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Dr. Russell Meints, a member of the Oregon Biotechnology Association
Oversight Committee, discussed the impact of new biotechnology
industries on economic development in Oregon. Access to business and
scientific information held in academic libraries such as OSU is crucial
to the success of these ventures.

Good Research Libraries
Vital to Research, Industry

Dr. Russell Meints, Director of the
OSU Center for Gene Research and
Biotechnology, is a member of the
Oversight Committee of the Oregon
Biotechnology Association (OBA). The
mission of OBA is to promote the
growth and quality of the biotechnol-
ogy industry in the State of Oregon and
to ensure that it achieves its full
economic and social potential.

In addition to human health care,
areas that have the potential to benefit
from advances in biotechnology include

agriculture, forest
products, food
production, environ-
mental clean-up
products and services.
Even industries like
metals and electronics
can find new markets
and solution to old
problems through
biotechnology.

Faculty members
and entrepreneurs are
putting these compa-
nies together, Dr.
Meints said. Five
hundred to 750 new
industries have started
in the field in the last
10 years. Cooperation
between this industry
and the University is
particularly close. High
technology requires a
high infusion of
intellect. The greatest
concentration of that
intellect is at the
university.

Biotechnology is a
new, terribly exciting
industry, continued Dr.

Meints, that arose out of basic discover-
ies in about 1972-73. It will revolutionize
the world. Everything you eat, every-
thing you wear, most things that affect
us, come from living organisms. Over
the next two decades, almost all of the
things we eat will be affected by
biotechnology. Foods such as corn,
soybeans, and potatoes will be geneti-
cally engineered or will have some
genetically engineered device used on
them.

The pregnancy test kit is a tool that
is a result of biotechnology. The most
difficult products to put on the market
are those things you put in your mouth.
Literally thousands of new products are

being tested and before regulatory
agencies now.

The most complex science to date
that has been developed in biotechnol-
ogy has been in the area of biology. The
best example is gene splicing in genetic
engineering. Most living organisms are
controlled by genes. A scientist finds a
quality or trait to replicate, such as
smell or flavor, and isolates that gene.

According to Dr. Meints, biotech-
nology is at a stage of development
more primitive than the Model A Ford is
to the BMW. The theory is almost
limitless. It is truly awe inspiring in
terms of impact.

OBA, a non-profit trade association
formed in 1990, set a goal of establish-
ing Oregon as one of the leading
biotechnology centers in the U.S. The
association coordinates the efforts of
various constituencies that have an
interest in developing the biotechnol-
ogy industry in this state.

Mike Mitton, President of OBA, in
working with the members of the
Biotechnology Initiative Oversight
Committee, recognized the value of the
OSU Libraries to the biotechnology
industry in Oregon. Some of the
difficulties of securing corporate
support for libraries were discussed
during a meeting between Bob
Lundeen, Chair of the Library Expan-
sion Project Steering Committee, Dr.
Mel George and Mr. Mitton.

Corporate support for academic
libraries has been hard to come by.
Most big national corporations don't
have library constituencies. Corpora-
tions and their shareholders support
research and development but may not
realize their dependency on academic
research libraries for access to business
and scientific information.

Library supporters need to
communicate with industry leaders to
get libraries plugged into industry
management thinking. We need to



improve the visibility of libraries and
develop an awareness on the part of
industry of the importance of access to
the broad spectrum of information
contained in university libraries.

Industry knows that in order to
prosper, it must reinvest a portion of
today's earnings in developing prod-
ucts and services for tomorrow's
markets. Oregon State University's
faculty, equipment, and libraries are
resources of value that help promote
economic development for the state of
Oregon. OSU can't do its job of educa-
tion, research, and outreach without
continued reinvestment in resources
such as the physical plant and human
resources.

Good research libraries don't just
happen automatically. The cost of
access to information is measurable and
significant. The investment in people,
collections, electronic technology, and
equipment of libraries is an investment
in access to information. Finding means
of securing industry support for capital
improvements and ongoing support is
an important task. Improving access to
the expanding information resources
such as those available from the OSU
Libraries is a critical element in the
success of the industry research and
development cycle.

The Oregon Biotechnology
Association has launched a "Biotechnol-
ogy Initiative" which incorporates the
kinds of cooperation between industry,
researchers, and libraries that is
required for developing new industries.
Representatives from business, govern-
ment and the universities are participat-
ing in the "Biotechnology Initiative"
which consists of developing a detailed
strategic plan, then guiding the
implementation of its recommenda-
tions.

The OSU Libraries are drafting the
"Technical Information Resources"
section of the Strategic Plan which is
one of the key factors for biotechnology
development in Oregon. Libraries are
charged with collecting and providing
access to information. Bringing them
into the planning process early on will
help to ensure communication and
cooperation and will decrease duplica-
tion of effort and expense as this
industry grows.

Focusing on this process of
collaboration between industry and the
research libraries at OSU will increase
industry awareness of the kinds of
information that research libraries
supply in support of industry needs for
technical information. At the same time,
we hope it will foster industry support
that is crucial to the maintenance of a
strong research library at OSU.

Bob Lundeen, Chair
Library Expansion Project
Steering Committee

Measure 5 Affects the
OSU Libraries

A concerned Friend of the Library
visited me one day last week, and our
conversation turned to Measure 5. I
thought all of the Friends of the Library
would like to listen in on that conversa-
tion:

Question: Does Measure 5 have
anything to do with the library program
at OSU?

Answer: Yes. The first impact was
in the decision the legislature made
during its last session not to fund any
new construction projects at this time.
The expansion of the library at the
University of Oregon was funded in the
last biennium, and construction of an
expansion is on schedule in Eugene.
Construction of the library expansion at
OSU is on hold, but raising funds
privately is proceeding. We are now
almost a third of the way toward our
$10 million goal.

Question: Why are we raising
money for a project that remains
uncertain?

Answer: The only thing uncertain
about the expansion is the timing.
Sooner or later, the OSU library will
have to be expanded. The present
building was designed to house 750,000
volumes and to seat 3,500 readers at
any one time. Because the collection has
grown to 1.2 million volumes, the
building currently contains less than
1,500 spaces for library users. Each year,
new collections require shelving that
displaces approximately 85 seats. More
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than 200,000 volumes are currently
stored at Adair in a temporary facility
on which we have only a five-year
lease.

Question: Are there likely to be
other results of Measure 5?

Answer: There already are. Last
year, although the University spared
the library as much as possible as it
made a 10 percent overall cut in its
budget, the library lost two library
faculty members and one classified staff
member. To deal with the loss, we
merged the general circulation desk
and the reserve book desk into one.
While the lines are a little longer, we
seem to be able to accommodate library
users in a reasonably timely manner.
Staff members in our acquisitions and
cataloging units, where the faculty
positions were lost, are having to work
harder and with less supervision.

Question: Is there likely to be more?
Answer: Yes, a lot more. Governor

Roberts has asked all state agencies to
plan budgets for the next biennium
with 20 percent reductions. If the
University passed that reduction along
to the library, the total would be
approximately, $1,400,000. Applied
equally across the library budget, the
library would reduce its hours of
opening from 108 per week to 86; we
would cancel more than 3,800 serial
subscriptions and purchase 3,000 fewer
books per year; the library would
eliminate more than $80,000 from what
it pays students each year to work in
part-time jobs that help them pay for
their education; and we would elimi-
nate 19 of 95 faculty and classified staff
members. In addition, we would have
to curtail our investment in new
technologies including the popular CD-
ROM reference center. In short, a 20
percent reduction would remove the
library completely from comparisons
with many of those we consider our
peers such as the libraries at Oklahoma
State and Washington State University.

Question: Surely, that can't happen.
Answer: I hope not. However, the

implications of Measure 5 extend over
five years. If replacement revenue is not
found, the budget cycle for the next
biennium would be even deeper. Under



the provisions of the Measure 5 initia-
tive, almost half of the state's general
fund, from which higher education
receives its budget, would be used to
support the public schools. Higher
education, including the OSU library,
would receive about half the funding it
did when Measure 5 began.

Melvin R. George
The Delpha & Donald Campbell
University Librarian

Libraries Receives
Kelley Family Grant

Oregon State University has
received a grant of $100,000 to be used
for the Library Expansion Project. This
grant was made possible through the
Lora L. and Martin N. Kelley Family
Fund, an endowment in the Oregon
State University Foundation. The grant,
combined with contributions from
University faculty and students, as well
as from private donors, will have a
major impact upon the OSU Libraries'
ability to provide improved access to
information and services in support of
research and teaching for the whole
University.

The Library Expansion Project will
result in the addition of 120,000 square
feet, thus increasing the present size of
the library building by more than 65
percent. The funding formula approved
by the State System of Higher Educa-
tion requires a $20 million state
contribution to be matched by $10
million in private funds.

The Kelley family grant is signifi-
cant to the leaders of Oregon as an
endorsement within the community of
OSU alumni of the importance of the
role of the libraries to the mission of the
University.

Carol Sigmund
Library Development Staff

Dr. Carleton Carroll, Associate Professor of French at OSU, expressed
his appreciation for the Library Research Travel Grants.

Innovative Resource
SharingPeople Delivery

Dr. Carleton Carroll's research
involves working with medieval
manuscripts that are located primarily
in France. He is currently working on
the first translation into modern English
of the allegorical poem, "The Resolute
Knight." There are only about 16
manuscripts of this poem in existence.
"Each of them is unique," said Dr.
Carroll, "and of course libraries do not
lend them! I'm lucky to be able to see
these 15th century manuscripts. I can
make do with microfilm for some of the
work, but you lose all color contrast
and shading that is revealed on the
parchments. You have to go to the place
where the manuscripts are housed."

A Library Research Travel Grant
provided partial support for Dr. Carroll
to spend about. two and a half weeks in
France working on this research. "The
relatively small amount of dollars
involved allowed for a trip I would not
have been able to make otherwise.

3

Chantilly, a large castle
which houses one of the
best manuscripts of this
poem, was a most
delightful place to
work, with a phenom-
enal collection."

Dr. Carroll is an
example of the occa-
sional need to move
people to the resources
when the resources
cannot be brought to
the people. The
scholarly work of some
faculty members,
especially in the liberal
arts, requires that they
visit libraries with rare
book collections,
specialized archives,
collections of the papers
of noted individuals, or
research libraries with
extensive collections in
particular areas of
study. In these cases,
the use of the OSU
Libraries or interlibrary

loan is not sufficient to meet their
research needs.

The Library Research Travel Grants
program was established by Provost
Graham Spanier in the fall of 1989 to
support faculty travel to use library
resources outside the state of Oregon.
The principal objectives of this program
are to further the scholarly work as well
as the instructional expertise of OSU
faculty. The potential of publication
resulting from the research is a strong
factor in determining awards.

Up to $1,000 per individual is
awarded for travel to out-of-state
libraries and collections. All OSU
faculty in the professorial ranks with an
appointment of 0.5 FTE or more are
eligible to apply, with grants being
awarded in two rounds of competition
during the academic year. To date there
have been more than 25 recipients of
this award.

More information about the
Library Research Travel Grants can be
obtained by contacting Shirley Scott,
Head of Library Research Services at
737-7269, or through e-mail at
scotts@ccmail.orst.edu.



Cathy Oden, who has lived in Oregon for the last 10 years, describes
herself as an "older-than-average, unmarried and childless, thank
goodness" student in the College of Science. She was refreshingly
candid in expressing her opinions about the library and how it can be
improved.

Two Minority Students
Discuss the Library

How is the library perceived by
non-traditional students?

The OSU Libraries Minority Action
Committee invited Janet Nishihara,
Counseling Coordinator for the
Educational Opportunities Program
(EOP) to a Libraries' Staff Meeting to
talk about EOP and the needs of
minorities here at OSU. Following her
presentation, two students in the
Educational Opportunities Program
who use the library were interviewed to
get their opinions about the library.

Cecilio Sierra-Soto, a soft-spoken,
gentlemanly freshman in political
science, is from Mexico. As a full-
blooded Indian, he not only had to
learn the Spanish language, but also
English. He would only admit to
having problems retrieving everything
OASIS "offers," but was quick to assure
that he never had to leave the library
without receiving the help he asked for.

EOP is often thought of only as a
program for minority-status students,
but the program is open to many others.
One of the things that EOP offers is free
tutoring. This is what first attracted
Cathy Oden to EOP. "My mother died
when I was 18, leaving me and my three

younger brothers and
sisters alone in New
York. We went to stay
with my aunt in North
Carolina. When she
mustered out of the
army the following
year, we all hit the road
west on a trip that
would rival Its a Mad,
Mad World. Every thing
that could go wrong,
did. During a rainstorm
in Iowa, the truck we
were driving hydro-
planed, hit a car, and
ruined its engine.
August turned colder
than a blue norther. We
ran out of money. And
then we arrived in
Albany, Oregon,the
only little inkspots in a

sea of white! The difference and sense of
isolation wasn't only because we were a
minority. There was also the difference
in moving from an urban community to
a relatively rural community."

Cathy plans to stay in one of the
larger cities in the Northwest. She will
graduate this summer, but plans to
continue for a teaching certificate,
preferably "to teach older kids," feeling
she doesn't have the patience for grade
schoolchildren. She is articulate, a good
writer, and loves to read. With a minor
in history and a general liking of art, she
admits that she finds the sciences well
represented in the library's collection,
but "the humanities section is pathetic."
She appreciates the help she receives at
the Reference desk, or when requesting a
particular title through interlibrary loan
and does not mind the occasional wait
when she wants to use the CD-Rom
center. She says she has given up trying
to find current journals, because that
area is "terrible, much too crowded,
making it impossible to find anything."
Whereas Cecilio doesn't use the library
often, other than to find specific class-
assigned titles, Cathy is an active user of
Kerr Library.

In 1988, then-Provost Graham
Spanier appointed a Minority Affairs
Commission to implement the three
major goals recommended by the OSU
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Board of Visitors for Minority Affairs.
An early recommendation of the
Minority Affairs Commission was that
each college or department develop its
own internal minority action plan.

University Librarian Dr. Melvin
George appointed a Minority Action
Committee to carry out the goals set
forth in the libraries' plan. Because we
are one of the institutions on campus
which provide service to the entire
University community, the library
committee is focusing on the third goal,
which is to create an environment
supporting and accepting of all cultural
groups.

Jos Anamaet,OSU Libraries
Minority Action Committee

Friends of the Library
Annual Meeting
An Invitation

The Friends of the Library
Annual Meeting Luncheon will
be held on Saturday, April 11,
1992, at the Corvallis Country
Club. Guest speaker for the
event will be Mary Lou Bennett.
Ms. Bennett, a Corvallis author,
is also a psychotherapist,
counselor, and instructor in the
Linn-Benton Community College
"Women-in-Transition" pro-
gram. Ms. Bennett's feminist
viewpoint is reflected in her first
published novel, Murder Once
Done. In it she treats older
women as real people attempt-
ing to deal with their declining
abilities and possibilities.
Make plans now to join us for a
reception at 11:30 a.m. and lunch
at noon. Please RSVP to The
Library Development Office,
737-2438.

Lori Hendrick
Program Chair,
FOL Annual Meeting



The OSU basketball team designated a gift to the OSU Libraries in memory of their teammate Earnest
Killum (32), who died January 20, 1992, following a stroke. His smile and perseverance will be missed
by the OSU community. (Dave Nishitani photo.)

Basketball Team
Supports the Library

The Beavers postponed the game
scheduled for Saturday, January 25,
against the Washington State Cougars
in order to attend the funeral of
teammate Earnest Killum. Kip Carlson
of the Corvallis Gazette-Times, quoted
team member Scott Haskin: "The
biggest thing Earnest Killum brought to
the world was a smile. Such a small
thing, but it can really brighten a
person's day." Killum, a sophomore
and member of the OSU basketball
team, died January 20, 1992, following a
stroke.

Tom Morgan, an instructor/
counselor in OSU's special services
project for educational opportunities,
recalled the progress Killum had made
since his arrival at school in the fall of
1990, according to Carlson's article.
Killum, who had been academically
ineligible at OSU his freshman year due
to his high school grades and college
entrance test scores, had a 3.5 grade-
point average last fall. "Every day,
Earnest spent hours at the study table, at
tutor sessions, and in the computer lab,"
Morgan said. "Though wanting to be on
the basketball court more than anything
else, Earnest remained focused on his
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studies. Beyond basketball, Earnest was
committed to getting an education and
entering the ministry after his playing
days were over."

The OSU basketball team desig-
nated the proceeds from its intrasquad
game to the library, the Educational
Opportunities Program, and the
Disabled Students Organization as a
means of saying "Thank you to the
student body for their support."

Paul Valenti, associate athletic
director, presented a check for $621 to
Mike Kinch, head of Reference at the
library during the OSU/WSU game on
January 26. This gift will be designated
for library materials in sports and
recreation and the liberal arts as a
memorial to Earnest Killum from his
teammates.

Thank you to the OSU basketball
team and its coaches for choosing the
OSU Libraries as a recipient of the
team's efforts.

Mike Kinch
Head of Reference,
Kerr Library

The Messenger is published
three times a year by the Friends
of the Library to provide
information about the OSU
Libraries' programs and services.
Please send comments and
suggestions to Nancy Powell at
the Library Development Office,
Kerr Library, Oregon State
University, Corvallis OR 97331-
4501, or call (503) 737-2438.



Name

Friends of the Library Reply Form

Address

City State

Home Phone

Work Phone

Contributions:
$1,000 and up
$500-$999
$250-$499
$100-$249
$50-$99
$24-$49
$10-$24

BENEFACTOR
PATRON
SPONSOR
SUPPORTING FRIEND
CONTRIBUTING FRIEND
FRIEND
STUDENT FRIEND

Zip

Pledging a gift of $1,000 or more a year for twenty-five years (or an outright gift of
$25,000), and designating it in full or in part to Friends of the Library, is one way to
become a member of the Oregon State University President's Club.

Please make checks payable to OSLI Foundation and mail with the above form to:
Friends of the Library
Oregon State University
Kerr Library
Corvallis, OR 97331-4502

Contributions are tax deductible to the extent the law allows.

Thank You!

Friends of the Library
Oregon State University
Kerr Library
Corvallis, OR 97331-4502

VAUGHAN LAUREL S

1325 NW DRAPER PLACE
CORVALLIS OR
97330

Oregon State University is an Affirmative Action Equal
Opportunity Employer and complies with Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

The Messenger is printed on
.1 recycled paper.
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