
mometer at this time and my sis-
ter May learned to administer the
hypodermic needle. T h i s experi-
ence led May to enter t h e n e w
training school for nurses at Good
Samaritan Hospital in Portland and
she became the first Registered
Nurse most Mohawkers had ever
seen.

My youngest sister Grace and I
were among the first Eugene High
School students when that institu-
tion was still housed in the Court-
house which my father had built
forty-five years before and which
is now replaced by a new building.

Editorial Note: The first high school in
Eugene was held in the original Lane
County Court House which was built in
1855 and moved to the southeast corner
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of 7th and Oak Streets in 1897 in order
to make room for the new Court House.
The Caurt House served as a high school
from 1898-1900.

In order to attend school as there
were no buses or regular transpor-
tation of any kind up the Mohawk,
it was necessary for us to lodge in
Eugene. At first we roomed at the
Widow Burr's. Her husband, Sher-
wood Burr, had been a noted Eu-
gene personage. Like m o st Eu-
geneans the WidoW Burr had a
cow. Each morning, Mrs. Burr's
son, Anthony, would lead the cow
down the main streets to a good
grazing site. The streets we r e
mostly mud or dust, lined with high
grass and weeds and cows were a
common sight.

Later, my folks decided to com-
bine our lodging requirements with
a good investment and bought a
house in town. So then Grace and I
had our own house for the rest of
our high school days.

In time Father recovered from
his injury but it left him always
erect of stature, even more straight
and stiff than before. He died on
June 2, 1901, aged seventy-three
years. Mother died in 1925, aged
eighty-three years. T h e Mohawk
home remained in the Hammitt
family until the early 1930's when
it was sold to the Hansen family,
who, I believe still own it.

Of Norman and Francis Ham-
mitt's sixteen children, eight sons
grew to manhood but only three
grandsons bore the Hammitt name.
Today, there is only one great-
grandson with the family name. He
is my grandson, Deane Hammitt
of Carmichael, California, presently
in service with the United States
Air Force.



A watch purchased in England
in 1834 by Johann Augustus Sut-
ter, a Swiss, born on February 15,
1803, at Kandern, a small hamlet
not far from Basle, has been owned
since 1953 by another Swiss, John
Huber of Eugene, Oregon, who
was born just 30 kilometers from
the watch's original owner. Sutter
attended school as a lad very near
John Huber's boyhood home where
he was reared.

John Huber bought the watch
after reading an advertisement in
a Eugene newspaper, November,
1953:

"For sale, Antique watch for-
merly belonging to Eugene F. Skin-
ner, founder of Eugene, and prior
to that to Capt. John Sutter of
California. As is."

The watch was for sale for $120
by Eugene jeweler Bristow, a rela-
tive of Elijah Bristow who had
come across the plains with Eugene
Skinner and wintered with him at
Sutter's Fort in California in 1845-
1846.

The gold English Fusse watch is
elaborately engraved an d o f 18
karat gold. The face of the watch
is circled by a garland of flowers
in green, yellow and gold. It is a
key-winder and is wound by open-
ing the back and inserting a key
in the hole. There is a tiny chain
like a bicycle chain in miniature
which operates the mechanism of
the watch and is attached to the
winding sprocket and the m a i n
spring.

The watch was made by Maurice
Tobias and Co., London, England,
in business from 1794 to 1840. Re-
search revealed the watch parts
had been made in Switzerland and
assembled in London but that the
engravings had been done in Milan,
Italy.

Johann August Sutter possibly
bought t h e watch in Liverpool,
England, where many immigrants
took ship for America and un-
doubtedly just before his own de-

Exterior of watch with key. Interior or watch with miniature bicycle chain.

Photographs, "Helvetia Diary," are from the collection of John Huber, Eugene, Oregon.
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Johann (John) Augustus Sutter, from the paint-
ing by Frank Buchser, 1866. Museum of the City
of Solothurn, Switzerland.

parture for the new land. The
watch traveled with him to New
York, then westward where he
spent the winter of 1834-1835 near
St. Louis, Missouri. The next three
years he was with the Santa Fe
traders in Missouri and New Mex-
ico.

In April of 1838 with a party of
seven, Sutter started for California.
The group reached Vancouver in
October but was unable to continue
as the weather prohibited over-
land travel. Nor was there a ship
available for California so Sutton
set sail for the Sandwich Islands,
a round-about route to California.

He remained in the Sandwich
Islands for almost a year. In April
of 1839, Sutter set sail for Sitka
and then traveled south down the
Pacific coast to San Francisco and
from there to Monterey.

At Monterey Sutter secured a
land grant for the entire Sacra-
mento Valley from Governor Al-
varado and then became a Mexican
citizen in order to secure a title to
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the property. He called his new
territory soon to become an em-
pire, "New Helvetia," over which
he ruled with absolute authority.

Almost one hundred and forty
years have passed since Johann
Augustus Sutter bought his brand
new watch and set sail for the new
land. Both the watch and Sutter
"lived" and "made" history.

Sutter and the watch did not part
company until 1848 when Eugene
Skinner on a return trip to Cali-
fornia from Oregon during t he
Gold Rush made a trade with Sut-
ter for the watch. Other reports
indicate the watch changed hands
between Sutter and Skinner when
the Skinner family and E lii a h
Bristow wintered at New Helvetia
or Sutter's Fort during the winter
of 1845-1846.

After Sutter made the trade with
Skinner, he regretted the loss of
the watch and offered to buy it
back for $300.00 but Skinner re-
fused and would not consider a
sale.

A diary called "The New Hel-
vetia Diary" kept from September
9th, 1845 to May 25th, 1848, docu-
ments Skinner's stay at Sutter's
Fort. However, it does not mention
the watch transaction between Sut-
ter and Skinner.

Sutter's F o r t had become a
"Wagon Train" stop for the emi-
grants who traveled across t h e
plains to California. Many, invited
by Sutter to stay and settle in
California, established themselves
in the Valley. Others remained only
for a brief period while enroute
north to Oregon.

Sutter, technically a Mexican cit-
izen, was eager for American immi-
gration into California. He fore-
saw the time when American in-
terests and developments might de-
termine the destiny of California.

A sympathetic an d hospitable
man despite his reputation as a
stern autocratic ruler, Sutter
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housed and aided the emigrants,
many of whom arrived destitute.
Others he rescued from the deep
snows, including the disastrous and
tragic Donner Party.

S u t t e r i n h i s Reminiscences
wrote, "My farmhouse and store-
houses were filled every winter dur-
ing these immigration times with
poor, wet, hungry men, women and

children, seeking a fortune in the
new land. . . . These poor people
usually arrived in a destitute con-
dition and hard indeed would have
been the man who demanded pay-
ments for shelter, food and cloth-
ing. . . they came to my door with
nothing but their tired bodies and
their rain-wet clothing."

The first entry in the New Hel-

NEW HELVETIA

iary
A RECORD OF EVENTS KEPT BY

tu . 'uttcr
AND HIS CLERKS

AT NEW HELVETIA, CALIFORNIA,

FROM SEPTEMBER 9, 1845,

TO MAY 25, 1848.
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ril, 18L6

NEW HELVETIA APRIL 1846.
L. W. HASTINGS of upper California, having consented thereto, has

been this day, and is in virtue of this record, appointed as adminis-
trator of the Estate of the late Dr. W. B. Gildea deceased, and is,
hereby, fully authorized and empowered to receive all property be-
longing to the said estate, to collect all demands due and oweing to
the said Estate, with or without process of law, and to do all other
acts and things necessary for the security and protection of the said
estate from injury or loss, and the said Hastings, as administrator of

the said Estate, is further empowered and required to pay, or cause
to be paid, to the extent of the assets all just demands and claims,
against the said estate as the same become due, and are presented,
always however, in the following order, 1st the funeral expenses, 2

the expenses of the last illness, and 3rd all others without distinc-
tion, other than that of presentation and proof.

In testimony whereof!, John A. Sutter, alcalde of the jurisdiction
of the Sacramento, have set my hand, and affixed my seal at New
Helvetia, in upper California, this 20th day of Febr 1846.

JOHN A. SLJTrxR, Alcalde

WDNSDAY 8

Arrived T. Sicard from Bear Creek, A. Sanders from abovede-
parted Knight for Cosumne, and the launch for Hock with Bristow
as a passenger.

THURSDAY 9th

Arrived Launch from Yerba Buena Passengers Messrs Talbott,
Dornte and Flugy, also Merrit & two others from the valley above

FRIDAY 10th

Arrived Wm Johnson and Knight from Bear Creek. Departed J.
Bonney & family, Minier & family, E. F. Skinner and family, and
E. Dupeis for the Valley above-



the gold and 'rote in his Reminiscences,
"My days of greatest affluence were just
before the Gold Discovery. . . The great
rush from San Francisco arrived in May,
1848. . All was in confusion. My men
all deserted me, which is not strange. I
could not even shut the gates of my
Fort and keep out the rabble without
spilling their blood.....

vetia Diary about Eugene F. Skin-
ner was in October 25th, 1845, "...
4 wagons more came in today
Mr. Ide's and Mr. Skinner's."

On the 30th of November, 1845,
is noted ". . . arrived Mr. Bristow
from Feather River." Skinner was
already active in the community
for Sutter notes on the 31st of
October, 1845, ". . . Skinner and
Tusten were shingling the Hatter-
shop."

Bristow was soon busy as well.
On December 1st, 1845, the diary
notes, "Started Peter Lassen, Mr.
Bristow, Mr. Sanders, with a lot
of horses belonging to Mr. Sanders,
a 150 Mr. Marshall accompanying
them . .

Editorial Note: The same Mr. Marshall,
James Wilson Marshall, a mechanic em-
ployed by Sutter who made looms, spin-
ning wheels, etc., for the Fort, and who
while building a saw-mill at Coloma on
the South Fork of the American River
found go'd on January 24th, 1848, an
event which precipitated the California
Gold Rush and changed the destiny of
the West.

Sutter noted the phenomenal event
with a terse entry in the Diary on Jan-
uary 28th, 1848. The cryptic sentence
reads, "Mr. Marshall arrived from the
Mountains on very important business."

Sutter tried to keep the discovery of
gold a secret. He foresaw the menace of

Skinner at the Fort in 1845, con-
tinued to busy himself. On the 5th
of December, the Diary notes, ".
Skinner hung the do o r to t h e
Cooper shop," and on the 8th, ".
Skinner finished frame to grind-
stone."

Spring arrived and Sutter, anxi-
ous for new settlers, sent a party
of emigrants to survey the sur-
rounding country. On February the
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3rd, 1846, Sutter notes, Departed
Launch for Yerbe Burena. Passen-
gers, Messrs Snyder, Sublette
Skinner." On March 26th, ".
Mr. Bristow was thrown from his
mule and badly hurt."

Skinner and Bristow were soon
on their way to Oregon. An entry,
April 8th, lists Bristow as passen-
ger on the launch to loch and on
the 10th of April, ". . . Departed...
E. F. Skinner & family, and E.
Dupeis (left) for the Valley above."

Editorial Note: "The first white settler
within the present boundary lines of
Lane County was Elijah Bristow who
here cast his lot in June, 1846. . . . Going
first to California, he was dissatisfied
with that country and came overland to
Oregon, spring of 1846. In June of that
year, accompanied by Eugene F. Skinner,
Captain Felix Scott and William Dodson,
Mr. Bristow started up the Willamette
valley in search of a location suitable
for the settlement of a large and increas-
ing family. . . . Arriving at a point, since
known as Pleasant Hill, Br i s t o w ex-
claimed, 'This is my claim

As the party returned, on their way
down the valley, Eugene F. Skinner took
up a claim where E u g e n e City, the
county seat now stands. . . . In the spring
of 1847, Eugene F. Skinner returned to
the claim he had selected the year be-
fore, and built his cabin at the foot of
the "butte" ... called by the Indians
Ya-po-ah, but which from that time for-
ward took the name of the early settler
near its base"Skinner's Butte."A. G.
Walling's History of Lane Co., Pages 324-
325.

In 1848 with his family settled
on the slope of a butte soon to be
known as Skinner's Butte, Skinner
traveled south again to California
and the gold mines. Later, back
in Eugene, the chain on his watch
broke. Unable to have the watch
repaired, Skinner m a d e a trade
with Alfred Orton, possibly around
1850, and exchanged the watch for
a grain fan mill. Orton, an early
resident of Eugene, kept the watch
until his death in 1881.

A son, Edward Orton, inherited
the watch from his father. In Aug-



ust of 1932 he sold it to J. M. To-
man, an Eugene jeweler. J. M. To-
man, in turn, sold the watch to
W. W. Bristow, a relative of Elijah
Bristow, co-pioneer traveler with
Eugene F. Skinner. W. W. Bristow,
also a jeweler, on his death, be-
queathed the watch to his son, W.
W. Bristow, Jr., owner of Bristow's
jewelry store in Eugene.

It was W. W. Bristow, Jr., who
placed the advertisement in the
Eugene newspaper in November,

Eugene F. Skinner in 1855.
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1963, offering for sale the Eugene
F. Skinner watch and which was
purchased by John H u be r, the
present owner. Since his ownership
of the Sutter-Skinner watch, Mr.
Huber, a retiree from the Southern
Pacific Railway, has done endless
research on the history of t h e
watch itself as well as on Sutter
and Skinner, pioneer owners of the
watch during the early days of
California and Oregon.



Villard and Deady Hall, University of Oregon. Despite some harsh treatment twenty years ago the two
stand as respected landmarks to the initiation of educational endeavors which were mode possible by
very generous contributions from the surrounding community.

All photographs used in "Preserving lane County's Historic Resources" are from the collection of
Philip Dole with following exceptions: Smeed Hotel, Fergueson House, Cartwright House, Armitage Farm
(Lane County Pioneer Museum).
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The Cartwright House, Lorane Highway. south of Lorane, 1854. The finest of several early country
houses which encourage considering development of the Territorial Road as an historic trail.
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