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OREGON CITY,
June 15, I

The Thirteenth Annual Re-union of the Oregon Pioneer As-
sociation was held at the Pavilion near Oregon City, on the 5th

day of June, 1885.
The officers of the Association present were:
J. T. Apperson, President.
J. W. Grim, Vice'President.
R. P. Earhart, Secretary.
J. M. Bacon, Treasurer.
B. M. Waite, F. X. Mathieu, Medorum Crawford and F. R.

Smith, Directors.

The rain continued to fall until eleven o'clock, and the
trains and boats brought only tens, whereas if the weather had
been pleasant, they would have brought hundreds. Those that
come, however, were so delighted with the welcome that the cit-
izens gave them and the fine grounds prepared, that they voted
to come again next year. At about eleven o'clock Col. W. L.
White, Chief Marshal, formed the procession, and after march-

ing through Main street, headed by the Oregon City brass band,
proceeded to Falls City Park, followed by the citizens of this
county. The pavilion had been well prepared with seats, and
after all were seated, the President called the assembly to order.
The band played "Auld Lang Sync."

Then the audience arose and Rev. G. H. Atkinson, D. D., de-
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4 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL RE-UNION.

livered an eloquent and fervent prayer. He thanked the Cre-
ator for the fair land that was preserved to the American nation
by the efforts of the hardy and God-fearing men and women who
braved the hardships and perils attending the long journey across
the plains, and who patiently waited in the wilderness for the
coming of the flag they loved so well. He also praised God for
the provisional though republican government that was early given
to those adventurous men and women, and for the present gov-
ernment and its attendant advantages, and in conclusion invoked
a continuance of the manifold blessings that had been showered
upon the people of the Pacific coast.



TEE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Mr. J. T. Apperson, president of the association, then delivered
the opening address, as follows:

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE PIoNEER AssoclArroN oF OREGON, AND
Faiws.On this, the thirteenth annual re-union of this association, it is
with great pleasure we welcome you to this placea place made memorable
from the fact that here was organized the provisional government in 1845.
This place was the capital of the vast territory then known as Oregon. It
was also the capital of the territorial government under the general govern-
ment of the United States for several years. Here, you who in early days
encountered the dangers and difficulties incident to a trip across the great
American continent, were received and congratulated by those who had pre-
ceded you, upon your safe arrival "the plains across."

Each, as you westward turned and bid adieu to relatives, friends and the
associations of early life, looked anxiously forward to the time when this
place should be reached, and as day aftr day, week after week and mouth
after month you continued your journey surrounded by great dangers and
many privations, you anxiously anticipated the time when this place
should be reached and those dangers and privations shonld be over.

It seems to me that this meeting iu Oregon City would revive in the
minds of pioneers many events and incidents that were almost faded from
your minds, in the lapse of time since your arrival at this place. While here
calling to mind those events and associations incident to the early settle-
ment of this vast territory, you will contrast in your minds the great changes
that have taken place. Still the great changes that have or may take place,
will never drive from your memory while life lasts the scenes and incidents
that you, my pioneer friends, encountered many years long since past.

Time is calling from our midst many of those with whom we were ac-
quainted and associated. We miss many who one year ago were with us.

reminds us of the tact that we, the pioneers of Oregon, will have in a
few more years all passed away.
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The great number of our members who during the past year have been
gathered from among us, never again to be met in our re-unions on earth,
bring sad and melancholy reflections. Let us treasure up and cherish those
names, not only in our hearts, but upon the pages of the history of this
association.

We feel thankful that it is our privilege to meet with you on this day, and
on belalf of the good people of this place extend a welcome to you, the
pioneers of Oregon, and our friends. We trust this may be a pleasant
meeting for all. May it be cherished in our memory as one of the pleasant-
est and happiest annual re-unions of our members, and our friends. I bid
you all welcome.
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BY ]i. L. EAS'XHAM, ESQ.

Mr. E. L. Eastham, of Oregon City, who delivered the oc-

casional address, was then introduced to the association, and

spoke as follows:
MR. PRESIDENT AND LADIEs AND GENTLEMENThe pioneers of civiliza-

tion have in ll ages been too modest to sing the story of their own achiev-

inents, or to claim the honors and rewards so justly their due. But the

sweet sentiment of fraternity is a flower that pilgrims have ever loved to

cultivate. Doubtless the perils and unspeakable privations endured by the

children of Israel in their wandering emigration from Egypt to Canaan

served in large part to bind them and their descendants together for many

generations; and it pleases the imagination to believe that the memories and

traditions of that journey of journeys have been religiously treasured and

handed down from generation to generation, and have served to knit to-

gether in bonds of enduring brotherhood a race of men, in all else like other

men, whose spirit of universal fraternization among themselves continuing

for many centuries is even to this day a matter of profound wonderment and

admiration to all other civiliz-d races. The crusaders long preserved the

traditions of their journeyings and their dangers, their successes and dire

defeats; and for generations their descendants kept alive the orders and or-

ganizations and the chivalrous spirit that were born to their ancestors and

grew to living strength on a thousand battle-fields with Turk and Saracen,
and through years of journeying in the land of the far east. Even to this

day mny of the tribes now enrolled under the national banner of the great

white Czar proudly remember and boastfully repeat the story of that emi-

gration invasion of their ancestors upon imperial Rome, which resulted in

the dismemberment of the greatest empire known to history. And so the

Oregon pioneers feel their hearts drawn togother by memories of untold

privations and countless dangers endured standing faithfully together,
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shoulder to shoulder, in an argonautic expedition of so long ago that of the
travelers none are now young and hundreds are known no more save to
shining memory. And the sentiments of fellowship and fraternity these re-
unions are primarily intended to cultivate and renew, may well be supple-
mented by proud remembrance of grand results, the hard-won fruits of their
bitter toil.

These later argonauts have fallen lately into a long disused custom of
getting together around an improvised camp-fire and having an old-time
friend'y visit. You may remember that for many of the first years o pio-
neer life in Oregon every man's latch-string was always out; and the fash-
ion of continual visiting kept green the memory of their emigrant experi-
ences. In those days, men's wants 'were simple and easily supplied, and
contrary to the usual order of things, leisure and plenty went merrily hand-
in-hand.

But later on, the country came to be more civilized, and with increasing
wants and decreasing leisure it came also to be far less neighborly and fra-
ternal. We had about lost our reputation for being the most hospitable of
communities when somebody proposed to make up for lost time, and to
have all the old-time barn-raisings, and long visits with the ox team for the
whole year in one, and to call it a pioneer re-union.

The idea was carried out; and let us hope that the pioneer re-union will,
in its turn, while rejuvenating the memories of the trip across the plains,
serve also to recall the less selfish and more neighborly customs of the early
days in the backwoods of Oregon.

But the pioneers of the far west will get food for the soul at these meet-
ings, and will renew their youth in discussion of the adventures of the early
daysadventures which in those days of active youth and high hope served
for little more than to whet their appetites for the feast of untrammeled ac-
tion and glorious excitement theyor many of themhad long looked for-
ward to; but which adventures now, after the lapse of many years passed in
uneventful quiet, loom up in the distant past assuming, even in their eyes,
somewhat of the splendid proportions lang since discovered by their far off
kinsmen across the continent.

For, whatever the object of that wonderful journey of 2,S00 miles among
hostile tribes, across unexplored plains, under the desert sun, among snow-
capped peaks of the highest mountain ranges on the continent, it is not to
be denied that these pioneers of civilization in the far west, both in their
personal achievments, and in the results obtained, are fairly entitled to 1e-
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gard their exploits proudly as does the soldier who bivoucke the night after
the battle on the hard-won field. For were not the toils of the journey from
the Mississippi to the Columbia greater than those of any campaign? Were
the dangers to half-armed emigrants, with their women and children, in a
country infested with hostile and merciless savages, less than to the full-
equipped army in quest of battle and thirsty for spoil? Were even the hor-
rors of the march from Moscow not equaled by those of Donner lake and
Whitman station?

Where else in the history of man, civili2ecl or not, do you read the story
of a 2,500-mile march through hostile country, over unexplored desert and
mountein? The host led by Moses andAaron wandered for years, but only
accomplished a direct journey of a few hundred miles. Xenophon in his
famous retreat from the Euphrates had a less distance to gO before he
reached safe harbor at home. No crusade ever extended over so great a
distance, and most of the way through Christian and friendly countries.
Napoleon on his disastrous trip to Moscow only essayed a march of 1,500
miles. Truly it was a performance of which all mankind may well be proud.
Time is yet too young for the story to be fairly told. The descendants of
Oregon pioneers shall yet hear their ancestors' glories sung as we now teach
our children to glorify the heroes of the past.

And the bravery and hardihood of the effort was only equaled by the sub-
stantial fruits of the achievement. As a result of thepilgrimage of the pio-
neers, England, ever on the, alert to extend her domain, was deprived of a
vast and fruitful territory. And so much of the continent as she failed to
grasp was added to the dominion of our own country. Out of this splendid
extent, one state has already beei carved and two territories, destined some
day to be added to the original thjrteen states. And lithe women of Wash-
ington territory shall be as successful in dealing with President Cleveland
and his administration as they hve so far been with territorial bachelor-
hood, and if the territory and the women shall get their just deserts, then
another state will 'soon be added to the Union, a further offering of the pio-
neers of the far west upon the alter of the national prosperity.

It was worth while for men anti women to undertake a pilgrimage, the
like of which the world scarce ver saw, and to brave the known dangers
and hardships of a journey from the regions of the Allegheny mountains to
the very Ultima Thule of the great Oregon River, that they might proudly
offer to mother country the first fruits of their perilous victory in the shape
of sovereign states and magnifiaeit territory out of which empires might yet
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be carved. The splendid triumphs of the Owsas boasted no grander tro-
phies.

At this distance in time from the occurrence of these events, we habitually
speak of the pioneers of the far west as a bodya unit. And in according
the honors of the final triumph we can do no otherwise; for it is not idivid-

ual effort but the grand total effort and achievement that will appeal to the
latest posterity. But the mass was composed of individuals as diverse in

aim as in former occupation and character.
The doctrine of the conservation of force in nature was never illustrated

better than by this seemingly accidental bringing together of all the varied
and various elements necessary to found a new community and put almost

at once in motion in the wilderness the eowplex machinery of modern gov-

ernment. It had been a siciple matter enough if a whole community, al-
ready organized, had emigrated as did the Puritans to New England; but a
doctor came from one county, a preacher of the gospel from another; a
farmer from one state, a wagonmaker from another; a lawyer of one nation-
ality, a blacksmith of a different one; and when this heterogeneous mass
came together at its final destinahon it was found that every trade, profes-
sion, business and occupation was represented, and all the materials for an
enlightened government were ready at hand. And while there was little ma-
terial wasted or to spare, yet there seemed to be enough of every essential
element, and a full-fledged modern society sprang almost at once into ex-

istence.
While according the highest praise for their ehievements, and the per-

sonal qualities that render them possible, it is no matter of demerit that
these people were not originally moved by the exalted idea of conquering

empire or founding states. Their aims were far more modest; their
achievements none the less praisworthy. Nor does their object seem to

have been a very selfish one. Indeed, it seems soinetitues difficult to ac-
count for the migrations of civilized men. Scarcely any of the early pio-
neers can give an explanation. satisfactory even to themselves, why. they
braved Ihe known and certain perils of an unknown and uncertain journey
from the center of the continent to its western verge; from a land where
there was plenty, peace, good government and bright prospects, to a land
that could not possibly offer them much more, but which might furnish them
much less t.han this, even if it did not provide them with bloody graves at
the hands of treacherous savages at the end of a journey they knew only

well enough to dread. Some came to find health, but health might be court-
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ad in a less dangerous atmosph*e; and it seems incongruous and mirth-

provoking now to think of the invalid of forty years ago attacking an ox-
team journey across a continent, through desert sand and over mountain

ranges, in search of health. It reninds one of Ponce de Leon's search after
the fountain of eternal youth; or of the man who went abroad seeking to

coax mild-eyed Peace with a club. Others undertook the journey to get
land; but there were yet vast regions of vacant and accessible land east of

the Missouri river, and in the very garden of the world. Some say it was

climate that lured them westward; but in the wide range of vacant or very

cheap land from Minnesota to Arkansas it would seem that the most fas-

tidious climate-seeker in the wold might have found the exact shade suit-

able to his fancy. Some wanted to take a new start in the world, having
met with reverses and disappointnent5 but the world was wide and roomy

enough, it would seem, without crossing the Missouri river, and certainly

without piercing the Rocky mountains. Nor were they lured hither by the

fabulous stories of the wealth of western goldfields; for the real pioneers of

the country came before the C.aliornia Argonauts.
Who can say why they came? When Bishop Berkeley wrote that "West-

ward the star of empire takes its way," he only stated a fact established by

the observation of men. He stopped not to philosophize or theorize upon

moving causes. That were an endless task, and as fruitless now as then.

And what if they had come in search of the golden fleece? Who cares to

stop to inquire into the primary causes that led or impelled these heroic

men and women to leave a civilization which they knew and loved to at-

tack a far-off wilderness hard by the Pacific oceana land almost as far off

to them as the moon? But whatever their original quest, they failed to

find the fountain of eternal yout.h; and the gray heads and bent forms of the

the same active youths who, with high hopes, started out forty years ago to

thread the trackless wilderness that lay between them and the Pacific ocean,

admonish us that these re-unions cannot long be attended by great num-

bers of the Oregon pioneers; and that in a few years these re-unions must

be a thing of the past. But the pioneers will not diethey shall live in

story - Their struggle was a grand one, the final victory was complete; and

the benefits to the United States government and to all mankind were such

that they who wrought the good woork shall not be forgotten for genera-

tions yet to come.
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BY 5. A. CLARKE.

The President announced that at the request of many mem-
bers of the association, Mr. Samuel A. Clarke had written a
poetic address to the pioneers, which Mrs. J. DeVore Johnson,
of Oregon City, had kindly consented to read to the association.
The poem, as here given, necessarily loses much of the interest
with which Mrs. Johnson's talented delivery endowed it; but it
is worthy of preservation by every one who takes an interest in
the early history of the northwest.

Oh, watcher by the western sea,
Where orient are the winds and waves,

An ocean's wildest minstrelsy
Wakes as these shores the wild surf laves!

Oh, dweller by the western tides,
Where fresh the breath of early morn

Comes o'er the blue sea-depths and bides
The walking of a day unborn!

Oh, worker on the western fields,
Where all her bounty Nature fills,

And overflowing harvest yields
The tribute of our plains and hills!

Oh, singer by the western main,
Whose lark-song greets the flush of day,

Whose music thrills the hill and plain
Like bridal morn and nuptial day!
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What think ye of the olden days,
When white sail did not fiece yon sea,

When lodge fires, 'neath night's silver rays
Gleamed where to-day our cities be?

In times of old, invading nuns
Swept over Europe's storied lands,

And Xenophon, ten thousand strong,
Retreated with his hero hands.

Poets sang many a famous story
Of times of old and men of might,

Who swept the Txojan plain for glory
And mingled there in deadly fight.

We treasure songs of ancient days
By Virgil and by Homer told;

So lyres to wake shall sing the lays
Of pioneers with hearts of gold.

See you gray heads who lean upon
The staff of age; their brows of care

Tell us of victories that were won,
Rather than of the joys that are.

'Twas long ago. Long, long ago
When they were young, a world of pains

They were predestined, as with slow
And patient step they crossed the plains.

Ho, for the west! The farthest west!
This starry flag did not then float there;

They joined the long march, to never rest
Until that flag should kiss this air.

They knew no half way right! They felt
'Twas theirs to win this fair domain,

The Briton's hopes began to melt
When freemen 'gan to cross the plains.

In freedom's name they journeyed ou,
To claim this regioa for their own,

Where rolled the silvery Oregon
And only British rule was known.

13
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And on they came, by weary ways,
For many weary months they trod,

Westward, until the autumn days,
For home, for country, and for God.

They found the Indian here before;
They risked the danger of his hate

To plant upon this farthest shore
The hearths and homes decreed by fate.

Armies of old marched but a span;
They fought campains upon a space

So narrow, that a western man
Would count the limits a disgrace.

You gathered on the far frontier
And there equipped for distant wilds;

To you the vistas that appeared
Were changing for two thousand miles.

Footore and weary you might be;
Hunger and thirst were worse than pain,

Your dreams, like mirage, seemed to see
Loved scenes restored to sight again.

By fearand danger oft beset,
Still westward went the pioneer;

By hills and plains he ofttimes met
Unthought mishaps, yet year by year

Were formed new ranks of stalwart men,
Brave women ever by their side;

This western land saw founded then
The state that is our hope and pride.

Now far and near are many homes,
Orchards and fields that turn to gold,

And where the Indian dwelt, we come
To tell again the tales of old.

We look down on yon rising mist,
That sunlight spans with rainbow hues;

And so the Siwash stood, I wist,
At morning's sun and evening's dews.
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His wigwam crowns this sunny cliff,
And here the thunder of the falls,

Eternal sounding, seems as if
'Tis great Sahullah's voice that calls.

Gone is the lodge, the red man too,
Melted away, while the pioneer

Founded his home,, no longer new-
Planted the mill that we see from here.

Money and iuuscle made a fund;
Built mills upon the vortex dread.'

Out the canal we see beyond
So waves work our passage and grind our bread.

Methinks if a aiwash should now drop down
And seek turn-water as 'twas of old,

His dusky brow would wear a frown
At sight of the river earning gold.

Of old our congress heard debate,
By great men of the age that's gone,

False oracles who spoke to state
The uselessness of Oregon.

How could they dream that two score years
Would see, replacing cattle trains,

What to our vision is so clear
Swift iron coursers cross the plains.

Nor dreamed they of the hidden ores,
Of gold and silver, slumbering long,

Iron and coal, whose long repose
Should wake to make the nation strong.

That forest wealth should gather in
Fleets that should come at commerce's call;

That mills, with ever-clashing din,
Should furnish cargoes for them all.

When the old flag of Hudson's bay
Was flaunting in the western wind,

When light canoes in constant play
Left broad Oolumbia's flow behind-

15
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When Indian lodge alone was seen
Along the ever-winding shore,

And the long lines of vivid green
Closed on the water's rushing store

When snowy summit looked upon
One wild, unchanging wilderness.

And in hs daily course, the sun,
Found no fair home to warm and bless.

When wild deer ranged in grazing herds
liJpctn these western vales and hills,

And the glad songs of myriad birds
At morn and eve the woodland fills.

Even then the fates were gathering
Earnest yeoman for the fray;

Then were frontier trains preparing
To commence their westward way.

Time has known heroes since the dawning
Of life itself upon the earth;

Men have been brave since the glad morning
When man received his primal birth.

Cruel deeds ware once awarded
Claim to be of beruio mold;

Olympian honors were awarded
To the brutal men of old.

But, when the pioneers are counted,
And the deeds they did are sung;

When the dangers they surmounted
Are rehearsed by old and young;

When our brave shall find in story
Place as have the great of old,

Living and dead will shine in glory
Thews of steel and heaits of gold.

Gone now, for many a silent year,
Are the days of which we tell;

Gone, too, is many a pioneer,
From the scenes they loved so well.
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Gathering here we tell the story
Of the men we knew of old,

And we crown with meed of glory,
Those who had true hearts of gold.

Welcome give we to the living--
Brothers, sisters on the way--

By their honored presence giving
Re-union that becomes the day.

But, alas! Some who are sleeping
Mingle with us never more;

Mind we, that they once were keeping
Watch and guard from shore to shore.

Let the starry flag float o'er them
For they planted it upon

Shores where we still live who love them,
And won for it fair Oregon.

We who are left--The way seems lonely,
So many have gone on before;

We have not lost themthey are only
Waiting on the other shore.

17



T Y E ANNUAL ADDRESS.

BT HON. CEO. H. WILLIAMS.

After a m,isical selection, Hon. George H. Williams, speaker
of the day, was introduced by the President, and delivered the
annual address, which was frequently applauded.

MR. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE PIONEER ASSOCIATION ON OREGON:-

You have honored me with an appointment to address you upon this occa-
sion, expecting, no doubt, that I would contribute something of the early
history of Oregon to the recorded reminescences of your association. I
have been very much perplexed to know what I should say about those who
are justly entitled to be called pioneers, without repeating what has been
said at your former meetings, in the varied forms of narrative, eloquence
and song. To avoid gleaning a barren field, I have concluded to make some
remarks upon the political institutions founded by the pioneers, which they
have helped to rear, and under which we have grown to be a great and pros-
perous community.

Publicists and philosophers, with great elaboration of argument and di-
versity of views, have discussed the origin of human government--the
advantages and disadvantages of its different forms and the respective du-
ties and obligations of the citizen and the state. Society for the purpose of
these discussions is resolved into its original elements, and men are sup-
posed to be in circumstances where they are subject to no laws except the
laws of nature. Hobbs, a celebrated philosopher and eminent writer, con-
tends that the primeval state of human beings is a state of war, and that
government is the result of an agreement among them to keep the peace.
Locke; another distinguished writer, controverts this proposition and holds
that the primitive state of man is a state of equality and liberty and that
government is instituted by the voluntary agreement of individuals to sub-
mit themselves to its authority. Our Declaration of Independence affirms
that all men are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights
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and that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and that
to secure these rights governments are instituted among men deriving their
just powers from the consent of tlie governed, and the fact is now generally
admitted that the social compact is the foundation of all just systems of gov-
ernment. Whatever may be true of savages the early settlers of this country
'furnish a practical exemplification of the origin of human government among.
civilized men. When the vanguard of civilization cameto Oregon it was a
most suitable place for the exhibition of man's capacity for self government.
Vast and trackless regions, stretched themselved away for thousands of
miles toward the eastern horizon, and on the west the Pacific ocean spread
its boundless waste of waters. Northward, penetrating the citadels of eter-
nal snow and southward to the reign of perennial summer was a country,
whose native mildness was only disturbed by traders, trappers and em-
ployes belonging to the service of trans-Atlantic nations. All the associa-
tions of early life, of kindred and of home were out off by a practically im-
passable barrier. All the encouraging and restraining influences of educa-
tional, religious and social institutions died out upon the confines of the
distant plains, or lingered only in the recesses of a loving meniror'. Sur-
rounded, excluded and isolated in this way, Oregon with its mountain soli-
tudes, its unshorn meadows and its deep and solemn woods, seemed to be
fitted up by almighty wisdom for the implantation of those elementary prin-
ciples which form the basis of a just and free goveinment. Coming as they
did from the different states of the union, each settler naturally brought
with him the prejudices and predilections of the locality from which he em-
igrated, and therefore there were many possibilities of conflict and conten-
tion in their thoughts and actions.

Various motiveg have been assigned to the pioneers of Oregon for their
action in organizing a provisional government, but it is altogether probable
that different persons were actuated by different motives. Some may have
thought that a government would be necessary in ase of a war between the
United States and Great Britain, or a war between the settlers and the In-
dian tribes. Others may have thought a government necessary to protect
their rights of person and of property from the aggressions of other indi-
viduals; but whatever their motives may have been, they were sufficient to
lead the people to the creation of a civil community. Primarily in the in-
ception of this movement, there must have been a meeting of two or more
minds. Individuals must have agreed to come together for the purpose of
interchanging views and consulting with each other as to their future action.
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This is the germ of the social compact. To assemble is an easier thing than
to agree upon the resolves of the assembly Personal ambition obtruded
itself upon the pioneers at the very thresbhold of the discussion as to the
establishment of a civil polity. To organize a government implies the in-
vestiture of some indiviçlual or individuals with extraordinary distinction
and power, and human nature is so constituted that it is not probable that
any government was ever attempted upon earth without difficulties
growing out of rival aspirations for the offices of the government. Many
times in the history of mankind these differences have been settled by
an appeal to arms, and some individual more able and daring than
others has been chosen by the 'wager of battle to be the chief of a tribe
the law-giver of a people or the ruler of a 'country. Every association of
men in church or state, to be permanent and effective, must designate some
one or more persons to execute its will, and the selection of one of a num-
ber by his associates implies confidence in his wisdom and integrity, and is
therefore justly regarded as a position of eminence and honor. When the
little band of state builders first came together in 1843 to initiate a political
organizaticfts none of them wanted to be a Moses, a Oasar, or a Oromwell,
but more than one of them wanted to be the Governor of the proposed com-
munity, and for this reason, with others of less moment, their first attempt
'was a failure. Subsequently, however, and presumably to secure harmony
in their proceedings, an executive committee of three was appointed. Thea-
retically and under ordinary circumstances this was an unwise arrange-
ment, but as a temporary expedient it may be regarded as the exercise of
good judgment. All governments must be organized in a spirit of compro-
mise. Unity of action can only be accomplished by mutual concessions.
Anarchy is the necessary result of a stubborn adherence to individual views
and interests. Devotion to what is called principle in matters of state is
generally praiseworthy, but sometimes it may become but little more than a
display of extreme obstiney. He is a statesman who knows when to yield
and when to stand firm.

Law is indispensable to the existence of all organic bodies in nature and
among men, and therefore it was necessary to have a law-making as well as
a law-executing power in the new community. Simple as the ceremony
seems to be, it is a sublime spectacle to see men voluntarily take upon them-
selves obligations and restraints with an agreement that whoever disregards
these self-imposed duties shall suffer punishment even unto death if the
circumstances of the case so require. Nine persons were appointed to make
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laws, and this little parliament laid the foundation stones of a political edi-
flee within whose strong and symmetrical walls countless generations shall
enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Notwithstanding society is the result of an agreement among its members,
individual cententions are inevitable and the existence of a disinterested
tribunal for their settlement becomes a public necessity. Accordingly a ju-

clicial system was devised consisting of a supreme judge and two justices of
the peace, whose decisions as to the suitors in their courts though perhaps
not so learned, were as binding as those of a Mansfield or a Marshal. To

separate the executive, legislative and judicial departments of a government
and make them independent of each other is one of the great safeguards of
freedom and justice. Despotism is essentially the unification of all these de-
partments in the hands of one man. No credit is due the Oregon pioneers
for any discovery in this matter, but they are entitled to commendation for
adhering to safe precedents when it was so easy and natural with but few
people to control for one person or one official to absorb an undue propor-
tion of governmental authority. Plato says that "Nothing great is easy."
and it is no easy task under any circumstances to construct the framework of
a good government, and the persons of whom I am speaking found
many obstacles to overcome in this work. Religious differences, prejudices
of nationality, and personal likes and dialiles were potent antagonisms to
harmony of action; but their good sense, self-control and charity were
equal to the emergency and crowned their labors with complete success.

Underlying every form of government there are certain fundamental prin-
ciples which are as necessary to its character and vitality as living fountains
are to the rivers that run into and replenish the sea. Emperors, kings,
princes and potentates rule by hereditary, or, as they impiously claim, by
divine right, and without any personal or direct responsibilit to the sub-
jectscabinet ministers, consellors and courtiers may err, but the king can
dd no wrong. There is a high wall and a deep ditch between the rulers and
the ruled. Power is lodged in privileged classes. Birth and not merit is
the badge of distinction. These conditions are essential to the existence of
a monarchy or an aristocracy, but the conditions of a democracy or a re
public are of a different nature and tendency.

"Provisional" was the name applied to the pioneer government to signify
that it did not sustain those relations to the general government which were
applicable to the organized localities in the Union, but it was not ex-
pected that the principles established or rights acquired under the govern-
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ment would be ditnrbed by any federal or other authority. States, schools
of doctrine and systems of religion must stand or fall according to the prin-
ciples upon which they are founded. Our Saviour illustrates this idea by the
parable which represents the foolish man as building his house upon the
sand, and when the floods came and the winds blew and beat upon that
house it fell, but when the floods came and the wind blew and beat upon
the house that the wise man had built it fell not, because it was founded
upon a rock. Builders in wood and stone lay their foundations deep nd
strong and the builders of our state commenced their work upon the endur-
ing principles of equality and justice, as the following brief abstract of their
resolutions will show:

I'hey resolved that no person should be disturbed on account of his mode
of worship or religious sentiments; tha.t the inhabitants of the country
should always have the benefits of the writ of habeas corpus and the right of
trial by jury; that they should have the right of just representation in the
legislature and of judicial proceedings according to the course of the com-
mon law; that no man should be deprived of his liberty but by the judg-
ment of his peers or the law of the land; than no man's property or services
should be taken for public use without just compensation therefor; that pri-
vate contracts should be sacred, and schools and the means of education en-
couraged, with freedom of discussion and freedotn of the press; that slavery
or involuntary servitvde should not exist; and that good faith should be ob-
servsd towards the Indian tribes.

I feel safe in saying that a government established and administered upon
these principles with tliieir legitimate amplifications, would be the perfec-
tion of human government. All the institutions of man are imperfect, and
the best of governments is a comparative evil made necessary by the weak-
ness and wIckedness of mankind.

No problem has been presented to the political world more difficult of so-
lution than the determination of the proper relations of a government to the
religion oL a people. Statesmen, scholars and churchmen from the days of
Constantine have discussed this question, some contending that it was the
right and duty of the state to take charge of the religion as well as of the ed-
ucation and morals of the people--others hnldiug that it is the right of
every person to choose for himself his own belief upon such matters, with-
out any interference by the state, and this discussion in many instances has
been carried on the field of battle. Assuming that the religious interests of
the people are of more importance than any other, which is the Christian
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doctrine, there is force in the argument that the state ought to provide for
such interests, but experience shows that a state religion is apt to become
the passive tool of selfish and ambitious prelates and politicians. Political
power in the hands of religious bigotry is dangerous to human liberty. Re-
ligious convictions seem to be of such an absorbing power that when church
and state are united, magistrates who ought to be impartial, phrensied by
their zeal make decrees of intolerance and kindle the fires of persecution.
Citizens of a state may be forced by law to an outward conformity with a
prescribed religion, bt the state can not by compulsion destroy the belief
of the human mind, or change the convictions of an .honest conscience.
When the pioneers came to Orogon they found no church establishment to
which they were compelled to submit, nor any dogmatic creed which they
were forced to acknowledge, but they found a temple prepared by an al-
mighty architect, whose rituals were as pure as its eternal snows, and as
free as its varying winds, and this temple they dedicated forever to freedom
of conscience, and when they are gone it can be said of them with more of
truth than it was of the Pilgrim fathers:

"They have left unstained what there they found
Freedom to worship God."

One of the great bulwarks of human liberty is the writ of habeas corpus.
History affords abundant proof of this fact. There is a multitude of ways in
which one may be deprived of his liberty. People of all countries are liable
to arrest and imprisonment by the edicts of arbitrary power--the violence of
popular passion or the machinations of wicked men, and to the end that
such persons may not be condemned or punished without a hearing before
an impartial tribunal, the writ of habeas corpus was brought into existence.
Once it was the practice in all countries, and so it is now in some, as in Rus-
sia for example, for the public authorities to seize a citizen and hurry him
away to a dungeon or into exile without any hearing and without his know-
ing who hi8 accuser was or of what he was accused. Some spy or detective
reports what he considers an act of disloyalty or delinquency to the govern-
ment, and upon this secret representation the suspect is thrown into prison
or banished from his country. Where the writ of habeas corpus obtains, the
bastiles of France and the towers of London can never come to serve the
purposes of despotic power. No matter how humble or obscure the peti-
tioner may be, the court is bound to inquire into his case and determine
whether or not he is lawfully restrained of his liberty. Cognate to this high
privilege of the citizen is the right of trial by jury. The necessity and value
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of the jury system has been the subject of much discussion of late years, and
there are many good reasons for dispensing with a jury in civil cases involv-
ing alone the right Of property, but when the life or liberty of the citizen is
involved, its utility ought not to be questioned. Whether an act is criminal
or not, depends in very many instances, upon the motive with which it is
committed. Men of practical experience in life can judge of this matter as
well, if no better, than judges learned in the law. Sometimes when the
law, by its strictness and rigidity, bears hard upon one who is technically but
not morally guilty of crime, the sympathies of the jury for the accused may
subserve the ends of justice; and again, the good common sense of a jury
comes in play where guilt seeks to screen itself from deserved punishment
through the technicalities of the law. When a man charged with crime is
tried by his peers, there is not only a recognition of equality of right under
the law, but the jurors in the spirit of the golden rule are expected to do
unto the accused as they would have him do unto them if their circumstan-
ces were reversed. Criminal prosecutions are conducted by the state, and it
frequently happens that the zeal of its ocers overstep the bouBds of right
and duty, but injustice in such cases is prevented when the empaneled citi-
zenhood of the country holds the scales of justice with a steady hand, and
interposes its deliberate will between the weakness of the individual and the
power and influence of the government. No man shall be deprived of his
liberty except by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land, is a decla-
rati that sounds the death knell to tyranny, bñt rings in tones of silvery
sweetness to the ears of freedom.

When the pioneers declared for the right of just representation they recog-
nized the vital principle of republican institutions. Despotism, which is
the absolute subjection of a country to the capricious will of a single indi-
vidual, is unbearable, and democracy which is the absolute and direct sway
of the people is impracticable, but republicanism is the golden mean be-
tween these two, and is intended to unite the vigor and ecacy of the one
with the afety and justice of the other. Every citizen under a republican
system has indirectly a voice in making the laws by which he is governed,
and also a voice in choosing those who shall interpret and execute those
laws. Man's capacity for self government is the basis of this system, and
if these fail the whole superstructure falls to the ground. Some deep
thinkers have expressed doubts upoz this subject, but the tendency of en-
liveied thought everywhere is to the supremacy of this theory.

Civilization and education, however, are indispensable to its ascendency
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and perpetuity, and therefore the pioneers resolved to encourage school
and the means of education. Intellectual cultivation or the mere acquisi-
iion of knowledge is not the most essential part of the education which fits
men for self government. Scripture tells us that he who ruleth his spirit is
better than he who taketh a city" and in so far as individuals control them-
selves they can with safety control the government. Knowledge is power,
but power without moral restraint is like the wild elephant that hasteneth
to his prey. To cultivate clear perceptions of right and wrong, a high sense
of personalhonor, a due regard for the rights of others, and an unfaltering
legalty tolaw and good order, are the saving qualities of a freeman's educa-
tion. Republican institutions are not in danger from pioneers who sub-
dued the wilderness, or their descendants who beautify the lands with fields
of grain, and orchards and gardens, bet the disorders of the old world bring
to the surface a scum of population which drifting away to these shores are
a constant menace to our domestic tranquility. Our welcome to the indus-
trious and law abiding is not inconsistent with.a vigorous repression of this
disturbing element. Republicanism is liberty regulated by law, and is as
much opposed to that licentiousness which some mistake for liberty, as it is
to despotism which some mistake for a conservative organism.

The right of representation is the right preservative of all political rights.
We are told that when the righteous are in authority the people rejoice, but
when the wiáked beareth rule the people mourn, and whether the wicked or
the righteous shall rule is for the people to say under a representative gov-
ernment. They can hare a patriotic, wise and honest administration of
public affairs, or otherwise, as they choose. They can lift their country's
standard to the mountain tops of greatness and glory, or lower it into the
dark valleys of shame and dishonor.

Society cannot exist as an organized body unless the rights of property
are respected, and therefore the pioneers resolved that private property
should not be taken for public use without just compensation therefor, and
that no law should be passed to impair the obligation of contracts, and that
the people should be entitled to judicial proceedings accesrding to the course
of the common law. Personal liberty is carefully guarded by the resolves
before referred to, and these provisions are intended to guard with equal
solicitude the riglils of private property. Lands, goods and contracts are
alike property, and alike are to be protected from the aggressions of the
government and the invasion of individuals. All men have instinctive con-
victions of their rights to possess and enjoy that which they acquire by
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their own labor and skill, and this right is recognized among savages as
well as among civilized people. Many communistic theories have been pro-
posed, the most notable of which are Plato's republic and Sir Thomas
Moore's Utopia and many efforts have been made to reduce these theories to
practice, but the experiments in all cases have proved to be wretched fail-
ures. Social institutions as a general rule are not made but grow, and any-
thing like the right of private property which originated in prehistoric times,
and has been perpetuated in all ages and in all countries, must grow out of
the natural wants and necessities of mankind. Consequent upon this right
is the unequal, and what appears to be un unjust, distribution of property.
Some are immensely rich and others miserably poor, and with this state of
things many are greatly dissatisfied; but though it may be modified, it is
one of those inhereat conditions of human life which cannot be prevented.
Any effort to make and maintain an equality of conditions between industry
and idleness, energy and sloth, wisdom and folly, would be as impotent as
an attempt to change the equinoxes, or control the tides of the ocean. There
can be no peace in a community where private property is not protected.
Laws may be created to control monopolies, corporations and accumulated
wealth, but it is a law implanted in human nature no legislation can over-
come, that every man has a right to enjoy the fruits of his own labor. So-
ciety would stagnate and sink into a state of dead uniformity if the incen-
tive to action which the acquisition of property affords was removed. Ag-

gociated with this right is the institution of the family; a laudable desire to
have a permanent home, an ambition to be independent, and a feeling of
devotion to country.

Among the things inducing an emigration to Oregon in an early day, was
the expectation that each pioneer would become the proprietor of a piece of
land upon which he could set up his household gods and live in peace and
contentment, To multiply the landholders in any country is to promote
the strength and purity of society and the stability of government. Laws
were passed by common consent to confirm and protect the rights of settlers
to their possessions and under these laws the wild prairies and the dark
woods have been converted Into beautiful farms, and the homes of Oregon
stand

"By thousands on her plains
They are smiling o'er the silvery brook

And round the hamlet fanes;
Through glowing orchards forth they peep

Each from Its nook of leaves,
And fearless there the lowly sleep

As the birds beneath theIr eaves,"
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The pioneers resolved in favor of judicial proceedings according to the
course of the common law. They doubtless intended by this that no man
should be condemned without a hearing, and that parties to judicial proceed-
ings should have their day in court, with a right of trial by witnesses before
a fair and impartial tribunal, but in this matter It is probable that "they
builded better than they knew." We hear much of the uncertainty of the
law, and its administration is not always free from jnst criticism; but as a
scheme for ascertaining, determining and vindicating the rights of persons
and of property, the common law system is the best that has been devised,
and I think it is safe to say can be devised by human wisdom. Theoreti-
cally this system proceeds upon the idea that where there is a wrong there is
a remedy, or in other words, when one man injures another in his person,
reputation or estate, the law will compel the wrong-doer, as far as practica-
ble, to make reparation.

Millions of people inhabit the earth, and yet it is difficult if not impos-
sible to find two human faces exactly alike, and so the infinitude of cases
that arise to which this doctrine is to be applied vary more or less in their
details and circumstances. The glory of the common law is its adaptability
to these cases. It is as perfect a combination of certainty and elasticity as
can be made. It struggles to maintain a rule once established, but yields
to modification under imperative circumstances, and when the reason for
the rule fails, it refuses longer to recognize the rule.

Common law is the logic of man's necessities verified by experience. Ar-
guments borrowed from the civil and ecclesiastical law, customs whose value
have been tested by immemorial use, traditions that have stood the test of
time, treatises by men of great and varied learning, and the desisions of in-
numerable judges have contributed to the wisdom and justice of those rules
which are administered in judicial proceedings according to the course of
the common law. Our code and-statutory enactments for the most part are
declaratory of rules resulting from the processes of the common law. Taking
into consideration its comprehensiveness, its adaptability to human affairs
and its certainty, so far as the fallible judgments of men can make it so, the
pioneers established for themselves and their postetity a system of juris-
prudence kindred to that more universal law 'whose seat is in the bosom of
God and whose voice i,s the harmony of the world." -

While both of the political parties in the east were bowing their heads to
the power of the slave-holding States, the pioneers of 1844 boldly declared
that human slavery should not exist in Oregon, and that good faith should
be observed toward the Indian tribes. They sacrificed their race prejudices
upon the alter of liberty and justice. I believe there has been a universal
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acquiescence in all of the conditions of the compact made by the early set-
tlers here for their government, except that determined efforts have been
made to resist and overthrow the inhibition upon slavery. Among the first
cases I was called upon to decide when I came to Oregon in 1853, was an ap-
plication by a colored family in Polk county, to be liberated, upon habeas
corpus from their Missouri owner, who had brought and held them here as
slaves. They were held upon the claim that the constitution of the United
States protected slave property in the territories; but it was my judgment that
the law made by the pioneer upon the subject was not inconsistent with the
spirit of the constitution, and was the law of the land, and the petitioners
were set free; and so far as I know this was the last attempt at slaveholding
in Oregon. When the State government was formed, strenuous efforts were
put forth to make Oregon a slave State, but inspired by the example and
sentiments of the early pioneers, we decided to go into the Union as a free
State

"With freedom's soil beneath our feat
And freedom's banner streaming o'er us."

Looking at the organic resolutions of the pioneers as an entirety, and it is
evident that liberty and justice were the beacon lights of their policy. All
their surroundings were favorable to an expansion and liberality of thought
and action. Immensity, diversity and beauty were the characteristic fea-
tures of the country. Mountains, rivers and woods were of vast proportions.
There was a lofty grandeur in th3 scenery. The unadulterated breath of
heaven sweetened the face of the earth and all the forms and forces of na-
ture were full of freshness, ]ife and vigor. There was no pressure of popu-
lation; no crowded cities, towns or thoroughfares; none of the strife, tumult
and rush of commercial life; everything was new, free and unconstrained.
Naturally enough the civil polity adopted by the pioneers would be in con-
sonance with these circumstances.

On the 14th day of August, 1848, congress created for Oregon a territorial
govermeut, but the organic act expressly provided that all the laws of the
provisional government not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of
the United States, should remain in force; so that while the government was
changed in form it was not changed as to the principles of its administra-
tion, Slowly but steadily the population of the territory increased, Every
year brought additional immigrants, and the sons and daughters of the
pioneers were entering upon the stage of active life. There is a curious
similarity between individual and state development. Boyhood, when it
begins to appreciate its growth, begins to be ambitious to throw off parental
domination and exercise tile privileges of a full grown man; and so, here,



TIlE ANNUAL ADDRESS. 29

not long after the territory was organized, a restlessness under federal re-
straints soon ripened into a desire to make Oregon an independent State of
the Union. On the third Monday of August, 1857, a convention of sixty
delegates, chosen from the different counties of the territory, assembled at
Salem to form a State constitution. Many of the delegates were pioneers
Some ofthem had helped to organize, and a majority of them had lived un-
der the provisional government. All of the principles upon which that
government was founded were incorporated into the constitution then made,
and no donbt will stand as long as the State continues to exist. Most of the
pioneers were in favor of a simple, unostentatious and inexpensive govern-
ment, and their views prevailed.

Cosiderable effort has been made of late to disparage the woric of that
convention, and a proposition has been made in the legislature to call a new
convention to frame another constitution; but while it may be admitted that
the present constitution has its defects, it may be doubted, taken as a whole,
whether any other State has a better one I have always thought that the
salaries fixed by the constitution wore too low; but notwithstanding this its
workings in the aggregate have been to the great advantage of the State.
Chief among its salutary provisions are the restrictions which it places upon
public indebtedness. Experience shows that municipal corporations have a
fatal tendency to plunge into debt. Corporations of various kinds, and
especially transportation companies, fill the ears of the people with syren
songs of wealth and prosperity; but vhen rude and inevitable reality breaks
the spell, they find themselves bound hand and foot, at the mercy of their
charmers. Thousans of millions of indebtedness have been piled up in
this way upon States, counties, cities and towns of the United States.

To pay the principal and interest of these debts, makes taxation unbear-
able, and the courts are overwhelmed with the litigous efforts of the people
to repudiate these obligations, and some municipalities have resorted to the
desperate expedient of dissolving their local governments to avoid the de-
mands of corporation creditors.

Our constitution prohibits a State indebtedness exceeding $50,000, and
declares that no county shall incur a debt exceeding $5,000, and without
these provisions, for which we are greatly indebted to the influence of the
pioneers in the convention. there is little doubt that Oregon to-day would be
floundering in an unfathomed sea of insolvency.

Neither the State nor any county, city or town is allowed to be a stock-
holder in any private corporation, and this divorcement of the government
from stock jobbing interests is greatly conducive to purity in public affairs.
State banking institutions are prohibited, in consequence of which we have
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not been victimized, like the people of many- other States, by irredeemable
paper currency issued by irresponsible speculators npon public credulity.
Taken altogether, the constitution of this State is adequate to all the pur-
poses of good government, and if itis administered in the spirit with which
it was made, public justice and prosperity will be promoted and preserved.
I do not claim, of course, for the pioneers of Oregon that they invented
any new theories of government. I only say that in its formation they
edopted correct principles.

Washington did not invent morality, but he is none the less entitled to
creditfor his exemplary life. Jefferson and his compatriots made nonew
discovery when they established free institutions. Grant did not invent the
art of war. but he used what he had learned effectively for the Ijnion cause,
and so the pioneers, with practical good sense. distinguishe.d the true prin-
ciples of government, and applied them to the exigencies of their country.

Responsive to reflections upon this subject, the electric chords of memory
bring to our view many of the interesting scenes of the early immigration to
and settlement of Oregon. We look through the misty shroud of departed
years and see the ancestral homes, with fathers, mothers, sisters and
brothers around Ihefamily flreside,and there is a talk of a land of fertility
and beauty, far away on the sunset side of the continent. Young people
starting in life are apt to be sanguine and romantic, and no sooner is a set-
tlement in this distant country suggested than there is an earnest opposition;
the difficulties and dangers of the way nrc poiuted out; fathers remonstrate
and mothers plead, and the thought is made prominent that the ties of
affection thus severed will never be reunited upon earth. Preparations,
however, are made; teams and provisions are procured, and when the hour
of departure arrives, there are tender words, and tears, and farewells, and
the long journey is commenced from which not a few of the hopeful and
high-hearted are never to return, We can look back and see in the dim die-
tance the slowly moving train, the wagons with their once white, but now
dingy covers, the patient oxen, measuring their weary steps; men travel-
stained and bronzed by exposure; women with mingled hope and care de-
picted upon their anxious faces; and children peering from their uneasy
abodes, and wondering when their discomforts will cease. These are pio-
neers on their way to the promised land. Moons wax and wane, again and
again, but day after day the toilsome march is resumed; Sometimes there
are Indian scares and depredations, unbridged streams are encountered:
rugged asceuts and steep declivities occur; teams give out and wagons
break down, but finally through "moving accidents by flood and field" and
when the year has glided into the gold and russet of autumn they reach the
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long-looked-for end of their journey. To some all this did not happen; to
others, more than this happened. And there were those who looked back
'with sad hearts and remembered where they had left the wild -winds to chant
its funeral requiem over a lonely and deserted grave.

When the pioneers arrived here they found a land of marvelous beauty.
They found extended prairies rich with luxuriant verdure. They found
grand and gloomy forests, majestic rivers and mountains covered with
eternal snow; but they found no friends to greet them, no homes to go to,
nothing but the genial heavens and the generous earth to give them conso-
lation and hope. I cannot tell how they lived, with what tools and materials
they built their houses, where they procured their plows and farming uten-
sils; who furnished them with seed in the spring, or help in the harvests, or
how in their isolated condition they supplied the numerous wants of family
life. All these things are mysteries to everybody excepting to those who
can give their solution from actual experience. When I came to Oregon
most of the pioneers were living in comparative comfort and prosperity.
They had lands and herds and horses and were rapidly subjecting the native
exuberance of the soil to the productions of civilized life. I have enjoyed
the personal friendship and confidence of these people. I have summered
and wintered with them and have been permitted to share their generous
hospitalities. Much of this comes back to me now, like the dying echoes
of distant melodies. I have been in close relations with the highest digni-
taries of State; I have been much among those whose social gatherings glit-
tered with gold and diamonds and gay equipages; I have sat at sumptuous
entertainments in palatial mansions, where wine and music and flowers
enlivened and beautified the scene, but deeper and dearer than the recollec-
tion of these are the memories, of those numberless times when, weary with
travel and chilled by inclement weather, I have been welcomed to the warn!
fireside and substantial comforts of a pioneer's home. There is a great mis-

take extant upon this subject. Many people imagine that the powerful and
and rich, those who occupy the high places of earth, are to be envied for their
happiness, but the fact is that ambitions, jealousies, rivalries and the enven-
omed tongue of slander poison these apparent pleasures, and those who
know from experience can testify that

'Tis batter to be lowly born
And range with humble livers In content
Than to be parked up in glistering grief
And wear a golden sorrow."

Inexorable time is thinning the ranks of the early settlers of Oregon, and
not a few of them, after long and useful lives, have gone down to that silent
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valley in whose mysterious shadows "the weary are at rest." Happily a
goodly number have been spared to meet and greet each other upon this
thirteenth anniversary of their society.

Venerable friendsYou are representative men and women. You imper-
sonate the history of this country for nearly half a century. You represent
that hardy and fearless class of people who have carried the banners of civi-
lization from Plymouth rock to the Pacific ocean. You meet to-day at a
place replete with stirring associations. Forty years ago the legislative com-
mittee, as it was then called, assembled here to commence the work of stat-
utory enactments. This is the birthplace of Oregon legislation. Here is
where a government of laws for Oregon was inaugurated. There was no
procession, with music and banners, to celebrate the day; no salvos of ar-
tillery to distinguish the event. On the harrow strip of land below here be-
tween the eternal rocks overhanging their heads and the everflowing river
at their feet a few plain men quietly assembled to c - mmence a business big
with the fate of empire. Now as then the same rocks lift their rugged brows
in unchangeable serenity. Now as then the same river leaps with foam and
mist and muffled thunder down the steep declivities of its bed. Nowas
then spring-time brings forth its flowers and the autumn yields its fruits,
but all the members of that committee, your old associates and friends,
have gone forever from our gaze. Your lives are rounded with the fullness
of years. The heat and burden of the day are over and your final exit from
l.bor is at hand. There is nothing in this that should disturb your com-
posure. You are only yielding to a law that operates alike upon all Kings
and nobles, beggars and slaves are borne by the resistless current of time
down to the same common destiny. The sunset of a useful life is as beau-
tiful as the sunset of a cloudless day. Whenever one in his old age can
look back with pleasure upeu his past life he may look forward with hope
into the unknown future. Be our faith what it may, a voice from the in-
visible world whispers to our reason that if there is a life beyond the grave
its beatitudes are for those to whom it can be said, 'Well done, good and
faithful servants." Human life has its varied aspects, but there is none
more pleasing than to see one whose years are full of duties fulfilled, await-
ing with calmness the closing scenes, and when the hour of his departure
arrives going to his rest like one who "wraps the drapery of his couch about
him and lies down to pleasant dreams." You have lived through a period
productive of great events; you have witnessed achievements in war and
peace among the greatest known to history. Steam has revolutionized the
modes of travel and transportation, and electricity the transmission of intel-
ligence. Our country has passed through the throes of a terrible civil war,
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resulting in the overthrow of slavery and the establishment in all our bor-
ders of universal freedom, equality and justice. Our constitution has been
radically amended, the union consolidated and strengthened and our flag
covered with imperishable glory. You have seen ten great States added to
the American union and more than O,OOO,OOO of people to its population.
When you came to Oregon there were no farms, fields, houses or barns ; no
gardens, orchards or vineyards ; no roads, stages, steamboats or railways;
no villages, towns or cities; no institutions of learning, and 'the sound of

a church-going bell these valleys and rocks never heard." Now, as you look

in any direction you see plentiful and fragrant gardens of fruit trees, vege-
tables and flowers ; stretching away to the borders of the State you see the
oultivated productions of the soil invite the ripening kisses of the sunshine
and the breeze. Where the timid deer grazed in conscious freedom and so-
cui-ity, and the stealthy wolf prowled through his solitary haunts, you may
now see the peaceful hnsbandman at work in the field, and little children
playing in safety around his unguarded home. You have seen the highway
and the stage coach supplant the trail and the Cayuse horse, and you have
heard the rushing steamboat make the hills echo with its exultant whistle,
where aforetime no craft but the softly gliding canoe vexed the bosom of
your waters. Occasionally, when you first came here, a vessel ventured
over the Columbia bar, but now magnificent steamships, ocean bound, ar-

rive and depart from your ports at short and regular intervals, and the col-
ors of many foreign ships may be seen at all times floating over your har-

bors. Many of you made the trip to this place in a few hours to-day which
fotmerly it took you days to perform, and you have lived through the pro-
gressive stages of travel till you now see the boundaries of your State tied
together with ircn bands, upon which you can ride with the fleetness of the
wind from the Columbia river to the Stskiyou mountains When you immi-
grated to Oregon, it took you six months to make the journey across the con
tinent, which immigrants now make in cix days. Every twenty-four hours
the iron horse comes thundering into your State with a train of cars whose
passengers but a week before started from the Atlantic seaboard. iron and
steel, steam and electricity have merged the States of the Union into one
great municipality of thought and action. Since you came hete and found
nature undisturbed, flourishing towns have sprung up in every part of the
State like the poet's Venus from the sea, radiant with life, vigor and happi-

ness, and within a few miles, where some of you have seen the full grown
forest standing in silent grandeur, the tides of trade and commerce from

different parts of the world collide with each other, and thousanls of busy
people contribute to the roar, and rattle, and noise of a large city. One of
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the early resolves of the pioneers ws to encourage education, and this has
been faithfully carried into effect. You have established an excellent com-
mon school system. Your wise and liberal provisions upon this subject en-
able the rising generation to drink at the fountain of knowledge without
money and without price. Seminaries and colleges are growing in number
and influence, and the numerous hnrch spires in your towns and cities in-
dicate a vigilant care for the religious improvement of the people. All these
wonderful changes in our State are identified with your history. They are
the developments of your policy and the expansion of your principles.
When future generations, whose approach now breaks upon onr ears like
the murmur of distant seas, shall come forward to fill this beautiful State
with millions of people, the work that ydu have wrought in laying its foun-
dations will be remembered with gratitude, and the story of the struggles,
sacrifices and successes of the pioneers will always e the most interesting
part of the history of Oregon.

CLOSING EXERCISES.

At the conclusion of Mr. Williams' address, a selection of
music was given, and the exercises were closed with a- benedic-
tion. Then the bounteous baskets were opened, and the pio-
neers and their friends partook of one more dinner beneath the
open sky, and amid the green woods. -

The annual election of officers for the ensuing year was then
held with the following result:

J. T. Apperson was re-elected President.
J. W. Grim was re-elected Vice President.

- R. P. Earhart was re-elected Secretary.
J. M. Bacon was re-elected Treasurer.
W. H. Rees was re elected Corresponding Secretary.
Medorum Crawford, F. X. Mathieu and F. R. Smith were

re-elected Directors.
Mr. Waite declining re-election.



OBITUARIES.

'JEROME JACKSON,

The subject of this brief notice was the son of Brigadier General ohn M,
and Hester Jackson, and was born in Booneville, Oneida county, Ne York,
on October 4, 1823. Gen. Jackson was connected with the 26th 3rigade,
New York Infantry, and dying, left a family of seven children. Jerome
lived with an uncle for several years and then commenced life as a ailor in
the coasting trade between New York and southern ports. His yesight
falling him, he abandoned the seafaring life, and going to Connectiut com-
menced work for the Springfield, Hartford and New Haven II. R. Cmpany,
where he was employed when the mining excitement broke oat n Cali-
fornia. Himself and brother Abram secured an interest in the Mntague
Mining and Trading Association, then organizing in New Haven, end pur-
chasing a vessel, which they loaded with provisions, they sailed for San
Francisco in January, 1849. Mr. Jackson shipping as a sailor. Thy were
153 days in making the voyage, reaching San Francisco in the fdlowing
June. The two brothers went into the mines where they remaiied until
October of 1850, when sickness compelled them to sever their coinection
with the company. They rturned to San Francisco and took passage on
the brig "Forest"'for Portland, Oregon. The vessel made eleven inffectual
attempts to cross the Columbia river bar, and was finally piloted ii by the
pilot boat "Mary Taylor." In the fall of 1850, Mr. Jackson bought a farm
near Butteville, where he resided up to the time of his death. He was mar-
ried in January, 1860, to Mary Costello, daughter of Hugh Cosgrove, who
with five children still survives him. He divided his attention between
farming aud the manufacture of cider, his success being marked Strict
attention to business interests secured for him the comforts of a pleasant
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Died at McMinnville, Oregon, September 13, 1885. He was born in Novja
Scotia in 1817, of English-Scotch parentage. He left home at an early age,
and thenceforth sustained himself by his unaided exertions. lie found his
way to Buffalo, N. Y , and afterwards resided for a time in Illinois and Mis-
souri. In the fall of 1847, he left the latter State for Oregon, and arrived in
the spring of 1848, settling in Yamhill county. Here he pursued farming
for nine years, and in 1857 was chosen Sheriff of Yamhill county, which of-
flee he held for seven years. Since that time, he has been successively a
member of the lower house of the State Legislature, receiver of the land of-
fice at Oregon City for ten years, recorder and mayor of McMinnville, and
finally State Senator. Mr. Warren was married twice. He wedded- Miss
Nancy Palmer in Missouri, who died in 1859, leaving five children, and was
married the second time to Mrs. Nellie Schrader in 1867.

ALFREI) MOV D

Died at his home in Hubbard, Oregon, December 10, 1835. He met sud-
den death from the running away of his team, was a man of unusual force
of character and great energy, who realized far more than ordinary success
in the pursuit of life. Mr. Hove.uden was a pioneer and took great interest
in the Pioneer Association of Oregon. He was born in England, county
Kent, in 1824, and came to America in 1844, when twenty years old. In
those days he was six weeks in crossing- the ocean. He settled in Peoria
county, Illinois, when he worked at farming and traded horses until he was
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home, and his strict integrity won for him the esteem of his neighbors and
friends. He accumulated considerable property and was a representative
man of the sturdy pioneer class by whose efforts our fair young Statewas
redeemed from oblivion and fairly started upon its now firmly established
career of prosperity and importance. His death occurred quite recently and
his body reposes in the rural quietude of the cemetery near St. Paul, while
the result of his handiwork and his numerous virtues are matters of histori-
cal interest in the recollection of days gone by.
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twenty-five years of age, and then in 1849, crossed the plains to the Pacific
coast, not certain if he would go to California or Oregon. He and a brother
named Charles, who is now a resident of Siskiyou county, California, out-
fitted with an ox team and were six months on the way. They had several
narrow escapes from Indians on the plains. Sometimes they traveled alone
and at times with a company. Mr. Hovenden was a man who had sufficient
indepencence of character to act on his judgment even in travel on the
plains. One of their companions for a great part of the journey was David
Logan, who was to be in the near future one of the most prominent men in
Oregon. Logan was gifted with remarkable talent and became m distin-
guished lawyer and politician. Mr. Hovendn settled near Hubbard, on his
donation land chini of 320 acres, where he resided until his death. In 1856
he wes married in Polk county to Miss Sarah Ann Loden, who survives him.
He was one of twelve brothers and sisters and eleven still survive. He was
sixty-one years old and possessed rugged health with every prospect that
his life would be long in the land, when it was suddenly terminated by ac-
cident. He leaves a wife and four children, his son, George B. Hovenden,
is left heir to the home farm and his current business. Mr. Hovenden had
several good farms and being a practical and careful business man was suc-
cessful in acquiring property. They had three daughters, all married, Mrs.
John Dennis, of Hubbard, Mrs. M. L. Jones, of Brooks, and Mrs. F. N.
Gilbert, of Salem. He had shown the greatest care for his family and is
mourned by them as an affectionate father and husband. His brother,
Amos Hovenden, also located near Hubbard and has resided there for many
years.

Mr. Hovenden was a man valuable to the community and deeply inter-
ested in all that concerns the public welfare. He was earnest in working
for honest government, fully appreciated our free system, and was anxious
to preserve its purity and correct all that threatened harm. He was a man
'who appreciated honesty and did all he could to maintain it in State and
nation. A man of foreign birth, he appreciated liberty and popular govern-
ment as very few do who are "to the manor born."



PROCEFDINGS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
CAPITOL BUILDING,

SALEM, February 23, i886.

The Board of DIrectors of the Oregon Pioneer Association
met at 2 o'clock P. M., the following officers and members being
present:

J. jl'. Apperson, President,
J. W. Grim, Vice President,
R. P. Earhart, Secretary,
John 1I. Bacon, Treasurer,
F. R. Smith, E. M. Waite and F. X. Matthieu.
Absent: W. H. Rees, Corresponding Secretary, and Medorum

Crawford.
The annual reports of the Secretary and Treasurer were read,

and upon motion adopted.
Upon motion, the Secretary was authorized to publish in the

annual proceedings obituary notices of such members of the
association as may have died during the preceding year, that
have been reported to him.

A communication was received from W. H. Gray, Esq., re-
questing permission to reply through the annual proceedings as
published in c886 to Dr. Tolinie's communication as printed in
proceedings of i88.

The communication being read, Mr. Waite moved that Mr.
Gray be requested to forward his manuscript to the Secretary of
the Association, and that it be referred to a special committee
consisting of the President, the Secretary, the Treasurer and F.
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R. Smith and F. X. Matthieu, and, if approved by them, to be
given a place in the published proceedings of the association of
i886, free from charge, which motion prevailed.

A proposition was received from H. S.- Lyman, Esq., in rela-
tion to writing a history of the association. The matter was
taken under consideration and respectfully declined.

Mr. Bacon moved that the association hold its next annual
reunion at Oregon City, which motion prevailed.

The following committee was appointed upon the programme
and exercises for such re-union: Messrs. J. G. Pilsbury, John M.
Bacon and William Elliott. -

The committee was further authorized to appoint such snb-
committees as they might deem necessary to assist them in
arranging for the re union. -

Cot. John A. Kelsay, of Corvallis, was selected to deliver the
Annual Address, and Hon. M. C. George, of Portland, the
Occasional Address.
- Col. W. L. White, of Oregon City, was elected Chief Marshal
and Rev. John W. Seliwood, of East Portland, Chaplain.

The President was authorized to fill any vacancies that might
occur in the selection of orators, etc.

Upon motion, it was resolved to extend an invitation to the
Indian War Veterans to unite with the Pioneers at its next an-
nual re-union., and the President of the association was author-
ized to confer with the officers of the Indian War Veterans, and
make such arrangements as he may deem advisable in the
premises.

Upon. motion, R. P. Earhart, E. M. Waite and F. -R. Smith
were appointed a committee to report amendments to the con-
stitution to the next annual meeting for action thereon.

There being no further business, the meeting, upon motion,
adjourned. . - R. P. EARHARE,

- Secretary.



To the President and the members of the Oregon Pioneer Asso-
ciation:

GENTLEMENI have to submit to you the following annual
report of the transactions of this office during the past year.

The office of the association is now located permanently in
the room assigned to the society in Capitol Building in Salem,
where the records and papers of the association, such as have
been received by me, are carefully kept.

I find upon the rolls the names of 551 members, a decrease
from former reports. No deaths of members have been reported
to me during the year.

Your Board of Directors at their regular meeting in February,
last, passed the following resolution concerning dues of members:

Resolved, That all members of this Association who shall pay their annual
dues for the year ending June 15, 1885, shall be considered in good stand.
ing, and entitled to all the privileges of membership.

This resolution was embodied in my circular of April 55th,
giving notice of the annual re-union, a copy of which was sent to
each person found upon the roll of membership.

I have caused to be printed 500 copies of the proceedings of
last annual re-union, which are now in my hands for distribution.
I would recommend that I be authorized to sen(l a copy to each
member.

The following is an account of the moneys which have been

REPORT. OF S CRETARY.
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received by me during the past year up to June i3th; the entire
sum is for dues only; no moneys have been paid me for any other
purpose:

B. P. Earhart, Secretary, in account with Oregon Pioneer Association:

1885 Da.
June15, To amount received by himon account of dues from mem-

Warrants have been drawn upon the Treasurer, Mr. Bacon, since June 15,
1883, a follows:

1884

No. 1,' E. M. Waite, printing proceedings
2, Standard, advertising
3, N. B. Parrish, expressage
4, Conover, advertising
5, Willamette Farmer, advertising.......................
B, J. Green, labor
7, W. L. Boise, services as Secretary
8, J. Bennett, labor
9, Salem Band, service

These were expenses at Salem, June, 1883-4.

1, Secretary, expense, incidental.
2, Miller, services
3, Broughlin, services
4, Himes, printing
5, G. Miller, lumber, etc
6, J. M. Baon, sundry incidental expenses ...........
7, J. M. Bacon, sundry incidental expenses
8, E. M. Waite, printing proceedings, 1884.
9, 0. C.Band, service

$ 86
6

3

3

,2
10

5

3

40

10

7

22

12

13

6

7

104

41

40

50
75

50

00
50

00

00

00

00

00

84

00

50

00

00

55

00

bers $107 00

CONTRA Cii.

June 15. By amount transferred to Treasurer Bacon 99 00
Bycash paid for postage and book 8 00

$107 00
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No. 10, G. H. Himes, printing 12 (JO

These were for expenses of 1884-5
Respectfully submitted,

14. P. EARHART,
SALEM, June 15, 1885. Secretary.



REPORT OF TREASURTR.

OREGON Crry, June 15, 1885.

J. M. Bacon, Treasurer Oegon Pioneer Association, in aceount:
1884. Da.

June 17, To balance on hand as per report. $ 92 98
To cash received, J. W. Meidrum, dues. 1 00

Jno. Meidrum, " .. 1 Oki

collected, self 41 00
gate 52 20

Ca $18818

By warrant No. 1, E. M. Waite $ 86 40
'2, Standard . .. . 6 50

Parrish ......... ...... 3 75
Conover .. 3 50
Farmer 2 00
Green 10 50

7,Boise 500
8, Bennett....................3 00
9,Band 4000

Cash on hand ............... 27 53
$148 18

Juue 15, To cash on hand $ 27 53

J. M. Bacon, in accout with Oregon Pioneer Association:
1885.

June 15, I'o balance on hand as per report. $2753



Respectfully,
J. M. BACON,

Treasurer.
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June 15, To cash received from Secretary - . . $ 94 00
contribution, Oregon City 65 50
from ball 14 50

J. W. Grim, dues 1 00
F. X. Mathieu 1 00
F. 0. McCown 1 00
Dan. Stewart 1 00
W. Barlow 1 00
Thos. Powell 1 00
Chris. Taylor 1 00
C. 0. Boyuton 1 00
W. K. Willis. 1 00

June 29, Secretary 5 00
lumber sold 4 00

advanced by Bacon 18 81

$238 34
June 15, By paid warrant No. 1, Secretary

2, Miller.
3. Broughton ..
4, limes
5, G. Miller ..
6, Bacon .

7, Bacon.. .

8, Waite. ................
9, Band

Nails.
July 7 ' 10, limes.

Balance due J. M. Bacon

12

41

$ 10

7

22

13

6

7

104

3

12

00

00

84

00

50

00

00

55

00

45

00
238 34

$ 18 81




