
KUDOS corner 
Successful PhD defense for Aurora Villarroel  
Congratulations to Dr. Aurora Villarroel for recently passing her final exam 
for her PhD. Her dissertation, “Antimicrobial use in dairy cattle and its 
potential impact on antimicrobial resistance in enteric bacteria: sampling, 
data collection and analytical methods”, was in Epidemiology and took  
four years to complete. Her co-advisors for the degree were Drs. Mo Salman and David Dargatz 
from the Department of Clinical Sciences in the College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences of Colorado State University. The general conclusion of the dissertation is that 
antimicrobial use in dairy cattle was not directly associated with antimicrobial resistance in 
enteric bacteria isolated from treated cattle. In fact, other factors such as housing, and age were 
up to 20 times more important than antimicrobial use. 

Although the degree is not expected to be conferred for another month or so, Dr. Villarroel can 
now add PhD to her impressive list of degrees, DVM, MPVM, and Diplomate ACVPM.  When 
asked if she’s planning to get any more, she answered with an emphatic “Are you kidding me!?”   

NEW hires 
Tiffany Lyday 
Tiffany is the new receptionist in large animal reception. She came to the 
CVM from Ark Animal Hospital in Philomath, where she still fills in on 
weekends as a veterinary technician. She has lived in the Philomath area 
for 17 years or so. She and her husband currently live in Kings Valley with 
two dogs, three cats, two sheep and two goats. Tiffany enjoys being 
outdoors as much as she can, likes to ride her motocross bike, and loves 
to spend time with her husband, friends, and furry four-legged children. 
Animals are Tiffany’s biggest passion. 

Emili Danner 
Originally from Pennsylvania, Emili graduated from Wilson College in 
Chambersburg, Penn. before moving to Oregon in May 2006. She’s been 
a certified veterinary technician since last year and has worked at Linn 
Veterinary Hospital in Albany, Ark Animal Hospital in Philomath, and 
Eastgate Veterinary Clinic in Corvallis. She is currently a "floating" 
veterinary technician in the small animal hospital. When she’s away from 
the hospital, Emili enjoys reading, drawing, sewing, music, and the 
Society for Creative Anacranism. She currently has two cats and one rat, 
and is thinking about getting a puppy. 

OVMA donates stethoscopes 
to Class of 2011 
The Oregon Veterinary Medical 
Association executive director, Glenn 
Kolb, and president, Dr. Jacqui 
Neilson, presented the Class of 2011 
with brand new stethoscopes on 
October 22. They were given to the 
students by the OVMA as a welcoming 
gift into the profession of veterinary 
medicine, and to help get them get 
started with their studies.  

Alumni Fellow Helen Diggs  
A reception in honor of Alumni Fellow Dr. Helen Diggs, a 
College of Veterinary Medicine alumnus in the Class of 
1985, was held in the Magruder Lobby on Friday, October 
26. Dr. Clarke presented her with a College of Veterinary 
Medicine cap and pin and congratulated her. During her 
Friday visit to Magruder Hall she toured both hospitals, 
met with various faculty, and was a guest instructor in a 
first-year anatomy lab.  

At a dinner on Thursday evening, and again at a Friday 
luncheon, she was honored by President Ray and the 
OSU Alumni Association as an Alumni Fellow.  
 

cvmnews@oregonstate.edu 
 

Use this link to submit your ideas, 
information, or comments for future 

issues of the Vet Gazette 
eNewsletter 

October 29, 2007 

Calendar 
 
Monday, October 29 
•1st rabies vaccinations, M113 8-
10am & 2-4pm 
•Seminar: “The science and use 
of laser therapy in veterinary 
medicine”, Dr. David Bradley, 
M102 12-1pm 
•Dr. Bermudez mtg with Class 
’11, M208 12-1pm 
•An Sci/CVM seminar: "Fatty 
Acids as Functional Nutrients in 
Animal Health", Gita Cherian, 
D213 4-5pm 
•Board Review Session—Class 
’08, M102 6-9pm 

 
Tuesday, October 30 
•VDL faculty mtg, M113 10-11am 
•Research-in-Progress Seminar: 
“Pharmacokinetics of 
Enrofloxacin in African 
Elephants”, Jonathan Miller; 
“Large Colon Resection and 
Anastomosis in Horses—52 
cases (1996-2006)”, Nellie 
Driscoll, M102 12-1pm 
•SCAVMA Hill’s pet food sale, 
Barn 12-12:45pm 
•Tour: 30 people, M Lobby 2-3pm 
•Tour: 30 people, M Lobby 3-4pm 
•Board Review Session—Class 
’08, M298 6-9pm 
•Pre-Vet Club mtg, M102 7-8pm 
 
Wednesday, October 31 
•IVSA presents: “A Ugandan 
Veterinary Adventure”, Daniel 
Graham, M102 12-1pm 
•Tour: Central High School, 20 
people, noon–1pm 
•Student Movie Night: M102 8-
10pm 

 
Thursday, November 1 
•CVF, M298 12-1pm 
•SCAVMA Hill’s pet food sale, 
Barn 4:15-5:30pm 

 
Friday, November 2 
•Zoonosis Group mtg, M113 12-
1:30pm 

 
Monday, November 5 
•2nd rabies vaccinations, M113 
8-10am & 2-4pm 
•Purina Lunch & Learn for 
students, M102 12-1pm 
•An Sci/CVM Seminar Series: 
“Nutritional Management 
Strategies for Intermountain 
Beef Production”, David 
Bohnert, D213 3:30pm 
•Board Review Session—Class 
’08, M102 6-9pm 

 
Tuesday, November 6 
•Purina Tech Lunch, M113 12-
1pm 
•SCAVMA Hill’s pet food sale, 
Barn 12-12:45pm 
•Biomed Sci Guest Speaker 
series: “Early Anthrax Events”, 
Dr. Phil Hanna, M102 12-1pm 
•Board Review Session—Class 
’08, M102 6-9pm 

 
Wednesday, November 7 
•VBMA mtg, M298 12-1pm 
 
Thursday, November 8 
•CVF, M298 12-1pm 
•Novartis presents “Suture 
Science”, Dr. Greg Brown, M102 
12-1pm 
•PRIPS: Drs. Jin & Rockey, D213 
12-1pm 
•SCAVMA Hill’s pet food sale, 
Barn 4:15-5:30pm 
•“Preceptorship Opportunities” 
Classes ’08 & ’09, Drs. 
Jacobson & Johnson, M102 6pm 

 
Friday, November 9 
•Montana State Pre-Vet Club visit 
& tour, Magruder all day 

 
Saturday, November 10 
•Alpha Psi tailgating party, Mag 
front lawn 5pm 
•Wash. vs. OSU, 7:15pm kickoff  

New Canine and Equine Sports Medicine elective  

This October saw the first offering of the new Equine and 
Canine Sports Medicine elective. This year’s course was a 
revamping of the Canine Sports Medicine elective that includes 
extensive coverage of equine athletic pursuits. Canine athletes 
covered in the course included sled dogs, hunting or sporting 
dogs, racing greyhounds and whippets, and agility dogs. 
Equine pursuits that were covered included racing, eventing, 
dressage, jumping and endurance riding. 

About 20 percent of the course covered veterinary rehabilitation therapies with lectures on 
therapeutic modalities, massage, stretching and range of movement, acupuncture, chiropractic 
methods, and passive and active exercise. Guest speaker Rebecca Paulekas, a veterinarian and 
physical therapist, gave lectures and laboratories involving rehabilitation of injured horses. Other 
topics covered included exercise physiology, training, nutrition, performance testing, 
musculoskeletal injuries, medical problems and drug testing for both athletic dogs and horses. 

The course was rounded out by a field trip which included visits to Portland Meadows with trainer 
John Harris and track veterinarian Dr. Solomon Bennarach; a tour of Back on Track, a canine 
rehabilitation center, with Dr. Bianca Shaw; a tour of Guide Dogs for the Blind with a 
demonstration of their training techniques; and a visit to a greyhound breeding farm.  

This well-attended course was taught by OSU faculty (Drs. Firshman, McKenzie, Blythe and 
Zellmer), as well as guest speakers and emeritus faculty (Dr. Engel). Next year it will be offered to 
all third- and fourth-year veterinary students in the U.S., and to practicing veterinarians for 
continuing education credits.      

Research paper presentation 
Dr. Manoj Pastey and his graduate student Chris Lupfer traveled to 
Marcos Island, Florida, October 25-28. They attended the 6th International 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus Symposium at which they presented their 
paper “Reduction of HRSV budding and protein production in multiple cell 
lines by treatment with MG132 occur independent of Type I Interferon 
mediated response”.   

On Saturday she and other Alumni Fellows were grand marshals in the Homecoming Parade, 
were introduced at the football game at Reser Stadium, and were hosted by the President in the 
university suite. Dr. Diggs is currently the director at UC Berkeley’s Animal Care Facility.  


