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EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING
COMES IY) LANE COUNTY

by Roger Hou glum

Educational radio stations were
among the first to take to the air in the
early twenties when public interest in
broadcasting reached its peak; then,
ironically, they were among the first of
the licensees to be forced off the air as
the federal government sharply tighten-
ed its regulations governing hours of
operation, technical equipment re-

quired, and the need for licensed opera-
tors. Not until the close of World War II
did the Federal Communications
Commission make a conciliatory
gesture to educational stations: it
established a new FM Broadcast Band
(88 to 108 MHz), and reserved the first
20 channels of this allocation exclu-
sively for educational station use!

Station KRVM was the thirteenth in
the nation to take to the air using this
new mode of broadcasting; the first in
the entire Pacific Northwest. Today,
there are over 1,000 educational FM
broadcast stations on the air, or under
construction, in the United States.

Educational Stations Have
Had a Long History

When the public's enthusiasm for
radio broadcasting began to result in
mass sales of radio receivers, starting
about 1922, the Department of Com-
merce, the controlling agency, soon re-
ceived an avalanche of applications
from prospective broadcasters. Re-
quests for broadcasting licenses were re-
ceived from an amazingly broad spec-
trum of applicants: department stores,
newspapers, garages, mortuaries, hospi-
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tals, and, of course, public school sys-
tems, colleges and universities, and
churches. In the period 1922 to 1927, the
number of radio stations expanded dra-
matically from less than 600 to more
than 1400, with new broadcasters going
on the air for the first time every week.

For economic reasons, many of these
stations used equipment that was in-
ferior, and untrained operators, even
using powers of as low as five watts,
about that of a present CB transmitter.
Interference levels soon became intol-
erable as stations changed frequency
almost nightly seeking a channel on
which fewer stations were operating.
Stripped of his authority to assign cer-
tain channels to specific stations by a
court decision, Secretary of Commerce
Herbert Hoover helplessly watched the
interference problems grow worse
daily, and urged Congress to pass
suitable legislation to control radio
broadcasting.

The Radio Act of 1927 established the
Federal Radio Commission which im-
mediately established new technical
standards for both transmitting equip-
ment and operators, assigned the exist-
ing stations to permanent frequencies
and powers of operation. Although the
FRC's files showed nearly 1400 stations
as having been licensed, many of these
were marginal in their operation,
operating with low power on erratic
schedules. The Commission finally
decided that only about 732 of these
were operating with adequate power
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and maintaining regular broadcast
schedules that would justify their con-
tinuance. However, the FRC's new tech-
nical standards would be expensive to
meet, requiring the purchase of new
transmitting equipment in most in-
stances. Unable to finance this expense,
about 150 of these stations voluntarily
surrendered their licenses for can-
cellation, and this included most of
the nation's educational broadcast
stations. Only two survived in Oregon:
KFIF (now KBPS) licensed to Benson
Polytechnic High School in Portland,
and KOAC, licensed to Oregon Agricul-
tural College in Corvallis. In the whole
U.S., there were less than 50 edu-
cational stations left in the standard
broadcast band, a figure that steadily
dropped.

Eugene Schools Had Given
Educational Radio Careful Study

Since about 1942 the concept of an
educational radio station to be located
at the Eugene Vocational School at
Fourth and Madison had been thor-
oughly discussed. The Electronics
Department of EVS already had on its
faculty several members who held the
required FCC radio operator license,
and had previous experience in radio
broadcasting. Additionally, an aban-
doned principal's office nearby, for-
merly used by Ellis Parker when he was
principal of Geary Elementary School,
looked over an unused classroom.
Dynamic EVS Director, Lillian
VanLoan, opted to convert these two
areas into a control room and two stu-
dios before a station license was ac-

Construction of a "sound lock' at KRYM, 1-r L.L. Erdmann, Roger Hougluns, Hart Larsen.
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tually applied for.
The late Art Clough, head of the Cre-

ative Design Department, prepared
working drawings, and the late Martin
Johnson, head of the Woodworking De-
partment, with a crew of volunteer EVS
students, constructed a control room for
the yet-to-be purchased transmitter,
and one large and one small radio stu-
dio. Meanwhile, the Electronics Depart-
ment had constructed an audio control
console, and installed this, together
with a disc recorder and two playback
turntables in the control room. With
microphones set up in both studios, a
complete training lab now existed. Pro-
grams could be rehearsed, then re-
corded by the control-room technicians
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Wayne Cox operates the control console at KRVM.

for playback and subsequent evalua-
tion. This facility was in full operation
by the 1943-44 school year.

There was public support for this ven-
ture as well. The late Austin Dodds, a
School Board member, and a lumber
broker by trade, donated enough oak
flooring to completely floor the main
studio; others donated carpeting for the
small studio's floor; and one kind lady
whose name has been forgotten, sold
EVS an excellent "baby grand" piano
for $400!

Broadcasts to Eugene
Classrooms Proposed

Meanwhile, the second major objec-
tive of the proposed educational broad-



cast station had been finally "nailed
down" after countless meetings by
Eugene Public School personnel. It was
to be used for the transmission of edu-
cational and informational programs
for use in the classrooms of Eugene's
elementary and junior-high schools. The
senior high schools offered too many
scheduling problems. This would neces-
sitate the use of a public-address system
in every school building and a loud-
speaker in each classroom to relay the
FM broadcasts picked up on a FM re-
ceiver in the office. Once this decision
had been made, the Board of Education
was ready to formalize its application
to the Federal Communications Com-
mission for a new FM radio station. At
its regularly sheduled meeting of July
9, 1945, held at the City Hall, the Board
unanimously authorized Superinten-
dent Henry M. Gunn to prepare and
submit such an application. At my
recommendation Mr. Robert L. Weeks
of San Francisco was retained at a fee
of $200 to prepare the required
engineering exhibits for the ap-
plication. The total cost of all of the
transmitting equipment was estimated
at $10,000, not including labor. This
was to be provided without cost by the
staff and students of the EVS Elec-
tronics Department. This, and competi-
tive bidding, brought the final cost
down to $7500.

Superintendent Gunn, submitted the
completed "application for construction
permit" to the FCC on Dec. 18, 1945.
After several months, the Commission
requested that the engineering exhibits
submitted be "amended" by
substituting more recent topographical
maps than had been originally used by
Mr. Weeks; also that a more efficient
36

"transmission line" to carry the trans-
mitter power to the roof-top antenna be
used than the type originally specified.
This engineering amendment had the
effect of delaying FCC action on the
application, and when no affirmative
action had been taken by the Com-
mission by late March no funds for con-
struction of the new station were in-
cluded in the school district's 1946-47
budget. Meanwhile students enrolled in
Radio and Electronics classes at the
Eugene Vocational School were making
excellent use of the new control-room
and studio facilities that had been com-
pleted on the third floor of that
building.

During that school year, Henry Gunn
resigned and the board of directors of
School District #4 chose Clarence Hines
of Eugene to be the new superintendent
of schools, and Dr. Dean Lobaugh to be
the assistant superintendent. Both men
were to have a great impact on the
growth and development of KRVM:
Hines arranging for its financing, and
the setting of policies and guidelines for
the station's total operation; Lobaugh,
for developing a comprehensive series of
instructional programs for in-school

listening.
Ironically, on July 18, 1946, well into

the school district's new fiscal year, the
FCC announced that it had granted the
requested construction permit. In a
separate press release, the Commission
announced that the new station "was
the first of its kind in the Pacific North-
west, and the 13th in the entire nation."
In obvious error, it referred to the new
station as "WDWD." Call letters
starting with "W" are only for stations
East of the Mississippi. Later news re-
leases gave the call letters correctly as
KRVM.
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It was now necessary to inform the
FCC that the new station's construction
would be delayed until that expense
could be included in the 1947-48 budget.
Although the radio station was the
most controversial budget item, the
total budget carried handily, and after
July 1, 1947 equipment bids were
sought, and the construction of KRVM
was well underway by Fall Term.
Harold Singleton, chief engineer of
KGW-KEX, designed and constructed
the special FM antenna, and United
Radio Supply of Eugene supplied the
GATES FM tansmitter, the FCC-re-
quired monitors, and the audio control
console and its associated turntables.

L. L. Erdmann, who had been the Vo-
cational School's director since Lillian
VanLoan's resignation decided that the
EVS staff could hoist the 400 pound
antenna in place without the need of
calling in a contractor to do the work.
He first asked Ray Cornelius of the
Carpentry and Woodworking depart-
ment to construct a heavy, four-legged
tower base, about eight feet high, on the
flat area of the roof, some 75 feet above
the ground. Two hand winches were
then secured to the roof, and their steel
cables fastened to the cylindrical an-
tenna on the ground. With the active
assistance of all male members of the
faculty, the antenna was soon on the
roof. One more problem remained:
mounting the antenna in place on the
wooden tower. This was accomplished
by using a long 4" x 4" as a "gin pole" to
which a block-and-tackle was attached.
In just a few minutes the antenna was
swung into place and bolted down
securely. Total elapsed time: less than
two hours! (See cover photo. Ed.)
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An Organizational
Meeting Required

As soon as the copper transmission
line leading from the transmitter was
firmly connected to the antenna, actual
on-the-air testing could get underway.
An organizational meeting of the staff
and the administrators who would be
responsible for the station's operation
was held the last week of November
1947, with the following in attendance:
Clarence Hines, LeRoy Erdmann, Oscar
Johnson, Lucille Anderson, and myself.
Superintendent Hines said he had dis-
cussed the staffing assignments with
director Erdmann, and they would be
as follows: I was to be the station's
manager, but continue as head of the
EVS Electronics Department, and with
a full teaching load; Oscar Johnson
would be KRVM's chief engineer, and
continue as an instructor in Electronics
with a full teaching load; and Lucille
Anderson was to be the "School
Program Director," responsible for the
development of programs planned for
both "direct teaching" in Eugene class-
rooms and for "enrichment" of existing
classroom offerings. She was to report
to assistant superintendent of schools,
Dean Lobaugh. In final analysis, I was
responsible for all of the rest of the pro-
grams to be braodcast by the student
staffprograms of music and news
planned to provide them with the
necessary training that would lead to
employment in commercial radio sta-
tions. I felt somewhat apprehensive
about my greatly-expanded responsi-
bilities.

Hines Outlines
Station Policies

Superintendent Hines then presented



four basic gudelines which he expected
the staff of KRVM to follow in regard to
the station's operation:

It should be a part of the overall edu-
cational program of the Eugene
Schools.
Its function was primarily to supple-
ment classroom instruction in much
the same way as audio-visual aids
were being used.
Its programs should always be in
good taste, and any material that
might be questioned should not be
broadcast.
The station was not to be known as
"the Vocational School's radio
station" or that of the Eugene Public
Schools, but rather that of School
District No. 4, Lane County.
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First test broadcast of KRVM, l-r Bud Wright, Harvey Brannon, Leo Reetz.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
after consensus was reached to start
broadcasting the following week, main-
taining a daily broadcast schedule be-
tween 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. weekdays,
until the staff was sufficiently trained
to undertake a more ambitious program
schedule.

Preparations for
First Broadcast Start

Monday December 6, 1947, without
any fanfare or publicity, KRVM was on
the air for the first time! Leo Reetz read
the typed announcement that was to
precede the day's broadcasts for the
next 35 years: "You are in tune with
KRVM, in Eugene, Oregon. Operating
with a power of 400 watts on FM
channel 211, the station is licensed to
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School District Four, Lane County, and
carries on an educational and non-
commercial broadcast service."

Test Broadcast Held
At the time of this test broadcast of

music from 78 RPM shellac records,
there were possibly as many as a dozen
operable FM receivers in all of Eugene
and Springfield. Of this number, one
was in the KRVM control room, one
was in the School District offices in the
old City Hall building at 11th and Wil-
lamette, and another at my home at 931
West 11th. I called the school offices in
the City Hall, and Charlotte Parr,
Superintendent Hine's secretary
answered, "We're all listening down
hereit's coming through very clearly."
I drove home to verify receiption on
West 11th Avenue. Again, the signal
was strong and clear. Returning to the
KRVM studios I discussed with the
station staff arrangements for a formal
and publicized opening of the station
By consensus we agreed that the
opening broadcast would be at 7:30 p.m.
December 8th, with the public invited
to attend.

Crowd Overflows Main Studio
Far more invited guests and specta-

tors appeared than had been expected,
and it became necessary to open the
door on the north wall of the main
studio, and let people troop into the
Electronic Shop where a FM set
permitted them to listen to the pro-
gramming. Promptly at 7:30 p.m., Oscar
Johnson placed the transmitter on the
air, and I cued the student announcer in
the main studio to introduce the first
guest. State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Rex Putnam congratulated
the local school district and its staff for
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establishing an educational radio sta-
tion whose programs would be used to
supplement classroom instruction; O.D.
Adams, State Director of Vocational
Education, pointed out KRVM's great
potential as a training laboratory for
men and women preparing for careers
in radio broadcasting; and Lillian
VanLoan (Mrs. Wendell VanLoan), a
prime force in getting the studio and
control-room facilities completed and
the application to the FCC authorized,
expressed her satisfaction that the
efforts of so many persons for so many
years had finally produced a licensed
radio station with a great potential for
both in-school instruction and on-the-
job training.

Mayor Earl McNutt, Superintendent
Clarence Hines, and Maxine Constance,
chairman of the Board of Education
when the FCC application was original-
ly filed, all spoke briefly, and then the
formal dedication was over, and girl
trainees from Catherine Lamb's Home-
making classes served punch and
cookies to the guests.

Broadcasting Gets Underway
The training program for announcers

and broadcast technicians got under-
way the next morning, and actual pro-
gramming (recorded music and news)
started promptly at 1:00 p.m., with sign-
off at 3:00 p.m. After the beginning of
the year 1948 the first of the programs
produced by Lucille Anderson for in-
school instruction were being
broadcast, and soon it became necessary
to extend the daily broadcast schedule
into the morning hours, with sign-on at
9:00 a.m. Meanwhile, the installation of
"sound systems" in every District Four
school building was rapidly nearing



completion, each system having an
AM/FM tuner in the principal's office
and a powerful audio amplifier for
supplying KRVM programs to
loudspeakers mounted in each
classroom. A switching panel in the
office made it possible to route the
various instructional programs to the
right room, since they differed in both
subject matter and intended grade
level.

Many of the programs for in-school
listening were produced "live" in
KRVM's main studio on the third floor
of the EVS building at 4th and
Madison.

Rumblings Heard from Corvallis
The start of in-school educational

broadcasts irritated some members of
the staff of KOAC, the state's educa-
tional station in Corvallis. They felt
that School District Four was in their
service area, and that its students
should be listening to KOAC's series of
educational programsnot those of
KRVM whose very existence they
viewed as being a catastrophic mistake!
Very shortly after I began to hear these
"rumblings," I received a phone call
from the Southern Pacific Depot from
Dr. Franklin Dunham, Chief of Radio
and Television, U.S. Office of Educa-
tion. I picked him up by car and
brought him first to the KRVM studios;
then to the superintendent's office.
Meanwhile, I sought to arrange, first a
dinner reservation, then a room
reservation for Dr. Dunham at the
Eugene Hotel. I received a firm NO
from the hotel to both requests. Mrs.
Houglum and I decided to entertain Dr.
Dunham at dinner that evening; and I
called "Bill" Tugman at the Eugene
Register-Guard for help with the hotel
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reservation. Almost immediately, the
Hotel called backthey had been able
to "find" a room for Dr. Dunham.

"Frank," as he preferred to be called,
was a delightful dinner guest. A warm,
friendly man in his late fifties, he was a
marvelous raconteur, spinning one fas-
cinating story after another about the
early days of radio broadcasting. He
had once worked for NBC. Next morn-
ing I took him to the KRVM studios
where he spent the entire day con-
ferring with the staff and taking notes
on programs he had observed. As I
drove him to the Southern Pacific depot
that evening for the long trip back to
Washington D.C., Dr. Dunham con-
fided: "My report is going to say that
the administrators and staff members
that established an educational radio
station in Eugene did know what they
were doing; and KRVM is turning out
some surprisingly good programs for in-
school instruction. Also, that the
station facilities are being used very
effectively as a training lab for radio
station personnel." We shook hands, he
boarded the trainI never saw him
again.

In-School Programs Develop
Faithful Classroom Listeners

It was the responsibility of the School
Program Director to develop a schedule
of both "live" and recorded programs to
supplement and enrich the curriculum
offerings in School District Four class-
rooms. Several of the "live" studio
programs beamed to classroom listeners
developed a wide listenership in the ele-
mentary schoolsan audience that re-
mained loyal for many years. Two of
the outstanding programs of this type
were Singiing Time with Cecelia
Nelson and Art on the Air with Freda
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Cecelia Nelson's SINGING TIME with 4th grade students from Ida Patterson school,

Harshbarger, now Freda Young.
Singing Time was presented in

KRVM's main studio at several grade
levels during the week. Boys and girls
from a specific elementary school would
be bused to the main studio where they
sang enthusiastically under Cecelia
Nelson's skilled direction. Usually such
broadcasts were tape-recorded at the
time of broadcast for rebroadcast at a
later time of day, or even another
school-day. Art on the Air with Freda
Harshbarger was also presented at
several grade levels, and always
originated in the KRVM main studio.
Usually Miss Harshbarger had several
student guests with her in the studio,

and they sketched, drew, or painted
along with the students in the radio
audience. This program, too, was tape-
recorded at the time of broadcast for
subsequent scheduling and use at
different hours and other days.

Other educational programs released
by KRVM included those which had
been previously recorded on disc or tape
by some other school system or educa-
tional agency, and for which a modest
rental fee was paid. Somewhat later, we
purchased an AM/FM tuner so we could
pick up off the air and rebroadcast
selected programs from KOAC in
Corvallis. Great Moments in Oregon
History was the most popular of these.

Summer 1983
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School Program
Directors Come and Go

Although in the period 1947-1966,
station KRVM had but one station
manager, there were five full-time
directors of school programs.

When Lucille Anderson resigned at
the end of her first full school year of
program planning, James "Jimmie"
Morris, manager of KOAC, recommend-
ed Frances Glibert of his staff as a
replacement. Frances served one full
year, resigning the second year to get
married! Jimmie Morris then recom-
mended Elizabeth Patapoff of his staff.
Betty was hired, and worked at least
two years as school program director.
She finally returned to KOAC. Betty is
currently a TV program producer for
Oregon Public Broadcasting. Louise
Hagebush of Eugene then assumed the
post, and continued for several years.
When she resigned, Kenar Charkoudian
a Eugene elementary school teacher,
well known for her skills in teaching
young children, was appointed director.
Currently, Miss Charkoudian is princi-
pal of Condon Elementary School of
Eugene.

Occupational Training Program
Develops Rapidly
The original decision reached by the
Board of Education to apply for a
license for a new education broadcast
station positively stated that the new
facility was to be used as a training
laboratory for those who wished to pre-
pare themselves for careers in radio
broadcasting. The Vocational School
already had a well-equipped electronics
shop, and organized classes in electronic
equipment repair and maintenance had
been in daily operation since 1939. With

this basic program on which to build, it
became comparatively easy to expand
into the field of electronic communi-
cation and radio broadcasting. Classes
were added in such required areas as
FCC Rules and Regulations, announ-
cing skills, and the fundmentals of
radio programming and copy-writing.

When LeRoy Erdmann, EVS Direc-
tor, was offered the post of Assistant
Superintendent of Schools that elevated
W.W. "Bill" Cox from Assistant
Director to Director. I was to work
closely with Bill the rest of my tenure
as KRVM manager. As a person with a
strong commitment to occupational and
career education, Bill fully realized the
need for lots of good technical
equipment for the students to work
with, and plenty of air-time in which
they could practice their announcing
and programming skills. He also
skillfully handled the suggestions that
occasionally came from teachers and
principals that a certain student be
barred from the air permanently for
mispronouncing a name, a word, or the
title of a musical selection!

Student Programs Required
Constant Supervision

It was necessary for all radio broad-
casting students to learn the intricacies
of operating the master audio console
with its multitude of switches and con-
trols. Only then could they be permitted
to plan and actually present their own
program over the air. Such training pro-
grams for students fell into two broad
categories: programs of popular, folk, or
classical music selected from the well-
stocked record library; and news pro-
grams of international, national, and
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local news from the wire service of As-
sociated Press. This was picked up at
station KERG's main studios, then at
13th and Willamette. Local and sports
news was usually handled by re-writing
stories (with proper credit) from the
pages of the Eugene Register-Guard.
Music and news programs were fre-
quently recorded at the time of broad-
cast, and then, during playback, dis-
cussed with the student who had pre-
sented them.

Station Manager Has a
Few Bad Moments

With students at the master control
position, there was always the possi-
bility of the wrong switch being thrown
during a broadcast, the wrong intro-
duction read, or something played or
said that wasn't in good taste. Also,
mistakes in word usage and pronunci-
ation were quite frequent.

I still recall vividly the morning the
student announcer read the "intro" for
the program Great Moments in
Oregon History. Turning down his
monitor to audition records for the
following program he had neglected to
note that the tuner was set to KOIN
rather than KOAC. There was an
immediate barrage of irate telephone
calls from principals and teachers
wanting to know why KRVM was
carrying Arthur Godrey and His
Friends rather than the scheduled pro-
gram! There was no easy answer.

Other student errors, seemingly seri-
ous at the time, in retrospect seem un-
important, or even humorous. For ex-
ample, the morning that John Tasnady
started his newscast with this flash
announcement: "The whole world is
shocked and saddened this morning to

learn that early today that great Irish
playwright, George Bernard Shaw,
lapsed into a comma and died."

Certain words were frequently con-
fused by members of the student staff,
and one of these was "mediation." Quite
frequently KRVM listeners were ad-
vised that "A federal meditator had
just arrived in town, and will start
meditating the dispute between Lane
lumber workers and their employers."

Other incidents were more physical
than oralfor example the morning
that John Davidson set fire to Dick
Cross's tightly rolled teletype copy
during the 9:00 am, newscast from the
announcers' small studio. As the strip
of yellow paper started to burn quite
rapidly, Dick read faster and faster, his
voice rising almost to a scream. Finally,
realizing he couldn't keep ahead of the
flames, he threw the copy in the waste-
basket, and signalled the control
operator to go to musicalways good
practice in times of crisis!

Demand for Trained
Students Constantly Grows

Job opportunities abounded for those
with a FCC Radiotelephone First Class
operator's license and at least average
announcing and programming skills. At
the close of World War lithe entire
U.S. had just 880 stations in operation
in the standard broadcast band 1600 to
540 kHz. By 1955 the number had more
than tripledto 2700; by 1965, the
number of AM stations had passed
4,000! Of even greater importance, most
of these new AM stations were located
in comparatively small towns and their
managers were usually completely will-
ing to hire a new announcer-technician
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with limited broadcast experience. The
Oregon State Broadcasters Association,
representing most of Oregon's commer-
cial radio stations, supplied a valuable
service in providing "leads" on jobs to
our students. It maintained a liaison
office at Allen Hall on the University of
Oregon campus, first under the direc-
tion of Frank Loggan of Bend, then
under Lee Bishop of Eugene. By 1955,
one could drive old Highway 99 from
Bellingham to San Francisco and sel-
dom be out of the range of a familiar
voice.

Who Were Some
of These Students?

Bob Litten was one of the first to com-
plete his training, going to work first at
KERG (now KBDF), then became a fa-
vorite at KEED in Springfield. He also
worked vigorously to get KWAX at the
U of 0 on the air. Another student of

Bob Litten, KRVM's first student announcer to have previous
experience.

Glenn Nickell now of KVAL-TV.

the very early days was Glenn Nickell
who first applied for a job at KORE of
Eugene, then moved to Grants Pass and
station KUIN where he started in sales,
ended in management. Today he is
general manager of KVALTV, and
president-elect of the Oregon State
Broadcasters Association. Bob Fulton
of Eugene, worked briefly at KERG,
then moved to Fresno, CA, where he
had an important assignment at 50,000
watt KFRE. Leo Reetz, KRVM's first
studio engineer, went on to Roseburg to
teach technical classes to Pacific
Northwest Bell engineers, returned to
Eugene briefly as chief engineer of
KEZI-TV, finally ended up in New
York City as transmitter design
engineer for the ABC Radio Network.
Don Anderson of Eugene, a talented
pianist, became an "air personality" on
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Wendy Ra

KASH, an assignment he was to share
with Ralph Cook of Eugene who was
employed as KASH's chief engineer and
part-time "disc jockey." Ralph was later
to serve as chief engineer of 50,000 watt
KPNW during its construction; is now
on the staff of Lane Community College
as an electronic technician.

Ralph Cook now an electronic technician at LCC

After the mid-fifties, students as a
group were somewhat older, had more
work experience, and tended to con-
tinue in training at KRVM for a longer
period of time. Dale Reed of Eugene
proved to be a gifted worker in both the
programming and engineering fields.
Soon he was working full-time at
station KUGN as an announcer and
engineer, a post he has held almost
continuously to the present. You'll
recognize Dale as "Uncle Fuzzy" of The
Morning Show on KUGN. With him is
his former classmate, Wendy Ray.
When Wendy entered training at
KRVM he confided to me that he
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Dale Reed, known as "Uncle Fuzzy

wanted "to learn how to spin records,
tell jokes on the air, and be a sports-
caster." Upon completion of his train-
ing, Wendy worked briefly for KASH of
Eugene, KOMB (now KNND) of Cottage
Grove, KERG (now KBDF) of Eugene,
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where he was news director, and fi-
nally, when the opportunity suddenly
arose, moved to KUGN "to become a
one-man news department."

Dick Cross, whose family is from the
Oakridge and Westfir area, proved to be
a "natural" on-the-air personality,
easily winning a good job at KERG and
later at KUGN. Encouraged by friends,
Dick left for the Seattle area, and was
fortunate to win several well-paying
jobs on the largest stations in Seattle-
Tacoma, developing a large following of

Dick Cross at KERG studio, 13th & Willamette.

listeners. He's still there today,
according to recent visitors.

The last member of this "senior"
group was Russ Doran who came to
class on his first day, still dressed in his
Navy uniform. Russ certainly had a
natural "flair" for programming and
engineering, and soon was employed at
KUGN as both an announcer and en-
gineer. After many years he resigned to
be program director at KPNW, but
eventually he returned to Obie Commu-
nications and KUGN; and this time
Obie sent him to Wailuku, island of
Maui, as manager of KUGN's new af-
filiated radio station there, KMVI.

Jerry Hanson of Eugene also belongs
to this same time period. In training at
KRVM for nearly two years, he soon
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Russ Doran, at KIJGN for many years, now in Hawaii at KMVI.

found a job to his liking at KDAC, Fort
Bragg, CA, where he finally became
manager. Currently, he is vice-
president and general manager of 5,000
watt KFIV in Modesto, CA. Also there
was John Jelley of Eugene who always
preferred to live on the Oregon Coast.
After completing his training at
KRVM, he was employed for many
years as an "air personality" on such
stations as KWRO, Coquille, and
KBCH, Lincoln City.
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The final group of students were all
considerably younger. Tom Worden
showed a good aptitude in both
programming and engineering. In 1970,
he founded Roseburg's first FM station,
KRSB, and quite recently purchased
KYES of the same city. He owns and
manages both stations. Tom Doggett,
strongly interested in instructional
programming for schools, as I recall,
worked briefly at KOAC in Corvallis,
and then moved on to Oregon Public
Broadcasting. Gordon Scott of Eugene,
primarily interested in such forms of
popular music as "rock," worked briefly
at KUGN; then joined the production
staff of KOIN-TV.

The author apologizes for omitting
the names of many students on which
he does not have current information;
also for any errors that might have been
made.
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Women Welcome in
Broadcast Training Program

Although women were welcome to en-
roll in the broadcast training program
at KRVM, they were encouraged to
take additional courses in the Business
Training department in such skills as
typing and bookkeeping. The reasons
for this action were obvious: during this
particular "time frame," station
managers definitely preferred to hear
male voices announcing their programs
and reading their "commercials"; yet a
woman who understod the fundamen-
tals of radio programming and of
preparing program "logs" in advance,
had a good chance of radio station em-

ployment, particularly if she typed ac-

curately and rapidly, and could take
dictation.

Lowell Slick (left), Jerry Hanson (center), student at right identified.



KRVM First of Three Educational
Stations in Lane County

At the time of its initial broadcast,
Dec. 8, 1947, KRVM set a record for a
number of "firsts": it was the nation's
first educational FM broadcast station
to be licensed in a city of less than
100,000 population, it was Oregon's first
"up-state" FM station, and it was the
first such station to operate in the
Pacific Northwest. (Also it was
Eugene's fourth radio station. There
are now seventeen! Unquestionably,
KRVM's success as an educational
station stimulated interest in establish-
ing other educational radio stations in
Lane County.

During the summer of 1948, Dr. Glenn
Starlin of the Speech Department at the
University of Oregon asked me to meet
with him and Bob Litten to explore the
possibilities of the University establish-
ing a new educational radio station,
both for student training and for com-
municating with the general public.
After several experiments with a low-
power "carrier-current" transmitter I
built for the purpose, broadcasting over
the 110 volt power lines, we agreed that
this was the wrong approach, and that
an application to the FCC for a 10 watt
educational FM broadcast station
should be filed. I offered to complete the
engineering sections of the FCC applica-
tion if the others would undertake the
programming and legal sections. Soon
the application was ready, and
submitted. The FCC quickly approved
it, and I believe the station was
constructed by Dr. Ellwood Kretsinger
who was later to be its chief engineer.
Both studios and control room were on
the third floor of Villard Hall.

I was invited to the first test trans-
mission that took place during one
evening in 1949. Only four or five
persons were present: Glenn Starlin,
Bob Litten, myself, and I believe "Kret"
Kretsinger. There was an official sign-
on announcement, and then some re-
corded music while a telephone "spot-
check" was made of campus living
organizations to determine if the sta-
tion coverage was satisfactory. Satisfied
that it was, the official sign-off was
read, and the transmitter turned off. I
have no recollection of the formal sign-
on ceremonies that must have followed
later.

KLCC a Comparative Newcomer
When I joined Lane Community

College in 1965 as head of the
Electronics Department, School
District 4 insisted that I continue to
serve as manager of KRVM at least one
school year on a part-time basis until a
new station manager could be located.
Meanwhile, at LCC, President Dale
Parnell mapped out my work for the
first year: Priority 1. was to organize
the Electronics Department and get
classes underway. Priority 2. was to
apply to the FCC for a construction per-
mit for a new educational FM broadcast
station of 250 watts power to be located
on the same site as KRVM, and to share
KRVM's antenna tower. I was to re-
quest the call letters KLCC. I completed
the entire application form without
outside help this time, and submitted it
to the FCC in August of 1966. The day
after Christmas that year, Dr. Parnell
received a telegram from the FCC
saying the station had been authorized,
and that the call letters KPNW had
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been assigned! Construction of the new
station on the KRVM site was then
speeded up, and on Feb. 17, 1967, my
55th birthday, KPNW went on the air
for the first time from the former
Eugene Technical-Vocational School
building at 200 N. Monroe Street. The
College had taken over all of ETVS'
training program in 1965.

For the remainder of the 1966-67
school year, LCC's new radio station
broadcast programs of music, news, and
sports under the call-letters of KPNW.
However, President Parnell was deter-
mined to obtain and use the call-letters
KLCC, but they had already been
issued by the FCC. KPIR of this city
urgently wanted the call KPNW for
their new 50,000 watt clear-channel
station under construction north of
Creswell, and offered to make a "deal."
In this involved transaction, they would
assume all of the legal expense of ob-
taining the call letters KLCC in ex-
change for the College's release of
KPNW to their station. It was found
that KLCC had originally been issued
to a steam cargo ship of "Iron Curtain"
registry, currently mothballed in a
Southern port. By the start of broad-
casting in the Fall term of 1967, LCC's
FM radio station was known as KLCC,
and KPIR's new super-power station as
KPNW.

When LCC moved to its new campus
on E. 30th Ave. in 1968, the transmitter
and antenna were moved to the KFMY
location on Blanton Heights, and linked
to the campus studios by leased
telephone wires; somewhat later by a
microwave system.

In the year 1983, all three of Eugene's
educational broadcast stations are still
in operation, their operating power and

technical facilities considerably up-
graded by grants from National Public
Radio, an agency of the Corporation of
Public Broadcating. Their program-
ming "thrust" has also changed
considerably through the years. KRVM
no longer broadcasts educational
programs to the schools for in-classroom
instruction. Instead it focuses on the
training of high school students for
careers in radio broadcasting, and also
produces many programs for the
general public. KWAX, on the other
hand, concentrates in presenting
programs of classical music to a
relatively sophisticated public
audience; while KLCC has largely
moved away from its original objective
of training students for varied careers
in radio broadcasting, to one quite
similar to that of KWAXthat of
reaching as large a public audience as
possible with programs of news and
musicespecially jazz.

All three stations have had a pro-
found effect on the listening habits of
local listeners, at times attracting
larger audiences than some of the 14
commercial radio stations with which
they compete in the Eugene-Springfield
area. It is important to recognize that it
was the pivotal decision of the Board of
Education of School District Four, Lane
County, on July 9th, 1945, to press
ahead with the application to the FCC
for a new station, that was to give rise
to both KRVM and KLCC, and possibly
speeded the construction and operation
of KWAX.

Note:
For those readers with a more exten-

sive interest in radio broadcasting in
this area, see Early Day Broadcasting
in Lane County. LCH Vol. XIX, No. 1.
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MIGRATION OF THE WO OLE V FAMILY
FROM TUMOLO TO THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY

IN JUNE 1913 - 70 YEARS A GO
by Chloie B. Wooley Garcia

We first reached a camp near Sisters
of several wagons, families and children
who were planning on going over
Cascade Summit to the Willamette
Valley. Scouts from the group had made
a survey of the roads over the summit
and found too many snow banks. Their
men had gone ahead several days to cut
a road through them. My sixteen-year-
old brother joined them for several days
on the opening project.

A young couple with a light rig came
along and after interviewing my father
they decided to make a try for it next
day. We went too and soon encountered
the snow where the cuts were made.
Brother Glen, ahead on a pony,
returned to tell us the drifts were worse
and advised my father not to go on. The
two rigs couldn't be discouraged but
kept urging on.

The day was a trying one with a light
rain falling all day. Mother and I and
Father all walked as the rig was too
rough to ride in. As late afternoon wore
on we stopped for a bite to eat. Father
lit a fire by a big tree to warm us while
we ate.

Then more snow obstacles came along
till we were getting pretty discouraged.
Then our route became more level or
downgrade. We found a semblance of a
road. It was still raining and Mother
and I were able to ride although we
were soaked to the skin.

Dead Horse Hill was a long one and
we were surprised as we turned the last
bend to see a large surveyors' camp tent
and a large bonfire going. Young men

came out to greet us. It was dark, about
9:00 p.m. They couldn't imagine anyone
driving down over the summit this late
and with women along. We were being
warmed a bit when daughter fainted
away. She was soon revived and we
were all fed in the big kitchen tent.
Blankets were brought and beds made
down in their tents for us. They gave us
breakfast again in the morning. Such
hospitality we would never forget.

Next morning the rain had subsided
and the hills were beautiful with the
patches of fog hanging on. We felt we
had reached a paradise when Father
drew to one side and picked a branch of
flowers for us. We truly had been in the
good Lord's care.

After four camp nights we reached
Springfield on June 28, 1913. P. A.
WOOLEY 52 years old at the time of
the trip. His wife 44, Chloie 19 and Glen
16.

P. A. and Ida Wooley, courtesy Chloie Garcia.
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CHEESE FACTOR VAT VA UGHN
by Lois Barton

Stephens farmhouse, with S S. Stephens by the door, Church Stephens to his right and Lucy with the bicycle.

On March 23, 1983, I accompanied
Carl and Bertha Toll to visit Clair and
lola Stephens who live on the old
Stephens ranch on the Crow-Vaughn
road. After our visit there I phoned a
cousin, Leslie Stephens, who lives in
Eugene, for more details. The Tolls had
known about a former cheese factory at
this place. Pictures were obtained from
another cousin, Lela Cook, who lives on
Hale Road near Noti.

Sydney Sylvester Stephens was born
in New York state May 2, 1836, the son
of Benjamin Stephens and grandson of
Elijah Stephens. In August, 1855, he
came west to Osceola, Stark County,
Illinois. After a brief period on a survey
Summer 1983

crew in Minnesota he married Mary J.
Sturtevant May 26, 1857.

In January, 1865, Mr. Stephens and
family left Illinois for Oregon traveling
by boat. After crossing the Isthmus of
Panama they came up the coast and
then up the river to Corvallis. The
Stephens bought land in the Noti valley
in 1867-69. Their ranch was spread
along the valley for about three miles
according to grandson, Leslie, who was
born in 1897 and remembers just a bit
about the cheese-making business. He
thought it was closed out in 1901. His
grandfather died in 1902.

The Stephens had six boys and three
girls. Three sons and one daughter died
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of a severe form of typhoid in 1893. The
boys who died were Monroe, Hosea and
Sylvester. Those who survived were
Joseph, Leslie's father, Clark and
Church, Clair's father. The two girls
who survived were Lucy Winthrow,
Lela's mother, and Loretta McCutchen.

Leslie described the cheese vats. They
were about four feet wide, twelve long
and two and one-half deep. They were
double, one inside the other. Water
circulated inside the outer tank to
control the temperature of the milk in
the inner vat. That water could be
warm or cold as determined by the
cheesemakers, two of whom were hired
summer and winter to make the cheese.
Rennet was used to curdle the milk and
it was cut with a cheese knife, a square
frame with a handle which had knives
criss-crossed so that it cut the curd into
squares.

They milked at least ninety head of
cattle. The original stock had been im-
ported from Hawaii, a smallish Red
Durham-like breed that ran 800 to 900
pounds in size. Stephens' stock was
second generation animals bred up with
Shorthorn bulls.

According to Clair, they milked the
cows in a corral. He didn't think there
was a milking barn. Leslie remembered
a feed rack where the animals ate while
they milked during the summer
months, right out in the open. Clair
quoted his father who said they would
milk during a rainstorm wearing
slickers and about as much water as
milk would sometimes get into the
bucket. Leslie thought there was some
kind of barn where they milked in bad
weather.

Twice each day the milk filled two
large vats described above. After it was

Sylvester and Mary Jane Sturdevant Stephens and daughter
Lucy, ca 1880.

set and cut they scooped it into cheese-
cloth-lined hoops, put a pad on top and
squeezed the whey out with a press
which looked like a big jackscrew
upside down. The whey was fed to hogs.
Some were tame hogs, but the neighbor-
hood abounded in "wild" hogs which
didn't belong to anybody in particular,
but just ran loose. Leslie said, "When
grandfather died they rounded up
about 200 head and hauled them to
Irving to ship to market. Could put 20
head, a few more or less depending on
their size, in each wagon load."

The cheese was made in various sized
bricks or wheels ranging from five to
fifty pounds in size. Clair remembered
that his father used to take a wagonload
of cheese to Florence to sell. When the
load was disposed of he could load up
with salmon and sell that to folks along
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the road home so that he was usually
sold out by the time he got there. Price
of salmon in those days was five cents a
pound. Leslie's father peddled cheese all
over Lane, Linn and Benton counties.
Much of it was shipped to Portland by
steamer from Eugene and down the
coast to San Francisco. Eugene mer-
chants would buy their cheese from the
Portland warehouses but eventually
learned that it was made here and they
could save the freight charges.

As the cheese cured, it was kept in the
cheese storage building which was 24 by
40 feet with racks from floor to ceiling
along the sides. Those cheeses had to be
turned every day, sometimes every
other day. They were working with the
cheese all the time. The farmhouse
burned and Clair and lola lived in the
remodeled cheese house.

In 1893 Mary Stephens passed away
and her husband went to Iowa to settle
her estate. The following letter,
addressed to Lucy, gives some report of
his visit and some instructions about
disposing of cheese.

Dallas Center, Iowa
Oct. 13th '93

Dear Children
I shall now try to write you a few

lines to let you know how I am
getting along. I am a considerable
better than I was when I started I
have been to the Worlds fair was
there four days saw lots to much to
write it down I am here at Darlings
and my oldest Brother is here from
New York he got here at night after
I got here in the morning. We shall
go to Aberts in the morning don't
know how long I shall stay he wants
me to go with him up to (illegible) up
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Varneys store in Crow where Stephens got their mail once a
week. Sign over porch roof reads: C.H. VARNEY RETAILS
GROCERIES AT WHOLESALE PRICES. Sign at side of
building, top line: C.H. VARNEY The LEADER IN LOW
PRICES, bottom line: HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR
COUNTRY PRODUCE. Note mail drop under the window to
right of entrance.

in Minesota guess I shall try and
dispose of a many of those Cheese as
you can If John wants to quit
making all right dry up some of the
cows and make Butter I wanted to
get back so as to take a load of
cheese over to Prineville but I don't
think I can If the weather is
favorable and Josy thinks he can
make it he can go as soon as he gits
this letter over with a load sell them
or leave the load with some good
man to sell all I ask is for you all to
do the best you can I didn't git any
money of Father Sturtevant he is as
tight as ever the folks are as well
here as I expected to find them and
the weather is quite good Hoping
that these few lines willfind you all
well I still remain you well wisher

from your father
S S Stephens
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