


EVEN -AGED

MANAGEMENT

A Dynamic
Forest Practice

FOREWORD
Each year increasing millions of people visit the 33
National Forests in the Southmost of them to enjoy
some form of outdoor recreation. Many are surprised
to learn that the growing and marketing of timber is
a major National Forest activityan activity of vital
importance not only to the many communities that de-
pend on the processing of this timber for their economic
well-being but also to the national welfare. This timber
eventually provides paper, lumber, furniture, wallboard,
containers, and many other wood products for you and
your family.
Sooner or later, National Forest visitors notice timber
cutting and logging operations. Timber cuttings may be
to thin out overcrowded stands of young trees or to har-
vest stands of mature trees and prepare the areas for
a new timber crop. Many visitors, expecting only a
serene, undisturbed forest, wonder; "What goes on?"
They may not understand why timber is cut, or the way
it is cut. Some may become concerned over the effects
of the cutting on wildlife or on the forest scenery.
This booklet is primarily for the National Forest visitor
who wants to know more about timber management
practices on Southern Region National Forests. It de-
scribes other important forest resources and uses. Al-
though the booklet centers on management of the south-
ern pines, the same type of management is used in the
southern hardwoods.
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Even-Aged Forest Management in Practice. A Planned

Methodof Forest Use-A Never Ending Cycle...
A munaged forest s made up of many stands nrerminged n a pattern such as this drawing shows.
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EVEN-AGED MANAGEMENT... WHAT IS IT I

V . -- '. . . -

An even-aged stand of slash pine on the National Forests in Florida. These trees are al! the same age, species, and size.

Even-aged management as practiced on the National Forests is a system of growing,
harvesting, and reproducing timber in stands of trees of essentially the same age. Each
year a certain acreage of mature stands is harvested and replaced by a new growth of
young trees. Most of the harvested stands range in size from 40 to 200 acres and are
dispersed throughout the entire forest. All the trees in the new stand will be approx-
imately the same age.
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EVEN-AGED MANAGEMENT

...wllY?
. . because most of our southern trees re-

produce and grow best in full sunlight.
By growing trees of the same age in

relatively large areas, even-aged manage-
ment takes full advantage of this need.

because it is economicalstands ranging
from 40 to 200 acres in size make logging
and other woods operations easier and
cheaper.

The small trees in the center
of the picture were planted
one year after the others.
The lack of full sunlight
stunted them and they will
never catch up with the
larger trees.

V

Relatively large stands permit using such machinery as this drum
chopper to prepare the ground for planting or seeding a new
timber crop.
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Efforts are continuing n the
laboratory and the field to
find better ways to manage
our forests.

EVEN-AGED MANAGEMENT

WHY?

because it has scientific support. Timber
management research has demonstrated
the effectiveness of the even-aged man-
agement system, especially for larger for-
est-land ownerships such as the National
Forests.
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EVEN-AGED MANAGEMENT... llY?

because it is flexible. It can easily be mod-
ified to accommodate other forest re-
sources and uses such as outdoor recre-
ation, wildlife, and the water resource.

When this stand was thinned, the dogwood and other
f'owering shrubs and trees were protected to keep the
attractiveness of this forest scene.
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These trees and smaller vegetation have been left along a mountain trout stream to provide the shade
necessary to keep the water cool enough for trout to survive and reproduce.
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These oaks have been left in a young pine stand to provide acorns for squirrel and deer.
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This stand has reached maturity and is being harvested.

EVEN-AGED MANAGEMENT

WIT?

. because it will assure a continuous
flow of products from the forest to
timber-based industries.

After the ground is prepared, seedlings are planted
to replace the harvested stand.
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Even-Aged Management

PINE SEED TREE CUT
71 to 80 yrs.

PINE SEEDLING & SAPLING

1 to 15 yrs.

I
PINE POLE TIMBER

16 to 30 yrs.

MATURE SAWTIMBER YOUNG SAWTIMBER

10
61 to 70 yrs. 31 to 60 yrs.
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