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i/of Sprini in c,11a1w Coun1j
By Jerold Williams

A hot spring bubbling up out of
the ground is hard to resist. These
marvels certainly impressed t h e
settlers of Lane County, who avidly
claimed them and traveled many a
hard mile to visit them. People in
search of health and recreation in
recent years have overlooked the
springs, but they are still there and
geothermal energy has focused at-
tention on them again. My family
and I hike through the by-ways
of the C a s c a d e foothills nearly
every Sunday afternoon and we
re-discovered our springs. As a
boy I had spent many happy hours
swimming at McCredie and Bel-
knap, and it proved to be even more
fun the second time around.

We knew the general location
of most of our hot springs but the
undeveloped and neglected ones re-
qurired a bit of looking. We ob-
tained a m a p entitled Thermal
Springs and Wells i n 0 r e g o n
(available from 0 r ego n Depart-
ment of Geology and Mineral In-
dustries). With map in hand we
set out to visit the six springs
listed in Lane County. Our first
v en t u r e was to McCredie, the
spring I knew best. The years had
certainly taken their toll. What
was once a flourishing resort hotel
with swimming pool and baths had
virtually disappeared from the face
of the earth. The hotel had burned
in 1958, the swimming pool was
swept away by flooding Salt Creek
in 1964, and McCredie S p rings
existed only as a name on maps
with the 164-degree sulfurous water
welling up on the north bank of
Salt Creek. A beautiful horse chest-
nut tree is the only reminder of the
rustic hotel. The shifting of the
creek channel confused the scene
but I was sure the pooi and spring
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I remembered lay on the opposite
bank. With the bridge gone we
were obliged to go the long way
around. To the delight of us all
we discovered a pool scooped out
near the rock retaining wall of the
original structure. We spent a mar-
velous afternoon luxuriating in the
18 inch deep water.

McCredie Springs acquired its
current name from an early devel-
oper, Judge William Wallace Mc-
Credie, a Portland baseball pro-
moter. The springs for a time in
the 1920's were the training facili-
ties for McCredie's Portland club.
The development of McCredie
Springs area coincided with the
construction of the Willamette
Pass or Natron Cut-off route by
the Southern Pacific Railroad in
the 1920's and ended abruptly in
1964. It remains a very pleasant
place to visit; now, largely, it is in
the same state as when the In-
dians knew it as Winino.

Belknap was a very well known
Lane County Watering place. It is
in a good state of preservation and
was operating as a resort until
1967. R. S. Belknap located the
springs in 1869, calling them Salt
Springs. (it was common several
decades ago to call the sulfurous
waters found in these springs "salt
water.") According to "Outings in
Oregon," a railroad tourist publica-
tion of about 1910, there was a
daily stage to the springs from
Eugene, the journey taking one
day. The h o t e 1 and bath were
erected in 1872, with vapor and
plunge baths available. During the
season of 1890 700 guests were
entertained at a cost of $15.00 per
week each. One could camp at a
weekly rate of $1.50. In 1938 the
Eugene Chamber of Commerce an-



411 JYNAF HO7SPRfAk5. r'flNflE ,vx,s'wnr ' r1qr r soos.sce-

nounced the availability of scenic
trails, hiking guides, and a 1,600
foot observation tower at the lodge.
Rates at the lodge in the late 1930's
were $3.50 to $5.00 daily. A new
resort currently operates near the
lodge, but it doesn't utilize the
180-degree waters. A proposed
condominium development nearby
would greatly alter the woodsy
setting.

Foley Springs near McKenzie
Bridge, and Kitson Springs near
Oakridge seem to have had the
most specific medical claims made
for them. Foley Springs was dis-
covered by William Hanley and
William Vick in 1865, and pur-
chased by Dr. Foley in 1870. Dr.
Foley constructed resort facilities,
naming his spa "Bethesda." The
174-degree waters at Foley were
advertised as effective against
rheumatism, liver and kidney com-
plaints plus many other ailments.
One advertisement went so far as
to proclaim the waters beneficial
against all diseases, with the excep-
tion only of consumption. Class

Belknap Hot Springs Lane County Pioneer Museum
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consciousness was part of the hot
springs scene and the Foley resort
catered to the more affluent health
seekers. The Runey family acquired
the property from Dr. Foley in
1880, and operated it until it closed
to the public in 1950. It is now the
private resident of William Runey.

Kitson Springs is named for a
colorful pioneer described as a "left
handed English carpenter from
Springfield," in McArthur's Oregon
Geographic Names. Dave Kitson
was also described as "a man who
needed solitude and got lots of it."
After spending 35 years on the
property, Kitson sold it in 1900
to Paul Warfield, whose descend-
ent still owns it. Kitson Springs
was the Lane County health spa
of the common man, providing eco-
nomical accommodations for the
many who found the 114-degree
waters equally good for drinking
or bathing. I clearly recall an elder-
ly gentleman who returned from
frequent journeys to Kitson, the
bed of his model-T pickup filled
with gallon jugs of the waters for





drinking. Kitson Springs closed to
the public in 1963. William Cash,
the operator, was d e f e a t e d by
county s a n it a t i o n requirements,
which proved to be too much for
several springs proprietors. Kitson
is now a "company retreat" for
the B. & H. Cedar Sales Company.

Two of the six Lane County hot
springs were never developed. They
are in remote locations on Willam-
ette National Forest lands. Wall
Creek Springs is northeast of Oak-
ridge, and Rider Creek Springs is
near the shore of Cougar Dam
reservoir. Although never devel-
oped, these springs, along with Mc-
Credie which has reverted back to
nature, are the only springs ac-
tually in use today. Wall Creek
with a temperature of 98 degrees
is the coolest Lane County spring,
and the most remote. There is a
basin scooped out of the bank of
Wall Creek, where the waters

Wall Creek Hot Springs Jerold Williams Collection
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periodically bubble up. It's a nice
place to put your weary feet in.
Rider Creek is the most heavily
used of the six, despite its location.
It consists of 130-degree water fill-
ing a series of scooped out pools in
a narrow draw beneath old growth
firs and vine maples.

One cannot help but feel a bit
of nostalgia that the well known
watering places of years ago have
almost disappeared. Their medi-
cinal qualities may not have been
very great, but they certainly
played an important role in Lane
County between the early settle-
ment period and until about 1940.
The discoverers saw the springs as
commercial ventures. They pat-
terned their developments on well
known spas in the East and Europe.
The visitors saw them as relief
for bodies hard used in the winning
of the West. Alas for the springs,
medical science lost faith in the



curative properties of the waters;
as one physician put it, "!the baths
and waters are good for you if
you're all right, but they're bad
for you if you're not." When the
West was "won" the springs be-
came a casualty. A meager trans-
portation network only just reached
the springs, depositing visitors. A
good network of roads and rail-
roads however passed them by.
The automobile and the highways
permitted people who did not be-
lieve in the waters anymore to seek
the scenery, or fish and camp
wherever they chose, at a cheaper
rate.

The springs were not of course
"discovered" by the early pioneers
in the 1850's and 60's. All the
springs had trails leading to them
when the settlers arrived. The In-
dians had long used them, although

Wall Creek Hot Springs Jerold Williams Collection
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apparently never developing them
with permanent structures. The
most desirable springs are now
occupied by aging buildings fes-
tooned with "keep out" signs. It
doesn't seem likely that the resorts
of the past will re-open, or at
least not in the manner of the past.
They may become focal points of
recreational housing developments,
with golf courses, condominiums
and trailer hook-up facilities, or
they may become geothermal en-
ergy developments. On the other
hand they may continue to disinte-
grate as resorts and revert back
to their pre-settlement state. It
cannot be denied that the undevel-
oped springs are the most attrac-
tive. These springs serve t h o s e
Lane County citizens who make
the effort to get to tthem, just as
they served the generations of In-
dians who preceeded us.





Jijj1orj 0/the Corpi o/ihe l//nhledSlafcó CnjineerS
By Gene Herlocker

On June 16, 1773, the day before
the battle of Bunker Hill, George
Washington, General of the Ameri-
can Revolutionary Forces, created
the 1st Engineering Unit in the
Armed Forces by the appointment
of an engineer and two assistants.
However, the engineering unit was
only a temporary war-time organi-
zation and was dissolved at the
end of the Revolutionary War.

After the close of the Revolution-
ary War, the infant country was
threatened from across the Atlan-
tic and on the western frontier. In
1794, Congress established the
Corps of Artillerists and Engineers.
Basically, it was a small provisional
military arm of the United States
Government.

During the presidency of Thomas
Jefferson, the Corps of Artillerists
and Engineers was replaced by a
permanent Corps of Engineers. It
was accomplished by a Congres-
sional Act which also established
the United States Military Acad-
emy at West Point. Jonathan Wil-
liams was appointed Chief En-
gineer. The West Point Academy
continued under engineer control
until 1866.

It was not until 1871 that the
Portland District Corps of United
States Army Engineers was estab-
lished in Oregon. But the story of
U.S. army engineers in Oregon
really began at the turn of the
19th century.

No story of U.S. army engineers
in Oregon would be complete with-
out mention of two men, the famed
team of explorers and engineers,
Captain William Clark and Captain
Meriwether Lewis. It was Lewis

and Clark starting from the mouth
of the Missouri River in the winter
of 1804 who blazed the overland
trail to the valley of the Columbia.
Later, other expeditions followed
the long and tortuous route which
was to become legendary in Oregon
history as the Oregon Trail.

The Portland District, U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers, was established
in 1871 because of the growing im-
portance of the Columbia and Wil-
lamette Rivers as navigational
waterways. Major Henry M. Rob-
erts was the first Portland District
Engineer. Roberts is not usually
remembered for his career as the
first Portland District Engineer, in-
stead for the fame he gained as the
author of Roberts Rules of Order.*

Another army engineer whose
name has been perpetuated in Ore-
gon history was Captain Benjamin
L. R. Bonneville, a graduate of the
U.S. Military Academy at West
Point in 1815. Bonneville obtained
leave from the War Department
in 1832 to lead a party of engineers
to Oregon, partly in the interest of
the fur trade. His explorations
served as an early stimulus to the
western flow of trade and later,
the emigrants.

In 1852 Bonneville received or-
ders to make a second journey to
Oregon to lay out and take com-
mand of the Fort Vancouver Bar-
racks. Today, Bonneville Dam,
built by the Corps of U.S. En-
gineers on the Columbia River and
named for Bonneville stands as a
tmemorial to Captain Bonneville
for his great contribution to the
early development of the region.

There are no reports available
*Roberts Rules of Order" published by Henry M. Roberts, copyright, 1876.
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of the activity of the Corps of U.S.
Engineers before 1866. At that
time all lands west of the Rocky
Mountains were under the com-
mand of the Corps of Engineers
officers at San Francisco. The first
surveys made by the Corps of U.S.
Engineers in the Willamette Valley
area were made in October 1866.

In 1871, the army engineers be-
gan surveys of the west which be-
came known as the Wheeler sur-
veys. For ten long years while the
engineers compiled data of the re-
gion they fought Indians and out-
laws as well as diseases. Their
surveys included astronomical and
geological studies and observations
of the flora and fauna. The records
of the findings of the ten-year sur-
vey enabled the west to expand
and develop.

The Corps of U.S. Engineers
established the 1st Coast Study and

Orchard Point at Fernridge Lake Jean Herlocker Collection

60

Survey Group which became, later,
the Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Since 1866, the Corps of U.S.
Engineers has served the Oregon
country in the area of water re-
sources development. By the middle
of the 20th century engineers were
engaged in the building of a series
of dams for flood control through-
out the state, among which was
Fern Ridge Dam in Lane County.

Today, along with flood control,
recreational development is domin-
ant. The Corps of U.S. Engineers
produces more recreational areas
nationally than any otther agency
in the United States. The first legis-
lation to authorize recreational ac-
ticity was contained in the Flood
Control Act of 1944 which allowed
the Corps to provide recreational
facilities at reservoirs as incidental
projects. The 1944 Flood Control
Act also authorized local or state



services to build recreational fa-
cilities on federally owned land at
various Corps of Engineers projects
but only under lease agreements.

There are nine lakes in Lane
County which provide forty recre-
ational areas for the use of boaters,
water skiers, picnickers, fishermen,
etc. From 1938 w h en the first
counts were made through 1972,
of the nearly 70 million visitors to
Portland District projects, almost
35 million of those visitors were at
corps projects in Lane County.
Fern Ridge Lake in 1969 and 1970
became the leading attraction for
recreationalists in the Portland
District of the U.S. Corps of En-
gineers.

Yet many people are still unfa-
miliar with the wide range of the
missions and functions of the army
engineers. It is not without reason.

Orchard Point, Fernridge Lake Jean Herlocker Co!Iecfion
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The name implies military and the
U.S. Corps of Engineers is, indeed,
commanded by the Chief of En-
gineers under the Secretary of the
Army.

In actuality, the corps is an army
of civilians headed by corps of en-
gineering officers. The Portland
U.S. Army Engineers District is
one of 42 in the corps engaged
exclusively in civil activities. Funds
are appropriated by Congress spe-
cifically for each project area.
Normally there are no more than
three military officers assigned to
any one district at any one time.

There are approximately 1300
civilian employees in the Portland
District. They are not all engineers.
There are economists, accountants,
landscape architects, digital com-
puter systems operators, attor-
neys, meteorological technicians,



Orchard Point, Fernridge Lake. Eugene Yacht Club across the lake.
Jean Herlocker Collection

journalists, biologists, real estate
appraisers, recreation planners,
reservoir managers, lockmasters,
river pilots, to name just a few.

* * *

The most important legislation
affecting Corps of Engineers recre-
ation activities was contained in
Section 207 of the 1962 Flood Con-
trol Act and in Public Law 89-72.

The 1962 Act established recrea-
tion as a potential primary goal.
That is, to the extent that recrea-
tional use of any Corps of U.S.
Engineers water resource projects
must be expressed as an economic
benefit as well to justify construc-
tion of the project.

The Federal Water Project Act
of 1965 provided a generous form-
ula by which the federal govern-
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ment would undertake to assume
up to 50% of the separable recrea-
tion costs of a project sponsored
and maintained by a local agency
on federal water project lands.

Recreation has become the main
arm of the Corps of Engineers.
Proof lies in Lane County alone.
Fern Ridge attracts over a million
visitors a year. Fern Ridge Lake is
one of the finest sailing areas in
the entire northwest and the only
completely land-locked lake in the
northwest.

The history of the corps is rich,
colorful and meaningful. In the
Oregon country itself, army en-
gineers have played a vital and
important role in the development
of the region with the dams out-
standing as lasting memorials to
the ingenuity of the corps.



According to the old saying, a
good name will wear out, a bad
name may be burned but a nick-
name lasts forever. If this were
true some of Oregon's towns would
have some yeasty names today.

The Willamette Valley of the
1850's bristled with nicknames.
Those tree-falling, stump-pulling,
seed-planting, road-building set-
tlers, given an opening, expressed
their opinions without any reserva-
tions or qualms in the most fittin.g
way they could devise. Some of
their expressions, especially the
nicknames, are still remembered,
some continue to be used up to the
present time.

There were names given with
affection and pride of course but
more often the names were sharp,
salty and sometimes tinged with
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strong political feelings, or out and
out simply derisive.

Even a nickname given in affec-
tionate teasing can be less than
tasty. Scanty Grease as Springfield
was once called is such a name.

Springfield which was settled by
Elias Briggs in 1849 grew fairly
rapidly when word spread that
Briggs was operating a new mill
there. Elias' wife, Bitsie, set up a
boarding house for the men. She
soon became a great favorite with
them and they liked her food and
listened patiently to her prattle.

One noon when they sat down
for their noon-day meal, Bitsie had
a tale of woe. That morning she
had started as usual to collect her
materials for making the weekly
batch of soap. She had the bucket
of ashes gathered from the daily

Eu9ene Yacht Club, Fernridge Lake Jean Herlocker Collection
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fires, the pail of water but where
was the grease? The pail on the
stoop outside the back door was
empty. The village dogs had raided
the pail of accumulated grease.

During the entire noon-day meal,
the men to their great amusement,
hiding their deep-down chuckles,
listened to Bitsie lament over and
over about the loss of the grease
as she wondered how she could
make soap without grease.

The story spread and the hamlet
became known as Scanty Grease.*
Later, when Briggs fenced in a
field on his land claim with a bub-
bling spring of water, the com-
munity became known as Spring-
field.

A nickname sometimes served to
blunt the edge of pure exaspera-
tion. Once Cottage Grove was
known by such a name, thanks to
a man called Hazeiton. Instead of
burning his slabs he tossed them to
one side. The pile grew and grew,
iose higher than the mill, fattened
out and spread until it completely
obstructed the road. Disgruntled
farmers forced to drive their
wagons around the stack of slabs
called the village Slab Town.

The Row River which divides
Cottage Grove was first known as
The Row. Neighbors on opposite
sides of the river quarreled so much
the river became known as the
Row.

For Edenvale, money matters
called forth a derisive name. It
seems that three men in Edenvale
were known to have money to lend.
But when a man from Pleasant Hill
visited the men and asked for a
loan, he was told that the money
was "all out." The would-be bor-
rower however felt the truth had
not all been told. With a sour grapes
a'ttitude, he returned to his home
empty-handed and reported that he

had just come from Poverty Bot-
tom.

A feud developed between the
two communities. Edenvale found
a chance to retaliate against Pleas-
ant Hill where the nickname of
Poverty Bottom had been glee-
fully adopted, when the sheep at
Pleasant Hill became diseased.
Edenvale called Elijah Bristow's
settlement Scab Hill.

Once upon a time there existed
on the Coast Fork bottom between
Creswell and Cottage Grove a
splendid trading post. Settlers'
chests expanded with pride for the
lush st o r e of Hamilton's. They
calld th trading post, Portland-on-
the-Coast-Fork. Today, on the site
of the one time trading post is the
little town of Saginaw.

In one case a name which tickled
the fancy of the settlers was re-
tained and is in use today. Accord-
ing to local Lane County legend,
an Indian and a white man were
traveling together from the coast
into the Willamette Valley but
they had only one horse between
them. In order to share the horse
equally, they used the "tie and
ride" method; one man would ride
the horse a distance ahead, then
tie it to a tree and proceed on foot.
When the other man would reach
the spot where the horse was tied,
he would in turn ride to a point
beyond his partner and then, too,
tie the horse and proceed on foot.

According to the legendary story,
the white man at one spot along
the Long Tom River double-crossed
his Indian partner and did not
stop to tie the horse and proceed
on foot. Instead, he continued on,
riding into Eugene City leaving his
partner to walk the long distance
remaining. When the Indian found
no horse tied to a tree waiting for
him, he made a marker commem-

*Versjons vary on origin of place names. See "Lane County Historical Society News-
letter," Sept.-Oct. 1974 and "Hiway Handbook," 1971, Inez Fortt, author.
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orating the spot where the horse
should have been found.

In Eugene City the Indian de-
scribed the location which he had
commemorated to all and sundry,
pointing to the white man and say-
ing, "Him no-tie, him no-tie." The
commemorated spot became known
as Notj and the name is still used
on Lane County maps today.

Eugene is unique in that it is
one place which was named by a
wife for her husband. Originally
called Ya-Po-Ah by the Indians who
used the butte for ceremonial oc-
casions, the little community
settled by early pioneers was re-
ferred to as "Skinner's Mudhole."
On January 8, 1850 i:t was called
Skinner's when the post office was
established with Eugene F. Skinner
as postmaster. Later, on January
8, 1853, the name was officially
changed to Eugene City in recogni-
tion of Eugene Skinner as the first
citizen to settle there.

According to legend, when asked
about a name for the little com-
munity called in turn Skinner's
Mudhloe and Skinner's, Mary Skin-
ner, wife of Eugene Skinner said,
"Why not call it Eugene City?

Crowbar Point, a rise near Oak-
ridge, was named for the many
crowbars driven into the rock to
prevent the road from sliding into
the river.

Gordon Rock, a I a r g e r o c k
lodged in the Middle Fork of the
Willamette River near present-day
Lowell was named for the pioneer
Gordon family who had aided in
the rescue of Martin Blanding of
the Lost Wagon Train of 1853 and
who was found near the Gordon
land claim according to family his-
tory.

Jasper was named in honor of
Jasper Hills, early pioneer settler
in the Oakridge country.*

Mount Misery is a small butte
south of Springfield at the juncture
of the Coast and Middle Forks of
the Willamette River. Abraham
Coryeli, early pioneer, settled at
the juncture, confident that a town
would one day be built there. One
night during a severe storm, three
men were caught on the opposite
side of the river from Coryell's
place. They called to him to row a
boat over to them on the opposite
side and rescue them. The river
was so swollen, Coryell felt that
he could not risk making the trip
across the rushing current. The
three men forced to spend the night
during the storm at the base of the
butte called it Mount Misery.

Mt. Piscah is a butte west of
Jasper and south of Pleasant Hill.
Elijah Bristow climbed the butte
one day and discovered that he was
enabled to see for miles over the
countryside. Reminded of Deuter-
onomy 34:1 "And Moses went up
from the plains of Noab onto the
mountain of Nebo, to the tip of
Piscah, that is over against Jerico,
and the Lord showed him all the
land."

One rock, Finn Rock, has aroused
considerable speculation. The rock
on McKenzie River not far from
Finn Creek is a peculiar formation,
resembling a shark's fin. Though
it is claimed it was not named
Finn Rock because of its resem-
blance to a shark's fin but was
named for Benjamin F. Finn, an
early settler, stories still abount.
One researcher a number of years
ago, insisted it had been named for
Huckleberry Finn, creation of
Mark Twain.

Scuffle Point across the river
from Trent was once called Rattle-
snake. It was located one quarter
of a mile from Jasper. When Elijah
Bristow, Levi Scott, Eugene Skin-

*Granddaughter of Jasper Hills is Hallie Hills Huntington, president of Lane County
Historical Society.
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ner and William Dodson, rode down
the river looking for a place to
settle, they arrived at a point on
the river. Finding it "too hard to
scuffle" to cross the point, they
forded the river to enter an area
which was to become Pleasant
Hill.

Rattlesnake Creek was named by
Elijah Bristow in pioneer days be-
cuse of the prevelance of rattle-
snakes in the area. A butte with
an elevation of 1374 feet east of
the south end of the stream was
called Rattlesnake Butte. A site on
Rattlesnake Creek where settlers
built homes and established a ham-
let was called Rattlesnake, later
to be renamed Trent.

Saddleback was once called South
America because from a point near
Goshen the shape of South America
can be plainly noted. The name
Saddleback with variations has
been used widely in Oregon; there
are Saddle Creek, Saddle Moun-
tain, Saddle Butte, etc.

Geographical features were often
used by early settlers as names or
nicknames to designate a certain
place. Barometer was a n ot h e r
name for Winberry Mountain. The
name was given to the mountain
because Indians used it as a barom-

FORMS FOR TESTAMENTARY GIFTS
Language to be used for bequests designating the Lane County

Historical Society (a tax exempt organization) as a beneficiary of your
Will:

"I devise to the Lane County Historical Society, a cor-
poration existing under the laws of the State of Oregon,
$ to be used for the benefit of the Lane
County Historical Society in such manner as its Board of
Directors may direct."

"I devise to the Lane County Historical Society, a cor-
poration existing under the laws of the State of Oregon,
$ - to constitute a permanent endowment
fund to be known as the
Fund. Such fund shall be kept invested by the Board of
Directors of the Lane County Historical Society, and the
annual income therefrom shall be used for the benfit of the
Lane County Historical Society in such a manner as its
Board of Directors may direct."
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eter for their weather predictions.
When the first snow appeared on
Winberry Mountain, the Indians
knew it was time to leave the Wil-
lamette Valley if they planned to
cross the Pass before winter set in.

Winberry Mountain a n d Win-
berry Creek: according to an Eu-
gene paper of February 23, 1895,
Mrs. J. Bigdon, daughter of Elijah
Bristow, first settler in Lane Coun-
ty, stated that the true orthography
of Winberry Creek which empties
into the Willamette River from the
north, a few miles above Lowell
varied widely.

Mrs. Bigclon wrote "On maps
and surveys the Creek is known as
Wimble Creek and by others it is
called Windbury or Winberry. The
Calapooia Indians to which tribe
the Pleasant Hill Indians belong,
called the stream Win-berry, the
name of the red huckleberry that
grows in the mountains and in the
bottom of the headwaters of our
rivers."

In conclusion, Mrs. Bigdon
warned, "It is important that abo-
riginal names of the natural divi-
sions of our country be retained
as far as possible . . ." However,
only a few of the Indian names
remain today.



McCredie Springs at Salt Creek after Christmas Flood of 1964
Willumette National Forest Collection
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