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THE STORY OF OREGON.
HISTORY.

BY J ULIAN IIAVTHOFN .

PA1T III.

THE ERA OF SETrLEMENT.

CHAPTETI Vii.

THE OEAK OF THE OX-WHIP.

AMoNG the events which took place between 1840 and
1860, none are more significant and striking than the
formation of the Provisional Government of Oregon,
and the great emigration across the plains. To the
former, brief allusion has already been made; we shall
have occasion to discuss it more thoroughly anon. For
the present, the latter phenomenon may profitably en-
gage our attention.

Some if not all of the most important changes inci-
dent to the human race seem to occur involuntarily;
they are not the outcome of calculation, foresight, or de-
liberate design, but appear to partake of the nature of
instincts, inexplicable to those immediately actuated by
them, and puzzling even to the historian. We know that
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the moon has much to do with the rise and ebb of ocean
tides; and we recognize (without being able scientifically
to explain it) that instinct supplies the place of reason in
impelling migratory animals to their northern and south-
ern journeys. But while unreasoning anima]s regularly
pursue their pilgrimages between south and north, man,
who reasons, has been, ever since history has taken cog-
nizance of him, pushing irregularly but persistently in a
westerly direction. During that long stretch of ages
which intervened between the settlement of the valley of
the Euphrates and the closing years of the present cen-
tury, he has made the complete circuit of the globe; the
latest pioneer who scaled the Cascade Range of Oregon
looked across the Pacific to the cradle of his race. It
has taken us at least four thousand years to make the
trip, and in the course of it we have also advanced from
the more or less amiable barbarism of our primitive con-
dition to our present approximately perfect state of
material civilization, enlightenment, and prosperity. We
can go no farther without treading in our own footsteps.
The same vast ocean which in the beginning barred our
way towitrd the rising sun, now intervenes between us
and the going down thereof.

It is never desirable to refer to a purely supernatural
source facts which can be accounted for on any theory of
physical or mental evolution. Christians, indeed, must
always believe that the Creator rules his creation, and
silently influences men to do whatever their best inter-
ests demand should be done. But Infinite wisdom, we
may suppose, does not require to transcend the laws it
has imposed upon human beings in order to work out its
predetermined results. The geographical distribution of
land and water being what they are, we may surmise
that there was good reason for beginning the world, so to
speak, on the eastern shores of the Pacific. If the whole
face of the earth is to feel the effects of the march of
progress, it was essential that this march should begin,
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physically as well as metaphysically, at the point from
which movement was freest and easiest. Uncivilized
man dreads the sea, but takes kindly to terrestrial wan-
derings When, therefore, our Oriental ancestors felt
the first impulse or necessity to abandon the land of their
birth, the topography of their situation constrained them
to travel in a westerly direction; eastward they could
not go, and they would naturally shun both the bleakss
of the north and the torrid heat of the regions farther
southward. But westward extended illimitably the vast
continuous expanse of Asia and Europe; there were
natiobs to conquer, corn to eat, discoveries to make; and
whereever they might pitch their camp, rumors would
reach tiem of things strange and desirable awaiting them
beyond the farther horizon; and though they might
delay fo a year or a century to follow the lure, yet
sooner or later onward must they fare, overspreading the
broad cowineat, seeking they knew not what, but ever
hoping to ind at last the foreordained home where their
feet might mest from journeying, and a final Eden bloom
in everlastin' beauty.

For a thowand years the billows of the Atlantic stayed
their advance. The interval was spent in acquiring skill
and stature to qualify themselves for the next stage of
the long journey. Forms of religion fought and fell and
multiplied; poitical systems passed through all stages
of tyranny on tIeir way toward freedom; modern science
dawned in the csmie brain of Bacon, and Shakespeare's
hand indited the mighty prelude of a new literature.
When the fulne of time was come, the mariner of
Genoa led the w whither countless millions were to
follow. And in 1324 the Mayflower bore to New Eng-
land the tiny nuckus of what was destined, within two
hundred and fifty years, to become the mightiest of
nations.

It is not difficult, cognizing as we do the strength of
hereditary impulse, h comprehend that the traditions of
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forty centuries should have become, in the souls of our
American pioneers, an overpowering and inevitable in-
stinct. They turned their faces toward the Pacific as
inevitably as the plant turns toward the light. Through
forests, over mountains, across valleys and plains they
steadily bent their way; the vanguard of buckskinned.
hunters fought the Indians, drove back the bear, the
wolf, and the panther, and shot the deer and the buffalo.
In the wake of these half-wild men came the frontier
farmer with his cattle, his wife and children, and his log-
cabin; he made clearings and planted grain, and im-
proved the Indian trails into rude highways. Every new
year found the boundaries of domestic life creeping and
spreading westward; and what was won never was relin-
quished. The sons of each generation, in emulation of
their fathers, harnessed wagons of their own, and, taking
their young wives with them, bade farewell to the old
home, and set out in quest of new. The remote roar of
growing cities behind them Jrnstened. their steps; the
vague hope of some earthly paradise before them wooed
them on. They must live a free life amid free surround-
ings; they had married the land, and must needs enjoy
its virginity.

Yet once again, upon the eastern banks of the Father
of Waters, a halt was called. From beyond came strange
tales of desolate plains, of waterless deserts, of inaccessi-
ble mountains, and of merciless hordes of savages. Man,
it was said, could not live in those trackless regions; the
limits of possible settlement had been reached. And
then came wars and rumors of wars, and conflicting
claims of England, France, and Spain. The pioneers of
Amenct piused, and each asked himself whether this
were indeed the end

But no, the pressure of manifest destiny was not yet
exhiusted One more effort remained to be mtde, and
perhaps the mightiest effort of all Against it both man
and nature were arrayed In order to take the next step
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they must leave certain plenty for almost certain destitu-
tion; they must exchange peace and safety for danger
and battle; they must abandon a land flowing with milk
and honey for a wilderness where death dwelt with soli-
tude. Why should they make such a sacrifice? The
Puritans crossed the seas in search of civil and religious
liberty; but no such pretext could be pleaded for the
passage of the Rocky Mountains. If ever a great enter-
prise appeared to the outward view objectless, it was
surely this. Vast tracts on the hither side of the Mis-
sissippi were yet unexplored and unoccupied. The
nation had not yet begun to fill up its existing domain.
Setting aside the political complications sure to be pro-
voked by a farther advance, and the fact that the Na-
tional Government did not disguise its hostility to the
project, the conviction was general that the country be-
yond the great river was in all respects less desirable
than the one we already possessed. What, then, was the
inducement? Now and then, it is tthe, a far-seeing
statesman like Jefferson or Benton, or an enthusiast like
Frémont, would urge the value of the portals of the
Pacific coast as gateways for the commerce of India; or
would bring news of fertile valleys and navigable rivers
beyond the snow-crowned barriers. But the average
pioneer knew little of the broader designs of statecraft,
and was, perhaps, disposed to be a trifle sceptical as to
the value of Government surveys. He did not care about
India; but he did care to go where few or none had pre-
ceded him, and to carve out a fortune for himself unham-
pered by the criticisms and the restraints of a settled
population, and build a cabin whence lie might ride for
hours in any direction without coming in sight of an-
other human habitation. "I must be moving," quoth
Daniel Boone; "they're crowding me so here that I
can't breathe. Why, a man has taken up a farm right
over there, not twenty-five miles from my door !" The
deep, hereditary love of chtnge and spice overctme the
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considerations of ease-loving prudence. To brave hard-
ships, though only for the sake of braving them, is the
trait of a dominant and conquering race. The pioneer
was not a logician, nor a psrchological analyst, nor even
a political economist. He was a man overflowing with
health, energy, and vitality; he loved to be alive, to
hope, to measure himself against odds and vanquish
them. When asked for a reason for the faith that was
in him, he could give but a lame and inconclusive reply.
To obey an instinct is one thing; to justify it by chapter
and verse, another.

"Why did I emigrate to Oregon V' said General
Nesmyth, in his address to the Pioneer Association.
¶' Perhaps because I was poor, homeless, friendless; be
cause I was by temperament adventurous, and. one place
was much the same to me as another. A change might
better me, and could not easily work me harm. But this
was not the case with many of my companions. Among
them were staid, mature, married men, leaving comfort-
able homes to cross hostile deserts, whence was no possi-
bility of return. They turned their backs on the cheap
and fruitful lands that lay close at hand, and went forth
to face the probable alternative of being either starved
or scalped. No tyrannous government oppressed them
where they were; no religious intolerance harassed
them; nor were they lured on by the calculations of
avarice. On the other hand, it can hardly be maintained
that they were prompted to emigrate by a patriotic desire
to save Oregon to the Union. They did not pretend to
be missionaries of liberty. Their splendid achievement
was the incident, not the object of their journey. They
sought room and freedom; the rest came of itself. They
builded better than they knew. There is no need to
praise them beyond their deserts. Only the brave start-
ed, and. only the brave and strong got through. Pioneer-
ing was in their blood and their traditions; they were
not of the cultured tribe that cling to social aniemties
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They had listened in childhood to tales of adventure told
by the fireside, half true and hail apocryphal. They
were familiar with the log-cabin, the rifle, and the sad-
dle.- They were poor, and ignorant of the ways of cities,
and they went forth to win an independent footing in the
-world. But few save Marcus Whitman had clear views
from the first. of the potentialities and the importance
of the northwest territory. He and Benton were the
prophets of Oregon. Calhoun, speaking in the Senate at
wrashington in the interests of the Southern slave-hold-
ers, characterized Oregon as "a God-forsaken region."
%Vhitman risked his life, and finally sacrificed it, in the
successful effort to disprove that groundless calumny."

Thus, or to this effect, spoke General Nesmyth. These
straightforward men of action did not seek to cast a false
glamour of transcendental heroism over their exploits.
-They formulated no scheme of State-making; they pro-
ceeded systematically from one thing to another; when
they found themselves in need of anything, they got it
if they could. Had they, on their arrival on the coast,
discovered a civilized State ready-made, they would
have been apt to disrupt it from the same occult motive
which moves a school-boy to smash the school-room win-
dows. To some among them, perhaps, the word "State"
recalled undesirable memories. As for civilization, they
brought with them as much of that commodity as their
present requirements demanded; and there was a saying
that every emigrant from Missouri carried with him in
his kit civilization, the Constitution, Tom Benton's
speeches, and the "Resolutions" of Andrew Jackson.
A North Carolinian declared that he came to Oregon in
order to escape an apprehended negro insurrection; a
Virginian wishea to avoid the degrading influence upon
labor of slavery; another, who had lost caste in his na-
tive Shte because he owned no slaves, crossed the Rocky
Mountains in order to be on equal terms gain with so-
ciety A man from Mississippi fled from fever 'nd
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ague; a farmer from Vermont retreated before the dis-
couraging severity of the New England winters. An
Ohioan joined the pilgrimage because lie had been given
to understand that Oregon "wasn't fenced in, an no
one would dare drive him off." Lindsay Applegate, a
name well known and honored on the Pacific slope, be-
came a member of the emigration of 1842, because a pro-
slavery mob had driven him out of his native voting-
place. But in all these cases the pretexts adduced were
obviously superficial ones only. The real stimulus was
deeper. As the poet "does but sing because lie must,"
so the Oregon pioneers, reason or none, were bound to
reach Oregon or leave their bones (as hundreds of them
did) upon the trail.

IBearing in mind that this movement was not the Hegira
of an organized community, but that each individual or
family set forth on an independent basis, it is remark-
able with what completeness all the essential elements of
human activity and industry were represented. Thanks
to the fact that the town of St. Louis was the necessary
point of departure for all, and that, in order to cross the
mountains before the snow fell, it was indispensable to
be on the road as early as possible in the spiIng, these
independent units were inevitably united in great cara-
vans. They were never long in company without discov.
ering that they contained within their body corporate all
the ingredients of the modern social state. On the oth
hand, their attempts to maintain soinething like military
discipline during the march uniformly resulted in failure.
The captains they appointed did not command; the sub-
ordinates did not obey. 0niy the pressure of immediate
dangerand not always even thatavailed to bind them
together in mutual forbeir tnce nd co operatiOn. Each
was convinced that he was right and all the rest wrong.
Nevertheless, for the gretter petit of the journey there
s 'is but one frail, md a d i s m'trch was am a s so
many miles. The leading wagon was seldom more than
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two miles ahead of the hindmost one; and when a halt
was made for the night, they were joined together in a
great circle, having an interior diameter of eighty or one
hundred yards. This circle was previously marked out
on the prairie, and the file of wagons followed one an-
other round the ring, so that when all were in place and
the teams unhitched, the tongue and chains of one wagon
would just connect with the stern of the wagon in front
of it. Thus a close corral was formed, proof against any
ordinary attack. The teams were unyoked and driven
outside the ring to pasture, and the little community,
safely ensconced. within, built its fires, cooked its even-
ing meal, chatted round its piles of blazing buffalo chips,
and, in due time, turned into its wagons to sleep; a
watch, of course, being left on guard. The able-bodied
men of the community were divided into three com-
panies, and each of these into four watches; every third
night it was the duty of one of these companies to take
its turn at keeping on tire alert. The first watch was set
at eight in the evening, and the fourth was relieved at
four o'clock in the morning. At the noon halt no corral
was formed, but the wagons were drawn up in column,
four abreast, and the teams watered and fed without un-
hitching. Such was the general order of procedure, to
be modified more or less according to circumstances.

Althouhi every pioneer was resolute in maintaining
that he or his party had undergone greater hardships
than any previous emigrants, and. although hardships
were in fact abundant and severe, yet the trip was far
from being destitute of amusing and agreeable features,
especially in its earlier stages. The peril from Indians,
after the nervousness of the first week or two had Sill).
sided, beeame rather stimulating than otherwise to tire
bolder spurts the enjo%ed the sensation of invading
forbidden territory; they compared the expedition to a
sort of continuous poaching foray or prolonged raid.
The pure air and constant movement begot enormous ap-
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petites, which cavilled not at niceties of cookery, provid-
ed oniy that there were enough to cook. Food was, of
course, more limited in variety than in quantity, and
fresh vegetables were dearly craved ; nay, the mere utter-
ance of the word "potatoes" in a silent camp would im-
mediately cause it to become vocal.

The scenery, though changing radically as the train
advanced, was never devoid of impressive features. Even
the rolling prairie lands showed a variety in their same-
ness. On every side stretched measureless miles of wav-
ing grassblue-stem, buffalo, grarnmaspaiigled with
flowers, and undulating like a sea beneath the breath of
the warm Chinook wind, blowing from the Japanese
current through the mountain passes of Montana. The
loneliness of nature, the absence of human habitations
for, with the exception of Forts Laramie and Hall, there
was not a single civilized dwelling between the Missouri
and OregontoRched the heart as with an austere moni-
tion. Animals and vegetation abounded in the great val-
ley, but farther onward grass grew in concentrated
bunches with bare spaces between; trees gathered in
clumps, tnimals herded together in masses, as the
buffalo, or congregated in villages, as the prairie-dogs.
For hours not even an insect would be seen ; then a
myriad swarm of lOcusts would becloud the sky, or acres
of creeping black crickets, beset the path. At times the
rivers would be thronged with innumerable salmon; then
for days no fish could be seen. Nature, within sight of
the Rockies, seemed to lose her evenness and serenity,
and to become violent and sensational. ,The panorama
of the Platte resembled the fantasticvisions of a dream
or the weird scenery of a fairy tale.. Imaginative names
were bestoweI by the toiling pilgrims upon the strange
phenomena that met their eyes The buffs and buttes
of yellow cFi, moulded by the w'iters or gFiciers of a
past epoch, assumed striking architectural forms One
had the 'ispect of a ast ruined ethfice, the ioof fallen in,
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the huge doorways and windows obstructed with broken
fragments, the tall arches, here shattered, yonder still in-
tact. Another mass presented the varied forms of an
antediluvian city; another showed the sweep of a titanic
amphitheatre; another, the grandeur of a mausoleum.
Here was an antique palace, with a tower on either side
the entrance, and with hanging gardens aloft, like those
of Babylon; and there, a fortress large enough to contain
the armies of an empire, strengthened with glacis, bastions
and turrets. :Now there appeared two rows of gigantic
mansions, fronting each other, as in a city of tile Brol5-
dingnags; and flanking them, a fortified wall compared
with which that which protected China was but a garden
fence. Yonder a conical pile is uplifted in bold outline
against the sky, with ascending stairways mounting to
its dizzy summit, as if the temple of Belus had grown
to the stature of a mountain. The entire region lies in
soundless solitude ; the colossal race that inhabited it are
passed away, and the mightier foes that overthrew them
are likewise buried in an unknown past.

The pioneers had a perception of the picturesque and
poetic, though they were perhaps more apt to recognize
the majesty of their natural environment in the retrospect,
than while in the act of pressing forward for dear life to
the next watering-place. The passes of the mountains,
with their headlong precipices and profound abysses and
inaccessible peaks of snow, were magnificent to the eye,
but terrible to the toiling foot and laboring lungs. The
wild rivers, thundering and foaming between their rocky
walls, and leaping in white tumult down their rapids,
were inspiring as spectacles, but appalling to him who
must find a way across them. Moreover, this portion of
tile route had to be attacked at a time when the caravan,
exhausted and. depleted by months of incessant travel, was
least fitted to endure extra hardship. Furious storms
were frequent, with lightning smiting like artillery, hail-
stones rattling lake bullets, thunder as of the bursting
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open of the earth, and rain descending out of the clouds
in continuous masses. Debris would fly through the
air; fragments of the hillsides, undermined by the
waters, would tumble avalanche-wise into the shrieking
torrent, and mëanwhule the air would become so dark
that none could see where to avoid the danger. These
tornadoes, which were generally as brief as they were
terrific, were sometimes followed by the mountain mirage,
a rarer phenomenon than that of the plains, but more
vivid and striking. Places fifty miles away, on the
farther side of mountains, have been seen lifted in the
air, apparently close at hand; and on one occasion the
phantom of a pack-train was descried making its way
along a precipitous acclivity. The superstition of the
mountaineers declared the sight of one of these appari-
tions to be a sure harbinger of death.

Men who had passed through such experiences as these
might say, with the pious neas, "Forsan et 1ue ohm
meminisse juvabit ;" but at the moment they would
doubtless have been willing to exchange any degree of
awful sublimity for a modicum of ease and security.
Probably the most agreeable hours were those spent by
the camp-fire, after the trials of the day were over. Then
the banjo or the violin would be brought out, and played
to the accompaniment of men's and women's voices;
sometimes there would be a dance on the level area of
the enclosure; the children would play at Indians among
the wheels of the wagons; youths and maidens would
wander apart, and test one another's hearts; once in a
while a wedding would be solemnized beneath the even-
ing stars. The elders, whose spring-time of romance had
gone by, would exchange reminiscences of the past, or
attempt to forecast the future. But neither the wisest
nor the most sangume of them foresaw the magmtude
of the gifts winch the future held in store

Upon the whole, there seems to have been a broid,
open air jollity about the majority of the pioneers, which
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gave way only under the severest pressure. Great was
their hopefulness; nor could they have missed the satis-
faction that comes from the constant victory over odds.
In truth, they were a remarkable people. No other race
of men would have ventured to undertake, with the
means to which they were restricted, a journey so ardu-
ousa journey of two thousand miles, in slow-moving
ox-teams, through a hostile and unknown country. As
each danger and difficulty arose, their resources must
devise means to overconie it. They, if any men, deserve
the title of men of destiny. In them was incarnate the
essence of that spirit which we are proud to call Ameri-
can. Whatever their faults or their deficiencies of edu-
cation, they were the right men in the right place, and
the place was one of the most important in our history.

As the enterprise was a momentous one, so were the
sufferings and individual disasters incident to it great
and moving. All must endure the extremes of heat and
cold, of thirst, and even of hunger. A man may bear
his own hardships, but it needs more than stoicism to
witness, without being able to relieve it, the suffering of
wife and children. As the teams dragged slowly along
the dusty trail in the vicinity of the Platte, with billowy
sand-hills on one side and the yellow river on the other,
the sun beat down upon them with perpendicular rays,
and the warmth became well-nigh unendurable. Soon
after the start in the morning, the women and children
clambered into the great canvas-covered vehicles, not to
emerge again till the noon rest. An hour or two later,
such of the men as were not on duty also sought shelter,
The drivers stalked along, himberly and lonesome; bitt
ere long they too succumbed, so far as to take a seat on
the wagon-tongue, where they sweltered and dozed, wav-
ing their long whips at intervals, and singing out a
rhythmical "Git up, thar !" The caravan was preceded
at some distance by a party of men on horseback, to look
out for obstructions or dangers, and to prepare the noon-



28 THE STORY OF OREGON.

ing and camping grounds. In the rear of the wagons
follow the loose horses of the expedition, driven by a
handful of men or boys; and the procession is brought
up by a large herd of horned cattle, straggling, obstinate
and lazy, and with difficulty kept in line by the vigilant
activity of those appointed to the task. When the indi-
cations for game are good, squads of hunters gallop off
from the main line of march, and may be seen in motion,
at a distance of many miles, through that translucent
atmosphere. But on the trail the dust cloud hangs
thick; it settles on the clothing, clings to the perspiring
skin, dries the throat, and generates sores on lips and
eyes. As noon draws near, with the prospect of fresh
water to drink, the procession shows signs of arousing
itself from its lethargy of exhaustion. The women reach
down the coffee-pots and cans from the upper decks of
the wagons. Thirst was chronic, and practically insati-
able for both man and beast. They made the most of
the noon hour; but then the weary march must be re-
sumed once more, with flagging energies. And still the
sun beat mercilessly down, and still the dust clouds en-
veloped all. Once in a while a passing thunder-storm
would drench the party, and perhaps, also, stampede
the cattle, which must then be pursued and rounded-in
by the drivers.

Day after day the obstacles would become greater..
Wagons shrunk in the hot, dry atiiiosphere, and went to
pieces. Oxen died, and their bodies were left to be de-
voured by the wolves that always hovered near. The
supreme necessity for haste, at all costs, caused every-
thing not absolutely essential to life to be thrown out of
the groaning vehicles. Fever smote the camps, and the
fatal cholera; men, women, and children died1 and the
road was lined with hasty graves. Husbands lost their
wives, '. ives their husb'inds, or they survived to find
themselves childless The lone, sandy soil tfforded but
inadequate protection to the bodies, 'md when, after
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making one interment, the burying-party returned to lay
another corpse beside the first, they sometimes found
that wild beasts had been there before them. The graves
which the wolves did not despoil were often violated by
the Indians, who, in search of plunder, would dig up the
poor relics of mortality, strip them bare, and either leave
them exposed, or, as in the case of one man, thrust
them back head foremost with feet in the air. To guard
against these profanations, strange measures were em-
ployed. A. Mr. Brown, of the emigration of 1847, was
buried in the roaI, without a coffin, and the whole train
of wagons was made to pass over his grave. On another
occasion the family of a young woman who died at Grave
Creek, which flows into Rogue River, burned brush above
her grave and corralled cattle upon it. This was in 1846.
It was not always by disease or accident that the victims
met their death. "Killed by Indians" was the sinister
legend inscribed on the head-board of many a burial
mound. In 1846 it became. necessary to amputate the
leg of a boy. No proper implements were at hand, nor
any skilled operator; neither, of course, were there any
anjesthetics. The limb was taken off with a butcher's
knife, the operation lasting nearly two hours. The lad
died the same day and was buried that night; on that
night, also, a woman of the party was confined, and
safely delivered of a son; and a few days earlier there
had been a wedding in the tent of a Mr. Lard, whose
daughter was married by the Rev. J. A. Cornwell to a
young fellow named Mootry. So life and death kept
pace with the emigrants, and the sobs of bereavenient
and the prayers of thanksgiving went up together to
he'iven

Cholera was the most fatal scourge incident to the
journey. It generally besieged the trains on the flat
prairies east of Fort Laramie One day, and sometimes
one hour, decided the fate of those attacked. When the
mortality was great, it sometimes became necessary to
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leave the stricken ones behind to die on the Eoacl. Wag-
ons, beds, and blankets were abandoned with them and
left beside the way, and none dared touch them for fear
of contagion. Many of. the husbands, on losing their
wives, would give up the journey and return, with their
children to St. Louis. But though many wives were left
husbandless and childless, there is no instance of one of
them having gone back. They dreaded the desolation of
the old home more than the uncertainties of the new.

Although no great and overwhelming disaster can be
attributed to the Indians, there were many minor fights
and conflicts with them on the route. Wilmot with seven
others fought a hand of one hundred savages for three
hours, and came out of the battle with several arrows
sticking in him; and six months later a surgeon in Oregon
cat out of his flesh an arrowhead four and a half inches
long. David Booth was mortally wounded by Indians
and left tO die: a detachment of wagons coming along
picked him up and carried him as far as Salmon Falls
on the Snake River, where he died and was buried. Mrs.
MacAlister, whom three Indians attempted to kidnap,
knocked one down with an axe and stampeded the others.
"That's the sort of emigrants," remarked J0 Meek,
"that the iludson's Bay Company can't turn out of
Oregon." In 1845 an Indian brave chased a daughter of
one Baily into the camp, not with murderous intent,
but, as it appeared, impelled by love; for he offered her
father twenty horses in exchange for her. Baily re-
fused, to the relief of Mr. Gray, who relates the anec-
dote, and who afterward married the young lady him-
self. The record of the wives and daughters of the emi-
grants seems to have been a creditable one from first to
last. Plodding wearily on in dust and grime, month
tfter month, or riding cooped up in 'the stifling wagons,
they forbore to comphm, 'rnd were ever ready to do
whatever work came to their hand When the men 's ere
stricken down with disease or exhaustion, the women
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drove fbe teams, cookel the nieals, and cared for the
children. Did the former die, the ]atter performed all
their duties and their own as well. They had all to lose
by the emigration, and little to gain. Their toil could
never cease; their fortitude and faithfulness passed in
silence, In times of danger and suspense, they nerved
t1ie men -to defend, to avenge, or to hope. No women in
our history better merit the crown of the truest woman-
hood. Where men were enterprising, resourceful, daring,
women were heroic, with thaf purest heroIsm whicli in-
volves self-devotion and self-sacrifice.

One of the unique institutions which gradually grew
into existenceS along the route was known as the "Bone
Express," by means of which caravans ahead communi-
cated with those behind. The trail, in the course of
years, had become stren with the bones of cattle and
game, picked clean by the wolves, and bleached by suns
and snows. Upon these smooth, white surfaces the
emigrants wrote messages of warning, encouragement, or
information, and set up the inscription where it would
be sure to attract the notice of friends coming after.
Much valuable intelligence was thus conveyed, not only
regarding the general features and perils of the way, but
also on matters of private and personal concern. A
bison's skull, for example, was made to "tell John,
Mary is all right ;" the shoulder-blade of an ox informed
Sally that "James has taken the California route; fol-

low !" the jaw-bone of a horse told whom it might con-
cern of a death, a birth, or a wedding, of a practicable
ford, of a newly discovered short-cut. In this manner
were dry bones made to talk, and many an anxious heart
reassured, and many a mishap averted. The Indians
seem not to liav disturbed these notices, attaching to
them, perhaps, a supernatural quality.

The crossing of the rivers involved long delays. The
wagon-beds were made water-tght, in order that the
vehicles might be floated across like boats, and this was
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sometimes done; the teams and cattle being swum across,
guided by men swimming beside them on the side down-
stream. Occasionally fords were fdund, but these not
seldom proved treacherous, and much loss of provisions
resulted. In 1843 eight days were consumed in getting
the wagons across the main Platte, and twenty-five or
thirty men worked during the whole of the Fourth of
July dragging out some which had been swamped, being
meanwhile regaled, the chronicler avers, by glowing tales
told by young Mr. Nesmyth. For the crossing at Laramie
ferry-boats were employed; and the North Platte, Green,
and Snake rivers were forded. These stoppages rendered
speed on the intervening marches the more necessary;
and the journey to the Sweetwater generally came to
have the aspect of a retreat of a defeated army. From
the Sweetwater to the Dalles the progress was slow but
uniform; then the emigrants must summon their final
energies for the passage of the Cascades. The stock and
wagons had to be carried over the mountain passes; the
roads were terrible, rain and. snow fell, and it was no un-
usual thing for half or three quarters of the stock to
perish. This would involv abandoning most of the
wagons; provisions, bedding, and children would be
loaded upon the remaining ones, and the men and women
must perforce walk If they arrived at the mouth of
the WTilamette with their lives and the clothes on their
backs, they had reason to be grateful.

It is needless to say that a strain so severe and so long-
continued as thisthe average time made over the two
thousand miles from St. Louis was seldom much less
than six monthswas likely to develop the characters
and sift the natures of those who underwent it. No other
experience could more ruthlessly strip off disguises
The true mwardness of men was revealed, if they did
not tctually become worse than they had been supposed,
or had supposed themselves to be, at any rate they were
known for whtt they were Men who had hitherto been
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pious ceased to pray. The free-handed became miserly,
the genial became morose;. all distinctions were levelled.
On the other hand, sterling manhood avouched itself
wherever it existed; the good that passed through that
furnace of trial was seven times refined. And, as has
been said, the women, on the whole, stood the test better
than the men. Seldom has a better field foi the display
of female devotion been offered, and seldom has it been
more nobly improved.

But was so much suffering and peril unavoidable ?
Impartial examination seems to indicate that the Govern-
ment at Washington was responsible for by far the greater
part of the disasters encountered by the emigrants.
That Government, during the earlier years of the cen-
tury, could fight Barbary, defy England, and forbid the
arrest of a naturalized citizen returning on a visit to his
native place. Yet it suffered the American pioneers, in
their own country, to be murdered and harassed for
years, and did nothing to protect them. The means of
protection were not wanting. There was an army of
eighteen thousand men, any part of which might have
been detached to such a duty with incalculable advantage
to the caravans; but not a soldier of them all marched a
step or levelled a musket in their defence. It has been
estimated that between the years 1842 and 181 the losses
sustained by pioneers, and attributable to Government
neglect, amounted to more than a million of dollars over
and-above the value of donated lands. The season of
this is not far to seek. Congress was dominated by the
Southern slave-holders. They perceived that it would
not be practicable to introduce slavery into the North-
west, and they resolved, rather than surrender it to the
Anti-Slavery Party, to oppose its occupation altogether.
A policy more unpatriotic, short-sighted, and unstates-
man-like was never acted upon in Washington; and the
eloquent and able men who advocated it in the House
and in the Senate deserve the odium which their course
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has brought upon them. This is one of the darkest
episodes of American history. Yet, like other wrongs,
it was the occasion of the display of stubborn virtues;
and Oregon to-day is better and not worse because the
men who founded her were the chosen of the chosenthe
fittest of all the nation. Had the path thither been made
easier, mans- of the weak and worthless, whom the exist-
ing obstacles restrained, would have followed it; and
internal vice and dissension might have given England
the pretext and opportunity to wrest the fair region
from our hold.

Before proceeding to treat of the nature of the recep-
tion which awaited the emigrants on their arrival, let us
dwell for a few moments on the names of some of the
more distinguished members, where all are worthy of
honor. The expedition of 1843 was, as we have seen,
largely stimulated by Whitman, who, passing through
St. Louis on hii way to Washington, communicated such
information and encouragement as fortified the strong
and heartened the wavering. Returning, he overtook
the party on the plains east of the Platte, and conducted
theni over the most trying part of the Journey. He
acted as guide, physician, governor and friend. Mr. Jesse
Applegate, who was a member of the expedition, and
whose good word was worth having, speaks of the value
of Whitman's energy and experience to the migrating
column. "His advice, based upon knowledge of the
road before us, was 'travel, travel, TRAVEL! 'nothing is
wise that does not take you along, nothing good that
causes a moment's unnecessary delay! His authority
and success as a physician saved us many delays that
world have been ruinous; and it is no disparagement to
others to say that to no other individual are the cmi-
grants of '4S "0 much indebted ts to Di Marcus W hit-
miii

There u ere nine hundred persons in the crrtvan of that
e ir 'md t the hmidred head of cattle Applegate,
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whose words have been just quoted, was a farmer, trader,
and surveyor from Missouri. Though he was neither a
leader, manager, nor huckster, yet by dint of his energy
and individuality, his resources of original thought, his
self-abnegation and independnce, he has left his mark
on the annals of the time. His opinions were sometimes
eccentric and his prejudices strong, bitt lie commanded
the hearty respect and good-will of all. There were
apparent anomalies in his character. Though a man of
fine culture, he shrank from society ; he could scarcely
utter with comfort a dozen consecutive words, l)Ilt his
silence was more effective, at times, than the verbal elo-
quence of other men; the power of his genius was felt;
and he could write with force and clearness. As a fron-
tiersman, his courage and sagacity were comparable with
Boone's; in education and experience he was superior to
many of the men who steer the Ship of State at Washing-
ton. In politics lie was eclectic, sometimes inclining to
the Hamiltonian view, sometimes to that of Jefferson;
but he was too independent to be a party placernan, and
too impracticable to be a leader. He was however, a
prime mover in the forniation of the Provincial Govern-
ment in 184.5. In religion, according to his personal
friend and political opponent, General esmyth, " he
broke none of the commandments, but he might smash
the tablets !' His reckless liberality in money matters
left him a poor man in his old age; not from extrava-
gance on his own account, but by reason of his rashness
in endorsing notes for hIs friends. Applegate was one of
the first settlers in Polk County ; and, later, he led the
way to the Umpqiia and to orthiern California. In
1846 he was chief of the party that escorted the first
emigration over the Southern route. "Pilgrims of the
future,'' observes Judge M. P. Deady, " will turn aside
from the highway to contemplate the tomb of the 'Sage
o Yoncalla.' "

Another conspicuous figure is that of Peter II. Burnett,



40 THE STORY OF OREGON.

afterward Governor and Justice of the Supreme Court of
California. He was a young Missouri lawyer in 1843,
though born in Tennessee; and his remarkable natural
eloquence, which he exercised in haranguing the emi-
grants of that year on the bright prospects before them,
gave him a prominence in those early days which he
never forfeited. In the following year he published a
series of letters descriptive of the Oregon country, and
describing the route to it. which had a favorable effect
upon immigration. In 1848, upon the organiation of the
territorial government, he declined office and removed to
California, with which his history was thenceforth iden-
tified. He was still living in 189, in honored old age,
with a pure, brilliant, and useful career behind him.

Nesmyth was of Scotch extraction, and had the broad
humor and pungent wit of that people. His natural
ability was exceptional, and forced him to the front. On
reaching Oregon, in the autumn of 1843, he encamped
on the spot where East Portland now stands, on the side
of the Willamette opposite to the present city of Port-
land. He was afterward elected to the Legislature, and,
on the outbreak of the Indian wars, was appointed to the
command of the American forces. In later years he held
successively the posts of Representative and Senator in
Washington. The services of none of the pioneers were
more nseful to the growing community than his, or were
given with heartier good-will.

ilolman, of Kentucky, the forerunner of a numerous
family connection, and Waldo, a substantial Missouri
farnier, who sat in the Provincial Legislature, were
among the honored citizens of early Oregon. In 1844
Overton, from Tennessee, built his cabin on the land now
occupied by Portland, and went into business as a mann-
Fieturer of shingles He afterward sold his land to
Pettgrew and Lovejo, iho laid out town lots in 184,
and christened them Porthnd, after the Maine town of
that name Overton went to Texas, and is sud to hive
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met his death there by hanging. The emigration of '44
numbered eight hundred persons; but in the following
year three thousand came, bringing twenty-five hundred
head of cattle. They were chiefly farmers from Iowa,
and they modelled the statutes of Oregon after Iowa law.
A few of them had acquired experience in political affairs,
and all of them were men of force and ability. There
were now five thousand Americans on the Pacific slope.

Among the best-known arrivals of 1844 were Michael
P. Simmons and George W. Bush, a mulatto. The
latter was born in Pennsylvania in 1788, but moved,
while yet a youth, to Tennessee, and lived there till
1806. ile then emigrated to Illinois, and followed the
trade of stock-raising for ten years. For the next twenty-
eight years he lived in Missouri and accumulated prop-
erty; and it was here that he became acquainted with
Simmons. In '44 he travelled with Gilliam's train to
Oregon, providing transport for several families; he
spent his first winter at the Dalles, caring for emigrant
stock. In 1845 he came down the Columbia by pack
trail, bringing his cattle with him, and settled on the
Washougal, twenty miles east of Vancouver. Bush was
a man of great tact and energy, was possessed of an
excellent head for business, and of a stubborn love of
liberty. He had served his country in the War of 1812,
and was in all respects a desirable citizen; but the Pro-
vincial Legislature had passed a law excluding all free
negroes from the Territory. Bush, after observing the
situation, determined to settle in the neighborhood of
Puget Sound, where he would be under British. protec-
tion. Accordingly he moved northward to what is now
Thurston County, Washington State, accompanied by
Simmons, who was prompted to this step not only by
Bush's influence, but by the fact that the Hudson's Bay
Company endeavored to dissuade him from doing so.
"The kisses of 'rn enemy are deceitful

Simmons was a genial, great-hearted man, uneducated,
a
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but gifted with strong common sense, impulsive in tem-
perament, easily led by sympathy and affection, but not
to be constrained by force. In character lie was generous
and just, and the contagion of his indomitable vitality
rendered him a natural leader. He was elected to the
Legislature from Lewis County, W. T., and one of
his first acts was to introduce a measure to guarantee
Bush from molestation, which was passed, to the credit
and benefit of all concerned. Simmons's son, Christopher
Columbus Simmons, in addition to the distinction of his
name, had that of being the first American child born
north, of the Columbia. Michael Simmons died in 1807,
the pioneer Of his State.

But these two men were by no means the only note-
worthy ones n the 1844 emigration. Nearly all of that
emigration were frontiersmen, and nearly all the States
were represented; but there were more recruits from the
South than from the East; and not a few came from the
countries of Western Europe. It was their pride to keep
on the crest of the westward moving wave; they liked
better to contend with nature than with men. Among
them were John Fleming, who printed, in 1846, The
Oregon Spectator, the first newspaper published in Ore-
gon; Joshua Shaw, who first brought sheep across the
plains; Joseph Watt, who sent wheat round (ape Horn,
and James Marshall and Charles Bennett, who, while
erecting a mill at Captain Sutter' s, in Coloma, Cal., first
discovered gold dust. "If that is really gold," exclaimed
Bennett, "we can get all we want, and all of 'us become
as rich as Crsus !" Bennett had acted as subordinate
officer of dragoons at Fort Leavenworth, and he met his
death fighting in defence of the settlers.

As we shall see in the next chapter, emigrants reached
Oregon by sea as well as overland; and emigration to
the west coist s ems, m 1849, enormously stimuFited by
the discos ery of gold in Cqhforrn, and by other causes,
before and tfter that sensational event But mlre'idy in
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1845 manifest destiny had admonished the British factor
at Fort Vancouver that the American eagle had planted
one of his claws on the banks of the Columbia and Willa-
mette, and that something more than shrewd policy
would be needed to make him withdraw it. McLoughlin
had been in the habit of saying to the Rev. Mr. Parrish,
one of the early missionaries, "We will have uninter-
riipted possession here, for no American families can
reach us except by way of Cape Horn." Parrish would
reply, "They will come over the mountains." "As
well might they try to go to the moon," was McLough-
ha's rejoinder; and he treated the first arrivals overland.
as a species of iusu$ nature. But the phenomenon con-
tinued to be multiplied at such a rate that he finally
changed his attitude, and cried out, with humorous de-
spair, "God forgive me, Parrish, but the Yankees are
here sure enough! and the first thing w& know, they'll
yoke up and drive out the mouth of the Columbia, and
come out at Japan !"

It was at about this period, also, that another little
episode is quoted, on account of its prophetic signifi-
cance. A young emigrant, newly arrived, saw a British
ship lying in the harbor, and, without going through the
formality of asking leave, climbed up the side, leaped on
deck, and. explored the vessel from stem to stern, this
being the first sea-going craft that he had seen. At
length he walked into the captain's cabin, where that
dignitary was seated, busy with his log-book. The cap-
tain looked up and endeavored to abash the buckskin-
clad boy with a stony British stare, and finally demanded
where he came from and what was his business. "We've
come from Missouri," replied the boy, "across the Rocky
Mountains; we've come to settle in Oregon, and to rule
this country." The captain stared again, arid possibly
it dawned upon hirn,$hat a young fellow who had made
such a trip as tliat, and become familiar with thirst,
hunger, wild ieasts and Indians was not to be intimidated
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by a gold-laced cap and a. superior manner. "Well,
young man," he broke out at last, "I've sailed into the
four quarters of this globe, and seen most of the people
in it; but I must say that a cheekier and more audacious
set of fellows than you Americans I never ran up against
before !"

General J. W. Nesmyth speaks to the same effect, in
different words. "I never knew," says he," so fine a
population, as a whole,, as I saw in Oregon. All were
honest, because there was nothing to steal; sober, because
there was no liquor to drink; there were no misers, be-
cause there was nothing to hoard; all were industrious,
because it was work or starve. There vere no tempta-
tions, because there were no vices, and all were virtuous,
because there was no oppdrtunity to be otherwise."
But, once more, the pioneers of Oregon were the right
men in the right place; and we shall presently see that
when need came to develop and defend their country,
the ability and the courage to do so were never found
wanting.

CHAPTER VIII.

THE LOG-CABIN.

ASTOR and. others, as we have already seen, had, in the
early years of the century, sent ships to the Columbia
round Cape Horn. It might seem that this method of
approach offered many advantages over the 'overland
route; there were, at least, no Indians, and no imminent
danger of starvation. But people living away from the
Atlantic seaboard, being accustomed to wagons and nfl-
used to ships, naturally preferred the former. Emigrants
from the Southern Atlantic States sometimes followed a
trail through Mexico, and sometimes went by Nicaragua
or Panama. To most the Cape Horn voyage seemed too
long, though in practice it was often a good deal shorter
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than the passage across the Isthmus. Nevertheless, at
the time of the discovery of gold, in 1848, the steamboat
and other sea-going lines stopped at Panama, and often
at Chagres. Passengers to the' west coast could thus
disembark at the latter port. cross the Isthmus, and catch
a northward-going vessel at Panama.

In theory this plan was a good one, although, before
1848, the Isthmus was an unknown region, never visited
save by occasional traders or adventurers, who made the
transit partly in canoes up the Chagres River, and thence
to the Pacific side by a single-mule trail. But when the
rush began to the gold-diggings, there was a terrible con-
gestion of human beings at this point; and the narrow
neck of land offered more impediments and disconiforts
than a thousand miles of desert. In addition to the ex-
cessive heat and the periodical tropical rains, which
combined to breed fatal fevers, the means of transport
were utterly inadequate, the prices charged were prepos-
terous, the simple native population had speedily degen-
erated into little better than a gang of thieves and cut-
throats, and the emigrants themselves, from all countries
and from all classes, and all alike impelled by a frenzy
for instantaneous fortune-making, were not necessarily
agreeable travelling companions. The fact that very few
women went by this route tended, of course, to make its
bad features worse.

The voyage from New York to Chagres had its dis-
comforts, many of the vessels employed in the service
being unseaworthy old hulks, tricked out for the occasion
with a coat of fresh paint and a few yards of bunting;
and the passengers, besides being overcrowded, were
often compelled to work at the pumps day after day to
keep the craft afloat, after her rotten planks had been
started by the frequent storms of the Atlantic. But
such inconveniences were nothing to what awaited them
thenceforward. Chagres River was shallow, with low
banks, overgrown with impenetrable tropic jungle. The
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only boats were native canoes, or bungoes, each carrying
a couple of native oarsmen, a helmsman, and four or five
passengers. The crew were constantly drunk and apt to
be mutinous; by day the sun was oppressive, and by
night the howls of wild beasts along the banks of the
stream answered to the chants of the boatmen. From
the limits of the navigable part of the river a stretch of
about thirty miles to Panama must be made on mule-
back. At Panama an immense promiscuous crowd was
always waiting for steamers, subsisting as best they
might, and many of them in the throes of fever. When
the steamer arrived there were a hundred applicants for
each six feet of accommodation, and the fares charged
were fabulous. General Adair, who made the trip in
1849, accompanied by his family, stated that tickets were
sold for as much as $1500 apiece. The passage from
Panama to San Francisco consumed at least a month,
and thence to Astoria as much longer. The passengers
were packed together, from the bottom of the hold
upward, as thick as cattle, and most of them were obliged
to do their own cooking. General Adair occupied the
post of Collector of Customs at Astoria during the ad-
ministrations of Polk, Taylor, Pierce, and Buchanan;
and he retired from office a poor man.

The route through Mexico was little better than this.
Emigrants landed at Vera Cruz, described as a "section
of sand, cactus and lizards, surrounded by a large tract
of chaparral," and passed their first night ashore in a
caravansary the ground floor of which was a stable for
hundreds of braying mules. The recent Mexican War
had made the inhabitants of the country hostile, and the
peril was increased by the fact that, as far as the City of
Mexico, the only practicable road was that by which the
American army had advanced, strewn with the skeletons
of unburied corpses Hundreds of b'tndits" Ladrones"
also infested the way The journey must be made on
Mexican burros and mules, which were often maimed,
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generally wild, and always vicious. By good manage-
ment, however, and by resting on Sundays, it was possi-
ble, starting at three in the morning, to niake fifty or
sixty miles in a day. Food was foraged for on the
route; it consisted of corn, eggs, sweet potatoes, bananas,
and occasionally pork and strips of tough beef, which
was sold by the yard. On the heights of the Rio Frio
Mountains furious storms awaited the traveller. On
reaching the Pacific port of San Blas a vessel had to be
contracted for, and the pilgrimage was completed by a
voyage of five or six weeks.

But most of the emigrants by these routes were bound,
not for Oregon, but for San Francisco; their object was
not to become settlers, but to make sudden fortunes.
Many of those who crossed by the plains turned aside to
seek the California mines inslead of holding on to the
Columbia; and numbers of men already established in
the WTillamette Valley with their families left the latter
temporarily and went southward in quest of gold; re-
turning, after an absence of months or years, with

dust" in their pouches, perhaps, bat more or less de-
moralized by the experience. In fact, the immediate and
ostensible effect upon the settlement of Oregon of this
mad scramble for wealth was not a favorable one; but
in the long run it was doubtless of benefit to the whole
Pacific Coast. It hastened by many years our occupation
and wnership of it; and the 'Forty-nihers and their
followers were, upon the whole, as fine a body of men as
ever conquered a country. Nor is it to be forgotten that
some of the best of them, like Peter II. Burnett, Captain
XEcCarver and others were pioneers from Oregon.

In order to keep the political situation in mind, we
may recall in this place the causes which brought Cali-
fornia into the Union. It was originally a vaguely de-
fined region, with no fixed boundaries to the east or
north, and merging into Mexico to the southward. It
was thinly settled by Mexicans, most of whom owned
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gigantic estates, many miles in length and breadth;
they lived a pastoral, patriarchtl life, maintained old
Spanish traditions, and were hospitable, aristocratic,
proud, and at least two centuries behind their age. In
a sense they were substantially independent of Spain,
though our politicians made the mistake of supposing
that they would offer no resistance to an actual separa-
tion from her. If not actively patriotic as regarded their
private relations with the mother country, they turned
out to be quite averse from exchanging her protection for
that of our own Government.

President Tyler was a man of firm and persistent pur-
pose, and as regarded the Pacific Coast, he was in sym-
pathy with the views of Thomas Benton. He favored,
therefore, the ultimate annexation of Oregon and Cali-
fornia; and as a first step toward that end, he gave his
consent to official surveys of that region. These were
made under the leadership of Frémont, who was Benton' 5
son-in-law, and as such to a great extent in the confi-
dence of the President.

Partial and disconnected explorations had already been
made by Lewis and Clarke in 1804, by Long in 1819, and
by Pike in 1831. In 1837-39, again, Nicollet, the French
astronomer and geographer, conducted expeditions over
the Northwestern plains and mountains, and Frémont, as
lieutenant of topographical engineers, accompanied him.
What had been discovered stimulated further effort, and
in the winter of 1841-42, Benton and Frémont planned an
expedition to the Valley of the Columbia, by way of the
South Pass of the Wind River Mountains. Frémont was
entrusted with the sole command of it. He set out in
June, 1842, plotted the South Pass on the map, and made
a diagram of the route, pointing out the spots where,
each day emigrmts might find w'iter, grzss, and wood
These reports and maps were by order of Congress printed
and distributed for the benefit of emigrints A second

edition, sent out in 1843, located mountain passes
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farther to the southward, established the position and
character of Great Salt Lake, and then traced the course
of the Columbia to Fort Vancouver, where Frémont's
survey connected with Commodore Wilkes's survey of
the coast line. Frémont now followed down the Coast
Range of mountains, searching the approaches into the
Sierras for a railway passage to the ocean. The route
by which he crossed the Sierra into California is that
now followed by the Central Pacific Railway. The ex-
pedition, on its return, reached Kansas in August,
1844.

In 1845, at which time the covert struggle between the
United States and Oregon had ripened into positive an-
tagonism, a third and stronger party, still under Frémont,
was sent out to explore Mexican territory. In arranging
this expedition the probability of war with Mexico was
considered. Polk was now President, Tyler having re-
signed his own nomination for a second term, in Polk's
favor, as against Van Buren; and, as is well known, the
Polk Cabinet favored, or at least contemplated war.
George Bancroft, the historian, was Secretary of the
Navy. Commodore Sloat was in command of our Pacific
squadron.

It was suspectedwith exactly how much foundation
cannot be knownthat England had her eye on Cali-
Iomia, and intended, should opportunity offer, to hoist
the British flag at Monterey. Frémont, before leaving
\Vashington,, received secret instructions as to his pro-
cedure in given contingencies; these instructions were
not reduced to writing, but were in the nature of a verbal
understanding, to which Polk, Benton, and Bancroft
were privy. As was indispensable, a good deal was left
to Fréniont's discretion. Bloodshed was, of course, to
be avoided except in the very last resort; conciliatory
measures were to be adopted. toward the native Califor-
nians, who, as h'us been said, were believed to be not
averse to an American protectorate. England was to be
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closely watched, and anticipated in any overt action she
might attempt to take.

These unwritten "understandings" are very common
in large politics, and are exceedingly convenient from
the point of view of the statesmen who enter into them;
but they are a trial to the historian, who finds events
occurring without any apparent explanation for them.
In the present case, however, both Frémont and Bancroft
lived down to a period when their statements and private
records could be published, and they support and com-
plement each other.

Polk's first message to Congress (December, 1845) re-
asserted the Monroe Doctrine, with a view to admonish-
ing England to keep off California, her designs upon
which were foreshadowed by the MacNamara Grant.
Father MacNamara was a British subject, and the grant
obtained from Governor Pico comprised over thirteen
million acres, and was to be colonized by three thousand
British families. The policy of England was the same
here as in Oregon, on a rather larger scale. It was ren-
dered nugatory by the action of the United States in
taking formal possession of California on July 7th, 1846.

Let us return to Frémont. He passed down the Hum-
boldt River, and then, separating himself from the main
body, proceeded with two men to Sutter's Fort, in
December, 1845. Thence he travelled to Monterey and
put himself in communication with the American Consul,
Larkin, and with Don Plo Pico, the Mexicai Governor.
The latter at first accorded him permission to continue
his survey, but soon after rescinded it, and ordered him
out of the country. Frémont, while asserting his right
to disregard this order, refrained from any hostile act,
in the interest of American residents of California. He
slowly returned northward, but was met some distance
be ond Sutter' s by a messenger from Wishington, Lieu
ten'int Gillespie The tenor of Gillespie's information
was that war was now inevitable with Mexico, and that



THE STORY OF OREGON.

he must so act as to prevent England from gaining a
foothold in California. Frémont's status was thus
changed from that of an explorer to an officer of the
United States Army, with authoritative knowledge that
his Government intended to take possession of California.
This was toward the middle of May, 1846.

The American settlers in California had become ap-
prised, in a general way, of the situation, and willingly
recognized the authority of Frémont. A body of citizens
placed themselves under his command, and lie obtained
supplies and munitions of war from John B. Montgom-
ery, commanding the United States ship Portsmouth,
then at Yerba Buena (as San Francisco was at that time
ca]led). In order to protect the Americans from a threat-
ened Indian attack some ran cherias were raided; and in
the last week of June the guns of the fort at Saucelito
were spiked. On July th Frémont accepted the leader-
ship of the settlers' movement, which had at first been ral-
lied under the Grizzly Bear Flag by Ezekiel Merritt and
W. B. Ide, at Sonoma, on June 14th. On July 7th Com-
modore Sloat hoisted the American flag at Monterey.
On the 19th Frémont bad an interview with him on board
the Savannah. Sloat was a man who feared responsi-
bility; and though he had explicit instructions from
Washington to take possession of California in case of
war with Mexico, 1ie had long hesitated to do so, and
only took that step, at last, on the strength of Frmont's
performances in the north. When Frérnont informed
him that he had acted without written authority from
the Government, Shout was greatly disturbed, and broke
off the interview. Frémont, as a younger officer of in-
ferior rank, could not argue the case with the Commo-
dore; he wrote his resignation and despatched it to
Washington, dating it May 24th, in order that the Gov-
ernment might, if it saw fit, disavow his acts subsequent
to that time. In the sequel, Sloat was severely censured
by the Secretary of the Navy for his dilatoriness in mis-
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ing the American flag, and Frémont's operations were
commended. Stockton succeeded Sloat in the command
of the fleet.; the English admiral, Seymour, gracefully
accepted the situation, and hostilities ended with the
capitulation at Cahuenga, January 13th, 1847, between
Don Andres Pico, as Commander-in-Chief of the Cali-
fornians, and Captain Frémont, as military commandant
representing the United States. Scarcely a drop of blood
had been shed throughout.

Frémont has been accused of exceeding and even of
disobeying his instructions by engaging in hostile oper-
ations against the native Californians, whom it had been
the declared policy of the Government to "conciliate."
But this charge falls to the ground for two reasons:
First, because the policy in question was proposed by
the Cabinet in ignorance of the fact that the Californians
were not ready to jump into our arms; and, secondly,
because Frémont' s instructions included the important
and unavoidable stipulation that he was to use his own
discretion in whatever unforeseen circumstances might
arise.

The Bear Flag movement has also been condemned as
a wholly unprovoked assault upon a peaceable people,
and as a hindrance to the successful seizure of California;
and Frémont is said to have been the instigator of it.
But, in truth, the movement was the result of the irre-
pressible friction between the native Californians and the
American element; the actors in it were convinced, on
the one hand, that our Government designed the imme-
diate annexation of California, and, on the other, they
were harassed by fear of English encroachments. Fré-
mont had nothing more to do with originating it than
might be involved in the fact that his misunderstanding
with General Castro may have precipitated the action of
the reil origin'rtors, Merritt nd Ide Possibly, no doubt,
our Government might hti e disavowed the transaction
hid it misc'iixied but it is on record that they accepted
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it, and it is certain that they were implicitly if not ex-
plicitly rsponsible for it.

Nevertheless, thanks to the tactics of Calhoun and
other Southern leaders in Congress, California afterward
came near attempting to shift for herself as an indepen-
dent republic. Calhoun and the others, dismayed by the
loss of Oregon to the slave-holding interest, were the
more bent upon getting a share of California; and the
Californians were not less determined to keep themselves
free of the "Peculiar Institution." The discovery of
gold, coming in the midst of the struggle, inclined the
balance on the side of the Anti-Slavery Party; for it is
estimated that two thirds of the settlers in California
joined in the rush to the mines, and their votes, as well
as those of the better part of the California emigrants
from other quarters, were cast against slavery. Burnett,
of the People's Party, was elected Governor, and rémou t
and Gum senators. A constitution was adopted and
sent on to Washington. Benton and Webster championed
it, Calhoun and Jefferson Davis opposed it. Clay offered
his compromise. The bill admitting California as a free
State was passed by both Houses after a long and ran-
corous debate, and was ratified by President Taylor on
September 9th, 1850.

It is obvious that the events which gave California to
the Union had an intimate relation to the welfare of
Oregon. It is not too much to say that the influence of
the men who made or were making Oregon was a power-
ful element in the redemption of her sister State; and,
on the other hand, the secession of California, or its sur-
render to the slave-holders, could not but have had a
sinister bearing upon the future of Oregon. The attempt
of California to have made herself an independent repub-
lic would have invited English and French intrigues and
fomented internal dissensions, inevitably issuing in ulti-
mate collapse; a disaster in which Oregon, so near to
California and so distant from the East, must have
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become involved. But the mutual support which they
happily afforded each other rendered them at once and
forever exempt from the risk of foreign interference; and
whatever internal friction may have remained was oniy
enough to stimulate a healthy and synimetrical growth.

A tendency to rather tart criticism of Frémont is ob-
servable in the references to him of the early pioneers.
Such depreciation is unworthy of them and less than
just to him. Frémont was a man of noble qualities and
high ability; he was ambitious, but profoundly loyal
and honest. He underwent many hardships in prosecut-
ing his surveys of the Pacific slope, and his reports and
maps were of great value to the nation at the time they
were made, and have been proved substantially accurate
by subsequent investigations. His enthusiastic tempera-
ment and enterprising spirit made the wild frontiersmen
whom he led follow him with devotion and fidelity; in
the straits which try men's mettle he was not found
wanting. To grumble because he was called the "Path-
finder," though others had been before him, is childish.
The explorer, rightly interpreted, is not he who roams
irresponsibly over a given region in quest of game or to
gratify a personal curiosity or other personal impulse,
but the man of seeing eye, recording hand, and prophetic
judgment, who acts not for himself, but in the interests
of the community Frémont has been sneered at because
he came down the Columbia with whatever appliances of
comfort and expedition he could command, whereas the
pioneers were forced to straggle in as best they might,
hungry, ragged, exhausted, stripped of their possessions
and uncertain of their future. But surely the pioneers
were not uncomfortable from choice; they, too, would
have ridden in palanquins and supplied themselves with
adequate provisions had it been in their power to do so.
Frémont, when forcing his way through the icy passes
of the Sierras, was exposed to hardships as severe as any
man can sust'iin and live, he never shr'iitk from his duty
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or whined over its difficulties. There is no doubt that
he owed a great debt of opportunity to Benton; but the
opportunities would have been vain had lie not been the
man to profit by them. In after years he aimed at lofty
station, and failed to reach it; but many a man with
not a tithe of his ability or character has succeeded, and
succeeds to-day, where Frémont failed. He deserved
greater rewards than he obtained; and when he died the
nation was left under obligations to himeven pecuniary
oneswhich can never now be repaid save by remember-
ing his achievements with gratitude and honor. And of
all men, the pioneers of Oregon and California can best
afford to treat him with generosity.

We now revert from this digression to our immediate
subject.

Whatever efforts Eastern commerce made toward estab-
lishing connection with Oregon were naturally prosecuted
by way of Cape Horn; transcontinental railways may
have visited men's dreams during the "heroic forties,"
but a generation was to pass ere they should materialize.
The pioneer in this species of enterprise was Captain
John H. Couch, a Newburyport lac1, and therefore a
fellow-townsman of Caleb Cushing, who was the wealthy
owner of ships in that port. Couch was amphibious
from his childhood, and at the age of twenty-eight his
friend Cushing gave him the command of the brig Mary-
land. His instructions were to sail first for the Sandwich
Islands, and there dispose of the bulk of his cargo;
thence to cross over to the Columbia River and take in a
cargo of salmon. Retracing his way to Honolulu, he
was to sell the salmon there; then store his hold with
whale-oil and steer for New England and the mouth of
the Merrimac.

Couch was a hearty, burly, shrewd, typical New Eng-
land tar, good-natured, energetic, and confident. He
was already married to Caroline Flanders, reputed to be
the most beautiful girl in Neburyport He set sail
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under good auspices, and arrived safely on the other
side of the planet in the year 1840, at which time there
were not more than three hundred Americans in Oregon.
After transacting his business at honolulu he headed the
brig north by east, and in due time arrived off the Co-
lumbia bar. Here the long white line of breakers con-
fronted him, backed by a shore covered with dense green
foliage, and beyond, the snowy summits of distant moun-
tains. Couch steered boldly through the breakers, as-
cended the river to the mouth of the WTillamette, and up
the Willamette as far as the site of Oregon City. He
now attempted to carry out the second chapter of his
instructions; but though there were salmon enough and
to spare, the autocrat of Fort Vancouver would not per-
mit the Indians to have any dealings with the New Eng-
lander. Couch, worsted for the time, but far from being
beaten, sent the brig back to Honolulu, where she was
sold, and he himself came home iii a whaler, ready to
make a new attempt and rendered more sagacious by
experience.

His next appearance on the Willamette was made in
1843 on the Chenamus, when the population had sensibly
augmented; and this time he had a device up his sleeve
against which even McLoughlin was unable to contend.
Couch was an American, and he knew how to reach the
American heart. He went ashore in the thick woods
which crowded down to the banks now occupied by the
wharves and warehouses of the city of Portland, made a
Jittle clearing there, and built a small shop of logs, which
he stocked with groceries, hardware, knick-knacks, and
notions of all kinds from his vessel. As by enchantment,
he created in the midst of the wilderness a Yankee variety
store I

The corner grocery is an American invention, and it
lies at the basis of Americtn civilization It appe'tls to
the most secret and. tender sentiments of the American
soul It is the meeting ground, the lounging pFice, the
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forum of American village gossips; there they squat an
spit and chat, tell stories, discuss their personal, social
and political relations, laugh, wax eloquent, and nibble
at the raisin-box and the cracker-cask. In this luxurious
relaxation the hardy pioneers had participated when at
home, and when it was offered to them on the savage
shores of the Pacific, they could no more resist its attrac-
tion than they could help breathing. Moreover, the shop
was stocked with the very articles they were hankering
for, and the proprietor was just the genial. humorous,
whole-soWed fellow to make dickering a pleasure.
Hitherto they had been compelled to procure all their
supplies from the "office" at Fort Vancouver, where
they had to take their turn in the line before a narrow
window, and accommodate themselves to the cold, formal,
and blood1ess methods of a rigid, selfish, and hostile cor-
poration. This change was like summer succeeding
winter, like sunshine after storm, like home in the midst
of aliens. Couch's store was a radical success. It im-
mediately became the centre of interest and concourse.
Its fame spread abroad, and seems even to have reached
back to the sources of civilization. Couch was support-
ing, at his end of the line, the good work that Benton
and Linn were promoting in the Senate at Washington.
He was delighted with the result and with the country,
and determined to settle there permanently. He took
up a claim of six hundred and. forty acres, made arrange-
ments to send goods np-stream by water to those unfor-
tunate persons who were too remote to enjoy the hos-
pitality of his shop, and foresaw that the Thalatin Plains
were destined to become the seat of the most populous
settlement south of the Willamette Falls.

After five years of prosperous trade Couch returned to
Newburyport, bought the ship Madonna, stocked her
with 'i mixed cargo 'md s'uled for time P'mciftc He
arrived it ''tn Fr'incisco in the midst of the gold excite
ment, 'md sold out his c'irgo it an enormous profit

4:
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With the fortune thus acquired he went on to Portland,
and there spent the remainder of his long and useful
existence. He was a lifelong Mason, a model of courtesy
and amiability, and overflowing with masculine vigor
and mental and physical force. In the early history of
Oregon there is no figure, more agreeable and satisfactory
than his.

The old captain did. not have many imitators, though
a succession of vessels, at irregular intervals still made
the long trip round. the Horn; coasting along the hazy
and sunburnt heights of Western South America, and past
the barren shores.of San Francisco, to where the mighty
Columbia, five miles in width, issued tumultuously from
its vast forest-clothed hills. Merchandise was imported,
and the chief export was Oregon pine and other lumber;
there was considerable rivalry between the Upper and
Lower Astoria, though neither of them contained enough
inhabitants to make a full company of milith The steam-
ship era began for Oregon in the autumn of 1850, when
Lot Whitconib built a small steamer, named after him, to
ply on the Columbia and Wilamette. Next year the Black
Hawk, a propeller, was plying between Portland and
Oregon City. Captain Murray, an Australian of Scotch
birth, brought the steamer Bully Washington to Ump-
qua; and the famous Multnomah was sent to the Colum-
bia in sections, and put together there by United States
officers. She was supplied with good machinery, and at
first ran between the Falls and Marysville. Later she
yas carried' below on a cradle, 4nd plied on the lower
Wihlamette as far as its junction with the Columbia.
She was a popular means of conveyance for emigrants.
Dr. Gray was her chief. owner. Still another steamer,
the Portland, built in 1853, was carried over the Falls
and destroyed four years later, and her captain, Jamison,
nd a deck-hwd ' eie drowned The Gazelle, in 1854,

exploded her boiler, killing and wounc1iig forty persons.
the Enterprise was the first stern-'cs heeler on the upper
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Willamette. Finally, the People's Transportation Corn-
pany built a canal, basin, and warehouse on the east side
of the Willarnette; the property was afterward sold to
Benjamin Holladay, the leading capitalist of that period.
A syndicate of Oregonians founded the Oregon Steam
Navigation Company, and incorporated it in 1860 under
the Legislature of Washington Territory. Owing to
unjust taxation it was finally removed to Oregon. -

San Francisco necessarily remained for years the chief
market for Eastern produce, and the great majority of
vessels discharged their cargoes there. The Oregonians
contributed fresh vegetables for the sustenance of the
gold-ininers, but California herself, for a long time, pro
duced nothing but the precious metal. In 1852 a railroad
was built across the Isthmus, to take the place of the
bungoes and mules, and the fare was fixed at $250, or
somewhere about $6 per mile. In 1857 the Overland
Stage Company, the first "rapid transit" organization,
carried the mails from St. Joseph, Mo., to Placervil1e,
Cal., in twenty-two days, schedule time, under contract
with the Postmaster-General. Still later the renowned
Pony Express made the same journey in ten days. The
stages were four-horse coaches or spring-wagons. They
held the road until the establishment of the railway in
1869.

Meanwhile, the country was slowly but surely being
settled by a substantial, resolute, industrious race of men
and women. The Oregonians were not adventurers. To
them the discovery of gold was an incident in their lives,
but not the end and aim of it. Those who went to Cali-
fornia to dig bad no thought of abandoning the families-
that they left behind them in the valley of the Willa
mette. They thought of their wives, who in their ab-
sence were caring for the childreh and performing the
other household duties, in expectation of their return.
Their aim was to build up t home, nd they hoped, in
the muies, to hasten the acquisition of that competence
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which must otherwise be sought by the slow and weari-
some process of clearing the forest and tilling the soil.
The gold they fetched back with them, and the high
prices received for produce sent to California, brought
about, for a few years, a season of comparative extrava-
gance in the little community; but the fever passed
away, and a broader prosperity, based on a healthier and
more enduring foundation, succeeded. The settlers came
to recognize that the land they occupied offered unlimited
wealth, but that it. must be wrought out by long-con-
tinued industry and unfaltering enterprise. They ac-
cepted the task, and the Oregon of to-day is the result
of the work which they began. But before the Govern-
ment of Washington had lifted a hand to help them, or
had even formally recognized their existence, these sturdy
people had by their own efforts made themselves into a
community that was American in the best sense of the
word. They carried out, in its primitive, simplicity and
wholesomeness, the old Puritan scheme of estence,
without at the same time lapsing into Puritan narrow-
ness and bigotry. The stuff that was in these early men
may be known from the fact that they furnished six out
of seven Governors, nine out of twelve Congressmen,
nearly all the judges of the Supreme and. Circuit Courts,
an Attorney-General of the United States, a Judge of the
United States Court, and a majority of the Legislature.
Certainly the log-cabin period of Oregon constitutes a
remarkable and honorable chapter of its history.

In 1828 the Willamette Valley was full of Indians,
but two years later many if not most of them were killed
off by scarlet fever; on Sauvie's Island alone a village
of five hundred was exterminated, with the exception of
two infants. According to Dr. Wifflam McKay, an old
Indian, known as John, had a settled conviction that the
Chief Factor of the Hudson's Bay Company deliberately
poisoned these savages, merely in order to obtain pos-
session of the island. for dairy-farmrng purposes The
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conviction doubtless was suggested by the fact that, after
the calamity had taken place, the island was used by the
Company as a dairy-farm. The first American immi-
grants who settled in the valley were obliged to depend
for their first winter's supply of clothing, meat and bread
on the stores at Fort Vancouver; they eked out their
sustenance with boiled wheat and salt salmon, and went
about hatless and shoeless. In later times the immigrants
of previous years prepared cabins and provisions for those
who were expected to follow them. A couple of roughly
made roads were opened through the valley. During the
five years from 1841 to 1846 inclusive, the American popu.
lation increased from 400 to 6237, as against 1250 British
subjects. In 1840 a number of trappers, including Jø
Meek and Newell, settled on the banks of the Willa.
niette. In the same year Robert Moore, a Pennsylva-
iiian, built a cabin at the Falls, on the west bank, and
called his place "Robin's Nest." He lived there seven-
teen wars, and convinced hiniseif, from knowledge ac-
quired in his native State, that the indications showed
the presence of iron in the vicinity. Commodore Wilkes,
to whom this was reported, ridiculed the idea ; but time
has amply justified the old pioneer's opinion. When
McLoughlin was dismissed from the service of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, he settled on the bank of the river
directly opposite Moore. The two men, typifying the
opposing powrs of the Old and New Worlds, always
antagonized each other, and they died nearly at the same
time. Amos Cook and Frank Fletcher, fellow-immigrants
with Moore, settled at Yam Hill; and John Holman,
another of the party, took up his abode with the Meth-
odist missionaries, of whom niention has already been

m'tde
Among the men of '43 was the descendant of a British

bironet, Sii Thomas Owens, 'who, after the battle of
Culloden, h'd taken refuge m the Vugmia pinPttions
s ith his family Tom Ov ens, his great grandson, though
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born in Virginia in 1808, early removed to Kentucky,
and grew up to be a tall, raw-boned frontiersman. He
had the handiness and resource of his kind. "Give him.
a piece of wet moss," it was said, "and he'll make a
campflre." No obstacles could daunt him. ile drove
his stock over the Cascade Mountains to Clatsop Plains;
hauled his wagons to the Dalles, and then floated them
down to the rapids on a raft. He made a portage for
the wagons, sending the raft through the narrows, where
it went to pieces. He rigged up a catamaran of canoes,
and by its means got his wagons down to his destined
habitation. There he dwelt for ten years, ana his daughter
Diana grew up to be one of the handsomest women in
Oregon; John Hobsou was the lucky man who married
her. Owens, in 1853, went to the Umpqua; and thence,
in 1869, to Trinity County, Cal., where he died in 1873,
leaving nine children.

Jedediah S. Smith, who has. been already mentionel
as one of the survivors of the Umpqua massacre in 11833,
after teaching school two years at McLoughlin' s request,
in the neighborhood of the fort, married Cellast, an
Indian princess of the Clatsop tribe, who is described as
a woman of grace and beauty, with large and soft black
eyes and finely cut features; she was also brave, self-
possessed; and full of resources. They dwelt near the
home of her tribe, and she more than once distinguished
herself in preventing outbreaks between the whites and
the Indians. She quelled an Indian attack on the mis-
sionaries; a few years later, when a band of Clatsops and
Tillamooks went on the war-path to avenge one of their
number who had been killed by a settler, she met the
party and succeeded in turning them back; and, again,
when Smith was on the point of braining with his gun
anIiidian who had crept into his cabin to murder him,
Celiast turned the blow aside, and received the thanks
of her husband after his wrath had had tinie to cool
down Had there been more Indruns like this prmcess,
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the annals of Oregon would have been briefer and hap-
pier.

But what with the passive opposition of the wilder-
ness, the intractability of the savages, and. the hostility,
more or less disguised, of the Hudson's Bay Company,.
the primitive settlers had an uneasy time of it. Indian
villages were adjacent to most of the white villages, and
the Indians never seem to have freed themselves from
the notion that anything happening to the detriment of
the Americans would be pleasing to the Hudson's Bay
Company. Nor can it be affirmed that they were mis-
taken in this impression ; consequently it is not snrpris
ing that they should have drawn the inference that if
they themselves were the agents of that detriment, the
Company would at least tacitly approve. They per-
ceived that the Americans, who wished to own and culti-
vate the land they occupied, were their natural foes;
while the Company, which desired to maintain the wilder-
ness in its natural condition, was their ally. McLougli-
un, though he never took any active steps to prevent
trouble before it occurred, never failed to indicate his
condemnation of it afterward. His policy might be de-
scribed as a Fabian one; and the Indians were never able
to comprehend its subtleties. To this uncertainty in
their minds is partly ascribable the massacre of Whitman
and the subsequent war. Sporadic outbreaks occurred
before these, and caused a general feeling of insecurity.
One pioneer was attacked at night in his cabin and
killed. The mother had still her children to fight for,
and she did so with memorable courage. Standing over
the dead body of her husband, with his gun in her hands,
she kept the savages at bay, and prevented them from
setting fire to the cabin, until relief came. She was a
woman of education and. refinement, but in that hour of
terrible trial she was not found wanting. The perils and
obstacles amid 'c%hllch the settlers hved had the good
effect of binding them together, md led to the formation
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of the Provincial Government and to other important
steps which otherwise might have been long iii coiling.

Wolves, bears, and panthers haunted the outskirts of
the settlements, not to mention wildcats, coyotes and
foxes; and the pioneers hunted them with a breed of
powerful dogs, offspring of a female hound, from a cele-
hinted English kennel, and a Cuban bloodhound. Those
dogs were large, deep-chested and courageous ; they were
good trailers, and swift and untiring in the chase ; they
were violent in attack, and their baying could be heard
for miles. Animals less redoubtable could not have suc-
cessfnlly attacked the wild beasts which they were called
on to engage. The big timber-wolves killed horses and
cattle, and a panther was shot which measured nine
feet in length, and had dragged a calf over a seven-rail
fence into the jungles of a cañon. On another occasion
a valuable English (log unaccountably disappeared
while searching for him the next da a panther was
roused and killed, and the missing dog was found in its
stomach.

Besides the dogs there was another important importa-
tion into the valley as far back as is:. In January of
that year, Ewing Young, Jason Lee, and Lieutenant
W. A. Slocum organized the Willaniette Cattle Conipany,
und Young headed a party of twenty men, who went to
California on a vessel belonging to the lieutenant, bought
seven hundred cattle for $2100, ami succeeded in getting
six hundred of them back to the Wihlaniette. They were
of blue-blooded Spanish stock, and their arrival put an
end to the irksome monopoly of the Iindsoifs Bay Com-
pany, which had hitherto rented to American settlers all
the cattle the latter had used. In a few years the fleet-
looted descendants of these Spanish aristocrats overspread
the valley. They had a light, long body, clean, bony
limbs, t Iruidsonje heid Wind lonr t'ipering horns
When tame and quiet they were is mild in ippear-tnce 15

, but the were formidable is hen iLirmed Ac
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cording to McLoughlin, the British Company favored
and even assisted in the importation of these cattle; but
we must hesitate to accept the Chief Factor's unsupported
word against the evidence of others to the contrary, and
the inherent probabilities of the case.

The log-cabins in which the pioneers housed tliem-
selves while laboring to subjugate and develop their
environment were almost the plainest and simplest of
human habitations. The rough tree-boles which made
the walls were laid on a rectangle twelve or fourteen feet
in length by eight or ten in width. The low-pitched
roof was shingled. with slate, aiid the slates were kept in
place by heavy timbers laid across them and fastened
down. The chimney, comparatively large, was built at
one end of the cabin, outside; an opening was then cut
through the log wall at that end comnmnicating with
it, and the edges of the cutting were plastered over with
clay. The door turned on wooden hinges; the latch
was also of wood, and a latch-string of deer-skin passed
through a hole and hung down outside, for who might
come to pull it. The windows were small, and of course
unglazed; theie were no partitions and no upper floor.
A narrow bed or hunk sometimes occupied the corners
opposite the fireplace; but often a heap of fern or fir-
boughs laid on the floor was the only sleeping accommo-
dation. The furniture consisted of a rough board table
and a few stools or settles, all made of green fir wood.
At night, in place of lamps and candles, light was afiorded
by means of torches of pitch-pine fixed in rings or sockets
in the walls.

All this was in the "heroic forties." But when,
after the gold fever, the miners returned with their bags
of dust from California, they looked in vain for the old
prder of things which had existed when they went away.
The country had filled up, and the log-cabin builders
were behind the times. The changes were very rapid.
Commerce had grown; postal service was established,
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and instead of any longer bartering in kind, minted coin
was in all pockets. The great outside world had heard
of Oregon at last, and was knocking at the door. The
early pioneers shook their heads and twisted their beards,
and knew not whether to like it or not. They felt like
strangers in their own domain.

But before we can consider the new order of things,
we must briefly review the rise and course of Oregon's
Provincial Government. It is an important chapter of
the story, and affords a significant test of the temper and
ability of its originators.

CHAPTER IX.

THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT.

As we have seen, there appears to have been a feeling,
in the minds of some of the pioneers, that in coming to
the Oregon country they were leaving civilization and
laws behind them; and this feeling was not devoid of a
certain charm. Man is apt to believe that he is better
able to care for himself than :oth.ers can: care for him,
and that it is pleasant to be accountable to no one for
one's actions; Human law, at its best, must occasionally
be defective or unjust; and it demands from the well-
disposed an expense in money and. time in ordet to keep
the ill-disposed in order. Bat the wilderness was free;
there a man might live his own life in his own way, doing
no wrong, and subject to none. Who has not imagined
the delight of independent existence on some remote,
fertile island in summer seas, where the day's labor
brought the day's support, and where courts, police, and
prisons were unknown and unneeded?

During the first dozen years and more Oregon might
h'ive seemed to some extent to have afforded a realization
of this ideal. There was room. enough; each settler
might have scores of square miles to himself, even
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within the boundaries of. the Willamette Valley. Never-
theless, as time went on, coming difficulties and entangle-
ments cast their shadows before. The new population,
to begin with, was by no . means homogeneous. There
were the Indian tribes, pressing in on all sides,. and they
had a disagreeable habit of demanding payment for
lands on which the Americans had settled, and which
the latter neither had means to pay for, nor security
that a title so aequired would be valid. Next, there
was. an element of half-breeds in the valley, the offspring
of Indian wOmen by employés of the Hudson's Bay
Company. These mongrèls were, of course, allies of the
Company, and the latter could rely upon their assistance
in case of trouble with the Americans. Indeed, an agent
øf the Company, Ermatinger by name, declared in 1838
tjiat the . Company could arm eight. hundred mixed-
bloods, who, by their knowledge of the fastnesses and
coigns of vantage of the country, could hold it against
any force the United States could bring against them.
Both Indians and half-breeds, as has been intimated, were
only too ready to discover a pretext for hostilities, rely-
ing, justifiably or not, upon the acquiescence or benevolent
neutrality of the Company.

Again, the pioneers had to reckon with the Company
itself, which represented not its own commercial interests
alone, but also the historic grasping policy of Great
Britain, which has ever striven to seize what others were
not strong enough to hold. McLonghlin, as Chief Factor
of the Company, offered a passive opposition to the
American settlement. He would sell them, at his own
price, a modicum of indispensable supplies; but he
would permit the purchase of nothing produced by them,
nor would he allow traffic between them and the Indians
Perhaps, had he fulfilled the ideal of conduct of the men
whose cretture lie was, he would have adopted even
hirsher meisures, d there is reason to believe thit his
ref usil actmilly to diive the Amencans to starvation was



8-2 TIlE STORY OF OREGON.

the cause of his final dismissal by the Company. Be
that as it may, the pioneers could look for rio counte-
nance or co-operation froni him, ana were constantly re-
minded that nothing could more please him than to see
the infant colony vanish away like snow before the rains
of spring.

Finally, there were discordant elements among men of
their own color. Not only did the settlers imported by
the company aim to crowd the Americans out of the
country, but there was a formidable Roman Catholic
contingent in the, valley, which could not be i'egaded as
friendly; and not a few of the pioneers themselves were
of an intractable disposition, averse from reason and the
amenities.. Upon the whole, therefore, the wilderness
turned out to be less amicable and harmonious than fancy
had painted it, and the inimical pressure inevitably
caused the pioneers to draw closer to one' another, and to
consider the expediency of adopting measures for their
mutual protection and development. Moreover, there is
a recognized instinct among our countrymen, so marked
as sometimes to afford food- for humor, to organize into
socIal order, elect chairman and secretary, and pass reso-
lutions looking to the common good. It is an instinct
for civilized order, planted deep in our nature, aid liable
to be strengthened rather than relaxed by opposition
from without.

In 1828 Sir George Simpson took possession of the
Willamette Fails, and set apart a tract of land there to
be occupied by ex-servants of the Companythereby
departing from the traditional policy of the Company, to
allow no settlements even of its own people; but Sir
George hoped in this way to forestall the possible inroads
from the Mississippi Valley. His scheme was not carried
out; but the ex-servants in question, who were largely
French Canadians, afterward took up their abode at
Qbainpoeg. or French Prairie, where their descendants
still live, a useful and prosperous community.
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In 1837 there were in Oregon, exclusive of the Com-
pany' s servants, and including the missionaries, forty-
nine independent settlers; three years later this number
had increased to one hundred and thirty-seven, with
sixty-three French Canadians. Yet at that time there
was no law in the valley but the irresponsible will of the
dictator at Fort Vancouver. The American settlers, of
course, were not cordially disposed toward this state of
things; and in order to establish some tribunal which
might at least not arouse their explicit hostility, the
Methodist mission designated, of its own initiative, two
magistrates. This step, though not suggested by the
settlers, was acquiesced in by them; and it is on record
that a certain T. J. Hubbard, who had shot a man whom
he caught entering his cabin by way of the window, was
by the Rev. David Leslie and a jury acquitted of the
charge of murder. This was the first movement toward
self-government of the Americans.. In 1838 J. L. Whit-
comb and thirty-five others memOrialized Congress, sug-
gesting that it furnish them with a form of territorial
government. The meinorialists pointed out that the
Willamette Valley offered an excellent field for settle
ment, and would doubtless be occupied by oar people
were the latter assured of reasonable order and protec-
tion; but that desirable persons were not likely to conic
to a place where no legal restraints existed, and, on the
other hand, such a resort would present an inducement
to outlaws. This memorial or petition was laid before
Congress by Senator Linn, and was by that sagacious
body laid on the table, in 1840 a similar memorial was
presented by the same senator, bearing the signatures of
seventy Oregon pioneers. Pending action upon it, a
meeting of settlers was called at Chanupoeg early in
February, 1841; to discuss the feasibility of appointing
officiaIs for the enactment and administration of a code
of laws. The Rev. Jason Lee occupied the chair at this
meeting, and he advised the selection of a committee to
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draft a constitution and by-laws, and to consider the
question of appointing an ad-interim governor and
officers.

A few days after this meetingon February 15th,
1841occurred the death of Ewing Young, intestate,
and, so far as was known, without heirs. He left behind
him a property relatively large. He had emigrated from
Missouri to Lower California, where he had been found
by Hall J Kelley (who has been already mentioned as an
early and persistent but unsuccessful advocate of the
colonization of Oregon), and induced to go to the Willa-
mette Valley in 1834. Young had devoted his attention
to farming and stock-raising; he had, as we know, im-

ported Spanish cattle from California, and bad in all
ways shown a desire to be independent of Fort Vancouver.
His death now left his property without an owner, and
it was necessary to devise proper means for the disposal
of it.

The funeral occurred on February 11th, and was at-
tended by nearly all the able-bodied Americans in the
valley. .Mter the rites had been performed, it naturally
suggested. itself to those present to improve the oppor-
tunity to take counsel together. The meeting was organ-
ized accordingly, and Jason Lee was again called to the
chair. Resolutions were passed providing for the ap-
pointment of a legislative committee, a governor, a
supreme judge, with probate powers; three justices of
the peace, three constables, an attorney-genernh, a clerk
of the court and public recorder, a treasurer, and two
overseers of the poor. Thus from the ashes of the pioneer
sprung the first buddings of the Oregon Provincial Gov-

ernment.
The meeting was adjourned, to reconvene at the Meth-

odist mission the next day. The immediate object pro-
posed was to elect the officers whose functions htd been
already indicated But tt this point the first difficulties
were encountered It wis discovered that three Fictions
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were presentthe MethOdists, the independent settlers,
and the Roman Catholics; and since each parry had
equal rights in the premises, it was necessary so to act as
to conciliate all. The seleètion of a representative com-
mittee was not difficult; but when it came to the choice
of agovernor, there was a hitch. The mission had three
candidatesthe two clergymen, Leslie and Hines, and
Dr. Babcock; against these was Dr. Bailey, who was an
aggressive and rather remarkable character; he was an
Englishman, and had, with John Turner and Gay, escaped
from the Indian massacre in 1835, though cleft through
the jaw with a tomahawk. He had nominated himself,
and was not much liked ; nevertheless, it seemed likely
that the three other candidates might so divide the vote
as to give Bailey the election.

After some discussion it was proposed that no governor
be chosen; but that Dr. Babcock, who was appointed
Supreme Judge, should assume whatever might be neces-
sary of the gubernatorial functions, and should decide
cases brought before him according to the New York
Code, although, as appeared upon inquiry,- no copy of
the New York Code happened at that epoch to be in the
Wifiamette Valley. The Catholics were recognized in
the appointment as recorder of George W. Le Breton, a
young man of intelligence and adaptability, who at a
later stage seceded from his own party and identified
himself with the settlers; and who, in 1844, was killed
while attempting to arrest the Indian Cdckstock, for
whose capture Dr. White, the Indian agent, had offered
a reward of $100. W9lliam Johnson, an Englishman, was
made High Sheriff, and four constables were appointed.
The other vcineies on the ticket 'c ere left for the time
unfilled, possibly from an apprehension lest, when the
Personnel of the government was complete, there might
remain few or none outside of it to be gos erned Having
instructed the cornniittee to draw up a constitution, and
to have it ready to submit to the people in Tune, the
meeting adjourned till that time.
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On reassembling at the appointed date, it transpired
that the committee bad not only not drafted a constitii-
tion, but had not even held a meeting for that purpose.
The need of professional politicians was apparentmen
who are paid to do nothing btit attend to politics. The
inhabitants of the Wifianiette Valley had other things to
do and think o. ilowever, the committee was directed
to confer with Commodore Wilkes, who was then at
Astoria, or rather at Fort Vancouver, and ascertain his
opinion as to the expediency of organizing a government.
Commodore Wilkes was enjoying the excellent hospital-
ity of Dr. McLonghlin, and lie was conceivably influenced
by the latter's dislike to the American project. At all
events, he gave his voice against it observing that it had
not been made to appear that the settlers were a unit in
desiring it, that the moral sense of the community ought
to suffice for the adjustment of any questions likely to
arise, and that Congress would probably help them out
of their difficulty in due time.

The vonunittee accepted, or at least. did not actively op-
pose, his view, and a meeting set (town for theensuing Oc-
tober was not held. It is evident that the settlers were feel-
ing about in the dark ; they understood that it behooved
them to establish a better order than yet existed among
theni, in order to advance their interests and protect
themselves against dangers; but they were not certain
who was with them and who against them ; they hesi-
tated to risk a vote when the result was so much in doubt,
and, finally, they were not improbably influenced by tile
consideration of expense government officials would have
to be paid for time taken from their own avocations, and
the public treasury of Oregon had not yet conic into ex-
istence. The people were few in number, were working
foi their ht rng, rind were o poor in mone. that het

the common medium of e'chtnge Nes ertheleS,
the tommittee mide known the result of the de-

tions it the fort, the Ainenctn settlers were di
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pleased, and did not hesitate to say that Wilkes was too
fond of Dr. McLoughhin' s wine. Be that as it may, the
commodore doubtless knew something of the politlual
situation in Congress, and was too prudent to commit
himself prematurely.

Time went on, and nothing was done for a year or
more in the way of establishing a government, though
the emigrations of 1841 and 1842 sensibly streiigthened
the American element in the valley. The publication of
irving's "Astoria" and "Captain Bonneville," John
Dunn's book on Oregon, and the resolute efforts of Ben-
ton and Linn in Congress, kept the settlement of the re-
gion favorably before the public mind. On January
17th, 1842, Jason Lee called a meeting at Chemeketa
(now North Salem to take measures to establish a school,
and in the following February the Oregon Institute was
founded, with a board of trustees which included, in
addition to five clergymen, George Abernethy, Alanson
Beers, and Dr. Babcock. Just a year from this time the
second and successful attempt to create a Provincial
Government was made, and to W. II. Gray belongs the
credit of having been the most active agent in the move-
ment.

In January, 1843. he summoned to his house a limited
number of American settlers whose opinions he knew,
and on whose good faith he knew he could rely. To
them he unfolded a plan by which he hoped to get all
the inhabitants of the valley together, and then to sni-
prise them into assenting to the measure he had at heart.

The property of the settlers was largely in cattle; and
these had, from the first, suffered from the attacks of the
wolves,.bears, and panthers who harbored in the forests
and fastnesses of the neighboring mountains. The dep-
redations had of late become so serious that every one
had reeogmzed the necessity of ibating them, but no
united effort to that end had yet been mide Gras
reasoned that no surer way could be devised of withering

5
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a general meeting of all the inhabitants of the valley,
than to proclaim a council for the purpose of protecting
the stock against wild beasts.

Having thus got them together and disposed of the
ostensible object of the meeting, it would be easy, he
thought, to spring upon them, as if it were the unpre-
meditated thought of the occasion, a proposition regard-
ing the formation of a government; whereas, were the
meeting called avowedly with that object, many would
not respond, from a conviction that what had failed once
would fail again; and others would have time either to
argue themselves into an opposition to the scheme, or to
allow themselves to be influenced by the original foes of
it. There is great political value in a surprise, and in
hurrying on men warmed by the impulse of the moment
to a decision arranged for them beforehand.

Mr. Gray and his fellow-conspirators havifig laid their
plans, notice was sent out to every settler in the valley
to be present at the Oregon Institute on February 2d, to
consult as to measures of protection against wolves and
other beasts of prey. Nearly every one responded, for
this was a matter of importance to all, irrespective of
parties or prejudices. Judge Babcock was voted into time
chair, although he was not of the initiated, and suspected
nothing of the true end in view. The topic of wild beasts
versus cattle was discussed with animation, and finally a
committee of six was appointed, with instructions to
concoct a plan of defence, and submit it to an adjourned
meeting to be held on the first Monday of March at the
cabin of Joseph Gervais. The question of a government
was not brought up at this preliminary gathering, the
conspirators probably deeming it judicious to wait until
the committee reported, and then to take advantage of
the unanimity which was sure to be created, to run in
their measure It is 'ilso thought best to hive a presid-
mug officer who should be in the secret, md thus able to
play into the hands of those on the floor Meanwhile,
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there was a month in which to carry out a quiet canvass
of the inhabitants of the valley, and arrive at a proximate
forecast of how the balance was likely to incline.

The task of gathering opinions was entrusted to Le
Breton and Smith. The result of their inquiry was in-
determinate; there seemed to be a diversity of views, bitt
no large consensus of opinion in any given direction.
Some were still opposed to any government whatever.
Others, under the influence of McLouglilin, suggested a
government which should be independent both of the
United States and of Great Britaina project which,
were it adopted, would obviously secure its own defeat..
Nevertheless, it was actually proposed at a small meet-
ing of a lyceum association that occasionally assem-
bled at Willamette Falls, and was there opposed by
George Abernethy and other Americans. Dr. White,
the indian Agent, was willing to have a government, pro-
vided he were placed at the head of it; but he seems to
have found few supporters.

These unofficial rumors and debates had the effect of
imbuing the public mind with the idea that something
besides wolves was to be talked about in the approaching
meeting at Gervais' s cabin; and the consequence was
that the attendance was even larger than before. The
conspirators were now prepared to act. James O'Neill,
an initiate, was chosen to preside, and under his control
the methods proposed by the committee to protect the
herds were laid before the assembly and adopted. The
ostensible object of the proceedings had. now been gained,
and a motion to adjourn was in order.

At this juncture, however, Gray arose, and after con-
gratulating the meeting on the wisdom and forethought
of its action, went on to point out that they were, then-
selves, less securely protected against dangers than their
cattle Their lack of organization and of t common
understtndmg left them exposed to perils of more kinds
than one "Let us apply to ourselves," he added, "the
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sound principles that we have followed to effct the
safety of our flocks and herds. I submit, and move the
adoption of, the following two resolutions: Resolved,
That a committee be appointed to consider measures for
the civil and military protection of this colony; and,
Resolved, That said committee consist of twelve persons."

These resolutions were unanimously passed, and a
committee, including among others Gray, Babcock,
O'Neill, and White, was appointed. This concluded the
second of the " Wolf-meetings," as they came afterward
to be called. The committee reported two weeks later,
but the action proposed by its members was opposed by
Ahernethy and Jason Lee, and another general meeting
was put down for May 2d. at Champoeg.

Meanwhile, some person whose name did not appear,
but who "wrote in terse old English," circulated a docu
ñent the purport of which was to unite the French Cana-
dians against a provincial government, and to which
their signatures were solicited, it bore date March 4th,
1843. Prior to May 2d, also, those opposed to the pro-
posed organization met at Fort Vancouver, and at the
Falls and the Catholic church, and adopted a plan Of
operations to defeat it. Le Breton carried to the Com-
mittee of Twelve the information that instructions had
been given to the French Canadians (who could not be
depended on to follow intelligently the course of debate
at the coming assembly) to simply vote "No" to any
and every measure that should be supported by the
American element. Le Breton, therefore, shrewdly ad-
vised that resolutions be introduced so worded that the
vote of "No" should operate in favor of the American
projects. This could easily be contrived, and the result
must be to throw the enemy into coufusion.

The day came, and upward of a hundred persons as-
sembled Among them was J0 Meek, a iivtn prominent
m the proceedings, and afterwqrd, it is worth v hue to
devote 'i moment to a review of his history The son of
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a Virginia planter, he was born in 1810; his father mar-
ried again after the death of Jo's mother, and the boy,
at the age f seventeen, moved to Kentucky, and a year
later turned up at St. Louis. At this time he entered
the service of the American Fur Company under Sublette,
and until nearly his thirtieth year he lied a half-wild
frontiersman's life in the mountains, hunting and fight-
ing all the time, bat never receiving a serious wound.
In after years lie was in the habit of relating humorous
stories of the devices by which he had escaped dangers.
At those seasons of summer and winter when beaver were
not to be had, the hunters would rendezvous at camp, and
during these periods of inaction Meek taught himself
reading, and became familiar with the Bible, the works
of Shakespeare, and other poetry. In 1839 the hunters
disbanded, and Meek came to the Willamette Valley and
took up a claim on Tualatin Plains. He had previously
married a Nez Perce woman, and had several children
by her; he brought this family with him. The match
had not been a prudent one, and did not become more
congenial as time went by ; but Meek always remained
true to his wife; he could not be persuaded to give her
up. "I couldn't do it," he replied, in answer to a ques-
tion on the subject; "she had children couldn't take
them away from her ;" and when his interlocutor went
on to ask him why he had not left the children and her
both, "I couldn't do it," he repeated; "it would hurt
here!" striking himself on the chest. In spite of his
imperfect education and uncivilized experiences, he was
courtly and gallant to women, good-hearted and honest
to all. He had a broad sense of humor and an extrava-
gant imagination. Once, when the changes that had oc-
curred in Oregon were being commented on" Changes !"
exclaimed Meek, us hv, 1 c'tn remember when Mt Hood
wis -t hole in the ground " His romtntic temperament
wts shosun when the choice was offered him between two
offici-ti positions one of ushich usas remunerutive, the
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other unpaid, but honorable. "Give me the one with
the glory !" cried lie. He was generous and reckless,
and money slipped away from him. He was more than
once appointed Sheriff, and was twice elected Assembly
man; but after Oregon became a State he was rarely in
public affairs. He was useful in negotiations with the
Indians, and was resolute in his resistance to British
aggression. In January, 1848, lie left the Willamette

on a special mission to Washington, and reached
St. Joseph, after a severe winter journey, in the unprec-
edented time of two months. The latter part of his life
was spent quietly at his farm at Hilisborough, or in rid-
ing about the country, visiting towns the planting and
growth of which he had watched, and spinning enter-
taining yarns of his past adventures. He died in 1875 of
inflammation of the stomach. At the epoch we are nOW
considering he was a gay, handsome, genial young fel-
low, a perfect horseman, and with a gallant and dignified
bearing. He was enlisted heart and soul in the project
of an American provincial government.

When the meeting had been called to order a good
deal of time was passed in skirmishing, with a view to
discovering the relative strength of the parties, and in
trials of tactical skill. Iii the latter the Americans had
the advantage, for the Canadians, obeying their instruc-
tions, blindly voted against every resolution introduced
by their opponents, who were thus enabled to flank and
discomlort them, as Le Breton had foreseen. At lengths
when the confusion of the enemy was at its height, Le
Breton, who had been making a careful canvass to fix the
number of those on whom reliance could be placed,
arrived at the conclusion that the time to put it to the
touch was come.

"Let us divide tnd count " he excFuined
"I second the motion " shouted Gray
The stnking figure of Jo Meek thereupon started out

from the crowd, and that hardy frontieisman called in a
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loud voice, "Who's for a divide All for the report of
the committee and organization follow me

There was a momentary thronging this way and that,
while the opposing parties ranged themselves opposite
each other. The numbers seemed equal, but when the
count was made, it was found that there were fifty-two
of those who favored organization and but fifty who
opposed it. The margin was not large, but it was enough.
"Three cheers for our side !" roared Meek, swinging his
hat. The response came with stentorian good-will. It
marked the victory of law, order, aild civilization in the
Willamette Valley. The defeated party mounted their
horses and rode off, singly or in groups, and left the
Americans to settle matters in their own way.

The report advocating a legislative committee was
adopted. Nine men were selectedGray, O'Neill, Moore,
Beers, Shorters, Hill. Hubbard, Newell, and Dougherty.
The date for the submitting of their plan of a govern-
ment was fixed for July 5th. A limit of six days was
fixed as the duration of their official consultation, and a
salary of a dollar and a quarter apiece per day was voted
for them, and then and there subscribed by the assembly.
Babcock. Parrish, and Beers undertook to provide the
new statesmen with free board during their session, and
the Methodist mission turned over its old granary to
them as a legislative chamber. This granary was a hut
some thirty feet in length by sixteen, in breadth, and a
dozen feet in height from basement to ridgepole. includ-
ing the attic; but the more than Spartan simplicity of
their accommodations was compensated by the honesty
an efficiency of those who availed themselves of it; and
the scene is a more typically American one than some
which hare since then been presented in other parts of
these United Statesof a venal and thieving legislature
lolling at their ease in a place built at a cost of i score
of million dollars

The first Oregon Legislature seems to have expefl(led
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only one half of the $67.50 set apart for their salary;
for they were in session only three days, from May 10th
to 12th inclusive. The most notable result of their delib-
erations was the division of the governorship into a
trinity. This action was due to the existence. in the
valley of conflicting or at least distinct interests. The
appointment as governor of any single man must have
antagonized those persons whose interests lie did not
represent, and thereby (it was conceived) weaken the
general efficiency of the executive. The soundness of
this policy may beand it afterward wascalled in ques-
tion, but experience is the best teacher in politics, and,
after all, no particular detriment resulted from the tern-
porary triumvirate system.

On July 5th, at Champoeg, the people once more as-
sembled to hear what was in store for them. The Rev.
Gustavus Hines presided. Some of the Canadians, who
had been in the minority at the May meeting, now an-
nounced their willingness to support organization ; but
others, including the Catholic missionaries and the Fort
Vancouver party, remained in the opposition. When
Le Breton, as Secretary, read the report of the Corn-
niittee of Nine, both Hines and Babcock argued against
the expediency of a threefold executive; it was supported
by O'Neill, Shorters, and Gray, the latter pointing out in
his speech that the question was not between a single
executive and an executive committee, but between the
latter and nothing at allinasmuch as the Committee of
Nine had found it impossible to fix upon any one man as
governor. The report was finally adopted by a vote
almost unanimous.

The triumvirate was then chosen: it consisted of Alan-
son Beers, David Hill, and Joseph Gale, and there was
admrnistered to them an oath "for the futhful perform-
since of the duties of their offices as required by hw"
A code of lu% s w ts adopted "for the purpose of mutual
protection, and to secure peace and prosperity among
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ourselves, . . . until such time as the United States
of America extend their jurisdiction over us"a sentence
significant of the purely American character of the move-
ment; and fifteen legislative officers were elected, to hold
their positions until the new election of May, 1844.

The arrival, in the autumn of 1843, of the large emigra-
tion of which Whitman was the most consplcuoas pro-
moter. assured the stability of the Provincial Government
as against the other elements in the valley. Nothing of
special importance occurred during the tenure of oflice
of the first Executive except the raising of a military
company, occasioned by the disturbance in which the
indian Cockstock was killed while resisting his arrest,
ordered (without reasonable Justification, it would seeni)
by Dr. White. This company was never put to active
service. A bill against the sale of spirituous liquors was
introduced by Peter H. Burnett. and carried; and a bill
forbidding slavery in the Oregon country was also passed.
This bill also contained the provision that any master of a
sea-going vessel bringrng a negro into the country should
give bonds to take him out again; and the sheriff was
directed to arrest any irresponsible negro found in the
country, and give him forty lashes. It is due to the good
sense and humanity of the sheriffs of Oregon to say that
no one of them was ever found who would consent to
administer this brutal and irrational law.

On May 14th, 1844, the second election for government
offices was held, and the executive power was lodged in
the hands of P. 0. Stewart, Osborn Russell, and W. J.
Bailey. Dr. Babcock retained the Supreme Judgeship;
Dr. JOhn E. Long, an emigrant of 1843, replaced Le
Breton, deceased, as Clerk and Recorder; Meek was again
appointed Sheriff, and Philip Foster was made Treasurer.
The Territory was divided into three legislative districts
Tiralatin, Champoeg, and Clackamas. On December
16th of this eqr tn ct was submitted for the substitu-
tion of a governor for the triums irate and of a regular
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legislature for the existing Legislative Committee. The
resolution to claim the northern boundary of latitude
54° 40' wa also adopted at this session on December 24th;
and the determination to hold this line at all costs after-
ward was condensed into the famous phrase, "Fifty-four
forty, or fight !" The progress of Americanism was
marked and rapid; for although the oath of office, as
worded by Mr. Jesse Applegate, was to "support the
organic laws of the Provincial Government of Oregon, so
far as said laws are consistent with my duties as a citizen
of the United States, or a subject of Great Britain," yet
the prospect of a union between British and American
interests grew constantly less, and the continuous pour-
ing in of settlers from the East augmented and solidified
the strength. and resources, of our countrymen in the
valley.

On June 3d, 1845, the general election was held. The
candidates for the post of Governor were A. L. Lovejoy,
W. J. Bailey, Osborn Russell, and George Abernethy.
Lovejoy obtained a majority of votes; but an appeal to
the people was made, and the friends of Russell were
induced to form a coalition with those of Abernethy, who
was thus chosen as the first occupant of the gubernatorial
chair of Oregon Ahernethy was at this time absent in
the Sandwich Islands. Stewart and Russell acted as his
substitutes pending his return. A memorial to Congress
.was drafted, praying 'for a territorial government; and
on July 25th a "constitutional election" was held, result-j
ing in the adoption of the new law by a three-to-one
majority. Dr. White was then delegated to carry the
memorial to Washington. Soon afterward, however, it
was suggested that the doctor intended to improve the
opportunity to promote his own interests. An unsucceSS
ful attempt was made to recall him; but though he re-
fused to give up his mission, a messenger was despatched
after him to Washington who made such representations
a defeated the delegate's ambitious designs At the
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December session of the Legislature further subdivisions
of the electoral districts were made, and a census of the
population, made by Sheriff Meek, showed a total of
over twenty-one hundred inhabitants; and the emigra-
tion of that year added no less than three thousand to
this number. They brought news of Polk's election,
and of the consequent favorable aspect of the Oregon
question.

Three years were to pass before Oregon received from
Congress her territorial recognition and government; but
she had already done enough to show how well she
merited protection. The Provisional Government was
called on to control a mixed population, comprising five
nationalities, three religions, and an anti-missionary
party. It was a difficult and delicate task; yet, so far
from weakening under the strain, it grew more effective,
and its framework was constantly improving in form.
Its authority was recognized even by the British element,
and it was nowhere openly opposed. It not only sur-
vived the shock of the Whitman massacre, but prosecuted
with vigor and success the war whicli was the consequence
of that tragedy. It meddled with no man's religious
views; it assured habeas corpus and trial by jury; it
deprived no one of his liberty save by judgment of his
peers, according to the law of the land; it declared the
inviolability of private contracts; it appropriated no per-
son's property for public use without full compensation;
it encouraged schools, free press, and free discussion, and
it kept good faith with the Indians. Such a government
sought, in alliance with the United States, not so much
alteration as recognition; it was strong enough to con-
duct its own internal affairs, and needed only the author-
ity of the central power to gutrantee its foreign relatiofls
No finer instance of the law abiding mind los al spirit of

Americans is afforded in the annals of our country than
by Oregon during these early years

The year 1846 was opened by a debate in the HouSe Of
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Representatives in Washington on the Oregon boundary
question, which resulted in a vote to adhere to the line
of 4° 40' ; but this niet with opposition in the Senate,
and the boundary of 4° was finally decided on. Prob-
ably, had our action upon the matter been delayed two
or three years, the vast increase in the American popiila-
tion of the Pacific Coast, caused by the discovery of gold,
would have enabled us to maintain oar claim to the more
northern limit; hut as it was we had no reason to corn-
plain, and a war with England at that juncture might
have proved inconvenient, and could hardly have been
deemed morally defensible.

Of the two thousand emigrants who set their faces
westward this year, half turned aside to California;
among them was the Donner party, whose fate has be-
come historic. Another unfortunate incident was the
attempt of Mr. and Mrs. J. Q. Thornton and others to
reach the Willarnette Valley by a southern route, ?iia
Nevada. Kiamath Lake, and llmpqua Cañon. This hd
been represented to them as an easier trail than the one
ordinarily taken, and as having the additional advan-
tage of avoiding the trading-posts of the Hudson's Bay
Company, where emigrants were unmercifully swindled
and robbed. Bat Jesse Applegate and his party of ex-
plorers, when prospecting this route, had not taken into
consideration the difference in the rate of travel of
mounted men and of loaded ox-wagons; and the conse-
quence was that Thornton's party was unable to make
the distances between water supplies, and finally arrived
in the valley in an exhausted and destitute condition.
Subsequent surveys, however, showed a path practicable
for wagons, and conducting the emigrant to fertile lands
round the upper waters of the Willamette. In this year
the Oregoit Spectator was founded; and it is recorded
that on December 18th the sale of liquor was permitted
in the valley.

Tn 1847 S'imuel 11 Thurston, who was aftels%ard the
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first representative of Oregon Territory in Congress,
arrived with the emigration. Henderson Luelling, of
Missouri, brought a valuable assortment of seedling
apples and other fruits, packed in boxes filled with com-
post, fitted into the wagon-beds. This ' travelling nur-
sery," as it was called, was the source of all the early
orchards and fruit plantations of Oregon, and added in-
calculably to the wealth and comfort of the inhabitants.

In the June election of 1848 Abernethy was again
chosen Governor, beating Lovejoy by the narrow majority
of sixteen votes. The settlers had been disappointed by
the intelligence that Congress had failed to pass the act
conceding them a territorial government; but a mail-
service by way of Panama was provided for, and letters
from Buchanan, then Secretary of State, and from Senator
Benton brought the assurance that their friends at Wash-
ington were still active and confident. Benton pointed
out that it was the clause prohibiting slavery in the Pro-
visional Organic Act that had led to the rejection of the
bill by the Senate; but lie bade them not lose faith in
ultimate success, for that the opposition was animated
only by electioneering considerations. "The same spirit
which has made me the friend of Oregon for thirty
years," concluded the senator, "will continue to animate
me while I livewhich I hope will be long enoagh to see
an emporium of Asiatic commerce at the mouth of your
river, and a stream of Asiatic trade pouring into the
Valley of the Mississippi through the channel of the
Oregon."

This letter suggested to Whitman and to members of
the Government the expediency of sending a delegate to
Washington to help in urging forward the bill. Mr.
Thornton, then Supreme Judge of the Provisional Govern-
ment, finally determined to undertake the mission.
Though privately endorsed by Whitman and by Governor
Abernethy, Thornton did not receive official authorization
from the Legislature as a delegate; indetd, there was a
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divergence of views on this point between the Legislature
and the Governor, and the former, fearing lest Thornton
should intrigue for his personal interests, sent Jo Meek
after him to disavow whatever of the kind he might
attempt. Neek reached Washington only a few days
after Thoriiton, though starting fully three months later.
He did Thornton no harm, and probably did the cause of
Oregon some good. He was a relative of President Polk,
and was made much of at the Capital.

Meanwhile, Thornton, at Benton's suggestion, drafted
a memorial to Congress, describing the condition and
needs of the Oregon settlers ; and also a bill for the or-
ganization of a territorial government, which was intro-
duced and started on its career; but the clause prohibit-
ing slavery in the new Territory determined the resolute
opposition of the slave-holding members of the Senate,
led by Jefferson Davis and Calhoun. Congress was to
adjourn on August 14th, and filibustering tactics were
employed by the opposition. A powerful and eloquent
speech in favor of the bill was delivered by Senator Cor-
win. Butler, of South Carolina, Calhoun's colleague,
described Benton's conduct in communicating certain in-
formation to the New York Herald as "dishonorable."
Benton sprang up and shouted that he crammed the lie
down Butler's throat. Foote, of Mississippi, attempted
to "talk out" the session. It was then mid-day of
August 12th. Foote held out till eight o'clock on the
morning of the 13th, at which time the opposition decided
to give up its efforts, and the bill giving Oregon a tern-
tonal government was immediately and triumphantly
passed.

Polk signed the bill the same day. He then appointed
Meek United States Marshal of the new Territory, and
despatched him to carry the commission of Governor to
General Joseph Lane, of Indiana, the "Marion of the
Mexicaii War." General Lane promptly sold his prop-
erty and wound up his affairs, and travelling by 'cav of
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Mexico and Arizona, accompanied by Meek and escorted
by a detachment of troops, reached Oregon City on March
d, 1849. The next day Lane issued his proclamation as

first Territorial Governor of Oregon, having thus suc-
ceeded in beginning his administration before the expira-
tion of President Polk's term of office, with about twelve
hours to spare. The struggle had been a long one, and
the issue was a victory for civilization, freedom, and mail-
hood, as well as for the Oregon pioneers.



PART IV.

TIlE ERA OF DFXIELOPMENT.

CHAPTER X.

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF TIlE WJ-TITMAN MASSACRE.

A HISTORY of the white settlement of North America,
written from the point of view of the aboriginal inhabit-
ants, would be an interesting contribution to human an-
nals. Among those of our race who have been brought
most closely in Contact with him, the opinion prevails that,
as no man can be pronounced happy until he is dead, so
no living Indian can be called good. Certainly, their ways
and. their interests do not seem to be compatible with
ours; and in the inevitable conflict, it is they who must
needs vanish. Nevertheless, looking at the matter im-
partially, it must be admitted that abstract right is on
the Indian's side. The methods of savage warfare do
not commend themselves to our civilized notions; we are
prejudiced against the indiscriminate slaughter of women
and children, and we think that the fact that our own
indian agents fail to observe the spirit of our treaties
'aith the red men is no justihcttion for %ht se qre
pleased to term the treachery of the I tter Were they
the stronger party, they might be less prone to treqcherv,
ts to nviss'tcre nd rnutihtion, they hold them to be not
only justifnble, but ciethPible, and their iars he been
waged, not for renown and convenienc, but for bare e-
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istence and ground tO stand on. Of Christian mercy,
forbearance, and equity they have heard much, but seen
little ; and it is hardly in human nature to accept the
Golden Rule as the law of one's own conduct, while suf-
fering robbery and violence from the other party.

The Roman Catholic missions of Mexico and California
avoided conflict with the Indians on two obvious grounds:
the fathers, though they sought to instract and civilize
the savages, did not seek to crowd them out of their an-
cestral territories ; and the ceremonial of Catholic wor-
ship pleased the esthetic sense of the Indian, mildly
stimulated his awe and curiosity, and made no demands
whatever upon his intellect. But the Protestant invasion
was another matter. Our people came to settle on the
land. Even our missionaries were not exempt from land-
hunger. The Nez Perces and other powerful tribes at
first received us with hospitality and hope, and were
even, as we have seen, favorably inclined toward our
religion; but they were made to feel the harshness of
our colonizing policy more sensibly than the invitations
of our Gospel; and little by little their suspicion and
hostility were aroused. They had supposed, as the Jews
of Christ's time did before them, that Christianity meant
temporal power and affluence, and imagined that the
white man's wealth and strength were due to his study
of the magic Book. It was their natural anticipation,
therefore, that the Book would exert an influence no less
beneficent over them. But they soon discovered that the
Bible meant, for them, disarmament, submission, dis-
possession; while for the whites it meantif it meant
anythingaggrandizement and arbitrary exclusion of the
original proprietors. They saw their forests being chopped
down and their wild animals being exterminated. Some
of them tried agriculture for a while, but new swarms of
white men kept arriving, with rumors of mriads more
on the way; it was obviously only a question of time
when even agriculture would fail them for lack of fields

6
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to cultivate. Protestant doctrinal sermons, in Chinook
jargon, did. not suffice to abate their uneasiness. They
began to believe that they were the victims of a gigantic
plot; they were to be lulled to slumber by charms from
the Book and then incontinently put out of the way,
either by poison, rifle-bullet, or simple expatriation.

On contrasting this state of affairs with their relations
with the Hudson's Bay Company, the balance was in
favor of the latter. The Company had been of unmixed
advantage to them; they had not only not interfered
with their hunting or with their hunting-grounds, but
had rendered their favorite occupation remunerative in a
way it never before had been. There had been no prating
about the Golden Rule, but practical benefits had not
been wanting. It followed inevitably that the Indians
looked upon the Company as their friends; and they had
intelligence enough to perceive that the business interests
of the Company were with them and. against the Ameri-
cans. In other words, the Americans were the common
enemy of the Company and of the savages; and it was
to be presumed, therefore, that any injury done to the
Americans by the savages would iiot be resented by the
Company.

This was sound logic; and though the Company was
far from officilly endorsing it, and failed not to remon-
strate sharplywhen any overt act of hostility was cow-
mitted, yet it must be admitted that they did not always
take such stringent preventive measures as might have
rendered hostilities impossible. "Let the AmericanS
take care of themselves !" exclaimed McLouglilin on one
occasion. The words were not seriously meant, in their
full significance; but they indicated a certain attitude
of mind, and, after all, they were the expression of a not
wholly unnatural sentiment.

The lottery of circumstances and the acti e machula
tioris of a few individuals combined to inflame and bring
to a head the Indians' enmity The establishment of
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Jason Lee's mission on the Willamette had been followed
by a serious mortality among the local tribes, whose
superstitious minds could not but connect the two events
as cause and effect. They thought that "bad medicine"
had been given them; and that idea having once taken
root, could never be extirpated. As a matter of fact, the
Salem mission ceased chiefly because there was no mate-
rial left to work on. A similar misadventure was one of
the causes leading up to the Whitman tragedy. As far
back as 1841 some melons in the garden attached to the
mission had been drugged with some nauseous though
harmless mixture, in order to abate the thieving propen-
sities of the Cayuses; the latter never forgot the inci-
dent, and put their own interpretation on it. In 1814,
while a band of Cayuses and Walla-Wallas were in Cali-
fornia to get cattle, the son of a Cayuse chief headed a
party to go to the Dalles to extort a tribute of horses
and blankets from the tribe there. On their return they
stopped at Whitman's house, and be refused to shake
hands with them on the ground that they were robbers.
This would have been well but for the untoward mishap
that immediately followed. The young chieftain awoke
in the night and was hungry; his squaw gave him a
piece of dried buffalo meat; he ate it and died. The real
cause of this untimely demise has never been made
known, but the Indians had no hesitation in ascribing it
to Whitman's ill-will.

At this period the missions of the American Board, on
the east of the mountains, were making but slow and
doubtful progress; and all the Methodist establishments,
except that at the Dalles, bad been discontinued. On

the other hand, the Catholics, under the management of
Bishop Blanchet on the west of the Cascades, Father
Blanchet on the east, and Father Demers in the north,
and with the aid of twenty-six other priests, were enjoying

Uneqiu% ocal success Their various congregations in-
cluded fifteen hundred whites and half-breeds and six
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thousand Indians. There were five churches or chapels
in the Willamette Valley, a still greater number in the
north and west, and others were projected. Colleges,
academies, and schools had also been established. In
short, the Catholic triumph was already all but com
plete; only Whitman was still conspicuous on the other
side, and it was against him, consequently, that the
Catholic party aimed its efforts.

Prom the outset of his career in Oregon, Whitman had
been contending against odds and perils. He was a good
fighter, of undaunted courage, and able to do almost
anything except to recognize defeat. He, indeed, per-
ceived. the dangers that were gathering around him, but
he thought that they could be successfully met and over-
come. He intended nothing but good to the Indians;
but his conduct toward them was influenced by his politi-
cal foresight and by his patriotic hopes. Knowing and
desiring that his countrymen should possess the north-
western region, he'could not but see that the continuance
of the natives in the enjoyment of their ancient preroga-
tives must cease. Three alternatives were therefore open
to themto be exterminated, to be expatriated, or to
accept civilization, and. so become peacefully merged in
the white community. His aim was to bring about the
latter result, and all his transactions with them had this
in view. His fatal mistake lay in believing that, in the
face of the untoward conditions which prevailed, it could
he accomplished. Nevei, save in sporadic instances, have
the Indians of North America exhibited a real aptitude
ior civilization; their wildness seems to be ineradicable.
But even, had it been otherwise, the Indians with whom
Whitman had to deal were antagonized by special causes
which he could not control.

The region occupiedby the Caynses lay directly in the
path of the emigrant trains arriving from the East. They
could realize, therefore, as other tribes could not, the
number and disposition of the inflowing streams, and
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they were witnesses of the cordial understanding between
the emigrants and Whitman. How, they asked them-
selves, could this man, who pretended to be their friend.
also be the friend of people who were come to oust them
from their inheritance No answer satisfactory to them
could be given to this question; their minds were not
accessible to the far-reaching designs of statesmanship,
nor could they comprehend the manifest destiny of races.
The only conclusion they could come to was that Whit-
man was secretly their enemy, and that he was covertly
plotting their destruction.

Affairs being in this state, events occurred which made
them worse. In 1845 an Indian from Delaware, by the
name of Torn Hill, came among the Nez Perces and the
Caynses, and, by his stories of the experiences of his own
tribe with the whites, confirmed their suspicions. He
told how the American missionaries had first insinuated
themselves under the plea of teaching them a new and
powerful religion, and had thus induced them to admit
an overwhelming influx of settlers, who had taken away
their lands; and he warned them that unless they resisted
encroachment promptly and vigorously they would share
his people's fate.

Scarcely had this mischievous communication had time
to take root, than it was followed and emphasized by the
machinations of an ingenious but diabolical red man of
unknown origin, one Joe Lewis. Joe was clever, and
had lived much with the whites; he was useful as an
interpreter, and Whitnian employed him and suffered
him to remain about the mission. But he improved the
opportunity not only to repeat Tom Hill's charges, but,
taking advantage of the fact that dysentery and measles,
brought into the country by a band of immigrants, had
become epidemic among the Indians, he asserted that the
scourge was of Whitman's creation, and that he purposed
poisoning the tribes wholesale. He added that Whitman
had sent to the Fist for poison before, but had not been
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satisfied of the efficacy of what had been brought him;
but that now he had got some fatal enough to suit him.
as might be seen by the use he was making of it. By a
further flight of imagination, Joe declared that he had
overheard a conversation between Whitman and his wife
and Mr. Spalding, *ho had a station among the Nez
Perces, that Spalding had complained of the slow action
of the poison, and that the three conspirators had then
made a calculation of the wealth they would enjoy when
the last Indian was no more.

This grotesque concoction, absurd as it sounds, readily
found credit among Joe Lewis's auditors. They remem-
bered the drugged melons of 1841 ; they recalled the
mortality in the Willamette Valley under the rqirne Of
Jason Lee; and they were further fortified in their belief
by an old legend of an American trapper who had been
the cause of the death of hundreds of Blackfeet by spread-
ing small-pox among them. Everything was now ripe
for an outbreak. As one writer has expressed it, the
country was like a tinder-box: the Americans and the
Hudson's Bay people answering to the flint and steel,
and the Indians to the tinder. Any collision between the
two former would ignite the latter. The Hudson's Bay
people, however, must be taken as including the Roman
Catholic missionaries, for it was between Whitman and
the latter that the fatal spark was finally struck out.

The course of events leading imniediately to the catas
trophie was as follows: Whitman, though unaware of the
treachery of Joe Lewis, and ignoiant of the extent of the
disaffection among the tribes, was yet conscious that his
situation was a perilous one, and in the summer of 1847
he was seriously considering the expediency of tranS
ferring his quarters from the Walla Walla region to a
place farther westward. His friend Thomas McKay, the
local agent of the Hudson's Bay Company, urged him to
do this, and agreed to purchase from him the mission
property at Walla Walla, hule Whitman was to buy



the disused Methodist mission at the BaBes. Acord-
ingly, in the latter part of that summer, Whitman went
to the Dalles and completed that part of the transactiOn;
but instead of at once taking up his residence at the
Dalles, he resolved to spend one more winter at Waiilatpu,
and meanwhile to leave P. B. Whitman, his nephew, in
charge of the property. This decision cost him his life.

While he was absent on this affair, Father Blanchet
with three other priests came to the Walla Wahla fort
and made it their headquarters while engaged in fixing
upon a location for their mission. They had come partly
in response to an avowed desire on the part of many of
the Indians whom Whitman had failed to conciliate,
among whom Tam-sn-ky, a Cayuse chief, was the most
conspicuous. Tam-sn-ky was actuated, of course, not so
much by a love of the Roman Catholic form of faith, as
by his distrust and hatred of all that appertained to Whit-.
man and the Americans;. and by the conviction that
Catholicism, the Hudson's Bay Company, and the undis-
turbed enjoyment by the Indians of their own lands,
were somehow component parts of a desirable whole.

When Whitman got back from the Dalles, and found
the Catholics already making free with the sad remains
of his eleven years of effort, he was naturally incensed.
They might at least have waited, he thought, until he
was out of the way. He expressed his displeasure in
very plain terms; but the priests, secure in their posi-
tion, treated his remonstrances with indifference. Father
Brouillet established the mission at Umatilla. The atti-
tude of the two parties was, of course, mutually hostile;
but there is no ground for supposing that the Catholics

actually adopted the false statements of Joe Lewis.
They tontented themselves with assurmg the Indians that
Whitmrn was their enemy, ¶fld was leading them to
spiritual destruction Memn1ule, in order to determine
whether or not the charge as to the administration of
poison weme true, Tam-sn ky gave his cick wife some
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medicine prescribed for her by Whitman. As luck would
have it, the woman died.

On November 9th, 1S47, a day or two after this event,
some fifty Indians came together at Waiilatpu, all of
them adherents of Tam-sn-ky. Mr. and Mrs. Whitman
were at the mission with about a dozen more white peo-
ple. There were also a couple of Indians friendly to
Whitman. One of the savages approached Whitman, and
asked him for medicine for a sick child. While the doctor
was in the act of giving it to the applicant, a confeder-
ate slipped behind him and buried a tomahawk in his
skull. An attack upon the rest of the party followed,
and eight were killed, including Mrs. Whitman. Four
more were hunted down and slain during the next four
days. The only trustworthy eye-witness of the affair
who escaped to tell of it was Mr. Spalding, who owed
his life to the intercession of Father Brouillet.

The latter arrived on the scene of the murder the fol-
lowing day, in response, it is said, to an invitation ex-
tended to him several days previous by Whitman him-
self. lie has been accused, though upon no evidence but
that of Joe IMwis, of abetting the crime. He baptized
three sick Indian children soon after his advent, bitt
seems to have done nothing else mentionable- He and
his associates, however, cannot be entirely exonerated from
blame in this affair. It was not enough that they did
not encourage the designs of the Indians ; they should
have actively and explicitly declared against them. They
knew the teiriper of the tribes, and they kitew that W'hit
man was actually leaving Waiilatpu because, in-are malt
though lie was, he reeognized the peril that envirOfle(l
those he loved as well as himself. This was not the
moment to proclaim that the American missionary was
leading the red men to hell. It needed but a straw to tip
the balance on the side of murder, and Father Brouillet
niust bear the charge of not having refrained from adding
htt straw It s probable, mdeed, tirit he antIcipated flO
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fatal issue to the Indian agitation; he may have thought
that Whitman would be merely driven away, and not
killed; but men seldom attach much weight to dangers
which others are to incur, especially when the latter's
interests are incompatible with their own.

Thus, at all events, the tragedy was consummated, and
the best and ablest man on the Pacific Coast was killed.
His death became him; he was standing on the ground
where his missionary work had been done, and he was,
at the instant of his murder, ministering to his murderers.
We cannot lay the blame upon the Indians; they but did
after their kind, believing the falsehoods that had been
told them, and relying upon the moral support of the
Hudson's Bay Company and the Catholic party; and, at
any rate, as we shall presently see, the punishment of
the slayers was prompt and final. But the Company
and the Catholics, however technically innocent, cannot
be acquitted of a terrible responsibility. They at least
failed to be outspoken, when outspokenness might have
made the difference between life and death. The Com-
pany were influenced by political considerations, by the
desire to maintain their position in the country; and the
Catholics were actuated by that old odium Iheologicum
which has wrought so many bloody disasters throughout
history. They carried their selfishness too far, and the
Whitman massacre was the result.

A man named William McBean was at this time in
charge of the Company's fort at Walla Walla. ile is
said to have "displayed an unwillingness" to take under
his protection some of the fugitives from Waiilatpu.
This action is not now interpreted as due to deliberate
inhumanity on his part, but only to. a fear of embroiling
the Company with the Indians lie was frightened, and
in his fright took a course which even the Company would
not endorse. He sent a messenger to James Douglas,
Chief Factor at Fort Vancouver, announcing what had
taken place, but, for reasons never clearly explamed,
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ordered him not to connnunicate the news to the Ameri-
cans at the Dalles, which he must pass on his way.
Douglas, as soon as he learned of the tragedy, apprised
Governor Abernethy; and Ogden, also a factor of the
Company. immediately went to Walla Walla with an
armed force. At a council held there with the Cayuses,
lie denounced the murder, and induced them to give up
forty-seven prisoners, most of whom were women and
children. On the first day of the New Year, 1848, eleven
others, including Mr. Spalding, were ransomed from the
Nez Perces. Ogden's prompt and efficient conduct de-
serves remembrance. The captives had undergone name-
less sufferings.

The news reached Oregon City on December 8th. The
Legislature was then in session. Governor Abernethy
called for volunteers. At a public meeting held that
night a company was raided to take possession of the
Dalles, that being the only route by which, at that time
of year, the Indians could have attacked tire Willamette
settlements. It was assumed that a general uprising of
the Indians was imminent, and that the massacre at
Waiilatpu was only the first blow. Arms were needed,
and these--save for such few weapons as the settlers
ownedcould be obtained only at Fort Vancouver.
McLoughlin, however, declined to furnish any equipment
to the volunteers upon the guarantee of the Provisional
Government; but he finally consented to accept'tlie per-
sonal pledges to pay of the committee which waited upon
him. The arms were issued to the men on the 10th, and
eleven days later they were encamped at the strategical
point of the Dalles, under the command of J.W. Nesmyth.
They were but fifty in number, but their swift movement,
and the tactical value of the position they occupied,
whether for attack or defence, possibly saved, the com-
munity from an invasion.

Meanwhile, the whole settlement had been aroused; tile
men who had faced the dangers and privations øf the
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plains met together, and were organized into a regiment
of fourteen companies, under Cornelius G-illiam as cplonel,
with James Waters second in command. Most of these
men brought their own rifles with them, as well as horses
and other equipments ; and they gave their services with-
out thought of pay. The advance guard of this small
army reached the Dalles on February 23d, and four days
later the enemy was encountered near Meek's Crossing
by a party under Major Lee. On the 29th a skirmish
was fought, resulting in the killing of a number of Ind-
ians, and the capture of $1400 worth of horses and other
property. One American was wounded, a treaty of
peace with the Des Chutes Indians was made, and on
March 4th the regiment arrived at Walla Walla. On the
way thither, however, an engagement occurred on the old
emigrant road, at a place known as Sand Hollows. The
centre of our force occupied the road, with two companies
on either flank. The Indians made a series of rapid
attacks and retreats. during which War Eagle, one of the
Caynse chiefs who pretended to invulnerability, was shot
through the head by Captain McKay, and Five Crows were
severely wounded by Lieutenant McKay. Eleven of our
men were wounded, but th further losses of the enemy
could not be ascertained, as they removed their dead and
wounded. Toward evening the Indians retreated two
miles, while the Americans encamped on the field of

battle. No further serious attempt to bar our way to
Waiilatpu was made, and our regiment reached that point
safely, the enemy retiring toward Snake River.

Negotiations were now entered into with the Indians to
obtain the surrender of the murderers of Whitman; they
were unsuccessful, and Colonel Gilhiam started on a raid
into the Snake River country. At one time a village
containing several of the murderers was actually in our
hands; but the enemy literally lied themselves out of
the scrape, and afterward, when the regiment was on Its

return march, they fell upon their retr, and so hn.ssed
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them as to compel the surrender of the horses that we
had captured. On reaching the mission Colonel Gilliarn
detailed a small force to go to the Dalles for supplies, he
himself accompanying it on his way to Oregon City to
report to Abernethy ; but the colonel was killed by the
accidental discharge of a gun at Well Springs, and Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Waters assumed command of the regi-
ment.

A few more skirmishes with the Caynses took place
with no decisive result ; after which the Indians aban-
4oned their country, and bétook themselves to the other
side of the Rocky Mountains. No treaty of peace was
concluded; but two years later the Indian who actually
killed Whitman was captured by a party of his own
tribe, and he and four others were taken to Oregon City
and surrendered to our government, which promptly
executed them all, though none of them except Ta-mahao
had taken any active part in the massacre. Meanwhile,
Joe Lewis, the fountain-head of the whole trouble, had
persuaded the tribe to send him to Salt Lake to exchange
a picked lot of horses with the Mormons for ammunition.
Two young Cayuse braves went with him. Soon after
one of them came back with the news that Lewis had
killed his companion and escaped with the horses; and
thus this accomplished scoundrel disappears from his-
tory.

CHAPTER xl.

POLITICS, PROGRESS, AND WAR.

FEO3I 1850 to 1859 Oregon passed through the most
irksome stage of her estence. The territorial form of
goernment, tithough in theory superior to the provifl
cml, turned out to be prtchcilly at least ts nnoy1ng, \%ith
this idditioniI disth antageth'tt whereas under the
provincial régime, the people were drawn into close union
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by the threat of external perils, under the territorial
they were divided against one another by local and politi-
cal antagonisms. The average character qf the popula-
tion was lowered as its numbers increased; the tedium
and difficulty of communicating with Washington were
severely felt, as well as the futility of attempting to
negotiate business there through the medium of a single
delegate, who had no vote. Finally, the troubles with
the Indians uere incessant during this decade, and served
to keep the people in a condition of constant danger,
worry, and exhaustion.

We will first examine the political situation. Early in
June, 1849, Joseph Lane, as Governor, called an election
for delegate to Congress and for members of the Legisla-
ture. Samuel R. Thurston got a majority of the votes
for delegate, and nine members of council and eighteen
representatives were appointed to the Legislature. At
a short session on July 16th they divided the Territory
into three judicial districts, altered the names of some of
the counties and nominated officers for them, and appor-
tioned their own future membership. In October the
county elections came off, and the organization of the
government was complete. in April of the following
year the new Whig President, Taylor, appointed John P.
Gaines to succeed Lane as Governor. Pending his suc-
cessor's arrival, Lane went to Rogue River and made a
treaty with the Indians there, afterward going on to Cali-
fornia to look for gold. Gaines arrived in September;
he was, of course, a Whig, and inasmuch as the new
Legislature, elected the preceding June. was mainly
Democratic, a good deal of friction was at once apparent.
Nevertheless, a code of laws was passed at this session
and other business transacted incident to the develop-
ment of the country. In June, .1SM, Lane, returning
from California, was elected Delegate to Congress by a
large majority over his %Vhig opponent, WillsonMr.
Thurston having died at se't on Ins uay home from the
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East. In the same year the discovery of gold in the
neighborhood of Rogue River created the town of Jack-
sonville, and led to the settlement of the region by farm-
ers; these settlements were afterward extended to the
Umpqua. This new population suffered for some years
from the hostility of the local Indian tribes; but the
large emigration of 186, most of which turned to the
Willamette Valley, substantially strengthened our posi-
tion

At the assembling of the Legislature in December,
185, the Democrats still showed a large preponderance,
and emphasized their mastery by declining to accept the
message of the Whig Governor. The subject of a division
of the Territory was debated, its dimensions at that time
being so unwieldy as to render its admission into the
Union as a State out of the question. Northern Oregon,
as Washington was then called, desired self.government;
and in November, after several futile efforts, a memorial
on the subject was laid before Congress by Delegate
Lane. It was agreed to, and received the President's
signature on March 3d, I83. Major Stevens was ap-
pointed Governor, and his first proclamation was issued
in September of the same year.

A Democratic President, Franklin Pierce, was now ID
power, and he promptly dismissed the Whig office-
holders and replaced them with Democrats, Lane being
again made Governor. He, however, was again appointed
Delegate to Washington, Secretary Curry taking his
place as Executive. John W. Davis, in November, waS
substituted for Curry, but he resigned the following
year, and Curry flnal1y resumed the position. An at-
tempt was made to form a State constitution, but it was
opposed by the Whigs on the ground that it would give
the Democrats all the offices. It was defeated in June,
1S3, by a split in the Democratic vote, caused by the
desire on the part of the inhabitants of Jackson County
to create a new territory by a conjunction of Northern
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California with Southern Oregon, which the promotion
of Oregon to Statehood would have rendered impossible.
At the session of the Legislature in December, 1854, a
bill was passed making a newcounty, named Multnomah;
and another removed the seat of government from Salem
to Corvallis. Renewed efforts were made, both in the
Legislature and by Delegate Lane at Washington, to ob-
tain the sanction of Congress to a bill to give State organi-
ation to the Willamette Valley region, but the measure

was stopped in the Senate. it the June election of 1855
Lane, the Democratic candidate, again defeated Gaines,
representing the Know-Nothings, for the Governorship;
but the Constitutional Convention was nevertheless once
more successfully opposed by the Jackson County
seceders, who, on this question only, voted against their
political friends.

Among the anomalies of this period, one of the most
amusing was the uncertainty that prevailed as to the
locality of the seat of government. Previous to 1852 it
was thought to be at Oregon City; but in December of
the latter year, both Whigs and Democrats agreed that
Salem was the more suitable spot, and they held their
legislative meeting there ; but in January, 1855, a bill
passed removing the title of capital from Salem to Cor-

vallis. A strong opposition bad been developed against
this measure, partly because public buildings had already
been contracted for in Salem, and work on them had
begun. Of course, when it appeared that there were to
be no occupants of these buildings, work on them stopped.
Governor Curry, on applying to \Vashington to know
how to manage about the money end of the business, was
informed by the Secretary of the Treasury, who seems to
have had no sympathy with the coyness of the Oregon
Legislature as to their trysting spots, that the Salem
contracts were not to be annulled, nor any new ones
made. Hereupon the Salem builders began to build once

more, and th &overiior transferred his quarters from
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Corvallis to Salem; but as the bill capitalizing Corvallis
still stood unrepealed, Oregon had now a brace of capi-
tals, in either or both of which her rulers might ensconce
themselves. In September word came from Washington
which seems really to have bestirred itself on this mat-
terthat no money was to be paid out for public build
ings that might be built elsewhere than in Salem, and
that the expenses of no statesmen meeting elsewhere than
in Salem should be defrayed. The members of the Leg-
islature pondered over the situation, and arrived at the
conclusion that Corvallis, being still by legal enactment
the seat of government, must he the place where they
should come together; but that, having met there for
principle's sake, there was nothing to prevent their mov-
ing an immediate adjournment to Salem for the sake of
their salaries On December 3d, accordingly, they met
at Corvallis, and began by submitting a bill to make
Salem the government centre. It passed and was reported
to the council, but in their zeal to expedite the matter
the councillors forgot to secure a quorum; and the Legis-
lature, finding the bill still, as it were, unborn, began to
suggest amendments; and Eugene City, Portland, Rose-
burg, and Albany were successively proposed as capitals
and duly rejected. At length, on December 15th, the
House concurred on Salem, and set out thither forth-
with; the session was reopened on the 18th, and all
seemed happily settled, when some imp of mischief set
fire to the all-but-finished State House, and it was burned
down together with the library and archives.

This catastrophe reopened the whole question, and a
law was made to leave it to popular decision at tile next
election. In June, 1856, the people cast their vote.
Eugene City came out as first favorite, with Corvallis
second, Salem third, and Portland fonrth. The act pr0
vided that the first two should again measure their
strenath qmst each other The choice then by, ipplr-
entiv, between Eugene City and Corvallis, and the first
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Mon1ay in October was appointed for the final vote; but
at this juncture fate stepped in and effected an unex-
pected turn. Several of the counties, including Jackson,
which had given Corvallis a large majority, forgot to
comply with that provision of the act which required
that all returns should be filed with the Territoial Secre-
tary within forty days. Consequently, when October
came, the Secretary was obliged to announce that not
Corvallis, but Salem, must contest the precedence with
Eugene City. The people generally were disgruntled,
and the vote was very light ; but Eugene City was chosen.
Nevertheless, as the authorities at Washington still clung
to their opinion that Salem alone could be the legal seat
of government, the claims of Eugene City were disallowed,
and the Legislature stuck to Salem and to their salaries.
Such was the final upshot of this remarkable contest.
An additional element of comicality was furnished by
the action of the proprietor of The Statesman newspaper,
Mr. Bush. Throughout all the wanderings and vacilla-
tions of the Legislature in quest of a legal domicile, lie
followed them as faithfully as Ruth followed Naomi,
declaring that thehome of his journal was only incident-
ally a house made with hands; essentially it was "at
the seat of government"The Statesman being the official
organ.

The subject of the Constitutional Convention now came
up again; and since by this time the inhabitants of Jack-
son and Josephine counties had given up their dream of
a new territory, and the population as a whole had been
brought to a vivid realization of the infirmities of a terri
tonal form of government, no opposition of consequence
was offered to the measure, and it was passed in' the
summer of 1857, and in September the Convention re-
ported. The questions of slavery and free negroes. voted
upon separately, were decided in the adverse sense In
June, 188, the Democrats elected the State ticket, John
Whitaker being Governor, Lane and Delazon Smith Sen

7
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ators, and L. F. Grover and James K. Kelly Representa-
tives. Congress, however, adjourned before passing upon
the election, and for a while there were two governments
in Oregon; but on February 12th, 1859, an enabling act
was passed by both Houses at Washington, and the sig-
nature of President Buchanan lifted Oregon out of the
turmoils of the territorial sphere into the serene dignity
of Statehood.

Meanwhile, the settlement had steadily advanced, in
economic and commercial respects. A steamboat tfaffic
had sprung up al)out 1850, and necessitated the opening
of a custom house at Astoria ; the steamers plied between
the port of San Francisco and the principal towns on the
Willamette. Competition, which is the life of trade, was
developed between St. Helens, Portland and Milwaukie,
as to which should constitute the terminus of river navi-
gation. Milwaukie wis found to be too far upstream to
be accessible, save at high water ; St. Helens was not on
the Wihlametteat all, but some miles down the Colum-
bia; and the attempt of its inhabitants to make the
steamships stop at that point caused the Portlariders to
take measures to start a rival line. This, in turn, brought
the steamship company to their bearings, and they ac-
cepted Portland as the terminus, which it has ever since
remained. The pioneer boat of the river service, as dis-
tinguished from the ocean steamers, was the Lot Whit
comb, which was built by Mr. Lot Whitcomb at Mu-
wankie; in 1850. The year 1852 was marked by the
tragic wreck of the steamer Teneral Warren, which went
ashore on Sand. Island, at the mouth of the Columbia.
A boat's crew was sent to Astoria to get help, but when
they came back all vestiges of the vessel had vanished,
and forty-twO men and women perished with her

The Lot Whitcomb was wrecked near her birthplace,
in January of the following year, during a flood on the
Wihlamette, and the mills and other buildings along the
banks of the streim sustuned serious damage, and there
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was a great mortality among the cattle on the plains east
of the Cascades, owing to the severe frost which had pre-
ceded the warm rains that caused the floods; but, as a
general rule, the march of prosperity was uninterrupted.
A telegraph line was operated between Oregon City and
Portland in 1865; and, as has been already noted, the
discovery of gold in the southern part of the valley led
to the sudden colonization of that region by farmers, w1io
were on the alert to create a local market to suppiy the
needs of the miners. The scarcity of fodder and water
along the route to the new mines caused severe suffering
to emigrants during the season of 1852; but the inhabit-
ants of the valley, at public meetings held for the pur-
pose, contributed supplies which were distributed by
commissioners.

The most conspicuous and also the most sinister feature
of these times, however, was the Indian wars, the legacy
of the Whitman massacre. In 1849 and 1850 Colonel
Loring fixed his military headquarters at Oregon City,
with stations at Astoria, Vancouver, and Puget Sound.
Nearly half of the regiment deserted in the spring of 1850,
and started for the mines; but they were pursued, and
two hundred and sixty of them were recaptured. Gov-
ernor Lane, on his way to California after his successor
had been appointed in the early summer of 1850, endeav-
ored to make a treaty with the Indians of Rogue River,.
who had been hostile from the time of first settlement in
the valley, and had been defeated by Captains Walker and
Stewart, acting under Major Phil Kearney. Kearney
was afterward re-enforced by Major Alvord, Jesse Apple-
gate and Lane, with a band of soldiers and civi1ians, and
the Indians were pursued and dispersed. A part of the
tribes now accepted a treaty, negotiated by the new Gov-
ernor, Gaines; but trtubhes continued, and a detachment
of our men was besieged at Battle Rock, in Port Orford.
Some troops under Lieutenuit Colonel Casey ehaithsed
the Indians for thus outbreik, and in 18.52 Agent Skinner



14 THE STORY OF OREGON.

called a pow-wow at Big Bend to conclude peace. The
conference soon became a quarrel, and several Indians
were killed ; after which an armistice was agreed upon.
The Modocs, however, began to waylay and massacre
emigrants coming by way of Tule Lake, and in the fall of
the year Fort Jones was built in Scott Valley, and a
company of dragoons placed in it. All these were the
peliminary skirmishes and manuvres of a more serious
war.

A good deal has been said and written about the moral
justification of this Indian war, and of other Indian wars
all over the country. The serious truth is, that such con-
flicts are inevitable. The red and the white will not
mix, and they are mutually destructive. Their hostility
one to another is instinctive and irrepressible. The
phenomenon is an ethnological and not a moral one.
They murder and massacre one another without any sense
of wrong-doing; there is always a justification some-
where, though it may be too subtle to be set down cate-
gorically; at bottom it is the exterminating instinct of
race against race. No one thinks of blaming cats for
catching mice or hawks for pouncing upon chickens.
The case as between whites and Indians is essentially the
same, except that the superadded human and civilized
quality complicates and sometimes delays the issue. At
first they treat with one another, and try to figure out a
basis of mutual toleration and amity; but the first scratch
upon this amiable surface lays open the relentless animal
aversion underneath, and then the weaker falls before the
stronger. The cause of offence may or may not be trivial;
the rettliafion is deadly; and those who are unfortunate
enough to have to take part in the conflict will do iMlY
to recognize the inevitable mercilessness of the situatiofl,
and to act accordingly. Temporizing measures are worse
than useless; there must be absolute and final conquest
before the err of trethes cm begin, and, in the cmse of
savages, the only conquest that is assuredly finr1 is thfl
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which carries death with it. The old proverb, already
quoted, that the only good Indian is a dead Indian, in-
volves a philosophical truth profounder than, perhaps,
its originator suspected. We do not advocate war and
cruelty ; we merely yield to the patent fact that the
edifice of civilization nust be based upon the bones of
those who are by nature incapable of civilization.

It is unnecessary to give a detailed examination to
every petty quarrel, murder, and revenge which charac-
terized the years 1853 and 1854. There was no concerted
action on either side, only a disposition on the part of
either antagonist to seize every opportunity to work mis-
chief to the other. To the Indians, every white man was
a natural enemy; to the white man, every Indian was a
bloodthirsty scoundrel, to be executed without judge or
jury. Sporadic encounters were followed by rallyings
of the whites, and the building of forts and stockades
the Indians would be pursued, and little battles would
take place, resulting in no decisive advantage to either
side. Following these would come 1)ala%ers and armis-
tices, and anon more murders and requitals. Thus a
reign of terror was established, in which the voices of
reason and equity ceased to be heard, and the only law
recognized was that of opportunity. Many of the settlers
lived remote front one another, and they could neither
resist the impulse to kill any Indians that might fall into
their power, nor, on the other hand, did the Indians fail
to exterminate them when they could do so. Such a
state of things was intolerable, and an end must speedily
be put to it, one way or another.

On both sides there was a lack of cordial and intelligent
co-operation. Small bands of United States regulars
were scattered over the country, which might have served
as the nucleus o volunteer forces, but were too feeble to
take decisive action by themselves; bid they were trained
in runti hibits of milittry procedure, 'md belittled the
merits of the volunteers, s ho, on the other h'mnd, knew
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more about fighting savages than did the regulars, but
lacked the discipline and method which the regulars
might have imparted. Moreover, the objects of the army
men and of the settlers were radically different; the
former wished merely to hold tl1e Indians in subjection,
whereas the latter wanted to kill them off the face of the
earth. The soldiers made treaties, and the people dis-
regarded them ; the soldiers became indignant, and the
people enraged ; there were commands, countermands,
and recriminations; delays, misunderstandings, and con-
fusion. Deficient mean of travel and communication
increased every difficulty; and a war which, ably and
resolutely conducted, might have been finished in one
campaign, at a trifling cost, dragged itself out over the
better part of a decade, with expenses running up into
millions. To the conquered party the result was the
same, save that prolonged contests always engender more
bitterness and misery than short ones.

The opinion has been held that the Indians all over the
State acted with a common understanding; that the
various tribes were cognizant of one another's designs and
movements, and played into one another's hands. But
there seems to be no reasonable ground for this belief;
it arose from the fact that disturbances occurred at about
the same time in all parts of the territory ; but this proves
nothing except that war was in the air, and rather indi-
cates that the settlers were of one mind as against the
aborigines, than that the latter were harmoniously or-
ganized against them. On the other hand, there is abun-
dant evidence of jealousy and mutual hostility among the
tribes; as one able historian of the period observes, the
Indian is incurably treacherous, and. none are more thor-
ouglily aware of this than the Indians themselves. They
blocked one another's game ind cut one another's
throats both figurtwe1y and literally Had it been
otherwise, the war might well h'iwe hid a different termi
nation The nttives at this period largely outnumbered
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the emigrants, and they were personally brave, as well as
familiar with the country and the modes of warfare best
adapted to it. Tinder an adequate leader, to whose com-
mands they were all obedient, there is little doubt that
they could have dilven every white intruder out of their
country, if any should be left alive to go.

As it was, the settlers, who at the outset were at a
disadvantage, gradually improved their position; they
learned wisdom from reverses, their forces were constantly
augmented in strength; and at length, as has always
happened when the civilized is pitted against the barbaric
mind, they remained masters of the field. Many Indians
were killed and the remainder were assigned to reserva-
tions, where disease and other causes have occasioned
their steady diminution. Speaking as believers in Provi-
dential guidance, we can only suppose that the time had
come for them to vanish, and for the new race, on which
the light of progress at present shines, to go forward to
their unknown destiny.

Passing over the multitude of small collisions and ob-
scure tragedies that characterize the opening years of tire
contest, let us particularly notice two events, which may
be regarded as typical of the bloodiest deeds committed
by the actors in this drama. The first took place within
a day's march of Fort Boise, on the south bank of the
river of that name, in the Snake River region. The emi-
grant trails from the East passed over this ground, but
the emigrants, relying upon the protection of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, were in the habit of relaxing their
close formation after. passing the Company's eastern out-
post at Fort Hall, and thenceforward proceeding in small
groups ind unsupported

In this manner the family of Alexander Ward, consist-
ing of himself and his wife and their ten children, together
with t Mrs White, flr Ch'trles Adams, and three other
men ss ere journeying is estward along the Boise, believ-
ing themselves to be at the end of their hardships On
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August 20th they were waylaid by a party of Indians,
armed with rifles and tomahawks. The emigrants, taken
by surprise and unprepared for such an emergency,
could make little resistance; Some details of the affair
were gathered from Norman Ward, a boy of thirteen,
who, though wounded, contrived to hide hiniseif in the
bushes, where he was found by a rescuing party the next
day. It seems that the five full-grown men and Robert,
Ward's eldest son, were killed in the act of defending
themselves. Mrs. Ward, Mrs. White, and the eight
Ward children were thus left unprotected. The eldest
daughter tried to escape, but the savages soon came up
with her and attempted to violate her The young woman
made so desperate a resistance, however, that she suc-
ceeded in provoking them into putting a bullet through
her head; they afterward mutilated her body by thrust-
ing a red-hot iron into it, heated in a fire made by burn-
ing five of the eight wagons belonging to the little train.
Having secured Mrs. Ward, Mrs. White, and the other
children, the Indians returned to their camp, half a mile
away. There a terrible tragedy was enacted. Mrs.
White, after having undergone nameless outrages, was
shot through the brain The fate of Mrs. Ward and her
three little children was even more hideous. The savages
broke up another of the wagons and set it on fire. Then
they took the children, one after another, by the hair
and the feet, and held them over the blaze until their
agony ended in deaththeir mother, meanwhile, sitting
bound and helpless, a spectator of their tortures. Her
turn came last. After the Indians had violated her till
she was no longer capable of sensation, she was de-
spatched with the tomahawk. Then the party mounted
their horses and dispersed among the mountains, and
none of them, so far as is known, was ever made to ex-
plite this deed

Such deeds it is that put the red man beyond the pale
of human sympathy Moitil man is mcapable of regud-




