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Draft Horse Club mascot, Andy, passes away 
Long-time College resident and Draft Horse Club mascot, Andy, died suddenly last week in 
his paddock. Necropsy determined that he suffered a gastric rupture but the underlying cause 
of the rupture was not determined.  

Andy, a Belgian draft horse, arrived at OSU CVM in 2002 as a donation. He had been 
diagnosed with equine polysaccharide storage myopathy (EPSM) and came here because 
one of our faculty, Dr. Beth Valentine, was studying that disease. Soon after Andy arrived 
here, our students founded a Draft Horse Club of which Andy became mascot. He was 
already trained to drive, so the club began raising money to purchase a harness and wagon. 
It wasn’t long before the club began training its members to drive and Andy soon became a 
regular visitor at various events on campus. He gave wagon rides at OSU home football 
games, schmoozed with children and parents at Pet Day, and strolled the streets around 
campus on warm summer evenings.  

Andy also served as a blood donor for our large animal hospital. Over the years he saved 
many lives, trained many new horsemen, and touched many people. 

            Good bye, Andy. You will be missed! 

Tuesday, November 11 
•Guest Speaker Seminar Series: 
Dr. Abraham L. Sonenshein 
presents “CodY: A Global 
Regulator of Metabolism, 
Sporulation and Virulence in Gram-
Positive Bacteria.” Pizza will be 
served. M102, 12:00-1:00 
•Feeding pets: presented by Todd 
Hutchens of Nature’s Variety pet 
foods. Food, pamphlets, and 
coupons will be given out. Lunch 
by Big Town Hero. M298, 12:00-
1:00 
•SCAVMA pet food sale, SCAVMA 
store, 12-12:45 

 
Wednesday, November 12 
•Alpha Psi Soup Sale. Homemade 
soup, bread, dessert, and drink for 
$3. Magruder Lobby, 11:30-1:00 
•Linn/Benton Counties Animal 
Disaster Preparedness Committee 
Meeting. M269, 12:00-1:00 
•AAEP, Large Animal Hospital 
Records Room, 12:15-1:00 

 
Thursday, November 13 
•Senior Papers: “Overview of 
Bovine Tritrichomonas and 
Oregon’s Positive Response 
Program,” Leah Edwards; Dr. 
Estill, advisor. “A Look at 
Companion Animal Health 
Insurance in the United States,” 
Lisa Loennig; Dr. Gorman, advisor. 
M102, 8:00-9:00 
•PRIPS seminar presented by Jin 
and Rockey labs, Dryden 
213,12:00-1:00 
•SCAVMA pet food sale, SCAVMA 
store, 4:30-5:30 

 
Friday, November 14 
•LA Surgery Journal Club rounds, 
M288, 7:00-8:30 
•Cytology Rounds, M125, 8:00-9:00 
•Oncology Journal Club/Lab 
meeting, M269, 9:00-11:00 
•CVM Blood Drive in honor of Dave 
Johnson. The Bloodmobile will be 
parked in the Small Animal 
Services parking lot. Registration 
in Magruder Lobby. 10:00-3:00 

 
Saturday, November 15 
•Dad’s weekend. 
•Football against California. Game 
starts at 12:30 

 
Monday, November 17 
•Tour: Gear-Up class from 
Washington, 11 high school 
students. 12:00-1:00 

 
Tuesday, November 18 
•SCAVMA pet food sale, SCAVMA 
store, 12:00-12:45 
•Guest Speaker Seminar Series: 
Dr. Robin. Anderson presents 
“Modifying Rumen and 
Gastrointestinal Function to 
Enhance Food Safety and Product 
Quality.” Pizza will be served. 
M102, 12:00-1:00 
•Tour: Siuslaw High School, 12 
people. 12:00-1:00 

 
Wednesday, November 19 
•Clinical Nutrition book, presented 
by Hills representative, Dr. Barry 
Watson. M102, 12:00-1:00 
•PRIPS seminar presented by 
Dreher and Sarker labs, Dryden 
213, 12:00-1:00 
•AAEP, Large Animal Hospital 
Records Room, 12:15-1:00 
•Faculty meeting, M102, 3:00-4:00 
•Faculty and staff meeting, M102, 
4:00-5:00 

 
Thursday, November 20 
•Senior Papers: “Deerpox Virus,” 
Daniel Graham; Dr. Jin, advisor. 
“Rabbit Herpes Virus,” Chris 
Levine; Dr. Jin, advisor. M102, 
8:00-9:00 
•Feline Heartworm Disease: A New 
Perspective – New study details 
from Auburn University, presented 
by Dr. Suzanne Russo, Pfizer. 
Food provided. M102, 12:00-1:00 
•Tour: High School, 18 people. 
12:00-1:00 
•SCAVMA pet food sale, SCAVMA 
store, 4:30-5:30 

 
Friday, November 21 
•LA Surgery Journal Club rounds, 
M288, 7:00-8:30 
•Cytology rounds, M125, 8:00-9:00 
•Oncology Journal Club/Lab 
meeting, M269, 9:00-11:00 
•ZWE Club Speaker: Dr. Andrew 
Cushing, BVSc, MCRVS - 
Veterinary Wildlife Safari. M102, 
12:00-1:00 

Dave’s Blood Drive right around the corner 
Dave’s Blood Drive is Friday! 

There is always the possibility that a signed-up blood 
donor won’t qualify. If you would like to be a back-up 
blood donor, please let Pat Hutson know when you are 
available and provide your cell/office phone number. 
Response time would need to be immediate. Contact 
Pat at pat.hutson@oregonstate.edu or 737-2268. 

The dedicated drive in honor of Dave Johnson will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 14. 
Registration will be held in Magruder Lobby. The Red 
Cross Bloodmobile bus will be parked in the Small 
Animal Services parking lot.  

Having Dave back for half days recently really boosts 
our spirits! He’s preparing for surgery the second week 
of December and is gratified to have such support. 
While all 48 slots have been filled, keep in mind if Nov. 14 won’t work for you, you can 
donate at the Civil War Blood Drive in the MU from now until Nov. 13, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., AND 
specify your donation is in honor of Dave Johnson. Remember, you can also have your 
donation count toward either OSU or, if you dare, to UO for the Civil War Blood Drive. 

New specialty certification for April Simons  
Congratulations to April Simons, CVT, VTS (Anesthesia) for 
passing her Academy of Veterinary Technician Anesthetists 
exam! There are fewer than 90 veterinary technician specialists 
in anesthesiology internationally, and only three in Oregon, 
which makes April a member of an elite veterinary technician 
organization. Furthermore, April is the first and only technician 
at OSU to achieve specialty recognition. She has been a 
veterinary technician in anesthesiology in our hospital since 
2005.  

April’s impression of the exam was that it was a very accurate 
reflection of the knowledge that is required. She also felt that 
she was well prepared and didn't seem to have any trouble with 
it. Which was not the case for everyone, as at least one person 
left in tears. She actually found the application process more 
tedious than the exam itself. Many of the answers she knew 
from the second-year anesthesia course she audited in 2006, 
but what she found most helpful as a study aid was listening at 
student rounds. “I had amazing mentors here in the hospital and 
everyone has been very supportive in the pursuit of this 
achievement,” April says of her accomplishment.  

The exam was in Phoenix, Ariz., this year in conjunction with the International Veterinary 
Emergency and Critical Care Symposium. It is designed to show that the candidate has a 
real understanding of clinical techniques and how surgical procedures are performed. It 
covers equipment, indications, complications, pharmacology, physiology and problem 
solving with regard to advanced and common clinical procedures.  

For more information about the Academy of Veterinary Technician Anesthetists check out 
their website at http://www.avta-vts.org/site/view/57373_Home.pml. <http://www.avta-
vts.org/site/view/57373_Home.pml. 

College’s partnership with Oregon Humane Society featured at 
Innovations in Education symposium 
The keynote session of the recent Innovations in Education symposium highlighted the 
Animal Medical Learning Center (AMLC) at the Oregon Humane Society (OHS) in Portland. 
Deans and associate deans from across the United States and Canada toured the facility and 
attended a series of seminars presented by Dr. Cyril Clarke, Dean of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Oregon State University; Sharon Harmon, Executive Director of OHS; 
Dr. Kris Otteman, Director of Shelter Medicine and Courtesy Assistant Professor; and Dr. Kirk 
Miller, Clinical Instructor.   

Topics addressed included the genesis and development of the AMLC and the course 
curriculum. The session concluded with a panel discussion involving recent graduates and 
current senior students. Students and recent graduates were 
unanimous in expressing their appreciation for the high volume 
of hands-on surgical and medical experience gained during the 
rotation, the mentorship provided by the faculty, and the 
support of the veterinary technical team. The only substantive 
criticism shared by the participants was that the rotation was 
too short.  

Another topic covered during the symposium addressed 
development of structured preceptorship experiences involving 
explicit course objectives and methods for evaluation of student 
performance that are similar to those employed in core 
rotations. Most of the featured innovations focused on the need 
to provide students with clinical training in high-volume primary 
care practice environments. The symposium was sponsored by 
Banfield, The Pet Hospital. 


