
JK: Chattooga County people?

CH: That's right. Sumierville and Trion.

WN: That road (Highway 27) had a lot to do with Kartah Dell. When
they moved the road up.

CU: Moving the road wasn't the problem. It was the drunks that caused
the problems.

WN: The new road work did away with the parking spaces we had for Kartah
Dell. When they reworked Highway 27.

CU: I was with the Forest Service going on 14 years. I liked the work.
I had always worked in timber. When I was twelve years old I was
working around a sawmill. It was just the way I was brought up.
We cut 15,000 board feet some days - worked at the sawmill from sun
up to sun down. I remember sawing some fine 16 foot logs that were

cut from the vicinity of the Forest Service's firewood gathering

area (1984) over on the left in Manning Mill.

BF: I believe Frank Manning was telling me that they had an old steam
sawmill back up in that hollow you were talking about at Manning Mill.

CH: That's what we were sawing with over there (Manning Mill). It was
two miles back up in there.

BF: He (Frank Manning) was telling me about having to pull that steam
engine back out of there.

CH: Oh yea.

JK: Who bought most of the Forest Service timber back when they first
started selling it?

CH: The first we sold was to Cat Thomas over in Dalton. Did they saw it
there (in the woods at sale site)?

WN: They sawed it there at the sale.

CU: That's what I was thinking. I never will forget "Lankie" Spaulding

and the Ranger Bob Williams. This guy that lives over at Naomi Baptist
Church. What's his name Windozu? His mother lives over near Horn
Mountain. Anyway, they had a pair of.horses - must have gone over 1700
pounds. This crazy guy was snaking logs. We had to check him or he
would steal timber. He had the horses pulling a big log. As they went
up a small hill, the logs weight shifted and it made it hard for the
horses to pull it. The man was cussing, beating and hollering at the
horses. He finally threw down his lines and walked off toward the sawmill.

I looked around at the Ranger and Mr. Spaulding and asked them if they
minded me trying with the horses. It made me mad at the way he was
treating the horses. The Ranger said no. I went down there and started
talking to them - got them settled down. I got the lines and pulled the
logs over to the right. I used a small 2x4 to turn the logs. The horses
took the logs out easy. He (the original operator) came back. I had the

logs coming his way with no problem. The Ranger and Mr. Spaulding got a
big kick out of that



Frank Kuhn and Orrie Hanson. They weren't the type fellow you needed.

BF: Kuhn must not have stayed very long.

CH: He.didn't stay very long. Just as quick as the war was over he left.
He told me that's why he was with the Forest Service to keep from
going in the Army.

He called me after he moved toDalton. He told me the cab (wooden)
at Chestnut Mountain was getting bad. He hadn't paid any attention
to the rails up there, they were bad too. He wanted me to go over
there and do something about the tower. I went over there. I hadn't

been up there in a good while. The rails were rotten. If anybody
touched them they would fall off. I didn't carry anything to fix
them. He (Kuhn) called me the next morning and said "did you get the
Chestnut Mountain tower fixed up?" I said "no, I didn't". He flew
off in one of his fits. He asked me why I didn't. I told him,
"Ranger, I went up there and found the rails around there were so
rotten. It was worse than I thought and I didn't have anything to
fix them with. I told them I would fix them today." Sometimes my
temper would run up on me pretty well. I said, "Ranger, if you
want that damn tower fixed, you fix it yourself". It's a wonder he
didn't try to fire me. I went over there (Dalton) the next morning.
He had brought in one of his M-1 rifles. He said, "Cecil, are you
still mad, you still mad?" I said "yea, I'm still mad". He coimnenced

laughing and that was all to it.

TF: There was an office over in Dalton?

CH: Yea, yea. All the time Kuhn was here the office was over there. He
didn't stay in LaFayette any time.

TF: What was the office here (LaFayette) that was in the Bank of LaFayette?

CH: The first one - that's where H.O. Mills came to.

TF: When did the office move from LaFayette to Dalton?

CH: I can't tell you what year.

BF: It must have been about 1943.

CH: Frank Kuhn was the oniy Ranger who had his office in Dalton. When
Frank Kuhn moved in 1944, the office was moved back to LaFayette.
Frank had the office moved to Dalton because he was Catholic. There
wasn't a Catholic Church in LaFayette.

TF: Do you remember where the office was located? Was it located on the
Rocky Face side?

CH: In Dalton?

TF Yes This side of Dug Gap Mountain9



CU: It was right in town. Where Neal's Clothing store was. Right down
from it.

TF: It wasn't over on the Walnut Drive side?

WN: It was on the main drag.

CU: It sure was inconvenient to dtive way dyer there. I don't know why
the Supervisor's Off ice let him move it over to Dalton.

TF: The office for the Cohutta Ranger District has always been in Chatsworth?

CH: Cohutta District?

TF: Yes, over at Chatsworth.

CU: No, it was at Holly Creek.

TAN: It used to be at Blue Ridge until the area was divided up.

CU: The Chattahoochee adjoins the Cherokee. I did a lot of work in North
Carolina.

You boys may think I'm lying, but my biggest struggle right now is
finding something I can do. I love to work, I didn't care what my job
assignments were on the Arinuchee District. I enjoyed doing as much one
job as another while I worked on the District.

TF: Did you have any areas of work you liked to do best on the District?
Did you like the fire prevention/fire suppression work as opposed to
the timber work?

CU: I never really did any timber work. I've been on Rock Creek on wildlife.
I still feel like I'm part of the Forest Service.

TF: Oh yea, yea.

CU: I don't guess I'll ever get out of it.

TF: That's right. Once in your blood, always there.

CU: Well, I hope I've been some help.

TF: I'll say you have. I appreciate your coming to the office and giving
us your time.



TRANSCRIPT

Windom Neal and Bob Fitzpatrick Interview

Windom Neal, presently the Timber Sales Administrator, hired by
the U. S. Forest Service, Aruiuchee Ranger District, in 1948; Bob
Fitzpatrick, presently the Surveying Technician, hired by the
U. S. Forest Service, Armuchee Ranger District, in 1962. Individuals
interviewed primarily by Tom Fearrington with assistance from
Joe King and Ann Pope.

Date: December 18, 1985 Time: 9:30 - 11:00

Subject: Activities on the Arinuchee Ranger District from 1948
to the present (1986).

Equipment Used: A General Electric cassette tape recorder and
TDKr D 90 tape. Tape is on file at the Armuchee Ranger District
Office in LaFayette, Georgia.

Codes Used: JK - Joe King - District Ranger
TF - Tom Fearrington - Forester
BF - Bob Fitzpatrick - Surveying Technician
WN - Windom Neal - Timber Sales Administrator
AP - Ann Pope - Support Services Specialist

Tape #1 Side A 45 Minutes

TF: Okay Windom, regarding when you were hired in 1948, could you
tell us a little of what your duties were? I understand you
were hired by Ranger Bob Williams. You were hired initially
as a temporary worker. Could you tell us what you did as a
temporary worker?

WN: Well, I was hired in August, 1948. I started out that summer
doing telephone maintenance, keeping up telephone lines to the
towers and the fire warden's houses. I also trimmed road banks
and brushed vegetation out of curves. I did repair work on the
towers and performed recreation area maintenance activities.
It was summer work - that was about it.

TF: When you say temporary do you remember what months you worked
during the summer/winter? How many months out of 12 would you
actually be working for the U. S. Forest Service?

WN: Well, I started out during the summer, but during the fall, I
served as a fire tower lookout. I worked as needed during the
fall fire season. During the winter months, if the money was
available, we would work.

TF: I guess the pay would be different. The seasonal work during
the summer would pay one rate per hour and the winter work in
the fire towers would pay another rate per hour? It wouldn't
all pay the same would it?
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WN: I was paid sixty cents (.60) an hour for my summer work and
one dollar ($1.00) an hour for my fall fire tower duties.

TF: You made more working on the fire tower than the summer field
work?

WN: Yes, I got more overtime on the fires. There were very few
fires that I got to go on - I was usually in the fire tower.

TF: You worked as a temporary worker until 1952?

WN: Yea, 1952.

TF: At that time you came on as a permanent worker?

WN: Yea.

TF: How many other people prior to your being hired as a permanent
worker were working as seasonals? I'm referring to the summer
work.

WN: There were three other guys. Cecil Huggins was on full time.
Three others besides Cecil were on temporary job tours.

TF: There were you and Cecil and two others?

WN: Let's see. There was L. Z. Smith, R. L. Stone - he worked
very little - and Ernest Stancil worked some.

TF: Did your duties change when you came on permanently in 1952?
How did you change in your work assignments from what you did
in 1948? Did you work as a lookout in the fire towers?

WN: No, I didn't work in the lookout towers anymore after I came
on as a permanent worker. They had other people working in
the towers.

TF: What would be a normal day for you as a permanent employee?

WN: I worked in timber mostly - checking timber sales - basically
what I'm doing now.

TF: I know we talked a little bit when we talked with Cecil about
the first timber sale. He said it was in 1945 down at the
Pocket. Would it be safe to assume that this was the start of
any timber cutting operations on the District?

WN: I expect so. I did mark some timber back in 1949. This was
my first experience in timber marking.

TF: But you didn't do any type of timber work in 1948?

WN: No.

TF: You were working on the telephone lines and performing road
maintenance activities.



WN: Yea.

TF: When would you say you really began timber management on the
District? The District had its first timber sale in 1945, you
did work in timber in the late 1940's and in 1952 - you were
working exclusively in timber. Was there a time between 1948
and 1952 when the District went more to timber?

WN: Well, there was very little dbne in timber until the early
1950's. It must have been around 1955 or so before we
actually had crews. We used axes at this time.

TF: Was this when you started using the hypo-hatchet?

WN: No, it was a regular two bit axe. We were girdling the
hardwood trees. (Girdling involves severing the bark, cambium
and sometimes the sapwood in a ring extending entirely around
the trunk of the tree.)

TF: I know based on my experience on other Districts, that all they
seemed to be girdling were hickory trees. Is that correct?

WN: Well, yes and some Chestnut Oaks too. Most of the larger
hardwood trees - species didn't seem to matter.

TF: What was the point of girdling the Chestnut and Hickory
trees?

WN: If the crews didn't do a good job of girdling the hardwoods,
some would be standing there with one side of them dead - the
crews were actually trying to release the pines that were
growing under the large hardwoods.

TF: You weren't performing hardwood management? You were trying to
girdle the trees to release the pines. Were these pines that you
released in areas that were previously planted or fields that
had come up naturally with pines?

WN: Some of the areas were natural stands that we would go in and
release. Most of the work was in areas that had been cut over.

TF: I didn't know whether it was old farm land that had been bought
by the government or not. This acquired land had grown up
naturally in oak and pine. You all determined that this was a
good pine site and decided to manage for pines. With this pine
management concept you and the crew entered the area and girdled
the hardwood in order to release the desired pine.

WN: Yes, this is true. On some of the larger trees maybe around an old
house place or a field we were preparing to plant - that was all
we would do to those sites.
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TF: Did you go in and do any release or thinning in plantations

established by the enrollees at the Pocket Civilian Conservation

Corps?

WN: No, we never did any release work on those.

TF: You mainly just let these areas go until it was time to perform

a commercial thinning. You n?ver did any work until it was

time to be thinned.

WN: That's right.

TF: When did you first start using chemicals? Did that come in the
1950's or was it later on before you used herbicides for site
preparation prior to planting or for timber release work?

: I don't know when the District started using chemicals in its
timber management program.

BF: Late 1950's or early 1960's. They were using them when I came
to work on the District (1962).

TF: Prior to the use of herbicides, the only type of release work
you were doing was the girdling with the axes - no chemical
injection whatsoever?

WN: We'll check the records on this and see what we can find out
about when herbicides were first utilized on the District.

BF: I came here in 1962 and the District was using 2,4,5 T.

TF: Going back again to the late 1940's and then bringing it up to
the present, at what point did the Georgia Forestry Commission
become involved with fire suppression on government land?

WN: Ever since they were started in 1951/1952.

TF: Didn't they have a State Department of Forestry which was the
predecessor to the present Georgia Forestry Commission?

WN: No, up to 1951 unless the wildfire was on or threatening government
land, the U. S. Forest Service would not take action to suppress
the wildfire. If it was on private land it would just burn unless
the private landowners got together and put the wildfire out.

TF: What you're saying then is, the state did not get involved with
wildfire suppression activities on private land until the 1950's.
Until that time, the U. S. Forest Service just suppressed wildfires
on government lands or on private lands threatening the government.

WN: Yes.

TF: Do you remember who the first Ranger was with the Walker County
Unit - Georgia Forestry Commission?

-101-



WN: Ralph McCurdy was the first Walker County Ranger.

TF: That was in the early 1950's?

WN: 1952, I believe.

BF: Did Sonny Huggins (now a Georgia State Senator) go to work
with the State (Georgia Forestry Commission) at that time
(early 1950's) or did he work for the government a while?

WN: Well, Sonny was working with the U. S. Forest Service until
the Georgia Forestry Commission was established. He went to
work with the Georgia Forestry Commission down in Douglas
County. He cane back to Walker County a few years later as the
Walker County Ranger.

TF: On the site preparation burns for wildlife and site preparation
burns prior to planting, did you all do these burns early on -
1940's, 1950's - or was this something that came about in the
1960's?

WN: We didn't do any site preparation burning until the late 1960's.

BF: The District didn't burn off fields prior to planting?

WN: No.

TF: Prior to planting, what did the District do to prepare the area
for planting? In a cutover area did you cut down all the timber
that was commercially unmerchantable? Did you saw it down?

WN: That's what we did with the axes.

TF: You would go in and girdle the pole timber that could not be
sold commercially at the mill. You would then plant the
site. There was no site preparation for the seedlings using
a burning program?

WN: There was no burning at all.

TF: What kind of seedling survival would you record on the planted
sites?

WN: It was surprising. It was around 80 - 90 percent survival.

TF: That's on ridge and valley sites?

WN: Yes, that was before we had refrigeration (seedlings are now kept
in refrigerated coolers prior to planting). We would trench our
seedling out. (Trenching is planting the seedling in bunched rows
covering the roots with dirt to insure the seedlings would survive
until they were transferred to the Cut over area for planting)

TF: Do you remember where you got your seedlings?

No, really I don't I believe some came from Wahalla, South Carolina
I don't know



TF: I believe Cecil Huggiris said that some of the seedlings came from
Sheffield,Alabama

WN: I think maybe most of the loblolly seedlings came from there.

TF: You were planting mostly loblolly pine seedlings?

WN: Well, we planted some shortleaf on Little Sand Mountain. We got
a pretty good amount of shortleaf pine seedlings.

TF: I noticed on some areas like Maddox Gap, you planted some white pine,
looks like underplanting work. Did you do very much work with white
pine early on (1950's) or did white pine planting efforts begin in
the 1960's or 1970's?

WN: About 1955 when the District first planted white pines, George
Biskey was the District Ranger when we started planting white pines.

TF: George was here from 1953 to 1957.

WN: He (George) had the first white pines planted.

TF: Do you remember the area first planted with white pines?

WN: We planted some down in West Armuchee Dry Creek.

TF: Is that the area off Dry Creek Road where the Forest Service
Road crosses the paved Dry Creek Road?

BF: Yea, goes up to a spring.

WN: We planted some white pine in the Stover Creek area.

BF: Windom, did you plant those chestnuts in the McCutcheon Cove area
or did somebody else plant them?

WN: No, the CCC enrollees planted them.

TF: American Chestnuts?

BF: No, Chinese Chestnuts. They were trying to get chestnuts started
back in the area.

TF: Are the chestnuts still living?

WN: No the ice storm of 1960 killed them. We went in one time with
the crews and cleaned out around the chestnut trees. After that
the ice stripped the limbs off the trees.

TF: What about early wildlife management work? Did you do much wildlife

work? Did you have KV money set aside during a commercial timber
sale for, enhancing wildlife habitat in the sale area in the 1950's
and early 1960's?
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WN: We didn't have any deer. The only thing done for the wildlife

in the early 1950's and 1960's was the log landings were seeded
for quail. We planted lespedeza. We didn't start constructing
water holes until the 1970's.

TF: Did we have the Georgia Game and Fish Commission's cooperation?
Were they doing any work on government land in the 1950's?

WN: No, not in the 1950's. I don't remember when the John's Mountain
Wildlife Management Area was established. It must have been in
the early 1960's. Do you remember, Bob?

BF: No, I don't. It was before the 1960's or early 1960's. Do you
remember, Windom, when the 2,000 acre fire occurred at the Pocket?

WN: That was in 1960.

BF: It was established before then because I was working with Bowaters.
(The John's Mountain Wildlife Management Area was established on
January 14, 1958.)

TF: That was the fire that burned over to Horn Mountain from the
Pocket Road?

WN: That was the largest fire we ever had on the Armuchee Ranger District.

BF: We stopped the fire at Snake Creek Gap Road (Georgia Highway 136).
I was working with Bowaters then.

TF: The fire burned from Johns Mountain along the Pocket Road on up
through Furnace Creek.

WN: That was the year, March 2, 1960, that the ice damage hit and tore
up all our timber on the District.

TF: Let's talk about the ice storm of 1960. I suppose there was a lot
of salvage work done. Do you remember how many thousand board feet
of timber was destroyed?

WN: No, I don't. We had help come in from other Districts. A couple of
fellows came in and scaled logs. The District Ranger at the time -
Bill Chapparo - called the Supervisor's Office and told them about
the ice damage. The Supervisor's Office was reluctant to send help.
It took two or three telephone calls to convince the Supervisor's
Office of what the District had.

TF: What areas on the District received the most damage? Was the damage

wide spread?

I guess the Pocket Road area was hit hardest, but ice damage was
everywhere on the District - about 55 percent of the District was
affected.
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BF: Do you remember how long it took to get to the Pocket Recreation Area?

WN: It was about a week before we could get to the recreation area.

BF: It took that long to cut the road out.

TF: I heard Redwine Cove received a lot of damage.

WN: It did. Throughout the District we cut trees hanging over the roads.

BF: There was more young timber along the Pocket Road susceptible to
ice damage.

WN: Yes, timber that the CCC boys had set Out. The timber was getting
up around 10 inches in diameter on the average. The ice storm really
made a mess. It was a week after the storm before we were able to
reach the Narrows Tower. The tower looked like one big icicle. The
sun would shine on the tower but it stayed so cold the ice on the
tower would not melt.

BF: You didn't take a picture of the tower did you Windom?

WN: No, I didn't. Wish I had. We had sawmillers all along the Narrows
Road. They were sawrnilling the back side of Taylor's Ridge when the
ice storm hit. They had to use mules to drag the logs. The sawmill
workers had to carry the mules' feed about two or three days until
they cut the road out to reach these animals.

BF: In a pure pine stand when one pine broke under the weight of the
ice, they all broke. In stands mixed with pine and hardwood, the
hardwood would hold the pines up and prevent them from breaking.

WN: There were sections where the hardwood would go down too. I saw
hickory trees 20-24 inches in diameter laying on the ground.

TF: Do you remember how many operators came in to salvage the timber?

WN: We had several but the thing about it was that the damage was on
private land too. The damage was so widespread that people bought
more than they could handle. The loggers were paying only for what
they got out. There was a scale point set up for the timber. When
the operator pulled out, the scaler would be there to check his
load out. We had one fellow that had bought so much timber that it
had started turning blue on him. He bought a spray outfit so he
could cover the bluing with paint. People would come in and ask
"How much is the wood already painted?" The timber all went for the
same price. The logger said he could sell every stick he had painted.
The bluing didn't hurt the strength of the wood. It just affected
the looks of the timber.

TF: What did he do, try to change the color?

WN: He painted it.



TF: So you would not see the bluing.

WN: That's right, he sold it faster than any of his other timber.

BF: I was working at a pulpwood yard at Varnell at the time of the
ice storm. It was about 30 miles from the Pocket Road to the
pulpwood yard there. I don't know how much pulpwood I bought which
came from the Pocket area. All the. Davis boys - everybody in this
part of the District hauled it up to me. We shipped all the pulpwood
we could. When we couldn't ship it, we would set the timber on
the ground. You could barely drive a hyster lift tractor around
the woodyard because of all the timber hauled in as a result of
the ice storm. The mill was overloaded. The woodyard was
overloaded. We finally had to quit buying timber we had so
much.

TF: Windoin, I imagine that in the early 1940's and 1950's thinning
was the primary timber harvesting method on the District.
Shelterwood type cuts and selection cutting were also used.

WN: That's right.

TF: Do you remember the first clearcut on the District?

WN: I remember it, but I don't know the date.

TF: Where was it - the area?

WN: I don't know. We weren't limited to 40 acres as we are today.
Back then (late 1960's) we could cut over 100 acres.

TF: The first clearcut wouldn't have been over in the Oostanaula
area would it?

WN: The clearcuts began on this District in the mid 1960's.

TF: In the Hidden Creek area, there is a clearcut almost 400 acres

in size.

BF: The first clearcut I helped mark was behind the rock house in
the Hidden Creek area.

TF: That's the one I'm talking about.

BF: I'm sure there were some clearcuts before this. (The clearcut
behind the rock house.)

TF: I don't know whether there were any clearcuts done in the late
1960's on Chestnut Mountain or not. The Hill City compartment
near Chestnut Mountain was clearcut in 1967-1968.

WN: Yea, we had one large area off the east side of Chestnut Mountain
just nrth of Hill City.

-106-



TF: In the 1940's and 1950's when a timber operator purchased a
timber sale, how was the road construction handled - much the
same way as now - purchaser credit?

WN: The operator built the road. Pretty much like it's handled
now. We used more temporary roads in the 1940's and 1950's.
I don't know the year we started the system road program.

BF: Was the Smith Gap Road from Smith Gap down to Ruff Creek the
first road engineered as a system road?

WN: It may have been. The lower end of that road was layed out by me
though.

BF: Windom, you know a guy from Blairsville (Brasstown Ranger District)
came over and help lay that road out during the Accelerated
Public Works Program - in 1963 or 1964. There may have been a
system road before this one - I don't know.

TF: I imagine the other roads that existed on the District prior to
the construction of "system" roads were roads built by the CCC
enrollees? These CCC roads were later called system roads.

BF: A lot of them were old county roads. The CCC'S reworked them.

TF: The Chestnut Mountain road leading to the fire tower was a CCC
constructed road wasn't it?

WN: Yes, the CCC boys built all the roads leading to the tower sites -
Narrows, Crystal Springs and Dick's Ridge.

TF: Did the road leading to the Dick's Ridge fire tower start at
the present paved Dick's Creek Road or off the dirt Ponder
Creek Road?

WN: The Dick's Creek Road - It left about where the old chicken
houses are now.

BF: There's an old barn beside the road leading to the tower.

TF: Do we have a right-of-way to this road now or was the right-of-way
temporary just while the U. S. Forest Service maintained a fire
tower on Dick's Ridge?

WN: I don't know. Today we can't get in Crystal Springs - the old
tower road is gated.

TF: Going back to the District Rangers. We've discussed Bob Williams
during the interview with Cecil Huggins. I would like you to do
a personality profile on the remainder of the Rangers. After
Bob Williams was Johnie Davis.

WN: Johnie was on the District one year?

1



TF: Yes, Johnie was on the District from 1952-1953. What do you remember
about him?

WN: That was a bad year for all the employees. There wasn't any money
to run the District like he wanted to run it. He was hard on the
employees. We didn't get to work much.

TF: Do you know where he transferred to after his tour on the Arinuchee?

WN: Last I heard he moved to an experiment station, but I don't know
the state. I do remember one thing about him. He was quick to
accuse people of things whether he was right or not. He would
jump the gun too quick - hot headed. He lectured one private
landowner about letting a wildfire get out from around his chicken
houses and burn on government land. Johnie told the landowner
that he was going to charge him for suppressing the fire. The
landowner's wife came over and said she "wore the britches in
this house" and to talk to her about paying the suppression costs.

TF: How about George Biskey?

WN: George was really a good fellow to work with. He was like most
District Rangers. He expected a day's work. He sent me out one
morning to the Villanow Work Center. This was when John Allen
was here as the forester. I was going to Blue Ridge, Georgia
with George that morning. John was going to ride out to
Villanow. Ernest Stancil had the KV crew at the time. I told
Ernest that George and John were coling out to the work center.
George had wanted Ernest to wait on him until he arrived at the
work center. It came time to go to work; so Ernest told the
boys to load up. I didn't say anything else to them. I felt
I had done .my job by telling Ernest that the District Ranger
wanted him to wait. George came out and wanted to know where
Ernest was. I told him Ernest had waited until work starting
time and left for the field. George asked me if I had arrived
at the work center in time to tell Ernest to wait on him. I told
the Ranger that I had. George and Ernest had some words about
this later.

TF: Do you know where George went after leaving Armuchee?

WN: He went to Dahionega, Georgia. He retired there.

TF: Bill Chapparo. He was the next District Ranger.

WN: Bill was a good ranger, I guess you could say he was tOo good
for his own good. He was an easy going guy.

BF: I believe Bill and Jack McCormick had about the same personality;
real easy going.



TF: John Allen, he came here, I noticed in the District records, from
Mississippi as a forester back in the early 1950's.

WN: John went from the Artnuchee up to the Chestatee Ranger District
in Dahionega then he came back to the Armuchee Ranger District
as the District Ranger.

TF: Was John easy to work with? I guesshe knew the crew from his
forester assignment on the District. Did you notice a change
in his behavior toward the crew when he returned as the District
Ranger? Were there any personality clashes with the crew since
he had been an assistant on the Armuchee before?

WN: No, not really. One thing you could say about John is that you
would have to "toot your own whistle". He wasn't going to "toot"
it for you. He was that type of fellow.

SF: He was a good ranger. He was the best paperwork man I've ever
seen. He could make anything look good on paper. I never will
forget this - I've got to throw this in. He had a little sports
car - his personal car. One day, he got in his car and went
over to Gainesville, Georgia to the Supervisor's Office. He
charged his mileage to his personal vehicle. When he got back
to the District, the Supervisor's Office sent John a letter
saying that if there was a government vehicle available you
will not be able to use your personal car and charge mileage.
John sat down - I saw the report - it was about four pages long.
John told them where every government vehicle on the District
was, what the vehicles were being used for, and why they were.
needed. John said the only vehicle available to him was an
old Oliver crawler tractor. He had figured how many hours it
would have taken him and how much gas it would have taken to
drive the Oliver crawler tractor to Gainesville and back. I

saw that report. I guess it is in the Supervisor's Office now
as a conversation piece.

TF: What did the Supervisor's Office do, send John a reply and tell
him that he should have driven the Oliver crawler tractor up
there?

BF: No, I think they paid him mileage.

WN: That's like George Biskey did. He had a wildfire report he sent
to Gainesville. In the report, he estimated the wind speed to
be 100 miles an hour. They sent the report back and said that
the wind speed couldn't be right. The wanted it changed. He

didn't change it. George sent it back and said that was his
estimate and if they wanted it changed, they could do it - he
wasn' t.

WN: John Allen was the type of person that liked to work with equipment.
The equ.ipment had to be "up to snuff" at all times. He spent a
lot of time working on the crawler tractor. I remember a wildfire
we went to one time. I was marking timber down at High Point. John
picked up the crawler tractor and met us at the fire. We got there

at about the same time John drove the crawler tractor up to the
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fire, but once he got to the fire, he got off of it. I had to

plow the fire out.

BF: John Allen gave Jack Fortin a problem from the fact that John
always wanted to show something on paper. When Jack Fortin
came here, he wanted the site preparation and release work
done in a precise manner. The Supervisor's Office would say
"you've been doing 'x' amount of acres in the past (while
John Allen was the District Ranger) and now you're only
turning in this amount of work." Jack would say "we can't
equal what was reported in the past. They must have been
doing it in the past, but we can't match or exceed these
goals now."

John Allen was a paperwork man. He sent in a lot of good
looking maps of work being done. It made it unfair for Jack
in that Jack's work performance was being evaluated based on
John's ability to report the District's accomplishments
through well prepared reports.

When Jack Fortin was here, we
the way we were accomplishing
the system back to the way it
was actually accomplished out

TF: How about Paul Fuller?

had to send in reports justifying
our goals. Jack Fortin changed
is now - reporting only what
in the field.

BF: There wasn't anything wrong with Paul. I did have some personality
clashes with him.

WN: I'll tell you one thing about him. You could suggest something.
Paul would respond "that's a good idea but why haven't you already
been doing it that way?"

TF: Where did Paul go when he left the Armuchee Ranger District?

BF: He went to a forest in Arkansas on an Oklahoma District. I think

he's still there. (Paul Fuller is the District Ranger)

WN: A range land.

BF: There's one District in Arkansas that extends on over into

Oklahoma. Last I heard Paul was still there. (Tiak Ranger

District, Idabel, Oklahoma)

TF: Where did Jack Fortin go when he left the Arinuchee Ranger District?



BF: He went to the Brasstown Ranger District (Blairsville, Georgia)
and from there to North Carolina. I don't know where he is now.
He may be retired. (Jack is the Forest Planner, Ozark National
Forest, Russellvjlle, Arkansas.)

TF: Where did John Allen go after serving on the Armuchee Ranger
District? I know he's retired now. Didn't he go to Florida?

WN: Florida and then to Mississrppi and Louisiana. He retired from
the Regional Office in Atlanta.

TF: Jack McCormick?

BF: Jack went to the Brasstown Ranger District. He's on the
Ouachita now.

TF: What kind of District Ranger was Jack. How did he relate to
the employees? What kind of leadership style did he have?

WN: Jack really worked for the men on this District. He would try
to help the men.

BF: He thought more of the employees than he did the work. He was
almost too easy with the employees. I understand Jack changed
some when he went to the Brasstown Ranger District.

WN: That's what I heard. I never could understand it.

BF: Jack Fortin had diabetes. He changed in personality while he
was on this District.

TF: Forrest Carpenter?

WN: He was the type that was looking at the work you did all the time.
He expected work out of the District employees. Forrest had me
drive into LaFayette from the work center one time after he
first transferred to the District and asked tue a few questions
about the District. I told him if he tried to run everything
over the employees that they would give him trouble. I told
him if the employees were treated like human beings that the
District goals would be met.

BF: I've always said depending on how Joe (King) turns out that Forrest
was the best District Ranger to work for. This doesn't have anything
to do with how Forrest treated people. He was a real planner and
knew what was happening on the District all the time.

TF: Where did Forrest go after the Armuchee Ranger District?

BF: He went to Clayton didn't he?

Yea.
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BF: He's on his way up. What is he, Deputy Forest Supervisor now?

TF: Yea, somewhere I don't know which forest. (Forrest was the
Deputy Forest Supervisor on the George Washington National
Forest. He is now the Forest Supervisor on the Allegheny National
Forest in Pennsylvania.) What about District Ranger Paul Bullard?

WN: Paul really looked at the employee's work.

BF: To me Paul was like two separate District Rangers - like
Jack Fortin, he had personality changes.

WN: It may be just my opinion, but I feel like Paul had his buddies.
(laughs)

BF: Paul did more for me than some other District Rangers. I
got more raises under Paul. I didn't always agree with the work
Paul was doing on the District.

WN: Paul would take care of his employees as far as giving them
promotions and overtime.

BF: Paul was a good man. I guess if he hadn't traded Little Sand
Mountain away as part of a land exchange, I would have worked
well with him (laughs).

TF: Do you all have any general coents to make?

BF: Do you want to discuss the forester assistants to the District
Rangers through the years?

TAPE #1 SIDE B 25 MINUTES

TF: We can, what about John Allen? He was the first forester
assistant prior to coming back to the Armuchee as the District
Ranger? John was a forester on the District from 1956 - 1958.

WN: I remember one time John was marking some timber on Chestnut
Mountain. George Biskey, the District Ranger at that time, sent
me out with the release crew for a couple of days. John had to
mark timber by himself. John didn't like this a bit. John kept
saying he wanted off this district. He wanted to be the Forest
Supervisor (Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests) that was his
big dream.

TF: What about Gene Jackson? He was on the Armuchee Ranger District
from 1958-1961.

BF: Windom he was the one that went with you, Don Hanmontree and me to
the wildfire at Mack White Gap. John Allen (District Ranger at the
time) had hung up a lantern beside the road to mark the way to the
fire. We made about four passes and missed the lantern. We finally
met up with John. He was mad. The Georgia Forestry Conmiission was
there. They had the fire already suppressed.



BF: John sent you (Windom), Don, Gene and me out on the fire to cut
an old dead black oak. The oak must have been 24 inches in
diameter with a dull Polaski. We finally cut the tree down,
but it took some time to do it.

TF: George Hemingway, Jr.

WN: Bascom.

Al': I taught him about the U. S. Forest Service.

BF: He was a good fellow.

TF: Jack Steelmon.

A.P: Jack was a pretty good boy. He had a Master's Degree in Forestry.

BF: He had a personality problem. He was bashful - even around men.

Al': He wasn't bashful - just reserved.

BF: His wife did all the talking. He was from High Point, North Carolina.

TF: Bob Butler.

WN: Bob had the two kids.

BF: I always liked Bob. He went back to the Corp of Engineers. I went
by to see him when we went out west. I went to see Jack Steelmori
and Bob Butler when I went out west.

WN: Bob found an old wagon somewhere and bought it. He put it up in
his front yard for his kids to play on. He lived over there close
to the LaFayette airport.

Al': Remember that mynah bird he brought in here one day?

BF: Ann didn't get along with the mynah bird.

TF: Jere Hancock.

WN: Jere, he would go out one day and look at a stand of timber and he
never could find it again.

TF: Was Jere the TMA or the ORA?

JK: He started out being the only assistant.

TF: Then Joel Gardner came to the District and the Arinuchee had two
foresters.

JK: Joel was a trainee forester - wasn't he? He was supervised by
Jere Hancock.

AP: That's right.
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BF: Jere was a fine fellow, but I understand that it took three sticks

of dynamite to get him loose from his desk.

WN: Jere was the acting District Ranger for six months.

TF: When Tim Traugott came to the District in 1975, Jere became the

ORA?

WN: That's right.

TF: What do you all remember about Tim Traugott?

BF: Tim was a real technical type individual. He pushed for everything

he got.

JK: Tim was responsible for turning the timber program around on the

District. He got the timber program going like it should be.

AP: He got Vernon Hall started in the direction he's going today.
(Silvicultural Technician)

WN: He started the use of hypo-hatchets on the District.

BF: He also pushed planting a good bit.

JK: And seedling survival checks. He really started a good reforestation

program on the District.

TF: Larry Furniss.

JK: He was here when Jere was here?

TF: No, Larry came in when Jere had just transferred. They might have

been here a few months together. Jere left in 1977 and Larry came

in 1977.

AP: Larry came in as the TMA.

TF: Jim Kidd.

BF: I think Jim was a real fine forester. He was the kind of fellow

that wanted to do something.

JK: He liked to try new silvicultural methods.

TF: Do you remember when you started using hypo-hatchets and injectors
to apply herbicides?



BF: The first chemical injector we used was called a "Reul Little".
(It is not known whether or not this was the brand name.) It
was a big barrel gun with 10 percent 2,4,5 T; 10 percent kerosene!
diesel fuel and 80 percent water. That's what I started out using
in 1962. We used just axes without herbicides (girdled the trees).
I remember using one hollow handled hypo-hatchet with some type of
herbicide with an arsenic base. I used it experienientally on the
ridge below where the Johns Mountain Fire Tower used to be. It
worked good - must have been around 1965.

TF: Did you girdle the tree with the hypo-hatchet?

BF: Yes, but the girdle was hacked around the tree waist high.

TF: The chemical was injected into the tree?

BF; Yes.

TF: You used it on hardwoods - not pines? It was used for pine release
work?

BF: We used the hypo-hatchet for site preparation work. It was just
used in an experiment. The Gem-Jim replaced the "Reul Little"
injector. The hypo-hatchet wasn't ever used on the District
except on the small experimental plot I used it on at Johns
Mountain. They were using Gem-Jim guns on this District. This
was in 1965/1966.

TF: When did you all start using fire for site preparation prior to
planting?

BF: Late 1960'á wasn't it?

TF: Prior to this, what you're saying then is that you would just go
in and site prepare an area for planting by girdling the remaining
trees with an axe in the 1950's. In the 1960's you came in and
started using herbicides with injectors and hypo-hatchets. Burning
for site preparation was not used until the late 1960's.

BF: They started using the hypo-hatchet after I came off the crew while
Vernon Hall or Kenneth Alexander was supervising the crew.

TE: Then I guess they started using the Chem-spot guns with liquid
VelparR in 1984?

tIN: 1983.

TF: I guess the District used VelparR grid balls in 1983? Up until
1982, the District was using injectors?

WN: That's right.



SF: We were using the hypo-hatchets some too for site preparation.

WN: In the late 1960's we never really had any clearcuts. They
(U. S. Forest Service) would spray the timber and then we would
mark it.

TF: You would mark dying timber?

BF: 2,4,5 T would not kill the pines.

TF: All you were killing were the hardwoods?

SF: Yes, killing the hardwood and cutting out the pines.

TF: What were you doing with the hardwood you left dying?

BF: Nothing. In the late 1960's we didn't salvage the hardwood for
firewood.

WN: There wasn't a commercial market for hardwood. Hardwood pulpwood
did not come on the market until 1979-1980. Mead Paper Company
established a mill in Dalton, Georgia.

BF: Bowaters would take a little hardwood, but it wasn't enough to
do any good. Bowaters Paper Company did some aerial spraying
in 1958-1960. They were spraying hardwoods for site preparation.
The chemical didn't kill the hardwoods and we had to go back in
and site prepare the area with injectors.

TF: Sam K. Greenwood used a transit when he was establishing the District
boundaries.

SF: He didn't paint the lines. He just set the corners, made descriptions
of the property, and made the deeds - that was it. After that I
don't know how they'd do when they had a timber sale. I believe
they would go out with a staff compass and find the line to the
corner - then paint the line. When George Biskey was here, he
established a program to run some of the District lines on fire
standby.

WN: I've been out on class 4 fire days running landlines.

BF: Most of the landlines were run by George Biskey with a staff compass
and two men behind him pulling a survey chain. I understand, George
didn't have a rod with him. He would just shoot from tree to tree
and find the corners. Once at the corner, George would correct his
line and paint it.

TF: You used the staff compass up to what year?



BF: 1965. I ran a little bit of the District lines with a transit
after 1965. We may have used the staff compass on a tract or
two during land exchanges. In 1973, 1 went exclusively to the
transit. Jerry Pless (Land Surveyor in the Supervisor's Office)
came over and showed me how to use it.

TF: From 1973 to 1982 you used the transit. In 1982 you began using
the theodolite.

BF; Yes, that's right.



SUMMARY

The National Forest Reservation Commission's approval of the Armuchee

Purchase Unit during Fiscal Year 1937 was the conceptual end to a

dream envisioned by Mrs. Buelah Shropshire Taylor. Mrs. Taylor's

recognition for the need to protect Northwest Georgia's unique and

scenic natural resources was an rudimentary symbol for the

perpetuation of these environmental resources.

Prior to the U. S. Forest Service, Armuchee Ranger District's planned

systematic management program of action for Northwest Georgia's land

based resources, forested tracts of lands were burned with great

regularity. Many of these destructive fires were the result of the

individual's complacency and lack of forethought in the area of fire

prevention education. This fact was compounded by a broad-based apathy

toward prevention minded proponents who attempted to educate them.

Often individuals who burned their fields, debris and forested tracts

of land did so in a reckless, uncontemplating manner - "individuals of

habit". They had seen their father or close relatives burn their fields,

incinerate their trash, and clear understory vegetation from their

forested tracts of land through an acquired philosophy of neglectful

burning.

With respect to the Armuchee Ranger District's close proximity to

heavily populated areas such as Dalton and Rome, Georgia, and Chattanooga,

Tennessee, heavy logging had degraded vast tracts of forested land. These

timber tracts extended from the moist, fertile valleys to the steep, dry
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During the early logging operations prior to the acquisition of these

private lands in the 1930's and 1940's for the newly organized

Arinuchee Ranger District, emphasis had been placed on establishing

and maintaining a viable profit margin. These timber harvesters were

not placing investment capital back into a program which would

encourage the establishment and nourishment of pine and hardwood

seedlings - seedlings which would ensure a sound, productive timber

base for the future.

Areas growing stately, natural stands of pine and hardwood were reduced

following logging operations to timber tracts now containing only

trees of poor genetic quality - cull trees; bent, hollow, and disease

prone trees.

With respect to once beautiful, majestic pine stands, genetically

inferior trees would grow back due to the genetically inferior trees

left to serve as parent trees. The same principle applies to hardwoods.

Hardwood sprouting following timber cuts often resulted in poor second

generation hardwood forests due to the rapid growth and dominance of

urimerchantable tree species such as maple and sweetgums. The more

merchantable oaks and hickories may be suppressed by these undesirable

hardwood species. The capital outlay necessary to grow stands of

superior pine and hardwood timber should have been a major cotnmittment

of the early logger prior to the acquisition of private holdings for

the Armuchee Ranger District. The planting of genetically superior

pine and the treatment of undesirable hardwoods would have had a positive

impact on current timber management - whether it be with respect to

acquired government holdings or land tracts retained by the private

landowners.



Through the early absence of a fundamental wildlife management program,

the deer populations were slim and the turkey populations were

nonexistent. As retired U. S. Forest Service employee Cecil Huggins

stated that while quail and grouse were relatively abundant, deer

populations had been dramatically reduced prior to the inception of

the Armuchee Ranger District.

The government's acquisition of iron ore mining tracts formerly owned

by an ambitious, hardworking individual or large, prosperous corporations

exhibited severe soil management problems requiring immediate erosion

control measures. Deeply rutted barren strip mining areas along with

their accompaning slag piles placed ominous scars upon the landscape

along the ridges.

The Armuchee Ranger District is dedicated to multiple-use management

of forest resources on 64,673 acres of government land located in six

Northwest Georgia counties. These forest resources on public land

are managed for sustained yields of timber, recreation, water, and wildlife.

The District performs fire control activities on the 64,673 acres it

administers through direct wildfire suppression efforts and education

programs designed to inform the public about wildfire's destructive

effects on our natural resources. (i.e. timber and watershed management)

Timber

On the Armuchee Ranger District, National Forest timber is managed on a

sustained yield basis to produce a continuous supply of wood products

to help meet Northwest Georgia's as well as the rest of the country'

economic demands hile maintaining the productivity of these lands

Timber is harvested on the Artnuchee



timber management plan in which the sustained yield harvest has been

calculated by foresters actually visiting the timber sites. Timber

management plans are revised periodically (usually every 10 years) to

reflect changes in inventory, use, and environmental objectives.

Changes affecting the amount of timber available may be incorporated

in the plan as they occur. Timber management plans also describe

tree culture and logging systems to be used in harvesting and replanting.

Timber management, including prudent timber harvests, is linked closely

to the enhancement of forested watersheds, wildlife habitat, and

recreation opportunity. In preparing individual timber sales, trained

foresters prescribe the specific silvicultural and harvesting system

appropriate for the particular ground conditions involved, and

determine the measures necessary to protect the environment. These

safeguards are included in the timber sale contract. In an effort to

boost the timber produced on the Armuchee Ranger District, more intensive

management practices are being applied. These management practices

include; thinning in young timber stands, salvage of timber damaged by

fire, insects or disease, reforestation of old burns, and construction

of more multipurpose roads. The district currently harvests 4.5 million

board feet of timber - reforesting an average of 730 acres of timber

harvest sale areas each year.

Recreation

Meeting Northwest Georgia's, Northeast Alabama's, and Southeast Tennessee's

recreation needs is a challenge for the Armuchee Ranger District. During

Fiscal Year 1984, 171,881 recreation visits were recorded by

There are four developed recreation areas on the Armuchee Ranger District.

The four developed recreation areas are as follows:

I



--Hidden Creek Campground

--Pocket Campground/Picnic Area

--Keowrt Falls Picnic Area/Overlook

--Johns Mountain Overlook

The Pocket is the District's primary recreation area which provides

both picnicking and camping facilities. A $5.00 per night fee is

required for overnight camping at this site. In the past, these

areas received most of the use during the holidays and weekends

through the summer months. Recently, however, there is a gradual

trend toward use as much during the week as on weekends and holidays--

probably due to the increased gasoline costs. Hidden Creek Campground

is near Rome and Calhoun. For this reason, the campground receives

mostly local use from these areas. Keown Falls picnic area is

adjacent to the 218-acre Keown Falls Scenic Area and serves as an

access point for this area.

An observation platform (Overlook) was constructed during Fiscal Year

1980 at the location of an old fire tower site on top of Johns Mountain.

This Overlook is managed as a developed site.

There are several undeveloped sites that receive heavy use located

along streams or roads, primarily in the John's Mountain ild1ife

Management Area. The majority of dispersed recreation use on the

District is in the form of hunting with other uses in moderate

amounts.

A noticeable increase in recreation use in developed Site and/or

dispersed areas, occurs on holidays, Fall color season, management

hunts and the first few weeks after the opening of trout season.

Periods of heaviest use occur from June 1 until Labor Day in the



developed sites. In the Spring and Fall, weekend use is prevalent.

holidays

Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day are the holidays which

account for an increased use load in both developed sites and

undeveloped areas. Users are usually family groups (one or two

families with 4-10 people) with the majority coming from the

Atlanta, Chattanooga, Dalton, Rome, Northeast Alabama and

Florida areas.

fall color season

During this season, the majority of the overnight use is by

older retired couples who do not have any children in school.

Many of these people are returning to Florida from a suer

spent in the Northeastern States or have come to the mountains

from Southern Georgia, Northeast Alabama, or Florida especially

to see the Fall colors. There is heavy day use on weekends by

families from the Atlanta and Chattanooga area coming to view

the Fall colors.

fishing

Fishing season usually opens on the last Saturday in March and

accounts for the greatly increased use of undeveloped areas over

this weekend. Users are usually fmf lies coming from the Atlanta,

Chattanooga, Dalton, Rome and Northeast Alabama areas. Use is

extremely heavy for the first few weeks then levels off for the

remainder of the fishing season.

hunting

Huntingpressures peak during the Management Hunt (Johns Mountain)

which usually occurs during the month of October (PrImitive Weapons),

through December (Firearms). Use is confined primarily to



undeveloped areas by groups of 3-8 people per party. Many local

people, as well as people from the Atlanta, Chattanooga, Dalton,

and Rome area, set up camps for the one-week Management Hunt.

There is heavy dispersed use in the form of camping in the Johns

Mountain area during the managed hunts.

Water

Watersheds are managed to assure an adequate supply of high-quality

water to meet the local growing demands of agriculture, industries,

and individuals in extreme Northwest Georgia. Through the

implementation of soil and water restoration projects, old timber

haul roads and gullies are rehabilitated. Careful planning is done

by district personnel to ensure that these old roads are ripped

properly, waterbarred, and seeded with various grasses. Gullies

are filled in with dirt and rocks and seeded in the same manner as

the roads. The purpose of this restoration work is to make sure

that sedimentation from these eroded areas into nearby creeks,

streams and rivers is averted. This assures watershed quality for

the affected area. Through reforestation programs applied to timber

harvest areas, planted seedlings keep soil movement to a minimum.

Wildlife

Both independently and through a cooperative effort with the

Department of Natural Resources Game and Fish Division, the Armuchee

Ranger District manages fish and wildlife habitat to balance populations

with available habitat Through a comprehensive wildlife management

program lands which were abused by fire, heavy grazing, and unwise



farming have now been reforested. As the forests returned, wildlif e-

both game and non-game birds and animals-responded, taking advantage

of reestablishment habitats. The Armuchee Ranger District provides

sportsmen, bird and animal watchers, photographers, and students

the opportunity to enjoy fish and wildlife resources in their natural

habitats. Wildlife projects include developing sources of water

(waterhole construction), establishment of wildlife openings, closing

and seeding of timber haul roads to selected wildlife grass/plant

species, and implementing a program of prescribed burning to

enhance wildlife populations.

Fire

The Arniuchee Ranger District provides direct fire projection and

control for the suppression of wildfires on the 64,673 acres of

government land it administers. Fire control activities require

substantial fire suppression efforts such as the building of

firebreaks and fire control access roads and also understory

vegetation management - each performed with environmental

considerations in mind. The Armuchee Ranger District has a

Cooperative Forest Fire Control Agreement with the Georgia Forestry

Commission. The Ceàrgia Forestry Commission is responsible for

providing the needed organization, training, manpower, and

equipment to assist the U. S. Forest Service, Armuchee Ranger

District in the suppression of wildfires within the District's

administrative boundaries. The U. S. Forest Service provides the

Georgia Forestry financial and technicial assistance. The U. S.

Forest Service directs a public information campaign which features

Smokey Bear The Armuchee Ranger District utilizes the Smokey

Bear fire prevention materials and conducts personal contacts with
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the public through school programs, civic club presentations, and

participation in community parades. This Smokey Bear prevention

campaign has been integral in reducing the incidence of man-caused

wildfires.

Recognizing that some fires, when controlled, can help shape

desirable ecological balances in an area, the Armuchee Ranger

District uses the principle of fire management to provide

efficient fire protection while contributing to resource

management objectives. Fire is a useful tool in controlling

disease, creating more browse for deer and other wildlife,

converting brushland to treeplanting sites, reducing the threat

of wildfire to other resource values or the public, or removing

brush and small trees in the understory to release young timber

stands from vegetative competition. Fire management provides

well planned and executed fire protection, as well as prescribed

use of fire to meet resource management objectives.



S. Forest Service letter 2/28/86

The Armuchee Ranger District has a direct impact economically

on the above six counties by providing $37,886.26 in contributed

revenues.

Monetary Returns To Counties Containing

Government Lands Administered By The

Armuchee Ranger District

The following list shows the estimated 25 percent payments

made to the counties with federal lands administered by the

U. S. Forest Service - Armuchee Ranger District. These

estimates include the timber purchaser road credits, sale

area betterment collections under the Act of June 9, 1930,

and receipts from the sale of timber and other resources

deposited into the National Forest Fund under the Act of

May 23, 1908. (16 U.S.C.500)

The summary of the payments by counties is as follows:

*County
FY 85
Acres

Payments Act
of 5/23/08

Total
Payment

Payment
Per Acre

Catoosa 6 $ 3.52 $ 3.52 .59

Chattooga 19,335 $ 11,353.54 $11,353.54 .59

Floyd 6,617 $ 3,885.52 $ 3,885.52 .59

Gordon 7,922 $ 4,651.81 $ 4,651.81 .59

Walker 19,070 $ 11,108.09 $11,108.09 .59

Whitfield 11,723 $ 6,883.78 $ 6,883.78 .59

TOTAL 64,673 $ 37,886.26 $37,886.26 .59
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Joe King

District Ranger - administers overall managerial
direction to the Armuchee Ranger District's resource
programs.

Dick Weil

Forester (Timber Management Assistant) - plans,
implements and administers the Armuchee Ranger
District's timber management program.



$

Tom Fearrington

Forester (Other Resources Assistant) - plans,
programs and administers the Armuchee Ranger
District's recreation, land, water, minerals,
fleet management, special uses and human
resource programs.

Scott Layfield

Forester (Reforestation) - develops, plans
and implements the Armuchee Ranger District's
reforestation and wildlife program.

r



Windom Neal

Forestry Technician (Timber Sales Administrator) -

administers the Armuchee Ranger District's ongoing
timber sale program.

Vernon Hall

Forestry Technician - performs a variety of
technical tasks associated with timber stand
improvement and reforestation program contracts
on- the Armuchee Ranger District.



Ann Pope

Support Services Specialist - principle assistant
to the District Ranger with the responsibility
for accomplishing a variety of support services
including data collection for budget planning,
budget adjusting, maintains cost accounting
information, performs financial reviews throughout
the District's program of work, and keeps District
staff informed on policies, rules and regulations.

Sherry Koonce

Business Management Clerk - provides typing and
clerical services on the Armuchee Ranger District.
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Bob Parham

Forestry Technician - serves as a non-
professional assistant with responsibility
for planning and execution of the Armuchee
Ranger District's law enforcement, fire,
and fuels management.

Jerry DeFriese

Forestry Technician - performs a variety
of project plans in support of the Armuchee
Ranger District's recreation program. Also

supervises the Senior Community Service
mp1oyment Program. (Older Americans)



I

Bob Fitzpatrick

Surveying Technician - performs property
boundary establishment, retracement, and
property boundary maintenance duties on
the Armuchee Ranger District.

Terry Snyder

Surveying Technician - assists Bob Fitzpatrick
in a variety of surveying assignments associated
with the Armuchee Ranger District's cadastral
surveying program.



Larry Holsomback

Civil Engineering Technician - provides technical
support for engineering projects (road plans,
designs and inspections).

Billy Wood

Forestry Technician - serves as a crew member
on the Armuchee Ranger District's timber marking

and timber stand improvement program.



Lee Roy Cross, Jr.

Forestry Technician - serves as the work
leader on the Armuchee Ranger District's
timber marking crew. Works with
reforestation, timber stand improvement
and forest tree improvement crews.

Billy Bruning

Forestry Technician - serves as the work
leader of the Armuchee Ranger District's
reforestation, timber stand improvement
and forest tree improvement crew. Works
as member on timber marking crew.



Alan McKnight

Forestry Technician - serves as a crew member
on the Armuchee Ranger District's timber marking
and timber stand improvement program.
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The first District Ranger on the Armuchee Ranger District -

H. 0. Mills. Mr. Mills is on the right. The identity of the

man on the left is not known. It is believed that this unknown
individual was an employee of the Division of Forestry of the
Department of Natural Resources - State of Georgia. This
organization later would be known as the Georgia State Forestry

Commission. The individuals are counting the growth rings of a

mature pine tree. The instrument in the tree is an increment
borer which is used to extract a core sample of the pine wood
for counting the growth rings.



Jack Fortin - Arinuchee District Ranger 1963-1966
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Forester Assistant George Hemingway conducting
an environmental education program for a Boy
Scout group (August, 1963).

Forester Assistant Jack Steelmon inspecting
axe girdle on oak tree. Oak tree was girdled

by the District timber stand improvement crew

in August, 1958. Photograph taken in May, 1965.
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Paul Bullard Armuchee District Ranger 1975-1982

Tim Traugott Forester (Timber Management Assistant)

on the Armuchee Ranger District from 1975-1977.



Larry Furniss, Forester (TMA) on the Armuchee
Ranger District from 1977-1980.




