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ticTOCS, a new journal table of contents service, provides users a free resource for managing RSS feeds 

for new content from selected journals.  This service could be used as a complement and in some cases 

as an alternative to other table of contents providers. Using RSS feeds provided by publishers, ticTOCs 

provides an easy-to-use interface for finding, viewing, and saving current tables of contents. The service 

also provides OPML (Outline Processor Markup Language) file exports so that users can incorporate 

the feeds they find in ticTOCs into a feed reader of their choice. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Helping researchers incorporate information management methods into their scholarship activities is 

something librarians do on a regular basis.  In the arena of keeping current tools, there is a new 
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service to consider telling patrons about.   The free ticTOCs service (http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/) 

compiles RSS (really simple syndication) feeds from publishers’ websites and provides an interface 

for both viewing user-selected feeds and for easily moving those feeds as a batch into the user’s RSS 

reader of choice. 

 Keeping current services have expanded in the last few years from email alerts for single journal 

issues, to services available from journal aggregators and abstracting databases that can provide 

alerts from multiple sources.  Some of these services offer RSS feeds and some email alerts, and 

some both.   Many of these services are only accessible via a subscription – usually through one’s 

library. 

TICTOCS JOURNAL TABLE OF CONTENTS SERVICE 

The ticTOCS (http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/) service is unique for several reasons.  First, it is free and 

available to anyone.  Second, it is based on RSS feeds produced by publishers so it works by using 

the content the publishers supply and it harvests the content all in one place saving the user the 

trouble of visiting multiple websites and finding the desired feeds.  Finally, ticTOCs provides a 

method for importing RSS feeds into the user’s preferred feed reader. 

 As of late May 2009, ticTOCs includes 12,165 journal titles representing 435 publishers.  The 

ticTOCs interface is simple and it is easy to navigate the three main panels (Figure 1).  The left side 

panel is the journal search section; the middle shows the RSS feeds selected by the user or other 

content such as “ticTOCs News” depending on what section of the website the user is navigating; 

and the right hand panel shows the current RSS selections (“MyTOCs”), including those associated 

with the user’s account if logged in.  Although an account is not necessary to use ticTOCs, it is 

recommended to enable seamless access to the MyTOCs list from any computer. 

http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/
http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/
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FIGURE 1.  The ticTOCs interface 

 Users can search for journals by title, subject, or publisher.  Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory is the 

source for the subject identification.  If a user isn’t familiar with Ulrich’s classifications, finding the 

right subject can be a little difficult. By clicking on titles found through the search interface, the 

current RSS feed (including links to the abstracts/articles) is displayed as well as the ISSNs, the 

publisher, and a link to the homepage of the journal. Once the user has found journals to track, “tick” 

the box next to the title and click the add button to add titles to the “MyTOCs” list.  If logged into an 

account the MyTOCs information will be saved. 

 Whether or not the users has an account, ticTOCs provides an option to export the feed source to 

OPML (Outline Processor Markup Language) format which in turn provides seamless uploading to 

RSS readers that support OPML imports. 

 Having an account allows the user to return to ticTOCs and track selected feeds directly within the 

service or save the list of previously exported feeds. 

 

SIMPLICITY OF THE INTERFACE – A COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT EXAMPLE 

So where does a service like ticTOCs fit into collection development? There are obvious places for 

ticTOCs in reference and instruction alongside other genres of information management tools such 

as citation managers and social bookmarking.  For collection development, ticTOCs provides a 



4 
 

partial alternative to subscription TOC tools such as Ingenta by alerting users to current content.  

There are other collection development uses for ticTOCs as well.  For example, tracking the content 

of the journals requested by patrons can provide new insight into the information needs of the patron 

community.  An example follows. 

 My library (Oregon State University) is currently reviewing its entire serials collection and in 

addition to looking at current subscriptions many subject librarians opted to survey their faculty for 

the purpose of identifying core research titles – whether or not OSU Libraries currently subscribes.  

The faculty of one of my departments (Geosciences) identified several titles to which OSU Libraries 

don’t provide current access as core to their research agendas.  In the spirit of multitasking I decided 

to utilize ticTOCs as a tool for reviewing the recent content of these core titles and find out what 

types of research our geoscientists are missing. 

 My first step was to see if the journals did indeed show up in ticTOCs.  Of sixteen earth science 

and geography journals I searched for, fourteen had tables of contents available in ticTOCs.  The two 

titles that did not have an RSS feed were print journals published by a society in one case, and a 

university in the other.  Most of those that did have feeds were titles by well-known, large, academic 

publishers. 

For my second step,  I could have opted to use the myTOCS account to track the journals.  I 

preferred to work in an environment familiar to me and one that I already visit on a regular basis so I 

used Google Reader.  Also, ticTOCs uses Google Reader in their OPML example.  It took me less 

than two minutes to add my new TOC feeds to my Google Reader account in part due to the succinct 

step by step instructions provided by ticTOCs.  Now I am easily able to review the current content of 

these journals which will assist me in determining their priority in the library wishlist. 
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BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS OF TICTOCS 

Benefits 

 Free!  Something that we can share with our patrons that they can use to keep current in any 

setting.   

 No caveats about how patron access to the TOC service will disappear once they are no longer 

students, employees, or otherwise registered with the library. 

 Very easy to use – from account creation to exporting feeds.  The help and FAQ provided are 

well done. The OPML example for GoogleReader is simple and easy to follow. 

 Used in conjunction with a feed reader that supports OPML, ticTOCs provides a workable 

method of managing multiple journals’ TOC feeds simultaneously. 

Limitations 

 Though obvious from its name, ticTOCs does not support search alerts as some research 

databases and content providers do (e.g. Ingenta, EBSCO’s Academic Search Premier, Web of 

Science) so it is not a one stop shop for those currently using search alerts to keep current. 

 TicTOCs only covers publishers that provide RSS feeds for journal titles and content is limited 

to what the publishers choose to include in their RSS feed such as abstracts. 

 In addition to print publications that don’t have a strong online presence, electronic journals  

must have a table of contents RSS feed to be included.  Don’t expect all e-journals to be included 

in ticTOCs. 
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 Citation exports are only available for Refworks at this time. 

 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

The ticTOCs help section provides some insight into future developments about the service.  One 

important gem in the help document is that ticTOCs developers, in conjunction with a partner,  

CrossRef, are working on best practices for RSS feed creation and therefore contributing to possible 

standardization of journal feeds so that content is uniform – such as inclusion of abstracts.  

Adding functionality for users of citation management products other than RefWorks and alerts for 

users who prefer email over RSS feed readers are two other items described in the help page as being 

considered for improvement as of March 2009.  In addition, adding a search feature that lets users 

query for content by keyword using article titles and abstracts would move this service quickly along 

the path of being a viable free source for keeping current to those that do not have access to some of 

the bigger names in alerting services.  In the meantime, ticTOCs provides an excellent method of 

keeping up with new journal issues through their tables of contents. 

 

 


