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BANKS OF LANE COUNTY
by Harold L. Edmunds

The early pioneers of Lane
County managed their affairs with-
out banks till 1882. The popula-
tion of the county at that time was
near ten thousand. (In 1880 the
population according to the official
census was 9376.)

In those early days gold and sil-
ver were the favored mediums of
exchange, although paper money
was in circulation and of staple
value. The hard money was more
popular; for one thing it withstood
exposure to weather, also the value
of gold and silver coins could be
more easily determined by those
unable to read, and also the sus-
picion of paper money dating back
to Civil War days was still in some
minds.

Before banks were established in
pioneer areas those who had money
naturally kept it secreted in unlike-
ly places, under mattresses, hidden
in cupboards, etc, and for carrying
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money various methods were used;
pokes (money bags), money belts,
and other methods. Money was left
with merchants and saloon keepers
for safe keeping, and because of
that practice many of the early
day business men became bankers
as a natural trend. A perfect ex-
ample of this was the mercantile
business of Eakin & Bristow in Cot-
tage Grove where a bank was es-
tablished in their store.

The first bank in Lane County
was Hovey, Humphrey & Co., es-
tablished in Eugene in January, 18-
82 and operated later as the Bank
of Lane County. According to Wall-
ing's History of Lane County the
members of this private banking
firm were H. C. Humphrey, A. G.
Hovey and W. T. Feet.

About two years later another
bank was established in Eugene,
the Hendricks and Eakin Bank, op-
ened in December, 1883 by the pi-



oneer bankers T. G. Hendricks and
S. B. Eakin, who nationalized the
bank in 1886 as The First National
Bank of Eugene. Then in 1887 a
new bank was established in Eu-
gene under the name of Bank of
Oregon, by J. B. Harris, F. W. Os-
burn and others. This bank was la-
ter to become the Eugene Loan &
Savings Bank.

In 1904 the Chambers & Bristow
Bank was established by F. L.
Chambers, and Darwin Bristow
who in 1908 transferred their bank-
ing interests to the First National
Bank of Eugene and became direc-
tors of that bank.

In 1907 the Merchants Bank of
Eugene was organized by Frank
N. McAlister, L. H. Potter and S.
S. Spencer. The Merchants Bank
was nationalized in 1913 - under
the name of United States Nation-
al Bank of Eugene.

Eugene, the county seat, has
been the banking center through
the years. In 1911 the Bank of
Commerce of Eugene was estab-

Hovey, Humphrey & Co. were
in business about 22 years. The lo-
cation of the bank was the north-
west corner of Willamette Street
and 8th Ave. The banking house
was a 3-story building with a step
leading from the street to the
banking floor. It was an ornate
building of those times. The bank
became financially involved in 19-
04 and was succeeded by the Cham-
bers & Bristow Bank, and operated
at the same location. The Cham-
bers & Bristow Bank was in turn
absorbed by the First National
Bank of Eugene in 1908 after four
years operation, and at that time
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Mr. Chambers and Mr. Bristow
joined the First National Bank as
directors.

The Hendricks & Eakin Bank,
the second pioneer bank, was es-
tablished as a partnership bypom-
inent citizens T. G. Hendricks and
S. B. Eakin. Mr. Hendricks came
to Eugene as a young man in 1848,
age 10 years. He clerked in the E.

Bristow store and later became
a partner, then in 1874 became the
owner upon the death of Mr. Bris-
tow. Mr. Eakin, the other founder,
came to Eugene in the early 1860s
and was active in commercial en-
terprises and politics. The bank op-
erated as the private bank of Hen-
dricks and Eakin until it was na-
tionalized in 1886 as The First Na-
tional Bank of Eugene.

Upon organization of the nation-
al bank Mr. Hendricks became
president and Mr. Eakin vice-pres-
ident and cashier. Those positions
were held by the two men till they
passed away, Mr. Eakin in 1912
and Mr. Hendricks in 1917. The
first board of directors were Mr.
Hendricks, Mr. Eakin, W. R. Mac-
Cornack, G. R. Chrisman and J.

Hendricks. After four years op-
eration the total resources of the
bank were just above two hundred
thousand dollars. The original lo-
cation of the bank was the west
side of Willamette Street between
8th Ave. & Broadway, near the
center of the block. In 1898 the old
Hendricks, or "Bristow's corner"
building was remodeled for the
bank at the northwest corner of
Willamette & Broadway, where the
bank operated over fifty years un-
der its national charter and until
its conversion to a branch bank.

One of the first employees of the
First National Bank of Eugene was
P. E. Snodgrass. He was clerk, jan-
itor and general helper, to begin

lished by H. B. Currie, E. Koppe
and others. In recent years the Cit.
izens Bank of Eugene was organ-
ized by Spencer R. Collins, Sam
Saari and others.



with and it is said one of his early
duties was milking Mr. Hendricks'
cow. After 31 years service and
advancement in the bank Mr.
Snodgrass became president, in
1917, upon the death of Mr. Hen-
dricks. Mr. Snodgrass retired in
1928 after 42 years continuous ser-
vice.

The bank through the years was
guided by five presidents; T. G.
Hendricks, P. E. Snodgrass, A. A.
Rogers, Richard Shore Smith and
L. S. McCready. The third presi-
dent, Arthur A. Rogers, joined the
bank in 1917, and in 1929 was ad-
vanced from cashier to president.
He was replaced by Mr. Smith in
1931. Mr. Rogers after leaving the
bank was for a time with the Fed-
eral Land Bank of Spokane, then
or many years he was Oregon Su-
erintendent of State Banks.
Fourth president, Richard Shore

Smith, was an active lawyer. He
became a director in 1918 and
joined the bank as active president
in 1931. When a young man Mr.
Smith was an outstanding football
star, later a successful coach, and
throughout his adult life he spon-
sored athletics. Many a famous ath-
lete at the University of Oregon
was assisted by Dick Smith. He
helped athletes obtain jobs, loaned
them money, etc. When he became
president of the bank in 1931 he
adopted a policy of conservatism
and as a consequence the bank
weathered the great depression in
excellent condition. The early 19-
30s were also the years of the at-
tempt by Corvallis, Albany, and
other interests to merge the Uni-
versity with the State College and
move the University to Corvallis.
Mr. Smith was one of the leaders
in the fight to retain the Univers-
ity in Eugene. The struggle culmin-
ated in a statewide vote under the
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Zorn-McPherson bill, and as all
should know, the scheme was de-
feated by an overwhelming margin.

Fifth and last president of the
First National Bank was Lynn S.
McCready, who was elected to that
office in 1945 when Mr. Smith re-
tired upon sale of the bank to the
Transamerica holding company.
Mr. McCready joined the bank as
a full time employee in 1921. Previ-
ously he had worked in the bank
part time while a student at the
University of Oregon, both before
and after his military service in the
first world war. After becoming a
full time employee he served as as-
sistant cashier, cashier and vice-
president, then as president till
1954 when the bank was converted
to a branch of the state-wide First
National Bank of Oregon. Since the
conversion in 1954 Mr. McCready
has managed the bank as branch
manager, and vice-president of the
parent bank.

At the time of the thirtieth anni-
versary of the bank in 1913 the di-
rectors of the bank were T. G. Hen-
dricks, F. L. Chambers, P. E. Snod-
grass, G. R. Chrisman, Darwin
Bristow, Ray Goodrich and Luke
L. Goodrich. G. R. Chrisman was a
prominent early Eugene business
man with extensive property in-
terests.

Darwin Bristow was for many
years vice-president of the bank.
He was with the First National
Bank of Cottage Grove before com-
ing to Eugene, then he was one of
the founders of the Chambers and
Bristow Bank that in 1908 was ab-
sorbed by the First National Bank
of Eugene. Mr. Bristow retired in
1944 owing to poor health.

Ray and Luke Goodrich were
brothers. Luke joined the bank in
1901 as clerk and messenger. In
1907 he became assistant cashier.



cers; Darwin Bristow, chairman:
Richard Shore Smith, president;
Darwin Bristow and W. T. Gordon,
vice-presidents; 0. A. Houglum,
cashier; assistant cashiers were, L.
J. Temple, L. S. McCready, L. W.
Rowling, FL C. Merrill and W. L.

National Bank of Oregon. Mr. Mc-
Cready has retired (Oct. 1960) and
has been succeeded by Mervin 0.
Dali as manager. Mr. DahI joined
the bank in 1937. Before that he

and was elected cashier in 1912. He
left the bank in 1922 to accept a
bank position in Anglo - London -
Paris National Bank of San Fran-
cisco, California. Ray Goodrich
joined the bank in 1905 and at the
time of his death in 1917 he was
vice-president of the bank.

Olaf A. Houglum joined the bank
in 1911 as bookkeeper. He was ad-
vanced to assistant cashier in 1917,
to cashier in 1929, and vice-presi-
dent in 1937. He became chairman
of the board in 1945 at the time of
the sale of the bank to Transamer-
ica. Mr. Houghium retired from ac-
tive duty in the bank in 1950, but
continued as chairman of the board
till the bank was converted to a
branch of the Portland First Na-
tional in 1954.

W. T. Gordon, who for many
years was vice-president of the
bank, was previously a funeral di-
rector in Eugene. He retired in 19-
44 because of failing health.

Upon the occasion of the bank's
fiftieth aniversary in 1933, the di-
rectors were E. R. Bryson, A. H.
Buck, F. L. Chambers, W. T. Gor-
don, Chas. A. Hardy, 0. A. Houg-
lum, J. H. Koke, Richard Shore
Smith and Darwin Bristow. Offi-

Valentine. R. W. Kimberling was
trust officer.

The bank is now operating as the
Eugene Main Branch of the First
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had been a banker and bank exam-
iner in South Dakota. Under Mr.
Dahi as manager will be assistant
manager Walter H. Banks, Asst.
Vice-Presidents Virgil Cameron,
David Williams, Eldon Woodin,
Jack Heflin.

Total deposits of the branch at
this time are over 50 million dol-
lars. 160 men and women are em-
ployed by the Eugene Main Branch,
formerly the First National Bank
of Eugene.

Another of Eugene's early banks
was the Eugene Loan & Savings
Bank, that began its career under
the name of Bank of Oregon. The
Bank of Oregon was established as
a new institution in "Eugene City"
Sept. 13, 1887. The original incor-
porators and first board of direc-
tors were: J. B. Harris, F. B. Dunn,
F. W. Osburn, J. C. Church and S.
M. Yoran. President was J. B. Har-
ris, vice-president S. M. Yoran,
cashier W. T. Peck. Authorized
capital $100,000.00 paid in capital
$25,000.00. The Bank of Oregon be-
gan business in the "Dunn Build-
ing" on Willamette Street between
8th and Broadway. By September

4, 1888 the bank's resources had
grown to $62,885.00.

The Bank of Oregon was con-
verted into a national bank the fol-
lowing year, 1889, under the name
Eugene National Bank. The best
date I have for the conversion is
Feb. 15, 1889. At that time two
additional directors were added:
Charles Lauer and Rodney Smith.
Charles Lauer became president of
the bank in 1890.

Minutes show F. W. Osburn who
was one of the original incorpora-
tors of Bank of Oregon and a dir-
ector of that bank and also a dir-
ector of Eugene National Bank,
was at the beginning of 1891 em-
ployecl as bookkeeper at $40.00 per



month. Then Mr. Osburn became
cashier Feb. 1, 1892 upon the res-
ignation of Mr. Peck. Mr. Osburn's
salary as cashier to begin with was
$75.00 per month. At that time
Darwin Yoran was employed as
bookkeeper.

The Eugene National Bank gave
up its national charter and changed
back to a State bank Jan. 2, 1893
under the name of Eugene Loan &
Savings Bank.

The newly named and reorgan-
ized Eugene Loan & Savings Bank
began with J. C. Church as presi-
dent and F. W. Osburn cashier. Mr.
Church left the bank in January,
1896 and W. E. Brown became
president. Dr. D. A. Paine replaced
W. E. Brown as president at the
beginning of 1900. The bank's op-
erations were profitable and regu-
lar dividents were paid. The min-
utes show 5% quarterly dividends
at this time. Alex Martin, Jr. re-
placed Mr. Osburn as cashier Jan.
1, 1913. The bank had been in busi-
ness 25 years and Mr. Osburn had
been with the institution the full
25 years.

In 1915 the Eugene Loan & Sav-
ings Bank became affiliated with
the United States National Bank of
Eugene. From that time on the his-
tory of the two banks is much the
same. Therefore I will now review
the history of the United States
National of Eugene up to 1915. The
bank was originally established as
the Merchants Bank of Eugene, in
1907.

The Merchants Bank was organ-
ized as a new institution in 1907 by
three former employees of the
First National Bank; Frank N. Mc-
Alister, L. H. Potter and S. S. Spen-
cer. Officers of the new bank were,
S. S. Spencer, president, L. H. Pot-
ter, vice-president, F. N. McAlister,
cashier. The first board of direct-
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ors; L. H. Potter, F. N. McAlister,
Fred Fisk, Lawrence T. Harris, M.
F. Griggs, Al Hampton, and E. U.
Lee. Fred Fisk and E. U. Lee were
Lane County sheriff and county
clerk, respectively. Well known
community leaders among the
stockholders were Frank L. Armi-
tage, Will H. Hodes, Darwin Yoran,
Frank J. Berger, B. B. McKinney
and C. S. Frank. The bank's loca-
tion was at the Northeast corner of
the intersection of Willamette
Street and 7th Ave. Harry H.
Hobbs, previously an employee of
the First National Bank joined the
Merchants Bank in 1909. Will R.
Robertson joined the bank in 1910.
At that time Mr. Potter was presi-
dent, Mr. McAlister, vice-president
and Fred Fisk cashier. Mr. Spencer
had retired because of poor health.

The Merchants Bank operated
about 5 years till February, 1913
when it was converted into a na-
tional bank under the name of Un-
ited States National Bank of Eu-
gene. The new national bank took
over the business of the Merchants
Bank and continued at the same
location.

Early in 1915 the officers of the
U. S. National Bank and Eugene
Loan & Savings Bank that was op-
erating at 8th and Willamette
Streets, arranged for the two banks
to become affiliated. This was ac-
complished by an exchange of
stock whereby all stockholders of
both banks became stockholders
of the two banks proportionately
as they had previously owned stock
in the separate banks.

The U. S. National Bank then
moved into the quarters of the
Loan and Savings Bank (S.E. Cor.
of) Willamette & 8th. Both banks
occupied the same banking room,
one a state bank and one a nation-
al bank. That arrangement was not



Mr. Martin was replaced as cashier
of the Loan & Savings Bank in
January, 1917 by E. D. Paine who
in turn was replaced by Will R.
Robertson as cashier in October of
the same year. Mr. McAlister con-

unusual at the time. Many national
banks during that period operated
with a state bank affiliate for the
benefits of more liberal State laws
concerning loans.

At the time of the affiliation of
the two banks W. W. Calkins was a
director of the U. S. National Bank.
Mr. Calkins was a lawyer, a prom-
inent busines and civic leader and a
fine public speaker. In January,
1916 Mr. Calkins became president
of the two affiliated banks. Novem-
ber, 1915 the U. S. National's assets
were $862,189.00. December 14, the
following year total assets had in-
creased to $1,495,940.00 reflecting
the advantages of location and the
affiliation of the two banks, and
presumably the guidance by Mr.
Calkins as president, of the two in-
stitutions.

At the time of the affiliation of
the two banks in 1915 Alex Martin,
Jr. was cashier of the Loan & Sav-
ings Bank and F. N. McAlister
cashier of the U. S. National. Mr.
Martin was replaced as cashier of
the Loan & Savings Bank in Janu-
ary, 1917 by E. D. Paine who in
turn was replaced by Will R. Rob-
ertson as cashier in October of the
same year. Mr. McAlister contin-
ued as cashier of the U.S. National.

tinued as cashier of the U.S. Na-
tional, with Mr. Robertson and Mr.
Hobbs assistant cashiers of that
bank.

The two banks operated with in-
termingled officers and directors
from 1915 on. January 13, 1922
David Auld became a vice-presi-
dent, and Frank Jenkins became a24

director of both banks in January,
1925. Mr. Jenkins was the publisher
of the Eugene Morning Register,
one of Eugene's two daily papers
at that time. He continued as a di-
rector til late 1926 when he re-
signed. Powell Plant joined the U.S.
National Bank as cashier April 1,
1926, and became cashier of the
Loan & Savings Bank at the begin-
ning of 1927, continuing as cashier
of both institutions. Mr. Robertson
had resigned in 1924 to engage in
other business. Clarence Lombard
who had joined the U.S. National
Bank in 1922 became assistant
cashier at the beginning of 1926.

Late in 1928 control of the two
affiliated banks was acquired by a
bank holding company, Pacific
Bancorporation, with headquarters
in Portland, Oregon. Management
of the two banks was taken over by
representatives of the holding com-
pany; Charles Hall became presi-
dent of the two banks, G. Spencer
Hinsdale executive vice-president,
and H. L. Edmunds, cashier. Mr.
Calkins became chairman of the
board, Mr. Plant and Mr. McAlis-
ter, vice-presidents, Mr. Auld re-
signed. Then owing to a change in
the affairs of the holding company
in late 1929 Mr. Hall resigned. Law-
rence T. Harris, attorney for the
banks took Mr. Hall's place on the
board. In January, 1930 Judge
Harris became chairman of the
board, replacing Mr. Calkins, Mr.
Edmunds became president, Mr.
McAlister, vice-president and Mr.
Lombard cashier of both banks..
Mr. Hinsdale removed to Portland
at that time to take the presidency
of the American National Bank of
Portland that was also owned by
the holding company. Mr. Plant re-
signed in August, 1930 and became
a national bank examiner. Julius
L. Meier, Governor of Oregon, was



elected a director of the two banks,
replacing Mr. Plant.

October 24, 1931 the two banks
were consolidated by transfer of
the Loan and Savings Bank's busi-
ness to the U.S. National. This
legal consolidation of the two banks
ended the career of the Eugene
Loan & Savings Bank. That bank
and the preceeding Bank of Oregon
and Eugene National Bank had
been in business more than 43
years.

At the time of the consolidation
of the two banks, the great depres-
sion of the early 1930 was getting
under way, and on March 6, 1933
the banks of the country were
closed by executive order of the
President of the United States, to
prevent further withdrawals of de-
posits and for re-organization of
solvent banks. Along with other
solvent banks the U.S. National of
Eugene was licensed to reopen
March 15, 1933.

The bank continued under the
same management till June 15, 19-
35 when its business was purchased
by the Portland U. S. National
Bank. The bank then became a
branch of the state-wide system of
the Portland bank.

The bank has continued as a
branch of the Portland bank at the
same location till the present time
and is now in the process of build-
ing an elegant new bank building
at S.E. corner of Willamette and
8th Ave. Whereas the Bank of
Oregon, the initial predecessor, 71
years ago, accumulated sixty-two
thousand of assets during its first
year; the present bank is one unit
of an institution with over eight
hundred million of assets. The Eu-
gene branch has assets of over $27,-
000,000.00 and employs 60 men and
women. Officers of the Eugene
Branch of the U.S. National of
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Portland at this time are Wm. A.
Huggins, vice-president and mana-
ger, C. E. Lombard, Chas. L. Gilli-
lan, assistant vice-presidents.

Worthy of mention are individ-
uals now living in Eugene who for-
merly served the bank and through
its facilities rendered bank service
to the community. Harry H. Hobbs
who joined the Merchants Bank in
1909 is now living in Eugene in re-
tirement. Likewise Will R. Robert-
son lives in Eugene in partial re-
tirement. Of the early stockhold-
ers, Frank L. Armitage and Will
H. Hodes reside in Eugene. Clar-
ence L. Lombard who joined the
bank as a young man in 1922 is still
with the Eugene branch, in his 38th
year of bank service.

The Bank of Commerce of Eu-
gene was opened for business Aug.
11, 1911. The first president of the
bank was H. B. Currie, vice-presi-
dent, E. Koppe, cashier E. B. Car-
hart. The first board of directors;
H. B. Currie, E. Koppe, E. B. Car-
hart, C. C. Hammond, L. Mickel-
son, J. L. Page, S. S. Bailey, Max
Skibbe and S. P. Ness.

The following year, 1912, C. D.
Roher became vice-president and
B. B. Brundage cashier. Then in
1915 Mr. Roher became president.
Mr. Brundage continued as cashier
till 1926 when L. S. Johnson was
elected cashier. The following year
A. R. Tiffany replaced Mr. Johnson
as cashier and Mr. Tiffany held
that position till the bank discon-
tinued in 1932.

The bank operated 15 years in
the building formerly occupied by
The Lane County Bank and then
later by Chambers-Bristow Bank-
ing Co. at the N.W. corner of Wil-
lamette and 8th, then in 1925 the
Bank of Commerce acquired the
property at 840 Willamette Street
where Miller's Dept. Store now is.



The old building at that location
was rebuilt by the bank into a fine
new bank building and the bank oc-
cupied the first floor with offices
above.

In 1932 after 20 years in busi-
ness, the bank was overtaken by
the great depression, and closed its
doors, April 4, 1932. At that time
deposits had shrunk to $463,000.-
00 from over $1,300,000.00 held by
the bank at the peak of its prosper-
ity in 1926. At the time the bank
discontinued C. D. Roher was pres-
ident, vice presidents were E. Kop-
pe and E. - A. McCornack, cashier
was A. R. Tiffany. The Oregon Su-
perintendent of Banks, A. A.
Schramm, stated at the time the
bank failed, "the problem here is
not different from similar prob-
lems which the times have created
in many communities." The bank
was liquidated by the State Bank-
ing Department.

In recent years three branches of
Portland banks have been estab-
lished in Eugene.

August 16th, 1949 the West Side
Branch of the First National Bank
was opened at West 7th Ave. and
Polk Street, S. W. corner, with
Mervin 0. Dahl manager and Ray-
mond Hegberg, assistant manager.

The Branch has contined at that
location, and now has 30 employ-
ees. The manager is now Delbert
Hill; assistant manager, Chester
Clark.

July 27, 1957, the First National
Bank established a branch on Co-
burg Road, with Raymond Heg-
berg as manager and Chas. W.
Roffe, assistant manager. The
branch now has 10 employees and
the manager and assistant mana-
ger are the same.

August 23, 1958, a branch bank
'c'. as established at 1000 River Road
in Eugene by the Portland United
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States National Bank with C. L.
Carpenter manager, and Jim Cecil
assistant manager. C. L. Carpenter
has continued as manager. Assist-
ant manager at this time is George
Clunie. This branch of the Portland
bank now employs 5 men and wo-
men.

The latest of Eugene's independ-
ent banks was established in 1955.
The bank is the Citizen's Bank that
opened for business June 26, 1955.
The building at the southwest cor-
ner of the intersection of Pearl
Street and 11th Ave. known as the
Collins Building had been taken
over by the bank prior to opening,
and extensively remodeled.

H. Sanford Saari, better known
in Eugene as "Sam" Saari was
president of the Citizens Bank at
its inception, and still is. Mr Saari
came to Eugene after 31 years
banking in the State of Washing-
ton, in Seattle, Port Angeles, Port
Townsend and Tacoma, and 4 years
with the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation. Vice-president of the
Citizens Bank at the time of open
ing was Roy S. Jensen; cashier, N.
S. Penrose. The original board of
directors were, Clarence A. Chase,
B. S. Cole, Spencer R. Collies, Dr.
Royal Gick, Frank A. Graham, Dr.
Paul Hemphill, Nils B. Hult, W. P.
Riddlesbarger, E. H. Robbins, H.
Sanford Saari and L. H. Williams.
Dr. Gick passed away in 1956 and
Mr. Cole's death occured in 1958.
Directors of the bank at this time
are, L. H. Williams, E. B. Bishop,
Clarence A. Chase, Paul B. Cole,
Edwin E. Cone, Frank A. Graham,
A. E. Gunderson, Bruce J. Herzing-
er. Nils B. Hult, W. P. Riddlesbar-
ger and H. Sanford Saari.

During the first year the bank
suffered the loss of both its vice-
president and cashier. Mr. Jensen,
a banker from Port Angeles. Wash-



ington, who had come out of retire-
ment to asume his position as vice-
president of the Citizens Bank,
found Eugene banking too strenu-
ous and resigned in December, 19-
55, and in January, 1956, Mr. Pen-
rose, cashier, dropped dead in the
bank as the result of a heart at-
tack.

Present officers of the bank are
president, Mr. Saari; vice-presi-
dents, J. B. Castles and A. C.
Schaefer; cashier, R. C. Rhodes;

assistant cashiers, Herman C.
Bradley, Jr. and William F. Wolfe.
Deposits of the bank at this time
approximate ten million, and the
bank employs thirty-seven men
and women.

Ed. note: The other half of this his-
tory of Lane County Banks, con-
cerning the banks in the county
outside of Eugene; will be contin-
ued in the next number of the "His-
torian".

First National Bank Building, remodeled in 1898 for bank, N.W. cor. Broadway &
Willamette Sts., size about 16 by 80 feet. Original was "one of the first brick build-
ings erected in Eugene", dated on plaque on right, top, 1866, housed the W. W. Bris-
tow (later T. G. Hendricks) General Store of pioneer Eugene City. Above building
originally heated with a fireplace - rental offices on second floor - foundation
built with rock from the old discontinued Columbia College building on College Hill.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND of OAKRIDGE, OREGON

The Oakrldge - Eugene Local, at Oakridge, east terminal of the R.R. until 1W26.
Photo from collection of Mrs. Edna Temple

(45 miles southeast of Eugene on
the Middle Fork of the Willamette
and Highway 58).

No records exist of the earlist
inhabitants of the Oakridge area
beyond fragmentary artifacts -
arrow points and spear heads, un-
covered by wind and water. Writ-
ten records from David Douglas,
famous botanist, and from the re-
ports of McLoughlin's Hudsons'
Bay fur traders, tell us that there
were twelve distinct linguistic fami-
lies in Oregon. The Calapooyan In-
dians were subdivided into about 12
tribes and occupied all of the Wil-
lamette Valley above the falls from
Oregon City. When the earliest set-
tlers came to Oakridge, only a few
roving tribes inhabited this area.

by Mrs. Clarence Hebert

It was the custom of the bands to
exchange visits with their kinsmen
in the Cottage Grove area, so some
times as many as a hundred Indi-
ans might be camped in the camas
swale that is now First St., or on
the glacial valley to the east where
the Dunning ranch lies. Other
tribes often came from Eastern
Oregon to hunt in the Calapooya
Range. Their trail over the moun-
tains were well defined and were
still in use well into the twentieth
century.

At the time of the first settle-
ment in this area, a band of about
twenty Indians were fairly perman-
ent residents here. Their home was
in the high valley east of town, now
the Palanuk and Dunning ranches,



where five of their graves many be
dimly traced. When the white men
acquired this land legally, years la-
ter, they were instructed by the
remnant of the tribe, "When yu
farm the spot, plow right over it,
leave no mark" and so it has been
done. The color and texture of this
disturbed soil are the sole momi-
ments of these displaced people.

A few narrative hits concerning
these lingerers have been preserved
to us. The following story is one
that is kPown by all of the early
settlers. One of the early Warners
(Fred) reared, as a foster brother
to their own son, an Indian boy
whom they bartered from his poor
and aged grandmother for pump-
kins. Each autumn the grandmoth-
er returned for another installment

Charlie Tufti, last of the upper Willam-
ette Valley Indians, born and orphaned
about the year that Oregon became a
state. This Molalla Indian was adopted
and reared by the Fred Warner famity.
See Oakridge story. Photo from collec-
tion of Mrs. Ray Brewer of Fall Creek.

of pumpkins. This boy was known
as "Charlie Tufti". his iiame is re-
called in Tufti Mountain. It is said
that he and his white brother
Frank Warner gave Salt Creek its
name in 1887. By a bit of maneu-
vering and the aid of a white man
named Blackie, Charlie and anoth-
er Indian, Jim Chuck Chuck, were
able to homestead eighty acres of
their ancestral land east of town.
In later years they sold their hold-
ings arid retired to a reservation.

Although Eugene, Pleasant Hill
and Lowell were all settled before
1850, Oakridge remained a wild
mountain country. It may have
been that occasional hunters visit-
ed it, but the first authentic record
we have of its exploration is from
newspapers now in the Bancroft
Library in the University of Calif-
ornia. It appeal's that in the sum-
mer of 1852 a party of seven men
were sent out by 'the counties of
Linn and Lane to learn the prac-
ticability of an immigrant route
from the Willamette Forks to Fort
Boise, commencing on the 20th day
of August, 1852, and con Unuing for
sixty days".* The little company
set out from Eugene City on horse-
back, following the river (middle
fork of the Willamette) almost to
the summit (of the Cascade Mts.).
Their route became the Old Central
Oregon Military Road, the present
'Rigdon Loop".

In the following year of 1853, the
famous Lost Wagon Train attempt-
ed to reach Eugene from Lake Mal-
heur by this route and met with
much difficulty. This wagon train
was never realy 'lost", but rather
was delayed by mishaps and bad
weather until long overdue. The
* See "The Lost Wagon Train of
1853," in LANE COUNTY HIS-
TORIAN, Vol. III, Nov. 1958.



immigrants were in such dire
straits by the time they reached
Pine Openings (near the present
Oakridge) that several of their
men made haste down river to
Lowell where relief supplies were
taken back to the campers. All re-
cuperated and continued to their
goal. Sometimes they followed the
stream bed and they forded the riv-
er some forty times. None re-
mained in the Oakridge Valley,
though all passed through it. Old
settlers relate that the worn trail
could still be traced eighty years
later at Pioneer Gulch, and scars
on the trees seen at Crowbar Point
where the wagons had been
snubbed back. In later years, one of
the "Warner boys" whose father
had been in the train, returned to a
farm in the upper Valley and be-
came the ancester of many now liv-
ing here.

In 1860 a man named Sanford
and his sons, James and Richmond,
came to the present site of Oak-
ridge, then an open, grass plain
filled with blue camas and hemmed

land where Pope and Talbot saw-
mill is now located.

In 1871, Thomas McClane took
up a homestead farm on the slop-
ing hills between Oakridge and
Westfir, his son John still lives on
part of the old home place - is the
oldest native son of Oakridge.

The land that is now High Prair-
ie was largely taken up as home-
stead farms during the 1870's, tho'
some was still available as late as
the 1890's. Among the earliest
homesteaders we hear the names
of Allen, Woods, Matheny, and
Dennisons. In 1882, Israel Gray
and his family settled here to make
their new home. A few years later
came Isaac Hamner with his fam-
ily - they settled on Hills Creek.
About 1890 came the Herberts,
whose numerous descendants keep
the name fresh in Oakridge annu-
als. After the turn of the century
the Holts and the Dunnings settled
in the high valley to the east of
town.

These settlers lived and worked
amid the hardships of those early

First school in Oakridge district, on old James Sanford place, present Circle Bar
Ranch. This school of hand-hewn logs and shakes held 3-month sessions from 1875
to 1902 when it was discontinued because there were not enough children.



to us as "the old military road'. The
Civil War was in progress and the
Indian tribes were not yet subdued.
The settlers of the upper Willam-
ette Valley felt the need of an im-

in by wooded hills. The Sanfords
came in by packtrain over old In-
dian trails along ridges instead of
by wagon road near the river.
Their purpose was to raise cattle
in this region of abundant pasture,
and they appeared to have pros-
pered. Some of their stock was said
to have weighed 1400 pounds when
sold, at the age of ten years.

The Sanfords built their homes
on that part of their cattle ranch
that was later called the Circle Bar
Ranch, and is now the site of the
new golf course. James Sanford ev-
entually sold his holdings to Ernest
Hyland and Charles McFarland in
1909. The Hyland share became the
town of Oakridge, and although it
was platted at this time, the town
grew slowly until the coming of the
railroad. Oakridge was sometimes
jokingly referred to as a "thousand
acre cow pasture".

The most important development
of the valley during the sixties was
the construction of the Oregon
Central Military Road, now known

proved road to Idaho (Ft. Boise be-
ing the last military post on the
Trail to Oregon), over which sup-
plies and firearms might be moved
in case of need. Shares were sold
in a company for building such a
road, and construction was begun
in 1864. The shares of $250.00 were
sold mostly to Lane County farm-
ers, to raise the sum needed for this
project. The Federal government
granted the company of sharehold-
ers every odd-numbered section of
land, 3 miles each side of the road.
Supt. of construction was B. J.
Pengra of Springfield, who later
became Surveyor General for the
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State of Oregon. The road was
completed in November, 1865. At
this time Pengra observed the pos-
sibility of a better pass over the
summit than the one chosen, and
wished to explore it farther "if time
would permit". Some eighty years
later, this "better pass" became the
present Willamette Highway.

The Military Road opened up the
valley for settlement, which began
in the early 1870's. The section of
land that were given to the share
holders were sold and resold, until
they were sold to Pope and Talbot,
a company which is doing exten-
sive logging, in this area. From 18-
60 on land began to be taken up by
homesteader claims or bought
from others who had proved up on
their claims. B. J. Pengra built
large home in a grove of oaks or
his land grant from the road
building. This house was later oc-
cupied by his daughter, Ella Pengra
Walker. She married James Alli-
son Walker and became the mother
of Earl and William Walker, who
for many years farmed the land
that is called Walker addition and
Diamond View addition (to Oak-
ridge).

John Hill, another resident, took
up land on Hills Creek. His home
became a stop-over for travelers on
the old Military Road. Mr. Hill was
also a blacksmith and spent many
hours putting horse shoes on the
travelers horses.

About 1872, David Kitson built a
log cabin on the north side of Hills
Creek, and developed the hot
springs as a health resort. It was
somewhat fashionable for Eugene
folks to go to the springs for the
summer season.

Others to homestead land about
this time were the Sam Ashly fam-
ily on High Prairie, "Squire" Ham-
ilton on flatcreek, and Black on the



days. They broke the prairie sod,
set out orchards and built sturdy,
substantial homes for their fami-
lies.

The first schoolhouse was locat-
ed on the James Sanford ranch,
now known as the Circle Bar
Ranch. This one-room building
made of hand-hewn logs and
shakes. The first teacher was Al-
mira Reynolds, for a 3-month term.
Families camped in tents near the
school so the children could attend.
Ella Pengra Walker was also a
teacher in this early school. It was
finally discontinued in 1902 be-
cause there were not enough chil-
dren to attend the school. Several
years later a new school was estab-
lished on land across the road from
the present Pope and Talbot mill.
School was first held in a tent and
then moved into an old homestead

house. About this time a school
was located in a tent and then
moved into an old homestead
house. About this time a school was
located on High Prairie with Nellie
Hebert, (then Nellie Holt) as the
first teacher. The High Prairie
school continued until 1933, then
the children were brought to Oak-
ridge by bus.

About 1910, the Oakridge school
was held in the Woods Hotel while
a new building was being construct-
ed. In about 1911, the new build-
ing which is now the American Le-
gion Hall, was finished and school
held there. In 1919, the one room
was divided and another teacher
hired, and the ninth and tenth
grades were added to the grade
school. In 1921, a high school was
started in the old building owned
by Claude Jones. The high school

Log cabin school, DIst. 131, on upper Willamette River at the mouth of the North
Fork, between Oakridge and Weetfir. 1908 photo - building later destroyed by fire.
Pioneer children who attended this school Include: Mrs. Will Walker, Daisy Hebert,
May MeCane, and sisters of John McClane.

From collection of Sam Morris, Eugene



was held in this building until 1923
when it was moved to the present
Legion Hall building and the grade
school moved into the new building
which is now the Junior High. In
1929 the present brick building was
erected for the high school. Since
1948 the new grade school build-
ings have been constructed and
the old grade school building moved
and made into a Junior High:

The first church services (of re-
cord) were held in the Legion Hall
with visiting ministers from Low-
ell, Springfield and Eugene con-
ducting the services.

One of the greatest hardships en-
dured by the early pioneers were
primitive marketing conditions
that prevailed in this area. It was
customary for each family to go to

Eugene once or twice a year for
supplies. It was a five-day trip, or
2 days to go, one to shop and two
to return home. They always
stayed over night with someone
along the way, as almost every'
house "kept travel" as they called
it. It was a long hard trip and often
took four horses to pull the wagon
through the mud. In 1919, Eldon
Templeton built the first store
along the North Fork, where the
smokestack of the Westfir sawmill
now stands. Besides selling to the
settlers, he sold to construction
crews of the railroad. About 1911,
E. E. Smith built a store on the
banks of Salmon Creek across the
road from the Forest Service Rang-
er Station. Later Smiths operat-
ed a store in Oakridge.

One-room school. Pupils front row, left to rigbt: Bud Stanton, on bannister, Maurice
Wood, Bobby Henderson, Wayne Walker, Lillian Ryker, (Mrs. John McGillvrey),
- Nellie Hyland, (Mrs. Rex Childs), Robert Dunning, Harry Lawler on banister
front, Ed Clark (back); second row, Lucille Henderson, Lawrence Hills, Clarence
third row: Sherman Tiller, Clara Tiller; fourth row: Thelman Stanton, Halile Hills
Ryker, Leonard Adding-ton, Louise Walker (Mrs. Ed Clark), Lucille Addingtuu,
(Mrs. Shy Huntington); fifth row: Raymond Dunning, Thermon Tiller, lirmil Tiller,
Dewey Wiley, Mrs. Effie Fenton, teacher, Rachel Tiller.
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Although there is mention of a
post office at the John Hill ranch,
no reference can be found about it.
In the early days there were two
post offices - one at the McClane
place, named Hazel Dell and the
other one at the Hamner place on
the Kitson Springs road, called the
Tiptop. Later Tiptop was discon-
tinued and Hazel Dell moved over
to the Ber Hebert place, where
Pope and Talbot sawmill now
stands. About 1912 the post office
was moved near the present loca-
tion and was named Oakridge.

About 1923 Oakridge welcomed
its first physician, Dr. Wilson. Be-
fore this time they called doctors
from Eugene in case of severe ill-
ness, or took their sick folks to Eu-
gene o'ver forty-five miles of rough,
mountainous roads.

In these early days, the usual
burial place, when a death oc-
curred, was some corner or slope
of the home farm. At least three
small family burial plots developed
in this way, all in unusually beauti-
ful settings. The latter often includ-
ed a few neighbors or relatives be-
yond the immediate family, for
whom they had been planned. The
Hills Creek cemetery has not been
used for a long time, and is gently
slipping back into the natural state.
The Walker cemetery, a little priv-
ate plot where Mr. and Mrs. James
Addison Walker and a few other
relatives are buried, is on a sloping
hill above Diamond View addition,
once the northern part of their
farm. The Hebert plot, with the two
big oaks, has become the commun-
ity cemetery and is now called For-
est Vale. It is quite unsurpassed
anywhere for beauty and setting, a
gentle hollow filled with wild flow-
ers and hemmed in by wooded hills.
Peter Hebert, who selected the spot
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on his sons' farm, led the way
there, while across the fence, on his
own farm lies Israel Gray, neigh-
bors still!

Yet for all the primitive condi-
tions, life was by no means dull. Pi-
oneer folks recall their early days
with nostalgic pleasure and have
no regrets. They held all day pic-
nics in the summer and all night
dances in the winter. They made
huckleberry expeditions into the
higher mountains in the fall, and
went "down valley" for the hop
picking season. They hunted, fished
and had enjoyable camping trips to
the various mountain lakes. At
first, farming was the chief occupa-
tion, cattle and sheep had the run
of the mountains, and thus a sys-
tem of trails developed, many of
which are still in use.

Farming has long since given
way to lumbering as the principle
occcupation of the upper Valley of
the Willamette. Records state that
the first logging was done above
Deception Creek about 1875. Only
sugar pine logs were cut and float-
ed down the river to Springfield.
Stumpage prices paid for logs was
25 cents per thousand board feet.
The average price paid for labor
was $1.25 per day with board, for
10 hours work. Men worked 10
hours on the job and often walked
3 or 4 miles to and from camp.

A small mill was built on the
Circle Bar ranch about 1910 by
Charles McFarland and Ernest Hy-
land. About twenty men were em-
ployed at this mill and most of the
lumber was used to build homes
and other buildings on nearby
farms.

Other sawmills were started, one
on Salmon Creek and a small one
located on the present football field
- for sawing pencil stock from in-



formed to care for salmon, and the
Game Commission was given
charge of trout propagation, so a
little later a trout hatchery was
built.

cense cedar. Construction on the
Westfir Mill started about 1922,
completed in 1924, when the mill
started cutting lumber. Thus was
the beginning of Westfir commun-
ity.

The large Pope and Talbot mill
was built in Oakridge in 1947.

U. S. Forest work began in the
Oakridge area in 1908 when James
Furnish, district ranger, spent the
summer at Flat Creek living in a
tent. Charles Beach was the first
all-year ranger at Flat Creek in
1910. Claud Jones followed Beach,
and many other men have served in
this important position since the
beginning of the U. S. Forest Serv-
ice in Oakridge (including District
Ranger, C. L. McFarland, 1925-
1946). Forest fires were as treach-
erous then as now. Dead Mountain,
which was formerly called Green
Mt. has burned three times in the
last 44 years - 1883, 1898 and 19-
10. The fire of 1910 burned 16,700
acres as well as the homes of Bill
and Charles Hebert. This fire was
driven by an east wind and sparks
fell as far as 4 miles and destroyed
numerous straw stacks on .adjoin-
ing farms. The crew of men work-
ing on the railroad tunnel below
Oakridge helped in putting the fire
under control.

Another important event in the
history of Oakridge was the estab-
lishment of the first fish hatchery
by the Oregon Fish and Game
Commission in 1917, with Charlie
J. Hills as the superintendent. In
1921 the Fish Commission was

Although this remote area grew
in size and industries, it was still
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an isolated region, with only a
rough mountain road leading it to
contact with the rest of the state.
The road lay on the north side of
the river and was the only route to
travel to Lowell, Springfield and
Eugene. The road was narrow and
often deep-rutted, twisting over
hills and high rock points, with on-
ly a few places wide enough to al-
low passing. This route followed the
river from Lowell, then across the
North Fork at Westfir and over the
hill to Oakridge - first with team
and wagon and then with cars.
With horses it was a two day trip
and with cars four hours. This is
the road that was traveled until
Willamette Highway No. 58 was
built through Oakridge in 1936.

Perhaps nothing was more wel-
come to the community than the
coming of the railroad in 1911 and
1912; It opened the little valley to
new growth and new possibilities.
The first train provided service
three times a week in due time
a daily train was running to Eu-
gene. Stories are related that often
during hunting season, the train
would stop while the engineer and
conductor would kill their deer,
dress them and proceed on their
journey. Passenger often helped
the train crew unload the freights
trying to help the "slow and easy"
arrive home earlier. It is told that
a lady from the East was admiring
a field of beautiful flowers so the
conductor stopped the train so she
could gather a bouquet. Still later
in 1926 when this "Natron Cut-off"
(as the R. R. to Oakridge was
called) was completed to become
the main through.route to Califor:
nia, the valley of Oakridge was
made accessible from north and
south both by road and railroad.



Marshfield Grange No. 1 of
Clackamas County, Oregon, organ-
ized December 14, 1872 by W. J.
Campbell of Portland, was the first
Grange organized in the North-
west. First Master was William
Cook and William G. Welch was
first Secretary.

In 1873, forty Granges were or-
ganized in the state with a mem-
bership of 10,000. Grand Prairie
No. 10 in Linn County and Mollala
No. 40 in Clackamas County are
still in existence.

H. N. Hill of Grand Prairie No.
26 or Lane County attended the
first Session of the Oregon State
Grange, held September 24-27, 18-
73 in Salem. The first resolution
passed in this Session dealt with
the improvement of the Willamette
River and its tributaries, and the
second resolution dealt with the
improvement of the Columbia Riv-
er.

By the end of 1874, there were
174 Granges in Oregon. In Lane
County there were: Grand Prairie
No. 26, Creswell No. 64, Cottage
Grove No. 75, Charity No. 76, Mo-
hawk No. 147 and Franklin No.
155.

EARLY GRANGE S
by Mrs. Charlotte Mitchel
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Stewart, John Stoop, C. P. Willi-
ams, William Drury, S. M. Shelly,
Thomas Mathews, Wm. H. H. Mc-
Clure, J.T.C. Cromwell, A. Walker,
James Jackson, J. D. Matlock, Mrs.
L. Matlock (might be Mrs. S.), M.
Davis, M. Callison, P. Stoops, S.C.
McClure, L. Walker, T. Walker, 3.
Cromwell, M.C. Davis, M.J. Math-
ews.

The charter list of Grand Prair-
ie Grange No. 26, organized by
Deputy W. 3. Campbell in 1873, in-
cludes the following names: Mas-
ter: W. N. Hill; Lecturer, (not giv-
en); Secretary, J. C. Jennings.
George Marshall, N. S. Marshall,
Allen Bond, J. W. Bond, J.T. Kirk,
William Blachley, Mrs. Malissa
Blachley, H. N. Hill, John Beaty,
Mrs. Mary Beaty, W. B. Blachley,
Mrs. Mary Blachley, J. C. Jennings,
John W. Moore, Jonathan Butler,
Thomas Butler, () H. Poindexter,
Mrs. Elizabeth Poindexter, Gran-
ville Poindexter, George Poindex-
ter, William A. Baker, G. W. Ad-
kin, Richard H. Hill, E. Blachley.

Before Granges were organized
in the state of Oregon, the farmers
often met to discuss their problems
and try to alleviate the many diffi-
culties encountered in '.ettling this
new land. Later, they formed or-
ganizations such as I he agricultur-
al society at Lafayette, Yamhill
County. Similar societies were
formed in the Willamette Valley.
In 1860 these were joined in the
Oregon State Agricultural Society.
Such presssing problems as road
conditions and transportation costs
held their attention, freighting

The earliest Grange in Lane
County, according to available re-
cords1 was Springfield No. 12, or-
ganized in 1873, now dormant.
Pleasant Hill Grange No. 65, was
organized December 9, 1873 by
Deputy H. N. Hall. Its charter list
includes the following names:
Master: Alexander Mathews, Lec-
turer: (not given), Secretary: J.
D. Matlock. Caleb Davis, Alexan-
der Mathews, It. Callison, William



costs on wheat being exorbitant at
that time.

Ben Holladay, who had acquired
the Peoples Transportation com-
pany in 1873, and also owned con-
trolling interests in the Oregon and
California Railroad, which ran
from Portland' to Eugene, and oth-
er such interests, held a great deal
of power over the farmers. There-
fore, the farmers were compelled
to fight these monopolies. It was in
this field where the Granges went
to work, gaining strength year by
year. For as soon as there were
enough Subordinate Granges in the
state, they formed a State Grange,
which is affiliated with the Nation-
al Grange, thus giving the various
groups as a whole, the recognition
they deserved and the strength to
win their battles.

In 1879, at the insistence of the
Grange, the Oregon Legislature en-
acted legislation to bring the com-
pany which controlled the Oregon
City Willamette Locks under gov-
ernmental regulation, establishing
a Canal Commission to regukte it.
As of today, motor transports, rail-
roads and similar public utilities
are subject to municipal, state and
federal regulation as a result of this
procedure, which was applied
eighty years ago.

The Grange has worked diligent-
ly for the development of the vast
hydroelectric resources of the re-
gion, focusing its attention on ac-
quisition of power dam sites and
water rights, for the power com-
panies had entrenched themselves
in a monopolistic position ever
since the turn of the century, and
now it was necessary to fight these
great corporations who had
grabbed most of the water rights
of the state.

In 1909, the State Legislature
enacted an Oregon Water Code,
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which generally followed recom-
mendations set forth by the J. J.
Johnson resolution drafted at Ev-
ening Star Grange, thus becoming
the basis of all of Oregon's water
rights legislation. Since then, much
has been accomplished in the con-
struction of dams on the rivers
which produce hydroelectric pow-
er cheaply and are worth untold
thousands of dollars to the com-
monwealth. And much could be
written about flood control.

Oregon Granges became aware
of the many inequities of the tax
structure of the state and took
steps to equalize the assessment of
property. Much could be written
about the Grange taxation pro-
gram. In 1885, in the State Grange
session of that year, a most impor-
tant resolution was made, out of
which came the 17th amendment
to the Constitution of the United
States.

Education became its interest in
1879, taking great interest in the
affairs of the Agricultural College
of Corvallis. Now the Grange be-
gan to demand better representa-
tion for agriculture in the legisla-
ture. In 1902, they succeeded in
their desire to have the constitu-
tion amended to permit the people
to initiate legislation and invoke
the referendum on acts of the legis-
lature. Two years later, the prim-
ary law was initiated and the pow-
er of the public bosses given to the
people.

Much could be written about the
marketing and purchasing activi-
ties of the Grange. It was at the in-
stigation of the Grange that laws
governing the cooperatives were
written into the Oregon statutes.
The fight to preserve Oregon's tre-
mendous timber resources is an-
other story.



went back to Iowa for a compan-
ion - married Elisabeth Deralius,
who had several children, brought
them to Oregon. George Drury and
family came out to Oregon in 1878.
The Workmans were members of

Grangers have always taken a
great deal of interest in fairs where
they have displayed the finest of
their farm products and stock. The
first event of this nature was held
in 1861 on the Clackamas River,
two miles below Oregon City, and
about one-half mile from the riv-
er's junction with the Willamette
River, thus placing the site of the
first Oregon State fair at that
place.

The Grange is primarily an ag-
ricultural organization and, as

such, has won the respect of state
officials and legislators for its high
ideals, principles, and for its prog-
ressive thinking, being ever mind-
ful of its obligation to serve its fel-
lowmen in all phases of its work.
Since the inception of the Grange
in the West resulted from the great
need of such an organization, its
steady growth through the years
is sufficient evidence as to the com-
pleteness with which it has re.
sponded to that need.

MABEL CHURCH OF TIff BRETHREN
by H.

Formerly known as The German
Baptist Brethren Church of the
Mohawk Valey (Lane County, Ore-
gon - about 20 miles northeast of
Eugene).

Andrew Workman, a widower of
Nora Springs, Iowa, came to the
Mohawk Valley in 1875. His broth-
er Philip, a minister in the second
degree and a family, also his sister
and husband, Alfred Drury, came
in 1876. They came by ethmigrant
train (R.R.) to San Francisco, then
by boat to Portland then to Eu-
gene (by R.R.), Eugene to Mabel
by ox cart.

Prior to 1878, Andrew Workman

the church; the Drurys joined la-
ter.
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H. Ritter
The early settlers were attracted

to the community by the large tim-
ber and the sawmills. The sawmills
were considered large mills by the
emigrants from the prairie country
of Iowa. The logging was done with
ox team over skid-ways or roads.
As there was very little open coun-
try, if any, so farming could only
progress as the land was cleared
off. Andrew Workman with the
help of a few others built a saw-
mill. Then they cut the choice trees,
cut them into lumber, and sold
lumber at four dollars a thousand
feet.

The early members established
their membership with the Fair-
view Congregation near Lebanon.
After the community built log
school houses, the Brethren had
services in the school houses with
Philip Workman as minister.

Jacob Bahr, a minister, moved
from Iowa to Lebanon in 1876, in



1883 he came to the Mohawk Val-
ley and preached some for the
Brethren. In 1886 he and his wife
Nancy moved to the Mohawk Val-
ley. June 9, 1887 the Fairview Con-
gregation granted permission to
the Brethren in Mohawk Valley to
organize as a separate congrega-
tion. July 24, 1887, members in the
Mohawk Valley decided to proceed
to organize as a separate congre-
gation by the name The Mohawk
Valley Church. They decided to
have a love feast October 1, with
services on Sunday, October 2,
when an Elder would be present to
complete the organization.

Elder M. M. Bashor of the Fair-
view Church was present at the
services October 1 and 2, and was
chosen as Elder or overseer of the
church. Ira C. Wakefield as elected
as deacon; Philip and Maria Work-
man, minister; Jacob and Nancy
Bahr, minister; Ira C. and Mattie
Elizabeth Workman, Mrs. Addie E.
Workman made up the nine mem-
bers of the church when it was or-
ganized.

The two Workman brothers and
their companions remained with
the Mohawk Valley Congregation
until their death. Brother and Sis-
ter Bahr moved frequently to help
other congregations in Oregon for

Mabel Church of the Brethren, Mohawk Valley, 20 miles Northeast of Eugene.
Photo by Lawrence Brown
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The district meeting was held on
September 23, 1896, and the Love
Feast on September 25, 1896. On
September 27, 1896, Brother Phil-
ip Workman was ordained to the

church and it prospered. They had
Sunday School and prayer meet-
ings. The land not being good
farming land but a timber country,
when the price of lumber went up

short periods back to Mohawk
again, then out again, back to Eu-
gene and vicinity.

On December 25, 1893 the coun-
cil considered the building of a
Church house. They appoi4ted a
committee to select a site to build
on. They decided to ask the Gen-
eral Mission Board for a grant of
$300,000. On January 27, 1894 they
decided to purchase 2 acres for
$33.00 from A. J. Workman. The
incorporation papers were made
out June 16, 1894. The value of the
Church property was listed as
$100. These incorporation papers
were filed July 27, 1894.

January 26, 1895 the Building
Committee appointed Philip Work-
man, C. G. Stahl, A. J. Workman,
C. G. Stahl being the foreman of
the building committee.

January 25, 1896 the Worship
and Council in the New Church.
The Hymn for opening service was
"How Happy Are They Who Their
Savior Obey."

Eldership and Overseer of the
Church. The Church dedication
was held on September 27, 1896.
Brother George C. Carl as evan-
gelist held a series of services fol-
lowing the dedication of the
church. At the close of the evangel-
istic services seventeen were bap-
tized. The membership at this time
was likely between 40 and 50.
There were three ministers. For a
short period there were some bap-
tisms, some members moved in the
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and facilities to market lumber im-
proved. Lumber companies be-
came interested in timber. They
bought what they could from the
early setlers. Many were glad to
sell as it was not farming land. The
population changed to a different
class of people. They were interest-
ed in marketing lumber more than
making homes for families. The
Workman brothers remained with
their claims. Andrew sold his only a
short time before his death but re-
mained within the territory of the
Church. The Workmans and their
companions are buried in Mabel.

The shifting population discour-
aged many of the members. As the
years went by, death claimed some
of them.

When the Oregon and California
Railroad Company made plans to
build a railroad, which is now the
S. P. line, the Government gave
them each alternate sections for 20
miles on each side of the railroad,
to be sold to actual settlers for $2.-
50 an acre, that is all sections that
had not been taken by settlers be-
fore. As the sale was slow to actual
settlers, the Railroad started to cut
some of the timber for lumber.
When the Government found out
what was going on, they decided
the railroad forfeited their right to
the remaining land that had not
been sold yet. The land went back
to the Government. Then the Gov-
ernment sold the timber to the
sawmill men by sections or parcel.
The land remaining, the Govern-
ment land, not subject to taxation,
so it hindered the further settle-
ment of the country, as the land
was not good farming country with
the timber taken off.

Later on the government decid-
ed to reseed or replant much of the
land for growing timber, which will
require nearly 100 years to grow
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good timber for cutting again.
There were only a few settlers left
in the country. Some of the land
farmed some years ago will be va-
cated for, timber growing.

Emigration and death lessened
the membership of the Church. The
residing ministers were enfeebled
by age so the services were les-
sened. Wm. Pullen, a minister, lo-
cated in the community in 1909.
Brother Philip Workman and
Brother Bahr passed on in 1910.
About that time Brother Force, a
minister, lived in the community
too. In 1911 both Brother Pullen
and Brother Force moved out leav-
ing the Church without a minister
or deacon. Elder H. Keim of New-
berg, Oregon, a member of the Dis-
trict-Mission Board was chosen
Elder in Charge.

H. H. Ritter and son, LeRoy B.,
came to Marcola May 24, 1912.
They went to Mabel in June and
Mary E. Ritter came in October 4,
1912. There were 17 members,
some of them quite a distance away
from Mabel. The Sunday School
children and teen-age pupils were
mostly from families without
church connections - attendance
20 to 30 most of the time for a
number of years. In a sawmill com-
munity, such as Mabel, people move
in and out frequently. Very seldom
do they stay long enough to get
established in any Christian faith.
We feel the efforts put forth are
not lost, as some will try to attend
Sunday Schcol and church services
where they locate next.

Sister Ritter was elected presi-
dent of the aid work one day after

"Felling" Douglas timber in the Mohawk Valley, 1908. Andrew Erickson and Roy
Fitch. Note narrow, double-bitted falling axes, long falling cross-cut saw, "spring
boards" on which to stand while working and "face cut" expertly placed to control
direction in which the tree will falL From the collection of Lawrence Brown.



Range Lumber Co.the first par-
sonage for the Brethren in Oregon!

Among the early residents of
Mabel was Alice Daraleus, age 7
who came with her mother, Mrs.
Andrew Workman, in 1878, bap-
tized in 1896, later married John

she came to Oregon. She retained
the position as long as there were
women to do any aidwork in 1945.
She took an active part in Sunday
School as a teacher and miscellane-
ous work. The Sisters Aid received
much help from Mrs. Amy Polley
who was not a member of any
church. Sister Adams baptized in
1912, died in 1932. She was a faith-
ful worker in the Aid and Supt.,
Secretary or teacher in the Sunday
School. In 1918 when the flu was
bad in Mabel and vicinity, the ma-
jority had some cases, some famil-
ies, every member had it. Sister
Ritter visited and administered to a
number of these families - prepar-
ing meals and other aid.

The church nearly every year
had services on Thanksgiving Day.
We invited the churches of Mar-
cola and Wendling to meet with us
if they did not have services of
their own - even after we disor-
ganized, until 1953.

The parsonage was built in 1913,
with the help of $200 from the Dis-
trict Mission Board and donated
lumber from the resident Coast

Lewis. Ida Workman, age 8, came
with her parents, the Philip Work-
mans, in 1876, baptized in 1918 and
married John Mackey. When Ore-
gon voted to do away with the 20th
amendment, Mabel was one of the

two precincts in Lane County to
vote dry. We tried to teach a full
gospel, including peace, temperance
and the simple life.

Brother Ritter served as clerk in
the grade school district a number
of years, was a member of the high
school board for 16 years, Post
Master of Mabel postoffice 15
years, took care of it 11 years per-
sonally, served on the District Mis-
sion Board 20 years, and was elder
in charge of several congregations
for some years.

The church was organized in
1887 as The German Baptist Breth-
ren Church of Mohawk Valley. The
name was changed in 1917 to Ma-
bel Church of the Brethren. In 19-
20 the property was deeded to the
District Mission Board of Oregon.

The congregation was disorgan-
ized in 1950. The District Board
decided to remodel the building and
use it as a Church Workers Re-
treat, which it did in 1954-56. The
name was changed to Ritter's
Lodge. (Would not Workman
Lodge have been more appropri-
ate?).

Ed. note. Mr. Ritter is now a resi-
dent of the Mennonite retirement
home in Albany and is a frequent
contributor to the Reg.-Guard
mailbag. Most of the private tim-
ber-growing land around Mabel has
been purchased by the Weyer-
haeuser Timber Co. for a tree
farm. The W. Co. has also acquired
the old R.R. right of way and is
presently rebuilding it to connect
with its mill in Springfield.



The Museum was initiated under, and is supported by, Lane County,
under an Oregon law adopted by the special session of the Legislature
in 1935 - which provided for county museums and war memorials. The
first local move under this act was to acquire the old 1909 Post Office,
that had become outgrown. A site on the north end of the same block was

Young had been receiving and gathering many items of pioneer history,
that now could be properly housed and displayed.

Tn 1959 the old post office was sold, and a large wing was added at the
cost of $100,000 to the small 40x60 building, to greatly increase the floor
space. It was dedicated in August 1960 on the opening day of the Lane
County Fair. It immediately proved an asset and big attraction to the
fair itself.
- The present museum has about 14,000 square feet of floor space in-

cluding a large balcony, receiving and work room, office and library. It
is semi-fire-proof and is oil heated by radiant heat in the concrete floor,
that is covered with rubber tile. Access to the balcony is by the old or-
nate sairway salvaged from the 1898 courthouse. The lbirary room was
constructed to take the beautiful cedar paneling of, and is a replica of, the
original 1898 courtroom. A colorful fan window depicting the seal of the
State of Oregon was also saved and has been placed behind and above
the judge's rostrum.

Thousands of items and heirlooms from pioneer homes of Lane County
have been attractively arranged by the curator, Mrs. E. E. Foss. The
exhibits are open to the public through the year on Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday afternoons, from 1 to 4 p.m. Many pioneer families are adding
their records, pictures and artifacts almost daily.

traded to the government as a site for a new Post Office. Lane County
purchased the southwest corner of 5th and Wilamette Street and Frank
L. Chambers donated 90 foot frontage (1) to complete the site. Then
with the cooperation and planning by many people, the County Court
cleared the entire quarter block at the cost of about $26,000 (including
the cost of the corner lot), for the site of the new Post Office.

World War II use of the old building prevented its utilization as a mu-
seum, so in 1951, a small reinforced concrete structure was constructed
on the northeast corner of the fairgrounds at the cost of $15,000 - "as
the result of 15 years of sweat, blood and tears" to quote Bill Tugman,
editor of the Eugene Register-Guard. In the meantime Mr. and Mrs. Cal

See "Lane County has a Pioneer Museum" in Vol I, No.2, Lane County
Historian of June, 1956.

1..See picture next page of Minnesota Hotel; site donated by F. L. Chambers for
new P. 0. site so that old P. 0. could be acquired for a pioneer museum.
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Old Minnesota Hotel, formerly near SW. corner 5th and Wilamette Sts., north
half of the present Eugene post office site. Proprietor, 'Penney Gaylord, who rang
a large hand-bell at the depot upon arrival of trains and advertised - "Minne4ota
Hotel - second door to your right!" The other two hotels (Smeed and Hoffman
House) furnished buses for their customers.

Lane County Pioneer Museum
740 W. 13th Avenue, Eugene - located on the fairgrounds
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