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Calendar 

Good bye to Admissions Coordinator Kristin 
Carnohan 
As one of the admissions coordinators for the Dean’s Office, 
Kristin Carnohan has been a familiar face in the College for the 
past two years. At the end of the week on July 24, she will have 
processed and filed away her last student application and will be 
leaving for sunnier pastures. She’s moving to San Diego to help 
her mother, who has recently lost her husband.  

Kristin has found the College an interesting place to be. She says 
she has enjoyed her time here and that it has been a pleasure 
working with the faculty, staff, and especially the students.  

Agricultural Research Foundation funds awarded 
The Agricultural Research Foundation provides individual start-up 
grants to launch new projects for research at Oregon State University. 
This year the Board of Directors awarded a total of $373,760 for 33 
new projects, including three for College of Veterinary Medicine 
researchers.    

Congratulations to all three. 

• Dr. Kathy O’Reilly received $10,858 for her proposal, “Development of an in vitro model 
to study interactions of organisms in shipping fever complex.”  

• Dr. Claudia Häse has been awarded $12,500 for her proposal, “Detection of Vibrio 
bubiashii toxin in oyster hatcheries.”  

• Dr. Mahfuzer Sarker, was awarded $12,500 for his research proposal, “Inhibitory effects 
of nisin against Clostridium perfringens growth in meat products.” 

Monday, July 20 
Nothing scheduled at this time 

 
Tuesday, July 21 
SCAVMA pet food sale, SCAVMA 
store, 12:00-1:00 
Tour: 3 people, Magruder Lobby, 
12:00-1:00 

 
Wednesday, July 22 
Necropsy rounds, M125 
(necropsy gallery), 8:30-9:30 

 
Thursday, July 23 
General Pathology Book Club, 
M269, 12:00-1:00 
Tour: Humane Society kids camp, 
15 people, Magruder Lobby, 
12:00-1:00 

 
Friday, July 24 
LA Surgery Journal Club rounds, 
M288, 7:30-8:30 
Cytology rounds, M125, 8:00-9:00 

 
Monday, July 27 
Nothing scheduled at this time 

 
Tuesday, July 28 
SCAVMA pet food sale, SCAVMA 
store, 12:00-1:00 

 
Wednesday, July 29 
Necropsy rounds, M125 
(necropsy gallery), 8:30-9:30 
Dr. Diggs Brown Bag Lunch 
Series, M102, 12:00-1:00 

 
Thursday, July 30 
General Pathology Book Club, 
M269, 12:00-1:00 

 
Friday, July 31 
LA Surgery Journal Club rounds, 
M288, 7:30-8:30 
Cytology rounds, M125, 8:00-9:00 

 

that they contribute to College missions by assisting in fundraising, student recruitment, and 
referral of cases and clients to the diagnostic laboratory and teaching hospital. A slide 
presentation provided an update of recent developments in College facilities and equipment 
and also included photos of alumni when they were students. Drs. Sue Tornquist and Linda 
Blythe visited with alumni, and a surprise visit from Drs. Robert Van Saun and Eva 
Pendleton, previous faculty, was much appreciated. Door prizes included a variety of OSU 
mementos, such as "Powered by Orange" t-shirts and bandanas, and OSU College of 
Veterinary Medicine baseball caps. Debrah Rarick and students Katherine Barnes, Alexia 
Nogueira, Jen Grossman and Mika Straub staffed the event. 

Dr. Blythe, who has taught every graduate from the College, said, “It was the best alumni 
meeting we have ever had. It is so much fun to see how the young, enthusiastic first-year 
students I’ve taught over the years have progressed in our profession. From military service, 
to practice owners, to faculty positions and even to big company executives, each has found 
a niche of service in the veterinary field." 

Several alumni turned in updates. Many also provided email addresses and expressed an 
interest in hearing about the College through the Vet Gazette or an alumni newsletter. 
Alumni profiles will appear on our website and in future issues of the Vet Gazette. Photos of 
the reception can be viewed on our website at http://oregonstate.edu/vetmed/avma-reunion-
2009-seattle.  

New Faculty 

Dr. Susanne Stieger-Vanegas 
Radiology- Diagnostic Imaging 

A radiologist since 1995, Dr. Susanne Stieger-
Vanegas has recently joined the diagnostic 
imaging team as assistant professor. As such, 
she’ll be spending her days teaching radiology 
and ultrasound, as well as helping to rebuild the 
radiology service in the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital. She’s hoping to eventually provide a 

Dr. Sue Tornquist travels to Chile to teach in international program 
The University of Santo Tomas (UST) in Chile and Oregon State University work in 
collaboration to deliver an international graduate program for Chilean students. As part of  the 
program, twice per year OSU CVM sends one of its faculty to Chile to teach a graduate course 
at UST. UST provides funding to support their travel expenses. Dr. Luiz Bermudez is the 
program coordinator for OSU and Dr. Juan Leon is his UST counterpart.   

Associate Dean Sue Tornquist has recently departed for Santiago, Chile to participate in this 
program. She’s the third faculty from our College to participate along with Drs. Claudia Häse 
and Aurora Villarroel. She’ll be there for two weeks.  

Arriving only two days ago, in her recent email correspondence she says she is already 

service to local practitioners who have special imaging questions and 
requests. For her, one of the best parts of her new position is that it is 
such a central service. The diversity of large and small animal clinicians 
requires her to keep up on her knowledge and also gives her the 
opportunity to learn from colleagues. 

Well-traveled, Dr. Stieger-Vanegas began her diagnostic imaging 
career at the Clinic of Veterinary Radiology at the University of 
Veterinary Medicine in Vienna, Austria. Then she was a radiologist for 
the Schools of Veterinary Medicine in Uppsala, Sweden and Zurich, 
Switzerland. She’s most recently come from UC-Davis where she just 
finished her Ph.D.  

learning to navigate the city of 5.5 million people. Her hotel is right in the center of the city and only about six blocks from the 
University, so she can walk to work. People at the school are nice and most speak about as much English as she does Spanish, so 
she’s expecting an interesting time. She starts teaching tomorrow.  

In the meantime, today she sat in on a Master's defense and understood about every fifth or sixth word. After finding it very cold in 
the classroom she bought two scarves and a pair of gloves from a street vendor to be better equipped for tomorrow. Outside is much 
like Oregon in the winter; foggy and cool.  

She also had lunch with the vice president of the University, the director of academic affairs for the University and the veterinary 
College dean and director. It was a lunch of all Chilean agricultural products from avocados to pears and Chilean wine. She has 
learned a lot about the educational system, the health care system, and the raising of poultry and pigs in Chile.  

Dr. Bryan Bottorff  
Resident in Cardiology 
 Purdue University, 2008 
 Dr. Bottorff recently finished a small 

animal clinical sciences internship at 
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
 He started his 3-year residency July 15 

Dr. Sarah McNitt 
Resident in Large Animal Internal 
Medicine 
 Michigan State University, 2008 
 Dr. McNitt recently finished an internship 

at Arizona Equine in Gilbert, Ariz. 
 She started her 3-year residency July 20  

New Residents 

Excellent turnout for Alumni Reception  
at the AVMA Conference in Seattle 
For the first time in more than ten years the American 
Veterinary Medical Association Conference was held in the 
Pacific Northwest, which resulted in an excellent turnout at 
the College reception. The College has about 960 alumni. 
Almost half reside in Oregon with another 100 in Washington. 
The reception was held at the Renaissance Hotel on July 13. 

The more than 60 alumni who attended, together with their 
guests, took the opportunity to reconnect with their former 
classmates and faculty attending the event. Dean Clarke 
welcomed alumni and reminded them of the important ways 

Class of 2004 alumni Michelle 
Shoemaker, Melody Williams and 
Sarah Wilson. 

Dr. Stieger-Vanegas is enjoying her work at Oregon State 
University. Although there are lots of small challenges, 
she’s hoping to have a positive influence in the 
development of the veterinary diagnostic imaging service. 
She also loves Corvallis. Having grown up in Vorarlberg, 
which is in the mountainous western part of Austria 
where everything is green, a lot of things remind her of 
home. An athlete at heart, she is an avid bicyclist and 
loves to ski. She was also on the triathlon team during 
her time at Davis, which she found to be a good way to 
balance life.  

While not at work Dr. Stieger-Vanegas likes to spend 
time with her husband Dr. Jorge Vanegas, a new clinician 
in the Large Animal Hospital, and their daughter Sarah, 
who also likes Corvallis, especially the llamas and horses 
at the College. The rest of the family includes Tara, a 14-
year-old cosmopolitan golden retriever, and Minka, a 
stray cat who adopted the family about a year ago. The 
cat used to be called Katze, the German word for cat, but 
when the receptionist at the spaying clinic couldn’t spell 
that name, it got changed to Minka. 


