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IJijtorf f ihe eugene .jire Z'eparimeni
By Carl Below

Though fire was an ever present
danger in the small pioneer communi-
ties of the west in the 1860's, there was
little thought of the need of fire pro-
tection and fire prevention.

Eugene City was no exception.
It was not surprising as pioneer com-

munities were composed of hardy indi-
viduals dependent on themselves, re-
sponsible for their own welfare, their
families and their livelihood. Few com-
munities had developed into a civic
community with people working to-
gether for the common good.

In the fall of 1862 there was a
movement in Eugene City, a small
community of less than 1,200 people,
to become an incorporated municipal-
ity, a movement which was opposed by
many of the residents.

'Some of our citizens," wrote the
State Republican* on September 27,
1862, "are striving to have Eugene City
incorporated. Their reason for the move
is that they wish to banish the common
nuisance of hogs, grogshops from the
town. These are desirable objects but
we would suggest that the whiskey
shops could be abolished by cutting
off the southern portion of this pre-
cinct, which extends way out into Af-
rida and was attached to this precinct
for the sole purpose of sustaining these
drinking holes. This can be done with-
out any expense to the town, and, as
it would have a large majority opposed
to granting licenses, that object would
be accomplished. And as to maintain-
ing a city government merely to get rid
of a few old sows that might peram-
bulate the streets, that would be a very

expensive way of accomplishing a small
amount of good.

"The amount which would be ex-
pended for a couple of years to come
in sustaining a city government, such
as will increase the business facilities
of the place and attract a wealth and
population competent to sustain city
government [cannot be accomplished]
without oppressing the citizens with
heavy taxes. No good citizen would
complain of paying heavy taxes for a
public benefit which the prosperity of
the county demands; but when the tax
is certain to be much larger than the
amount of good to be derived from it,
as in the present case, there is room
for objection. There are always per-
sons in every little village anxious to
make it a city, and they are usually
successful in getting the town incor-
porated before they have half enough
population or wealth to maintain a
city government.

"The consequence is, the taxes are
so very high within the city limits that
people are deterred from coming in
on that account and the growth and
prosperity of the town are seriously
retarded."

Notwithstanding these cynical re-
marks, the town of Eugene City was
duly incorporated by an Act of the
State of Oregon which approved in-
corporation of Eugene City on Oc-
tober 17, 1862.

But there it remained for two years.
The Act to incorporate the City of
Eugene was not approved by the citi-
zens until two years later, on October
22, 1864, by a vote of twenty-seven to
one.

*A. G Walling: "Illustrated History of Lane County," 1884, pp. 393-94.
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Though the city had a population
of over 1,200* the citizens evidently
took little interest in civic affairs as
the small vote turn-out would indicate.
On November 14th of that same year,
a charter was adopted.

Not yet had there been any discus-
sion of fire protection or fire preven-
tion.

The citizens of the newly incorpo-
rated city gave little thought to the
need for fire protection and fire fight-
ing. Fires were prevalent and frequent
but it was not until 1867 that a fire
was first recorded.

It was on November 26, 1867, the
first fire to be recorded was described.
The fire was at the southwest corner of
the C. H. Moses jewelry store on Wil-
lamette Street. It was not a bad fire
and the damage was considered insig-
nificant. But from evidence obtained
at the time of the fire, small as it was,
it was discovered the fire had been
caused by arson.

There were several small fires during
the next two years, but none was of
any consequence. However o n t h e
night of March 14, 1869, Eugene City
was to record the first deaths due to
fires. Between the hours of 2:00 and
3:00 a.m. Joseph Stevenson awoke to
the smell of smoke in the house. He
awakened his wife and told her to run
upstairs and awaken the children, then
help them out of the window onto a
porch that ran along the side of the
house, and he would go outside and
receive them as she helped each child
out of the window to safety.

Mrs. Stevenson rushed to the up-
stairs where she awakened her seven
year old and helped him out of the
window. When she returned to get

the other children the flames of the
fire together with the heat and smoke
drove her from the burning house.
Three of the Stevenson children, their
ages, one, three and five, all perished
in the raging fire as the house burned to
the ground. Mrs. Stevenson was so
severely burned she died the next day
after lingering in intense agony for
about twenty-four hours.

In the wake of the terrible tragedy
of the Stevenson family, the first talk
of the need for a fire department began
to make the rounds in Eugene City.

On April the 3rd, 1872, three years
later, the first fire department was for-
mally organized in Eugene City. It
was called the Eugene Hook and Lad-
der Company No. 1. It was composed
of seven volunteers from the towns-
people, George W. Kinsey, K. W.
Poindexter, Richard Rush, Benjamin
Rush, G. W. Flick, Jefferson Smith
and George Larkin.

Though service in the small fire de-
partment was entirely voluntary, the
seven men who made up the Eugene
Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 an-
swered calls at all hours of the day
and night regardless of where they
were or what they were doing. There
was no payment for their services, the
men gave of their time and their help
free of any charge.

But the city found ways to show its
appreciation to the volunteer firemen
in various ways. All men who served
in the Eugene Hook and Ladder Com-
pany No. 1 for at least seven years
were given an "Exempt Certificate"i
The Exempt Certificate indicated that
after a service of seven years, volunteer
firemen were no longer required to
serve jury duty, pay poil tax or road

*U.S. Census, 1860; Population of Eugene City, 1,178.
fSeveral "Exempt Certificates" are on display at the Lane County Pioneer Museum.
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tax. Today, the only one of these ex-
emptions still in force for men in fire
service is the exemption from jury duty.

No tax money was used to establish
or to equip the first fire department.
Equipment was sorely needed in the
newly organized department. Money
was raised by means of donations from
local businesses and from private citi-
zens. Additional money also came from
the fire department itself, collected
from fines levied by the men on them
selves.

The volunteer firemen established
certain rules for themselves which every
fireman had to follow or he would be
fined. One of the department rules
stated that any member of the fire
department, if in town, must answer
the first bell or pay a fine of $1.00.

The number of volunteers on call
grew quickly. In Eugene City with a
population of over 1,200 people with
not more than two hundred families,
the group of volunteers in the new
fire department, the Eugene Hook and
Ladder Company No. 1, soon grew in
,iumber to between thirty-five and
fifty members.

The first truck" for the newly
formed fire department was a long,
home-made, hand-drawn wagon truck
built by George Larkin, a volunteer
fireman and pioneer blacksmith. A long
rail ran along each side of the truck
from which hung the leather water
buckets. The city contributed fifty dol-
lars for the purchase of leather hel-
mets for the firemen but the volunteer
firemen paid for the balance of the
equipment and for the remainder of
the expenses of the department.

Water to fight the fires was taken
from hand pumps and the watering
troughs which ran along the streets at
intervals for horses. The men car-
ried all water used in fighting fires in
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the leather buckets to the fire by
means of a bucket brigade; in a bucket
brigade the buckets of water are filled
by firemen from the hand pumps or
the watering troughs and then passed
along a line from man to man to the
fire chief himself who tossed the buck-
ets of water on the often roaring fires.
Empty buckets were usually 'run" back
to the hand pumps or watering trough
by other volunteers, often townspeople
quickly gathered at the fire.

This type of arrangement for fire
fighting served only the immediate
pressing needs and the people of Eu-
gene City soon realized that fire-fight-
ing had to be improved, that fighting
fires with leather buckets, bucket bri-
gades and inadequate home made equip-
ment could not meet the needs of a
growing city. On June 12, 1882, a
special committee of three council mem-
bers was appointed to select and pur-
chase a hand engine, hose cart and
hose for the fire department at a cost
not to exceed $2,500.

The new button hand engine, hose
cart and five hundred feet of hose
arrived in Eugene City December 2,
1882. The cost of the three pieces of
equipment including freight came to
$2,510. The extra charge of $10.00
was paid by the council members
themselves.

On December 2, 1882 on the day
of the arrival of the new fire equip-
ment, the second company of the fire
department was formed. It was called
the Eugene Engine Company No. 1

and was organized with a membership
of twenty-eight men. It was also a
company of volunteers that worked in
conjunction with the Hook and Lad-
der Company No. 1. At a fire the En-
gine Company would pump the water
while the Hook and Ladder Company
was scaling the burning building.



The arrangement set up by the two
companies worked so well that on
April 9, 1883, Mayor Thomas G.
Hendricks m ad e the following an-
nouncement about the fire department's
newly formed Engine Company in his
annual message to the council. "We
have expended during the year around
$2,600 in the purchase of a button
hand engine which does good work and
has proved itself well worth the money
paid for it. The engine has been placed
in the hands of the newly formed
Eugene City Engine Company No. I
which has already proven itself equal
to any emergency and as a result
there is a feeling of comparative secur-
ity against possible fires that did not
formerly exist."

Also, in 1883, the Eugene City
Council agreed to build and maintain
a cistern for water at the intersection
of 8th Avenue and Oak Street with a
sufficient capacity of water to be used
in case the county building would get
on fire at any time. This practice was
soon followed throughout the rest of
the city. The various cisterns were
built at the center of different inter-
sections and had heavy wooden covers
so the wagons and the horses would
not be in any danger of falling through
into the cisterns.

The first fire station was built some
time later near where the old public
market stood on east 8th Avenue, in
the general direction where today the
old clock stands in the county park
blocks.

During the 1880's and the 1890's,
three additional hose carts were pur-
chased by the city with donations of
money. Also, four hose stations were
built. The main hose station was located
at the City Hall at 8th Avenue and

Park Street. The other three hose sta-
tions were located on Lawrence Aye-
enue between 5th and 6th Avenues,
another on East 11th Avenue between
Patterson and Ferry Streets, and the
fourth or last one located at the corner
of 14th Avenue and Columbia Street.

The hose carts* were all hand-drawn.
The firemen would run, pulling the
carts down the muddy streets while
the chief or captain would run ahead
and yell through a bugle telling the
people to make way for the fire depart-
ment. When the firemen got to the
scene of the fire someone else would
have to fight the blazing fire as the
firemen were two exhausted them-
selves from pulling the heavy equip-
ment to the fire.

Each of the hose stations had a bell
in the tower to call the volunteer fire-
men as well as announce to the fire-
men and the townspeople the location
of the fire. One ring on the firehouse
bell meant the fire was in the down-
town area, two rings meant the south
part of the town, three rings meant
the west part of town and four rings
meant the east part and where the
University of Oregon was located.

There was no alarm system whereby
townspeople could turn in a fire alarm.
The only way the people of the town
could turn in a fire alarm was to yell
"Fire! Fire! Fire!" while running down
the streets to the nearest fire station
in order to ring the large brass bell
which would announce the fire, its
location and call the firemen and towns-
people to the fire.

Almost instantly firemen and towns-
people would gather, pull the hose
carts out from the fire station and
pulling them as fast as possible with ad-
ditional help from townspeople often

*One of the original hose carts is on display at the Lane County Pioneer Museum.
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Horse-Drawn Fire Wagon. Eugene. 1905

pushing as well, the volunteer fire
department was on its way to fight the
blaze.

Finally in 1905, horses were acquired
by the fire department. The City of
Eugene bought two horses with tax
money, these horses were the first mu-
nicipally purchased and city-owned
horses in Eugene.

The fire department men named the
two horses Pete and Jerry. Under the
skillful and patient direction of volun-
teer Fire Chief Charlie Croner, the
horses became very well trained. The
horses were kept in a stall at the rear
of the fire station and when the fire
bell was rung the firemen would open
the stalls and the horses would auto-
matically move to their proper stands
at the head of the fire equipment. The
harnesses for the horses were kept
suspended by ropes over their posi-
tions, so that when the fire bell rang
all that needed to be done was to re-
lease the ropes and the harnesses would
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Courtesy Lane County Pioneer Museum

fall on the horses. Then all that was
needed was to buckle the horses and
the rig was ready to answer the alarm.

Sometimes, answering the fire alarm
could be very dangerous for the horses.
One time while the horses were answer-
ing an alarm, they slipped on the
muddy streets at the corner of 8th Av-
enue and 0 ii v e Street and went
through a plate glass window at a
nearby store. One of the horses was so
badly injured and cut it had to be
destroyed.

Also, in 1905 the Eugene Fire De-
partment acquired its first paid mem-
Ler through the hiring of a full-time
fire warden. A part-time fire warden
had served, who, along with the volun-
teer fire chief inspected business build-
ings for fire hazards. The part-time
fire warden had been appointed by the
City Council from among the members
of the volunteer fire department.

In 1913 the first gas-driven fire truck
was purchased. It was one of two of its



kind that had ever been built. The fire
department in Oakland, California, re-
ceived the other gas-driven truck. This
first truck was a Nott, a combination
ladder, pumps and hose truck. It was
built by the Nott Fire Engine Company
of Minneapolis, Minnesota and was
shipped to Eugene by rail.

The gas-driven truck was 12 1/2 feet
high and had a 40 foot extension lad-
der on top. The arrangement of the
ladder on top made it so tall it could
not go through the doors of the fire
station so the fire department person-
nel made a rack and put the ladders
on the side of the truck.

Even though this gas-driven truck
was considered to be the latest in fire-
fighting equipment available at the

Horse-Drawn Fire Wa9on (Ca 1905)
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time, the firemen in the fire station did
not place full confidence in it or the
new equipment. Because of this lack
of confidence in the new fire-fighting
equipment the men kept the horses on
hand as a reserve until 1915 when the
fire department went on a completely
motorized basis.

This lack of confidence in the gas-
driven truck proved to become a re-
ality. The gas-driven truck failed a
number of times and the truck had to
have a new motor twice during the
first three years.

The gas-driven truck was finally
traded in on other equipment and with-
out any regrets from the firemen or the
fire department. No one had ever liked
the new piece of equipment, especially



the men who were constantly trying
to repair the equipment and keep it
operable in case of need.

As the years passed the fire equip-
ment changed as new equipment de-
veloped with greater efficiency and
speed. Fire stations increased in num-
ber as the population of Eugene grew.
All equipment became motorized and
mechanized. Firemen were no longer
volunteers but became paid employees
of the City of Eugene. All firemen
were well trained as they all entered
into a long period of training before
they were allowed to answer any fire
alarms or become fire-fighters.

The Eugene Fire Department has
fought many fires during its one hun-
dred and three years of service to the
citizens of Eugene. Described here are
several of the more tragic fires in
terms of lives lost and value of prop-
erties burned. But always in every fire
and especially in the large ones lies
the potential danger of fire to the city
itself.

On November 25, 1909 occurred
the "Great Fire," so called by many
old-time Eugene citizens because of the
wave of destruction that swept over
much of the city and could have wiped
out the entire down-town area.

November 25, 1909 started out like
any other day in Eugene. Morning
cloudiness gave way to sunshine at
noon and a brisk westerly wind started
blowing about 1:00 p.m. Merchants
and shoppers alike were relaxed, had
no reason to believe the day would
not end with the same humdrum quie-
tude of any other day. Eugeneans had
less reason to believe the brisk wind
would play a destructive part in spread-
ing far and wide one of the largest
and most frightening fires in the history
of the city.

Before the fire ran its course it des-
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troyed the Bangs Livery and Stage
Company which was located near West
9th Avenue, now Broadway, and Wil-
lamette Street. The big barn with ten
tons of hay stored in the stable burned
first, sparks from the fire ignited the
roof of the old Christian Church lo-
cated at Ninth Avenue and Pearl Street,
damaged the roof of the Oregon Jour-
nal located next to the church and set
several small fires in dozens of other
nearby buildings.

The fire had started in the hay loft
of the Bangs barn which occupied
nearly a quarater of a block and in
minutes b e c a m e a blazing inferno,
spread to the Christian Church, then
to the Oregon Journal roof and on and
on. As the huge barn became a raging
spreading blaze, the one hundred and
twenty horses in the stable were mir-
aculously saved even though several of
the horses tried to run back into the
burning structure.

There were many more costly fires
later but none had greater potential
for destruction for the entire downtown
area of Eugene than the conflagration
of 1909.

The most disastrous fire in terms of
lives lost occurred on December 7th,
1922 at the home of Iver Johnson who
lived at 1381 West 8th Avenue in
Eugene.

A number of relatives and friends
had gathered at the Johnson home for
a parry. The heating stove in the parlor
had died down and the room had be-
come a little chilly. Mrs. Johnson
placed more wood on the dying fire in
the stove and reached for a can of
kerosene to give the fire a little boost
so it would get started again. It was
a common procedure to use kerosene
to start a fire or boost a fire in homes
where stoves were used for heating the
house and for cooking the meals. A





Motorized Fire Truck
Courtesy Lane County P oneer Museum



fire would start up quickly if fed with
kerosene instead of slowly feeding a
dying fire with wood chips, etc.

But Mrs. Johnson did not check
the can which she picked up to spark
the fire into life again. No sooner had
the fuel touched the smouldering fire
than there was a tremendous explosion
that sent a roaring burning fuel out
into the room and immediately spread
throughout the house. The entire par-
lor itself turned into a raging burning
holocaust within seconds.

The fuel used by Mrs. Johnson to
start the fire was gasoline and when it
hit the smoldering fire in the stove
exploded.

Mrs. Johnson and six of her chil-
dren aged two to six years were burned
to death. Mr. Johnson and the one-
year old son whom Mr. Johnson was
holding at the time of the explosion
together with two of the guests, Mr.
and Mrs. James Church escaped but
were seriously burned.

Within minutes the Johnson house
burned to the ground.

Mr. Johnson later told the firefight-
ers in the Eugene Fire Department
there had been two cans of fuel in the
house. One contained gasoline and the
other, kerosene. He said Mrs. Johnson
must have grabbed the container of
gasoline by mistake in her hurry to
get the fire started and did not notice
the two cans of fuel and that it was
the can of gasoline which must have
been used which caused the explosion
and fire.

One fire which caused a great money
loss occurred on Tuesday, August 28,
1962 when the Big "Y" burned. On
that evening about 8:12 pm. a passer-
by ran into Mayfair Market at the Big
"Y" shopping center and announced
to one of the cashier-clerks that the
roof was on fire.
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At first everyone in the store thought
the man was joking. The announce-
ment was unbelieveable. They were
soon to find out otherwise.

As soon as the fire was verified an
alarm was sent out. It arrived at 8:15
at the fire department's dispatcher's
office. Three minutes later, at 8:18
p.m., the battalion chief on duty called
out a general alarm, calling all off-
duty firemen to report at once.

The fire had started in a large open
attic over the Mayfair Supermarket
where it broke through the roof. The
fire spread so rapidly that it became a
raging conflagration within minutes.
The firemen fought hard but were un-
able to check the fire or stop it from
spreading.

Soon, seventy-five Eugene firemen
were battling the blaze while units
from Springfield, Irving and Santa
Clara sent equipment to stand by and
protect the rest of the city.

Before the b 1 a z i n g fire ran its
course the immense building at 2175
W. Seventh Avenue which housed the
Mayfair Super-Market, a barber shop,
the state liquor store and several other
small stores as well were burned. The
fire loss damages were estimated at
$750,000.

The fire which caused the largest
money loss occurred at 9:54 p.m. on
Friday night, June 13th, 1975 at Clear
Lake School at 4646 Barger Drive in
the Bethel-Danebo district of northwest
Eugene.

Gregory Jones had been playing ball
at nearby Shasta Field and saw smoke
coming out from the rear of the school.
He broke a window to get into the
school in order to report the fire. He
was not aware that the fire alarm in
the school were school fire alarms only
and were not connected directly to the
fire department. The alarms were de-
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Motorized Equipment, 1915
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signed only to warn people in the
school itself. At about the same time
the fire department received a call that
there was a fire at the school.

When the first fire trucks arrived the
fire had progressed to such intensity
that it was causing the windows to
break at the rear of the building.

The battalion chief, James Clark,
who was on duty called a second alarm
as soon as he arrived. Soon, thereafter,
a third alarm was called to get more
men to fight the stubborn blaze. In all
ten pumpers and two ladder trucks bat-
tled the fire for over two hours before
being able to bring it under control.
Many fire fighters and several pieces
of equipment remained at the fire
scene throughout the night, continuing
to wet down what remained of the
school. The Springfield Fire Depart-
ment sent one pumper to stand by in
case Eugene had another fire.

An electrical short circuit in a por-
tion of conduit in the wall at ceiling
level at the south end of the school
was identified as the cause of the fire.

The blaze destroyed the school com-
pletely, causing an estimated loss of
$1,000,000, the largest loss of any fire
in the history of Eugene.

The school had been built in 1951
and housed 450 students. The school,
one of five elementary schools in the
Bethel school district had no sprinkler
system or fire detection system. The fire
gained entry into an attic area over
the school and ran the full length of
the building while fire fighters battled
the flames from above and below.

Death has struck the ranks of the
Eugene Fire Department twice in one
hundred and three years of service to
the community. The first of these tragic
events when a fireman died in line of
duty was on Thanksgiving Eve, No-
vember 20, 1922. Fire fighters were
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enroute to a fire near the present Uni-
versity of Oregon Physical Plant when
a train hit the fire truck. Fire fighter
Rex Reed was killed and Fire Chief
Billy Nusbaum received a knee injury
that left him in pain for the remainder
of his life. The fire truck was so badly
damaged it had to be scrapped.

Even though the fire-fighting fire-

men knew one of their comrades had
been killed on the way to the fire and
that their fire chief was seriously in-
jured, they reported with another truck
and continued fighting the fire until the
blaze was extinguished.

Death in the line of duty again struck
the Eugene Fire Department on the
evening of October 11, 1966, when
Leland R. Christenson died of a heart
attack while fighting a fire and Harold
L. Buckle was killed when a concrete
cornice fell on him while fighting a
general alarm fire that destroyed the
Kendall Ford Motor Company building
in downtown Eugene.

FIRE CHIEFS OF THE
EUGENE FIRE DEPARTMENT
The history of the Eugene Fire De-

partment also lies in the lives of the
fire chiefs who have served the depart-
ment from early volunteer fire chiefs
to the present day highly professional
fire chiefs who are well trained and
usually the best in their field.

William E. 'Billy' Nusbaum was ap-
pointed as the first paid fire chief of a
growing pioneer city. He had joined
the fire department as a volunteer fire-
man. When the fire department began
using hand-drawn fire-fighting equip-
ment in 1909 he trained the horses and
became a relief driver. Billy Nusbaum
thoroughly enjoyed training the fire
horses and seemed to have a special
love for the job and the horses.



Billy Nusbaum joined the lire de-
partment on a full-time basis as a paid
fireman on January 1, 1912 and was
made a chief on June 1, 1915 and ex-
cept for ten months of service in World
War I, he served in the capacity of
fire chief until his retirement on July
1, 1947. He put in forty-four and a
half years of service with the fire de-
partment, thirty-two and a half of those
years he served as fire chief.

Chief Nusbaum led the department
through a period of tremendous growth
during the forty-four and a half years
of service. At the time of his retire-
ment in 1947, the department had forty
paid firemen in its service. During his
period of service a new city hail was
acquired in 1916 at the corner of West
Eleventh Avenue and Willamette St.
which also housed the main fire depart-
ment fire station. This building served
the needs of the City Hall depart-
ments and the fire department until
1964 when it was replaced with the
present-day City Hall on Pearl Street
and East Eighth Avenue and which also
contains the fire department and the
police station.

In 1947 upon the retirement of
Chief "Billy" Nusbaum, the second
fire chief, Edmund L. Surf us was ap-
pointed. Mr. Surfus was not a member
of the Eugene Fire Department before
he was appointed the chief. Before be-
coming the chief of the Eugene Fire
Department Mr. Surfus had been Fire
Chief at Oregon City and Fire Chief
of the Port of Portland Fire Depart-
ment which at that time was separate
from the Portland Fire Department.
Just prior to coming to Eugene Mr.
Surfus worked for the Nelson Equip-
ment Company in Portland where he
sold Seagrave fire equipment.

In 1956, Chief Surfus resigned
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amidst a growing controversy o v e r
work hours. The fire-fighters wanted
to reduce their work week from sev-
enty-two hours to fifty-six hours. Chief
Surf us did not feel it was the proper
time for such a change. As a result of
the apparently insoluble controversy,
he resigned as fire chief.

On September 21, 1956, Ellsworth
Lee Smith was appointed Eugene Fire
Chief to succeed Mr. Surfus. The new
chief, E. L. Smith came to Eugene with
high recommendations. He had been
Fire Chief of the Salem Fire Depart-
ment for two years prior to coming to
Eugene. Chief Smith started with the
Salem Fire Department on January 6,
1925 at the age of eighteen. He slowly
worked his way through the ranks of
the Salem Fire Department as he was
promoted from one position to another,
to Fire Captain in 1947. Two years
later in 1949, he was promoted to Bat-
talion Chief and in 1952 Ellsworth Lee
Smith was promoted to Assistant Fire
Chief in Salem and in 1954 was made
Fire Chief.

When the opportunity arose to be-
come Fire Chief of Eugene, Smith was
in the position of being able to retire
from the Salem Fire Department be-
cause of his many years of service or
at the same time move to the position
of Chief of the second largest city in
the State of Oregon, the city of Eugene.

Under Chief Smith's expert guidance
the Eugene Fire Department has made
great progress in providing better fire
protection for the citizens of Eugene.
In 1960 after many hours of training
and hard work, the Eugene Fire Depart-
ment received for the city the coveted
Class Three Fire Protection Rating.
This rating is for fire insurance pur-
poses and sets the rate charge for fire
insurance. The Class Three rating re-



suited in quite a saving to the citizens
of Eugene in fire insurance costs over
the years.

Also, Eugene is the smallest city in
the nation with a Class Three rating.
Only about a dozen larger cities share
such a rating. Under Chief Smith's
leadership the training of the Eugene
Fire Department firemen has become
one of the best in the state with many
of the smaller fire departments in city
communities sending their men to Eu-
gene for training and guidance. The
manpower under Smith's leadership in-
creased from about seventy men in
1956 to the present one hundred and
forty-five fire fighters.

Ellsworth Lee Smith retired as Chief
of the Eugene Fire Department on
February 1, 1972 after fifteen years as
Chief. In all, Chief Smith gave more
than forty-seven years of service in fire
fighting in the State of Oregon, thirty-
two years in Salem and fifteen years
as Eugene's third fire chief.

The fourth fire chief of the Eugene
Fire Department was Everett G. Hall
who was appointed in April of 1972.
Chief Hall started his fire fighting
career in August of 1948 and has been
with the Eugene Department the entire
time. He started as a fire fighter, riding
the tail board and soon moved up
through the ranks until he was named
Battalion Chief in 1958.

Chief Hall received a city commend-
ation for his special service during the
Eugene Hotel fire of that year.

Chief Hall was born and raised in
Eugene and was graduated from the
old Eugene High School in 1944. Dur-
ing World War II he served with the
infantry in the U.S. Army and was dis-
charged in 1945 at the end of the war.

The Chief with his wife Shirley and
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their children live in the River Road
area north of Eugene.

* * *

Not everyone is aware what a good
fire department can mean to a city. It
can mean not only good fire protection
and fire prevention which represent
savings in lives and buildings but also
savings in insurance rates to the people.

In 1972 figures were compiled on in-
surance ratings as a result of the Class
3 rating, or, what the ratings can
mean in insurance costs. For example,
a homeowner in a Class 3 coverage
area would pay $16.45 per $10,000
value while a homeowner in a Class 10
region which has no fire department
would pay $82.00 per $10,000 value.
However, the fire department is sup-
ported by property taxes, its budget in
1972 was $2,132,471.

In addition to answering fire alarms,
the Eugene Fire Department has a
long history of service to the people
of Eugene. Each of the fire trucks car-
ries a resuscitation unit with oxygen
and firemen trained in first aid proced-
ures. Firemen have responded to calls
where a resident has had a heart at-
tack and they administer oxygen and
first aid while an ambulance is on the
way. At times firemen have ridden with
the ambulance crews to the hospital,
administering aid on the way.

Eugene firemen are active in public
relations and participate in city events.
One of several activities has been the
annual Emerald Empire Roundup which
was started in 1953 by the Eugene Fire
Department and the Eugene Police De-
partment. The first roundup was held
on August 15-16 of that year. Off-
duty firemen built the bucking chutes
that are still in use.

The Roundup was such a huge suc-
cess it had to be turned over later to
the Junior Chamber of Commerce be-





cause it grew too large for Eugene fire-
men and policemen to handle.

The Eugene Fire Department has
come a long way since its humble be-
ginnings with its home-built hand-
drawn truck. Today the department
has eight fire stations, 165 men, two
ladder companies with a third to be
delivered in a few months. It has one
fire alarm maintenance truck, two panel
trucks, one pickup, nine automobiles
and one Go-Trac" at the airport, all
fully equipped.

The fire department has a fire alarm
system which consists of 148 street
corner alarm boxes, approximately 85,-
000 feet of fire hose and 1691 city-
owned fire hydrants.

Of the 165 members of the fire de-
partment, 138 are assigned to fire-
fighting duties, eight chief officers, one
training instructor, ten inspectors, four
mechanics and three secretaries.

Fire fighting today is the third most
hazardous occupation in the United
States as far as deaths in the line of
duty are concerned. In 1973, the last
year in which statistics are available,
69 fire fighters per 100,000 were killed
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in the line of duty; Mining-quarrying
led the list with 117 per 100,000 fol-
lowed by constrution which had 71
per 100,000.

However, fire-fighting led the list in
injuries received by firemen while fight-
ing fires. During 1973 the ratio of in-
juries was 47.9 injuries per 100. The
record allows the fire fighter only
slightly better than a 50-50 chance of
making it through the year without
being injured in the line of duty.

Such facts alone could be enough
to frighten men from becoming fire
fighters. However, through the leader-
ship of wise and able men the Eugene
Fire Department, with its long train-
ing period, has prepared men to fight
fires and meet emergencies and has con-
tinued to grow and expand its services.

Fire figring is an ever-present chal-
lenge to firemen. Is there any other
occupation where a man enters a burn-
ing building to risk his life to save
other lives and properties while people
are fleeing for their lives.

So it is that Eugene firemen will con-
tinue to watch over the city.
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