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The initial meeting of Wasco Coun-

ty's long-range Agricultural Plann-
ing Conference was held at The Dalles

nuary 12, 1956. Previous confer-
ees were held in 1924, 1938, 1941

and 1947.
Herewith is contained the reports

of six committees. The membership
in each was representative of all parts
of the county, including farm organi-
zations. Effort was made to provide
the widest possible scope to the study
of the county's major agricultural and
family living needs.

Committee chairmen were: Policy
and Public Relations, William D.
Ketchum, The Dalles; Home and Fam-
ily Living, Rev. Harry Atkins, Dufur;
Livestock, Raymond Crabtree, Mau-
pin; Horticulture, Don Bailey, The
Dalles; Field Crops, Tom Davidson,
The Dalles; and 4-H Clubs, Mrs. Don
Bailey, The Dalles.

At a preliminary meeting with the
chairmen of the committees and presidents of the county farm organizations,
Raymond Crabtree, Maupin, was elected to serve as general chairman of the
conference.

Members of the six committees, totaling about 150, met together at the
start of the conference to organize a six week study of problems. The group
listed 49 problems to be considered. The six conference committees convened
separately later in the day to plan more committee meetings.

The entire planning conference was conducted in cooperation with the local
County Extension Agents and the Extension Service of Oregon State College.

embers of the County Extension staff assisted with the report and served as
ecretaries of the committees.

E. M. Nelson, County Extension Agent, served as secretary of the ho:rticul'
ture and livestock committees; John K. Frizzell, Special County Extension
Agent, field crops and policy and public relations committees; Jane F. Schroe-
der, County Extension Agent in Home Economics, home and family living
committee; and E. E. Bonham, County Extension Agent in 4-H Club Work,
4-H Club committee.

The final conference of all committees was held at The Dalles on March 2,
1956.

The reports are presented herewith in the hope that all interested people
may know the trends in Wasco County agriculture and home and family liv-
ing. The reports will also serve as a guide to the County Extension Agents and
lay leaders in the county in developing programs of work which are "geared"
to the real needs of the people.

Sincerely,

Raymond Crabtree, Chairman
Wasco County Agricultural Planning Conference
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Wasco County Agricultural Planning Conference

The members of this committee
were representative of different geo-
graphic areas and different organiza-
tions in Wasco County. Average at-
tendance at committee meetings was
20 persons. Since there were no set
boundaries or clearly-defined fields
of endeavor for this committee to fol-
low, and no preconceived plans and
problems to be brought up for dis-
cussion, each member had complete
freedom of thought. This led to the
followin suggestions and ideas on the
problems of Wasco County residents:

The need for unification of farm
policy among. farm organizations.

Better public relations and run-
derstanding between city and farm
people as well as greater understand-
ing by farm people of their own poli-
cies and farm programs.

Study of taxation, especially as
it concerns farm folks.

Taxation
The Situation

1 The following tables show the Oregon tax situationsource, and use:
Oregon Tax Expenditures, 1945-47 and 1955-57

County roads
Soil Bank.
Child labor.
Indiscriminate rubbish dumping

along roads.
Desirability of a suitable rest

room and meeting place for counlry
people in The Dalles.

Telephone service.

Better sportsman-and-farmer re-
lations.

Morale.
Time did not permit a complete

discussion of each of these problems,
but several of them and others were
fully discussed and recommendations
made. In the following pages the situ-
ation, the problems, and some of the
thinking "behind" the recommenda-
tions are recorded for all to read. It
is hoped they will be informative.

Use
1945-47

Amount Portion of
tax dollar

1955-57
Amount Portion of

tax dollar
Education

Basic
Higher
Other

$33,800,000
$20,400,000

12,700,000
700,000

45.3c $107,700,000
$72,200,000
32,200,000

3,300,000

50.Oc

Welfare $12,600,000 16.9c $ 32,000,000 15.Oc
Institutions .. $ 8,500,000 11.3c $ 23,400,000 10.8c
Protection $ 4,100,000 5.5c $ 16,700,000 7.7c
Buildings .. 0.Oc $ 15,000,000 6.8c
General

government
$ 9,600,000 12.8c $ 9,100,000 4.2c

Natural
resources

$ 1,600,000 2.lc $ 6,000,000 2.8c

Veterans $ 3,800,000 5.lc $ 5,100,000 2.7c
[V[iscellaneous $ 700,000 1.Oc

Total $74,700,000 $215,000,000
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Source

Total
* Referred and Defeated.

The amount of tax levied against
Oregon farm real estate in 1954 was
more than three times as large as in
1945. Nationally, the total was almost
twice as large.

Other changes being equal, these
tax changes mean Oregon farmers'
production costs were increased more
than costs in other states with small-
er property tax increases. Oregon
farmers' ability to compete has been
reduced.

Nationally, farm property tax
levies increased about as much as
personal income taxes percentage-
wise from 1946 to 1954. Both were up
about 75 per cent Meanwhile, tax
liabilities of corporations increased
about 88 per cent.

5 In Oregon, property taxes rose
less rapidly than personal income
taxes, but more rapidly than corpor-
ation taxes, and about the same as
fuel taxes, from 1945 to 1954.

Oregon's Tax Bill, 1955-57

Personal Income Tax $113,200,000
Corporations 29,300,000
Liquor 23,700,000
*cigarette Taxes 8,800,000
Miscellaneous Funds 8,400,000
Surplus 7,600,000
Transfers 7,500,000
Insurance 7,000,000
Gift & Inheritance 6,600,000
Withholding 3,700,000

Amount Amount of Tax Dolla
52.5c
13.6c
10.9c

4. Ic
3.9c
3 .5c
3 .4c
3.2c
3.lc
1 .8c

$215,800.000

All of Oregon's property tax
levy in recent years has been for
county, city, and local government
services. No property tax has been
levied to finance the state govern-
ment; but considerable money from
non_property sources has been allo-
cated to counties for schools, roads,
etc.

In Oregon, the levy on property
provides almost half the funds raised
within the state to cover the combined
costs of state and local government
services. Farm real estate provides
about one dollar out of every seven
levied against property.

The increase in the property t
levy in Oregon varies greatly by
counties. The 1953 levy in all coun-
ties was at least double the 1944 levy.
In Douglas County, it was nearly
seven times as high; and in Jefferson
County, it was 12 times as high.

The Wasco County tax "picture" looks like this:
Total Tax All County Total Tax All County Per Cent Increase
Purposes 1945-1946 Purposes 1955-1956 Taxes All County Purposes

$558,904 $1,632,310 192.0
Note: Ten other counties in the state had a lower percentage increase than

Wasco County.

The Wasco County School District tax "picture" looks like this:
All Local S. D. Tax Levies All Local S D. Tax Levies Per Cent Increase

1945-1946 1955-1956 School Taxes
$175,248 $952.236 243.3

Note: Two other counties in the state had a lower percentage increase than
W-asco County.
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In Clackamas County 76 cents
of the tax dollar goes to schools. In

asco County 58 cents of the tax
ollar goes to schools.

In 1949 farm real estate taxes,
on the average, took a little less than
10 cents out of every dollar farmers
had left from their farm marketings
after production expenses were met.
Now more than 17 cents is required.

Source

Tax Levies and Collections in Oregon by Major Sources

* Not including federal taxes, net revenues from state liquor stores, state
unemployment compensation taxes, and miscellaneous local licenses, fees and
fines.

A 1 per cent sales tax would
yield 15 million dollars per year to
the state.

The farm real estate tax is be
coming a real burden in most in-
stances.

In 1953, in Oregon, of all resi-
dents only 66.5 per cent paid an in-
come tax, leaving about one-third of
the people paying no income tax. Of
the 66.5 per cent of the population
who paid a tax, 78 per cent had in-
comes of less than $6,000 and 22 per
cent earned over $6,000. Yet, this
small segment of the population
which earned over $6,000 paid 64 per
cent of the total personal income tax
collected.

17 Oregon now has an income sur-
tax of 45 per cent. The dependent
deduction is now $500 instead of
$600.

The change is due to a combination
of higher taxes and lower net money
income from farming.

In 1949, real estate taxes lev-
ied against the average Oregon farm-
er were $194. In 1954, this levy
amounted to $312 per farm. Part of
the increase per farm was due to a
decrease in number of farms, as re-
ported by the U. S. Census

1954 in Per Cent
1944-45 1953-54 of 1955

The local county tax situation
is: Appreciable unavoidable increases
in county expenditures, such as public
welfare and others, have necessitat-
ed increases in property tax levies.

Much of the county general
fund which ordinarily would have
been used for roads has, of necessity,
been used for other purposes. This
has resulted in a depletion of the
road fund.

Every four years there is a bal-
lot in the county on the 4-mill levy
for market roads. This will come up
for voting again this fall. However,
state law now stipulates that this
must be stated in the ballot in "dol-
lars" and not in "mills". The com-
mittee thought that this fact might
prevent some folks from voting for
it. Actually, the amount will be about
the same as in the past, except that

Million $ Million $
Total property tax 40.7 123.2 303
Personal Income tax 10.9 41.5 381
Corporation excise tax 5.2 14.8 285
Corporation fees .3 .5 167
Inheritance gift taxes 1.0 3.4 340
Liquor taxes and licenses 1.9 2.1 111
Fuel taxes 10.1 30.6 303
[Vtotor vehicle fees 6.0 22.6 377
Other state taxes, fees, & licenses 10.8 21.9 203

Total * 86.9 260.6 300
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it will be stated as "dollars" on the
ballot.

Wasco County has 900 miles of
road to maintain.

The county pays for only 20
per cent of the paving of market
roads. The other 80 per cent is paid
by the state and federal governments.
However, the county gets most of its
matching money from the 4-mill
special levy

The committee felt that the
road fund should not be jeopardized
in any way as more and better roads
are needed. However, it was also the
consensus of opinion that local prop-
erty tax ]evies were already too high.

Those people who are not real
property owners are permitted to
vote on general obligation bonds.
This often involves important deci-
sions in a financial way. The commit-
tee felt that these voters accept no
real responsibility and should not be
permitted to vote on general obliga-
tion bonds.

The fruit growers present felt
that the state withholding tax on mi-
grant labor should be abolishedit is
a nuisance and in practically all cases
refunds have to be made as the mi..
grants come from out of state.
Problems

To provide a broader and more
equitable tax base on a state-wide
basis. This would relieve the present
local property tax situation.

To alleviate inevitable increases
in county costsfor example, more

Educ
Situation

Teacher shortage continues to
remain acute in Wasco County.

Some teachers with sufficiently
high qualifications cannot get certifi-
cation in Oregon by the State Board
of Higher Education.

Regulations on school structure
(lighting, sanitation, etc.) are not uni-

and better roads are needed. In order
not to overburden further local farm
property taxpayers, outside fun
should be used wherever possible. A
example of this would be the state
matching funds for market roads.

The committee thought that
general obligation bonds were some-
times "carried" or "lost" on the bal-
lot due to the vote of non real prop-
erty owners. This presented a prob-
lem of some people participating in
voting on bond issues without any
real and direct obligation in their
payment

Recommendations
That a sales tax be enacted and

allocated to schools to help offset real
property tax (40-mill limitation on
property tax).

That only real property taxpay-
ers and those under real property
contract be permitted to vote on gen-
eral obligation bonds.

That an educational program be
carried out regarding the special 4-
mill levy for market roads, pointing
out: (a) that this is a usual procedure
every 4 years; (b) that in the ballot-
ing this fall, it will not be expressed
on the ballot as in the past (in mills)
but will be expressed in dollars; (c
that the amount is about the same as
in the past; (d) that these funds are
used largely as matching funds (20
per cent county, 80 per cent state
and federal) for improvement of mar-
ket roads.

ation
form from school to school nor from
year to year. Inconsistency on the
part of state authorities has been re-
sponsible for changes having been
made in buildings that are practically
new.

Concern was expressed over the
continued shortage of classrooms.
Some members felt that perhaps this



situation could be alleviated partially
by: (a) central purchasing agency;
(b) school for 12 months of the year;
nd (C) larger classes.

The powers of local school
boards are becoming less effective be-
cause of various rules, regulations,
and stipulations of the State Board
of Higher Education This, in effect, is
rendering less effective the powers
of the local school boards, which, in
turn, does not permit a true expres-
sion of the desires of the people.

Citizens of a temporary classifi-
cation vote, and often influence
school elections, but have no continu-
ing responsibility.

Problems
The difficulty of procuring suf-

ficient funds to keep local education-
al institutions on a continuing "high
plane" remains an acute problem.

Teacher shortage is becoming
more of a problem as time goes on.

Local school boards are experi-
encing difficulty in using wisely
funds allocated to them from the
state because of more and more
"strings" being attached to them.

Wasco County Agricultural Planning Conference

Situation
Many hunters are not "true"

sportsmen.
Fences have been cut and much

other destruction has been experienc-
ed by farm folks in Wasco County.

Instances were reported of in-
discriminate use of firearms, such as
killing cattle, shooting at water tanks,
killing fawns and does out of season.

Members reported the destruction
of crops and other abuses such as
leaving gates open.

Many hunters are not only de-
structive but actually do not know
how to handle a weapon and carry
out proper safety precautions.

Hunters do not appreciate the

Farmer - Hunter Relations

There is difficulty in hiring lo-
cally qualified teachers, in many in-
stances, because of the problem of
certification by the State Board of
Higher Education.

The problem of "short-time" re-
sidents voting in school elections has
often been detrimental to good local
school administration and operation.

Recommendations
That the period of residence for

voting in school elections be increas-
ed from 6 to 12 months.

That we favor a system whereby
local school districts may obtain their
proportionate share of basic school
support funds and have the power to
use these funds to meet the needs of
their districts as, within their judg-
ment, it is deemed wise and prudent.

That the power of certification
of school teachers be extended to all
first class districts and to other dis-
tricts in the counties in conjunction
with their county superintendents
and with the advice and assistance of
the state authorities

fact that there is an overpopulation
of deer in some areas in Wasco Coun-
ty. They are often reluctant to coop-
erate in this respect. This overpopu-
lation results in much loss -to crops
of Wasco County ranchers.

The members present felt that
"Red Hat Day" did serve a -useful
purpose in promoting better sports-
man-farmer relations.

Some of the members suggested
that perhaps the farmer should give
the hunter a ticket permitting him to
hunt on the ranch. By doing this, the
hunter would feel more responsible

Some folks said that greater co-
operation by the hunter was evi-
denced when the farmer posted
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"Hunting by Permission" signs.
Others disagreed with this comment
they thought the farmer should post
"No Hunting Allowed."

Most of the discussion on sports-
man-farmer relations concerned deer
and elk hunters, but small game was
also brought into the discussion.

Much damage by firearms is
done by our youth who have not had
the opportunity of good training in
correct use of firearms and good
sportsmanship.
Problems

To promote better sportsman-
rancher relations, especially during
the deer season.

To train youth in the use of fire-
arms and good sportsmanship.

Situation
There is an apparent lack of

understanding between urban and
rural citizens of each other's prob-
lems.

There is a certain lack of un-
derstanding on the part of farmers
themselves of each other's problems.

There should be wider person-to-
person acquaintance among farm and
town residents for more mutual re-
spect and understanding.

Efforts should be made to give
more information and to gain wider
understanding during the planning
phase of changes taking place in the
community which affect either town
or rural people, or both.

There is a general misunder-
standing of the farmer's economic po-
sition.

Some government programs have
placed the farmer in a "bad light."

Some general news coverages
have discredited farmers' aims and
accomplishments.

The relatively poor economic
situation in which the farmer finds

City and Country Relations

Recommendations
That farms should be posted with

"Hunting by Permission" signs. Thi
is to be done by the various sports-
men's clubs in cooperation with the
farmers. Also, that the sportsmen's
clubs and the farmers cooperate in
controlling indiscriminate hunting. It
was agreed also that sportsmen should
appreciate and be informed of the
fact that there are certain areas in
Wasco County that have an overpopu-
lation of deer which should be killed
off from time to time.

That the youth in our public
schools should receive instruction in
correct use of firearms, safe handling
of firearms, proper care of firearms,
and good sportsmanship.

himself in comparison to the rest of
the people has tended toward bad
public relations.

Problems
To get better acquaintance and

friendship among farm families them-
selves and between farm families and
urban dwellers.

To promote exchange meetings
between town and rural residents

To obtain rural membership in
urban organizations and vice versa,
where possible.

To get ranchers and townspeople
better acquainted with the true farm
story

To get farm statistical informa-
tion to both town and rural residents
in "digestible" form.

Recommendations
1. That the Chamber of Commerce

and the various service clubs in Was-
co County be encouraged to invite
some farmers to their meetings as
guests from time to time. Also, that
the various farm organizations be en-
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couraged to invite town and city
people to their meetings periodically.

.2. That each organization in the
ounty have a reporter delegated to

send in news reports to the local
newspapers and radio stations. Also,
that these reporters shOuld recognize
and appreciate the importance of
sending in these news releases. Also,
that these reports should contain not
only news of the social activities, but
should stress the business and action
part of the meetings.

Situation
1 Many lawsuits and "laying of

complaints" are not justified.
Many innocent people are humil-

iated by unjustified lawsuits. This
causes unnecessary hardship and fi-
nancial worry. The group felt that
too many of these "false suit" cases
are being brpught up in court. Very
often, an innocent individual is sued
for damages or liability. The worry,
cost, and public embarrassment is
most harassing to the individual con-
cerned.

"Suits" are often brought for
heir nuisance value in the hope that
ut-of-court settlements will be made.

False Lawsuits

Situation
1. The committee expressed concern

over the fact that many people have
been dumping garbage along the
roads and on other people's property.
This often happens on the way to the
dump.

2 Some of this indiscrimnate gar-
bage has been done deliberately. In
other instances, it has resulted from
people hauling their garbage in a
careless fashion. Thus cans, papers,
etc., have been and are being strewn
over the area between The Dalles and

Garbage Dumping

That a better job be done of
telling the farm story as a basis for
greater understanding.

That more statistical information
should be made available to the gen-
eral public on the exact position of
the farmer. Presentation of this ma-
terial must be such that it will reach
a wider audience among both farm
and city residents than has been
achieved in the past.

Problems
To prevent people from laying

"false suits."
To relieve the defendant in such

"false suits" of embarrassment, wot-
ry, and financial loss.

Recommendation
The committee favors the enact-

ment of a law in this state which will
provide that in the case of a "false
suit" in a personal liability case, the
jury be required to award damages
to the defendant in the amount suf-
fered by him as a result of such
"false suit."

the dump, and also in other areas
in Wasco County.
Problem

To prevent irresponsible residents
of Wasco County from dumping gar-
bage on other people's property and
along the county roads.
Recommendation

That the County Court be request-
ed to enact a Court order, or perform
such other necessary action, to pre-
vent people from strewing garbage
along roadsides and places other
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than a designated dump, that such
order or regulation should stipulate
that garbage hauled by individuals

This committee worked very dili-
gently on current problems in the
area of policy and public relations.

It can be said that, as a result of
the discussions at the various meet-
ings, two broad objectives were
achieved: (1) A greater understand-
ing and appreciation of policy an
public relations and related topics
such as taxation. This was really an
educational phase of the committee
meetings; and (2) Through method-
ical and factual discussion several
desirable and beneficial recommenda-
tions were passed by this committee

William D. Ketchum, The Dalles,
Chairman

Joseph D. Kelly, The Dalles, Recorder
John K. Frizzell, County Extension

Agent, Secretary
Art Appling, Friend
Roy Barnet, The Dalles
Charles P. Bunn, The Dalles
A. J. Connolly, The Dalles
Glenn Cooper, The Dalles
George M. Davis, The Dalles
Dale Ellett, The Dalles
Darrell Evans, Mosier
Mrs. Darrell Evans, Mosier
Jess Fleming, The Dalles
Dale Hastings, Dufur
George Hastings, The Dalles
John Hix, Dufur
Ray Hughes, The Dalles
Bill Hulse, Dufur

Summary and Conclusions

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

be covered or otherwise firmly se-

cured, so that it will remain in place
until they arrive at the dump.

some of these of a short-range and
some of a long-range nature.

The time and effort of this commit-
tee was spent largely on problems not
directly related to any one ranch op-
eration as such. They discussed those
things that were of a type that af-
fected all ranchesthe whole com-
munity, city and country alike. This
committee seemed to be thinking, in
all their discussions, about the human
aspects of better livingabout those
things that make for a better total
or overall living environment in
Wasco County.

Jim Hunt, Dufur
Mrs. Roy T. Johnson, The Dalles
Carl W. Kaser, The Dalles
Leonard Kelly, The Dalles
Mrs. Leonard Kelly, The Dalles
Mrs. Wiliam D. Ketchum, The Dalles
Elmer Lierman, The Dalles
Milton McCorkle, Maupin
Earl Meeker, The Dalles
Luman Miller, The Dalles
Leona Newbill, The Dalles
A. C. Nielsen, The Dalles
Vernon Obrist, The Dalles
James Paulson, Maupin
Mrs. Edna Renken, The Dalles
Henry Rooper, Antelope
Frank Sauter, The Dalles
Mrs. Frank Sauter, The Dalles
Warren Stanley, Dufur
L. E. Tibbets, The Dalles
T. F. Whiteman, The Dalles
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..This committee met under the chair-
manship of Tom Davidson, The Dalles.
The members of the committee were
representative of different geographic
areas in the county, as well as of
various organizations. There were
three regular meetings plus one meet-
ing held in conjunction with the Live-
stock Committee. The average at-
tendance was 25 persons. Most of
those present at each meeting had a
direct interest in grain and forage
production.

There were several problems origi-
nally listed by the committee mem-
bers as being of importance to Wasco
County ranchers. Some of these pro-
blems were:

Soil Bank
Weed control
Crop diversion (acreage control)
Soil erosion
Seed improvement
Conservation and utilization of

water
More information needed on

acreage control and price sup-
port program

8 Price - cost squeeze
Price control
Wheat exports
Sagebrush control and eradica-

tion
All of the above problems were

not fully discussed nor was action
taken on all of themtime was the

ieU ewftd eoøteeeee eftvrt

limiting factor. The first of the four
meetings was devoted largely to:

Weed control
Agricultural Stabilization and

Conservation Committee assistance in
eradicating noxious weeds with soil
sterilants.

Wheat marketingconcern over
discrimination against soft white
wheat in price support program.

Plans to obtain more Soil Bank
information
The second meeting concerned:

Soil Bank information and relat-
ed parity price information.

Discussion of the new varieties
of wheat, Columbia and Omar, which
were being made available for fall
planting.

New seed wheat treatmenthex-
achlorobenzene.

County weed discussion.
At the third meeting, the members
discussed:

1 Assessed valuation of morning
glory-infested farm land.

2. Possibility of getting an A. S. C.
practice into the handbook on pay-
ment for chemical treating of noxious
weeds, especially morning glory.
The combined meeting held in con-
junction with the livestock commit-
tee at Maupin discussed:

Sagebrush control.
Use of diverted acres.
Seed improvementalso increase

in use of the two new wheat varie-
ties, Columbia and Omar.

Field Crops Background Information
In 1954 the total value of all field

crops sold in Wasco County was $4,-
743,166. This represents about two-
thirds of the total of all crops sold.
Other crops sold wre fruits and

nuts, vegetables, and horticultural
specialties of various kinds. The to-
tal value of field crops sold is about
half the total of all farm products
sold in Wasco County.
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The Census reports the following land use for Wasco County:
Wasco County Land Use, 1950-1954

Land area
Proportion in farms
Land in farms
Cropland harvested
Cropland used only for pasture
Irrigated land in farms
* These are acres relevant to 1949 crop year.

There are several significant trends in field crop production indicated
in the following table These are:

Appreciable decrease in wheat acreage (due to allotments).
Appreciable increase in barley acreage (use of diverted acres).
Increase in oat acreage (use of diverted acres).

Wasco County Field Crop Production, 1946..1955

1,527,680 acres
69.3 per cent

1,058,420 acres
117,997 acres

14,740 acres
15,190 acres

1,527,680 acres
71.8 per cent

1,096,765 acres
104,357 acres

22,854 acres
16,131 acres*

The number of bushels of wheat
produced in 1949 was 1,526,137. In
1954, the total bushels of wheat pro-
duced was 1,918,514, on a much smal-
ler acreage. This indicates that Was-
co County ranchers are continuing to
improve their wheat yield per acre.
Wheat yield in the county varies in
different communities from 15 to 35
bushels per acre, but averages about
26 bushels per acre.

The committee members had a lim-
ited time to discuss and act on the
many field crop problems. However,

a full and educational discussion fol-
lowed on several of these major prob-
lems. In the following pages will be
found a brief discussion of the situ-
ation and the committee recommend
tions for alleviating the problem.

The major subjects finally acted
upon by this committee were:

New Wheat varieties.
A. C. P payments for chemical

treatment of noxious weeds.
County weed control and eradi-

cation.
Use of diverted acres.

New Wheat Varieties (Columbia and Oniar)
Situation

Good, pure seed wheat is often
very difficult to obtain in the county.

The present seed used is often
not pure as to variety nor free of
noxious weed seeds.

Most ranches are not equipped
physically (elevator, etc.) to produce
pure seed.

Practically all the wheats grown
at present are "soft" and relatively
low in protein.

Field Crop 1946 1949 1953 1954 1955

Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres
Wheat 75,000 76,081 96,000 65,946 67,000
Barley 2,000 1,380 4,500 20,741 21,000
Oats 1,000 476 700 2,329 2,000
Alfalfa (cut for hay) 11,000 8,079 8,500 10,981 11,200
Gross returns from

field crops $3,400,000 $2,845,604 $5,684,580 $4,743,166 $3,578,000

Land Use 1954 1950
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Smut and other diseases reduce
the annual average yield from the
ptimum yield which might be oh-
med otherwise

There is not a certified seed
wheat producer in Wasco County at
present.
Problems

To obtain more pure and more
desirable seed wheat in the county.

To increase this pure seed of the
newer varieties under desirable field
and storage conditions.

To distribute pure seed of newer
varieties to ranchers throughout
Wasco County.

To encourage the acceptance
and growing of new and more desir-
able seed where it is practicable to do
so.

Situation
1 Several thousand acres in Wasco

County are badly infested with the
perennial noxious weed morning
glory (field bindweed).

2. Each year this weed is spreading
over a larger area.

.3. Badly infested land has been ap-
raised in most instances at the same

value as non-infested land of the same
type.

Noxious weeds of major import..
ance in the county are: Canada
thistle, Russian knapweed, brown
knapweed, puncture vine, and St.
Johnswort, sand-bur, white top, morn-
ing glory (field bindweed), whorled
milkweed, death wJeed, and perennial
sow thistle.

In the case of St. Johnswort, the
beetles are doing a very good job of
control and eradication.

Many weeds are growing along
the state highway and county roads.
With one man, one spray rig, and a
limited budget, it is difficult to con-
trol and eradicate these weeds.

Weed Control

To encourage at least certain
ranchers to produce certified seed on
their ranches for sale and distribution
in the county.

To encourage the production of
a suitable hard wheat in Wasco Coun-
ty to meet national and international
competition.

Recommendation
That encouragement be given to the

growing of the new varieties of
wheat, Columbia and Omar, for cer-
tification purposes, making good seed
of new varieties readily available for
local wheat growers. Two growers, R.
A. Crabtree and Cecil Ashley, were
selected to grow these new varieties
on a fairly substantial scale begin-
ning this fall.

More education and cooperation
on the part of the public is needed
if better control and eradication of
Weeds is to be brought about.

Up to and including 1953, there
had been an A. C. P. practice (and
payment) for sterilant and hormone
treatment of noxious weed-infested
land.

In 1954 and 1955, the payment
was for treatment with soil sterilants
only.

In 1956, the practice had been
discontinued and omitted from the
A. S C. handbook.

In the past, 13 states had taken
advantage of this practice.

The committee felt that 2,4-D
did help to control morning glory.

One of the main difficulties,
however, is that there is no hormone
spray at present which will eradicate
morning glory.

The committee members believ-
ed that there should be an approved
practice in the A. S. C. handbook for
chemical weed treatment.
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Problems
To provide a means whereby

more ranchers can and will spray for
weeds, especially morning glory.

To obtain more funds for the
county weed council and the county
weed inspector in their spray pro-
gram along roads and other areas.

To control and eradicate weeds
more efficiently, especially those on
the noxious weed list.
Recommendations

1. That the weed control practice
payment for the use of soil sterilants

and hormone sprays on perennia]
noxious weeds be re-inserted in the
A. S. C. handbook. Also, that far
organizations and other intereste
groups be encouraged to send in sim-
ilar resolutions to the local, state, and
federal A. S. C. offices in support of
this resolution.

2. That we ask the County Weed
Council and the County Court to
work out together an expanded weed
control program for the countythis
possibly to include more personnel
and/or equipment as the need indi-
cates and as funds permit.

Soil Bank and Use Of Diverted Acres

Situation
The committee expressed con-

cern regarding the Soil Bank with
respect to lack of consideration for
different commodities in different
areas of the county (and nation); not
permitting grazing on land put into
the Soil Bank (this could at least be
controlled grazing); and the amount
of payment to be made per acre for
land put into the Soil Bank.

There is a very limited oppor-
tunity for the use of alternative crops
on diverted acressome thought was
given to peas and safflower.

Some of the reasons for the pre-
sent allotments and appreciably-re-
duced income from wheat production
and other enterprises in Wasco Coun-
ty are: production and market dis-
tortions due to wartime demand; an
all-time-high livestock production;
and all-time-high crop production;
rising costs and appreciable increases
in capital requirements; and a general
oversupply of most farm commodi-
ties and corresponding increasing
costs.

The purpose of the Soil Bank is
to work off surpluses; adjust produc-
tion to demand; and increase net farm
income as a result.

5 The Soil Bank has two main

parts: the Acreage Reserve, in which
a rancher would put some of his al-
loted acres in the Soil Bank; and the
Conservation Reserve, in which the
rancher wbuld put land other than
acreage reserve into the Soil Bank.

Other points of importance in
connection with the Soil Bank are
that the cost of the program will be
shared by the whole economy; land
in acreage reserve will not be grazed
or cropped; the conservation reserve
can be participated in by all farmers
(this land will be put into gras
trees, water, etc.); the governmen
will assist in paying for establishing
a conservation reserve, as well as
paying an annual rental for the land
in the reserve; and the farmer must
agree not to crop or graze the con-
servation reserve for a specified time.

Wasco County ranchers have
taken and are taking further cut-
backs in wheat allotments. Profitable
use of diverted acres is becoming
more and more of major concern.

Population statistics are of in-
terest because they have direct bear-
ing on the future of Wasco County
agriculture. The world's population
is 2,652,000,000 people-162,000,000
in the United States. Every 24 hours
there are 110,000 additional mouths
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on this earth to be fed (net increase).
By 1975 we will need 25 per cent

,ore crops per year and 45 per cent
ore livestock per year in the United

States. It has been estimated that by
1975 we will have 210 million people
in this country

9. The availability of more improv-
ed land in Wasco County is very limit-
ed. Future increased production to
meet population increases can be
brought about mainly by intensifica-
tion in use of present acreage (ferti-
lizers, etc.) and by more intensive ir-
rigation and irrigation over a larger
area.

Problem
To encourage the efficient use and

conservation of diverted acres to the

This committee was concerned with
production problems of grains and
forage in Wasco County. They were,
however, more deeply concerned with
farm progress, wheat allotments,
marketing problems, and all those
factors outside the actual production
phase. The thinking of the committee
on some of these problems has been

esented in this report.
Their wider and broader area of

discussion and thinking became evi-
dent from the first meeting. They dis-
cussed their local situation very fully
but not entirely from a local view-

Tom Davidson, The Dalles, Chairman
John K. Frizzell, County Extension

Agent, Secretary
Ellwood Adkisson, The Dalles
Emma B. Courser, The Dalles
C. G. Darnielle, The Dalles
J. R. Fleming, The Dalles
Les Frederickson, The Dalles
Clarence Gray, The Dalles
George R. Harth, The Dalles
Vernon Hill, The Dalles
Robert Holman, Maupin
Rex Kaseberg, The Dalles
Vernon L. Kelly, The Dalles
J. Ray Kortge, The Dalles

Summary and Conclusion

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

best advantage and still maintain a
reasonable net farm income.

Recommendations
The members thought that Con-

gressmen should be written to so that
they would know and understand lo-
cal thoughts and ideas, on the Soil
Bank.

It was agreed, also, that these
ideas should be presented to various
farm organizations, the Oregon Wheat
Growers League and the National
Wheat Growers Association.

The planting of diverted acres to
grasses and legumes should be encour-
aged. However, if the growing of feed
grains is permitted, then they should
be grown and sold without price sup-
port.,

point. They were continually mindful
and concerned about all the broader
aspects of farm production as influ-
enced by forces outside their "line
fence" They realized that factors
"off" the ranch were of paramount
importance in creating or solving pro-
blems "on" the ranch.

They realized that production pro-
blems, along with governmental agri-
cultural programs, must be consid-
ered together in order to maintain a
decent and respectable net farm in-
come and provide for a continuing ex-
panding population.

R. N. Kortge, The Dalles
Robert Larsell, Maupin
Miles C. Leabo, The Dalles
Elmer Lierman, The Dalles
Lester Marvel, Dufur
Marion McAllister, Dufur
Tad McCoy, The Dalles
Marshall McElheran, Maupin
Fred C. Miller, Dufur
Jerry Nicholson, Dufur
Chester Nye, Dufur
Emsley Rogers, Dufur
Arthur Schmidt, Mauprn
L. J. Schreiber, Maupin
Warren Stanley, Dufur
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Beef production in Wasco County
has nearly doubled in the last few
years. There were approximately 4,-
400 head of beef cows, 2 years old or
older, in 1940. By 1953, that figure
had increased to 7,100, showing ap-
proximately a 40 per cent increase.

Sheep, however, have shown a
sharp decrease. In 1940, there were
approximately 75,000 head, whereas
in 1954, there were only 26,500 head.
Difficulty in acquiring good labor and
high operating costs were the main
causes for this downward trend.

LINE FENCES AND

Don Heisler, district attorney, met
with the committee and explained
fences and their values. Heisler point-
ed out that a fence separating any
two ranches or farms is called a line
fence.

It is the responsibility of both par-
ties to keep the fence in repair. No
one individual has to stand all of the
expense. If one refuses to keep his
half of the fence in good repair, the
other party may fix the fence and
charge him for it, and he will be ob-
ligated to pay.

One way to determine what part

BRIJCELLOSIS CO
Brucellosis, or Bang's disease, is be-

ing discussed a great deal in Wasco
County. Because of the human health
hazard and the economic importance
of this disease, the Federal and State
governments have jointly developed
programs for its control and elimina-
tion.

Vaccination of calves at 6 to 12
months, when combined with good
management and proper sanitation,
offers the best, the most practical,

SITUATION IN WASCO COUNTY

There were 1,800 head of swine in
1940, compared with 600 head in 195L
In other words, production is now
about one-third of what it has been.
The number-one problem in the swine
industry today is disease control.

Marketing of livestock in 1955 had
increased slightly over 1954, but the
lowered prices for cattle, sheep, and
hogs produced less gross income. The
returns from beef cattle were esti-
mated at $1,440,000; hogs, $304,900;
sheep $290,000; and wool, $55,500,
making a total for Wasco County of
$2,090,400 from the sale of livestock.

FENCE HERD LAWS
of the fence each individual is to keep
up is based on an old mutual agree-
ment that has been handed down for
years. It is for each party to meet at
a designated place and each individ-
ual take care of all the fence on his
right.

A legal fence is any fence that will
turn livestock. A suitable fence is one
not under 44 inches in height an
with three to four wires.

In regard to herd laws, the discus-
sion brought out that the owner is
held responsible for any damage
caused by his livestock.

NTROL PROGRAM
and the least expensive means of con-
trol.

In the southern part of Wasco
County, a group of livestock men have
formed an association in order to
clean up any existing brucellosis.

The livestock committee highly
recommends that all ranchers have
their herds tested. Testing is free of
charge and only 20 per cent of the
herd need be tested at one time.
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Production testing is a program for
e benefit of individual ranchers. By

the production testing of beef cattle,
the rancher has a way of knowing
just how efficiently he is operating.
Emphasis is placed on each individual
cow and calf.

It provides information on the
calf's weight, grade, and rate of gain

RODENT C

Gophers
Gophers are forever on the increase.

For every one killed, three more seem
to take its place. Several methods of
disposing of them have proved satis-
factory:

GasMethyl bromide injected
into, the gopher hole.

Traps
Carrot sticks

4 Water irrigation
5 Carbon monoxide
6 Gopher pills

SAGEBRUSH

Control of sagebrush in the south-
ern part of the county has become
- ite a problem.
The committee met with two men

from Squaw Butte Experiment Sta-
tion, who had conducted experiments
using 2,4-D on sagebrush. When the
timing was just right, they were able
to get a high per cent of killS They
stressed the fact that timing is the
most important factor. If the spray
job is to be successful, the spraying

Internal Parasites
Stomach and intestinal worms are

beéoming more plentiful each year.
They cost thousands of dollars every
year.

Cattle on irrigated pasture fre-
quently have worms. Grass protects
the parasites from sunlight and more

PRODUCTION TESTING

PARASITE C

until maturity It shows whether or
not the bulls are improving the herd.
With production testing, if there is
any dwarfism in the herd, it will be
apparent.

The committee recommends that
production testing be expanded,
especially in those herds where dwarf-
ism problems are encountered.

ONTROL
Graydiggers

Satisfactory methods of disposing
of graydiggers include:

Poison barley used in the spring
Methyl bromide

Rabbits
Strychnine put on alfalfa leaves

and put out in small piles in the field
has proved satisfactory.

The committee recommends that
the rodent control branch of the Fish
and Wildlife Service be asked to put
on a demonstration this year on ro-
dent control.

CONTROL

should be repeated about once every
15 years. They recommended that on
range land not all the sagebrush
should be disposed of, for it holds the
snow from blowing away. Spraying
also helps kill toxic weeds such as
larkspur.

The committee recommends that
demonstration plots should be estab-
lished to show the effect of sagebrush
control at Juniper Flat, Criterion,
Bakeoven, and Antelope.

ONTROL
cattle are grazed per acre than on
range pasture.

The common stomach worm lays a
large number of eggs, microscopic in
size, which pass out with the drop-
pings. Under favorable conditions of
warmth and moisture, the eggs hatch
and develop into infective larvae
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within a few days. The infective lar-
vae are picked up by grazing animals
and develop to maturiay by the 15th
or 16th day, at most by the 21st day.

Cattle heavily infected with round-
worms show loss of weight, weakness,
and reduced activity, lack of coordi-
nation, and continuous watery diar-
rhea.

Phenothiazine is very effective in
parasite prevention. There are sever-
al different ways of using this drug.
Small amounts may be fed daily, as
in salt, or in supplements fed free-
choice.

A drench may be given, or it may
be given as a bolus, or in the feed.
If by drench, it is recommended that
it be done at least twice. The first
dose kills the adult worm the sec-
ond kills the immature worms that
were hidden in the internal lining of
the digestive tractkilling them
within- 3 weeks It is recommended
that all animals, regardless of their
ages, be treated with phenothiazine.
External Parasites

Lice and grubs are two of the most
common external parasites. They are
very easily controlled by spraying.
Several commercial sprays are avail-
able.

Lice are common during the winter

Mr. Godwin from the State Tax
Commission and Roy Peel from the
local Tax Assessor's office attended
one of the committee meetings. They
explained the way buildings are tax-
ed.

They stated that if the taxpayer
isn't satisfied with his tax statement
he has the privilege of appealing to
the County Assessor He may then ap-
peal to the Equalization Board. This
board meets the second Monday in

DETERMINING TAX

A program wias set up through the
Oregon Cattlemen's Association for

TAXING FARM BUILDINGS

months. A small infestation may build
up to thousands of lice. They can be
detected on cattle by the animal'
constant rubbing and by the mang
condition of the coat and skin. An
animal infected with lice is more
subject to other diseases. Spraying
will kill lice. Back scratchers are al-
so very effective.

Cattle grubs or warbles are found
under the skin or hide. They are the
immature form of heel flies. They
cause serious injury by moving
through the muscle tissue of the ani-
mal, by cutting holes in the hides,
and by taking their food from the ani-
mal. Heel flies themselves cause
great annoyance when they attach
their eggs to the hair of the cattle.

Grubs can be destroyed after they
cut their breathing holes" in the
skin. When destroyed early there is
no permanent damage to the hide. By
using a high pressure sprayerat
least 400 pounds pressureand hold-
ing the nozzle not more than 16 or
18 inches from the back, the spray
will penetrate into the holes and kill
the grubs.

A powder may also be used by
those who have only a few head. It
should be rubbed well into the hair

May. Appeals may be filed until the
fifth day this board is in session.

The taxpayer will need evidence to
present his case, as the burden of
proof is on the taxpayer. If his appeal
is turned down, he may then take his
case to the Circuit Court and on up
to the Supreme Court, if necessary.

The committee recommends that
any questions arising on taxes be
taken up with the local assessor.

RATES ON CATTLE
each county in Oregon to select three
or more men interested in the live-
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stock industry to assist in determin-
g the value of cattle for taxing pur-
ses.
Paul Muller, Raymond Crabtree and

Frank Wink worked on this program
and recommended values on the dif-

There are several ways of obtain-
ing money for livestock operations. At
one of the committee meetings, Mer-
ton Stein, manager of the local Pro-
duction Credit Association office, in-
formed the committee that loans are
made mostly with chattels for secur-
ity; however, under certain conditions
unsecured loans are made.

The Northwest Livestock Produc-
tion Credit Association, in Portland,

Beef promotion is a program set
up to sell beef. In simple words, it
is advertising beef to let the consum-
er know just what the stockman has
for sale. In order to increase sales, it
is necessary to let the consumer
know about the different kinds of
meats and cuts so that he may buy

.his
advantage.

If producers gave the same thought
and effort to marketing that they
give to better production practices,
many livestock problems would be
solved. For example, it was reported
that Washington apple growers are
spending 1 per cent of sales for ad-
vertising. The Sunkist Company
spends 2.2 per cent for advertising

After considering some of the prob-
lems of the cattle industry, the com-
mittee believes it is important for
everyone to work together in solving
them. It is too much of a job to be
undertaken by a few. Everyone's help
is needed. These problems pertain
not only to the livestock industry, but

LOANS TO LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS
he said, makes larger livestock loans.
The initial loans are usually in the
amount of $30,000; however, smaller
loans may be granted with the ap-
proval of the local P. C. A. board
through the Farm Credit Administra-
tion at Spokane

Borrowing through the local banks
is another way when producers have
sufficient security.

BEEF P!OMOTWN

ORGANIZATION MEMBERSBIP

ferent grades of animals. All county
figures were computed and, at a state
wide meeting with county assessors,
the values of different grades and
classes of cattle were determined for
tax purposes.

oranges, lemons and grapefruit. The
automøbile manufacturers spend 7

per cent. Beer producers spend I 10

per cent of all sales on advertising.
The Beef Promotion Committee sug-

gests that a 5 cents per head fee be
collected on all animals sold through
markets and county sales. At five
cents per head on a $100 salewhich
would amount to 1/20 of one per cent
it is figured that five dollars would
be returned for every five cents in-
vested in advertising.

The number one problem is not
productionit is marketing.

The Livestock Committee recom-
mends that Beef Promotion be given
more consideration.

to everyone. Meat is one of our most
essential foods One year without
grass (and meat) and the nation
would suffer from hunger.

The Wasco County Livestock As-
sociation has done much to help the
livestock industry. In this county
alone, they have succeeded in getting
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the valuation on livestock lowered
for tax assessmentan amount that
Would pay most people's dues for
several years.

They have contributed several
hundred dollars for beef promotion.
Also, they have worked with the
Game Commission on the deer pro-
blem. Last year they sponsored a
feeder sale which was very success-
ful. They plan on having at least two
sales this coming year, open to all
livestock producers.

They also sponsor and conduct a
livestock auction at the County Fair
for 4-H club members. They send a
representative to all cattlemen's
meetings.

R. A. Crabtree, Maupin, Chairman
E. M. Nelson, County Extension Agent,
Art Appling, Friend
Ted Ball, Wamic
Roy Barnet, The Dalles
Chet Brittain, Wamic
A. J. Brown, Shaniko
T. Leland Brown, The Dalles
Art Clark, Tygh Valley
Lloyd Claymier, Maupin
A. J. Connolly, The Dalles
Ted Davidson, The Dalles
Mose DeLore, Maupin
Ted Endersby, Maupin
Gus Godberson, Mosier
H. G. Hammer, Maupin
Bob Heisler, Dufur

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Anyone interested in livestock may
join the association.

The Cowbelles also have an acti
organization in Wasco County. Th
is an auxiliary associaUon of the
county livestock association with
about 64 members. Mrs. Ann Connol-
ly, of The Dalles, is president. They
contributed $75 toward beef promo-
tion work in 1955. They assisted with
the beef barbecue at the county fair-
grounds; they sold about 60 cook
books containing beef recipes during
the year, and assisted with the Ore-
gon Cowbelles' booth at the Pacific
International Livestock Exposition
last fall. Several pounds of beef were
given away there every day as prizes
in a contest for naming cuts of meat.

Secretary
Anna Hundley, Maupin
Clarence Hunt, Maupin
J. E. Kennedy, Wamic
E. A. Kuck, The Dalles
Carl Mays, Maupin
Tom Morelli, Maupin
Paul Muller, Wamic
James Paulson, Maupin
Henry Rooper, Antelope
Verne Tunison, Maupin
Dewey Wagenbiast, Jr., The Dalles
Kenneth Webb, Tygh Valley
Leonard Weberg, Maupin
Harry Whitten, Dufur
E. H. Wright, The Dalles
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SITUATION IN WASCO COUNTY

The extreme cold weather in early
November, 1955, severely damaged
fruit trees in Wasco County as well
as in other Pacific Northwest produc-
ing areas. Some orchards had more
than 50 per cent of the cherry trees
killed outright. The damage to or-
chards varied from 10 per cent to 95
per cent. The total loss of bearing
w(ood in the district was estimated to
be about 45 per cent.

There was no definite pattern to
this loss, such as differences between
irrigated and non-irrigated orchards,
or between districts In general, the
trees and orchards that were in good
vigor at the time of the freeze with-
stood the effects better than trees
that were already weakened from
having borne a heavy crop, or from
less desirable cultural and manage-
ment practices. Trees on the shallow-
er soil and higher slopes generally
were hit harder, but there were some
exceptions. The young bearing trees
were less severely hit than older trees.

The fruit industry is different
m many other types of agriculture.

The net income from a bumper crop
is nearly always lower than the in-
come received from a smaller crop.
During years when local cherry pro
duction reaches 12,000 tons, the net
income is less than from a smaller
crop. The price on Royal Annes, for
instance, has varied from 8 cents to
18 cents per pound in the past 10
years.

Peaches and apricots are becoming
of minor importance in the county.
The wiestern-X disease of peaches has
taken a heavy toll of trees and produc-
tion during the past few years. Apri-
cots have produced well, but costs for
thinning, pruning, and picking are
high in relation to returns. The cher-

ry acreage has remained quite con-
stant.

Irrigation by sprinklers, mainly
from deep-drilled wells, has continued
to expand. Nearly 50 per cent of the
orchard area is now under irrigation.

Personnel at the Experiment Sta-
tion is conducting work regarding
disease and insect control, fruit va-
rieties, cultural practices, and other
problems.

Problems
The importation of brined cherries

from Italy has an adverse effect on
the local cherry market. About half
of the local production is brined and
comes into direct competition with
the foreign product. By working
through the Cherry Growers and In-
dustries Foundation, a national or-
ganization of cherry growers, the in-
dustry hopes to bring about more
satisfactory tariff protection.

During the time the conference was
getting underway, growers were op-
posing two bills introduced in Con-
gress. One allowed for reclassifica-
tion of commodities with tariffs based
on ad valorem value By changing
the ad valorem value, the tariffs
could be reduced as much as 40 per
cent.

The other bill would set up an or-
ganization for trade cooperation. It
was believed such a group would
have more powerful control, and the
net effect would be for this to work
adversely for cherry producers.

Cherry growers are concerned
about the marketing of cherries in
view of limited outlets and seasonal
supplies. Supplies build up during the
peak of the harvesting season with
resulting drop in prices. The product
is highly perishable, which prevents
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storage for very long, and there is a
definite limit to the amount that can-
ners can use. The balance of the
cherries from Wasco County and from
some other nearby producing areas
go into the brine trade.

In view of these production prac-
tices and problems, the committee
studied the possibility of marketing
agreements for cherries. Bob Eaton
of the Fruit and Vegetable division
of the Department of Agriculture,
Portland, was called in to work with
the committee. George Stadelman, of
the Stadelman Fruit Company, drew
up a proposal covering the essential
objectives of a program for better
marketing. It was agreed that, to be
effective, it must cover the cherry
growers in the Yakima Valley of
Washington and the growers in the
Willamette Valley, Oregon, as well
as Wasco County.

Steps were taken to have this por-
tion of the work done through the
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Fruit and Produce League, a grower
organization. Members of the corn-
mittee met with growers at Yakim
and later with growers from the W
lamette Valley in Portland. The es-
sential parts of the agreement worked
out included asking for a coordinated
program for cherry growers in all the
Pacific Northwest producing areas.
The program would call for the enact-
ment of permissive legislation enabl-
ing farmers to get together under cer-
tain conditions to control supply.
Recommendations

That a broader association of
growers to control cherry production
and improve marketing methods be
formed.

That work be done on sales pro-
motion and tariff protectionS

That more be done towards pro-
motion of conservation and develop-
ment of irrigation.

MEMBERS

Secretary
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Situation

Population
The population has been increasing

rapidly and will continue to do so.
This trend tends to increase the need
for more schools, roads, public util-
ities, and other services, which, in
turn, adds to the cost of the govern-
ment and the taxes paid by the fam-
ilies.

In 1950, 15,552 people called Was-

Income
The average income in 1950 for

each family was $3,269-37.5 per cent
have incomes less than $2,000 and
30.1 per cent of the homemakers

orked as compared to 22 per cent
1940. This percentage has defin-

ely increased during the past five
years. What effect does this have on
the total family life and rearing of
children?

Living Trends

Number of farms
Average size of farms
Operators residing on farms
Operators not residing on farms
Full owners of farms
Part owners of farms
Percentage of tenancy

How old are we?

Number of Persons
Year 1940 Year 1950

co County their home (51 per cent
lived on farms and 49 per cent lived
in the city). Just five years later,
there was an increase of 44 per cent
which brought the population figure
up to 24,540. George M. Henderson,
public relations man for the First
National Bank of Portland, estimates
that the population in 1975 will be
44,000.

Change
Per cent

Education
In the county, the median school

years completed by those 25 years of
age and older are 10.5 (middle of the
junior year in high school).
Churches

From 21 to 25 per cent of the popu-
lation in this county are members of
some church. There are 32 city and
town churches, 5 rural churches, and
27 Sunday Schools.

12.7 11.2
Telephones Farms Reporting 526 511
Electricity Farms Reporting 732 657
Television sets Farms Reporting 110
Piped running water Farms Reporting 630
Home freezer Farms Reporting 213 391
Automobiles Farms Reporting 791

but 957
664,
autos

60-64 579 718 19
65-69 450 610 26
75-84 333 432 23
85 and older 364 99

1950 1954
864 805

1,269.4 1,314.8
759 683

97 116
573 537
176 168

Age Grot p



1 sanitarian, 2 nurses

Hospitals
There are two hospitals with 94

beds which gives an average of 3.8
beds for every 1,000 people. Under
the state plan the goal is four patient
beds for every 1,000 population in
the rural areas

The above statement for our hos-
pital beds is not exactly a true figure
because our hospitals draw from a
much larger area than Wasco County.
Perhaps Klickitat County in Wash-
ington and Sherman and Gilliam
Counties in Oregon should be includ-
ed for a more accurate patient-per-
bed figure.

Wasco County Health Association
The Wasco County Health Associa-

tion, a local non-profit organization,
provides prepaid medical and hospit-
al coverage for all rural residents.
Goals of the association from the
time it was organized in 1950 were
to provide the prepaid coverage, am-
bulance service and a doctor for the
southern part of the county. All of
these goals were achieved when Dr.
James A. Schlichting established of-
fice hours two days a week in Mau-
pin. Dr. Schlichting maintains an of-
flee at The Dálles during the rest
of the week. The medical and hospital
coverage was under-written by the
Industrial Hospital Association of
Portland.

An auxiliary association, known as
the Southern Wasco Ambulance As-

sociation provides for this needed
service. The membership grew to in-
clude 29 rural families, plus some 120
Tygh Valley mill Workers.

This program has been made pos-
sible through hard work and interest
of local people in the southern Wasco
County area who are interested in
improving their community's health,
however, the benefits are available to
all residents of Wasco County.

This program was a direct out-
growth of extension work in the coun-
ty, dating back to an agricultural
planning conference in 1947.

PROBLEMS
The Home and Family Livi

Committee met and discussed ma
problems relating to the home an
community. "Improving Family Liv-
Ing" was the goal that they kept in
mind during their problem discus-
sions and in the final recommenda-
tions.

Education, family, youth activities,
and health, in order of interest, were
the four main fields discussed at the
first meeting.

Tabulation of community organi
zations showed that most towns were
overly-organized and the goals of the
organizations somewhat overlapped.
For example, the small town of Dufur,
which has a population of 420, has
26 local organizations
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Living TrendsContinued
Toilet facilities in Wasco County (The Dalles excluded)

Flush - inside structure exclusive use 889
Flush - inside structure shared 23
Other facilities (including privy) 607
No toilet 38
Not reporting 14

Health Facilities and Medical Care
No. of licensed physicians in 1955 22
No. of people per physician 1,115
No. of dentists in 1955 11
No. of people per dentist 2,221
The Sherman-Wasco County Health Department with 1 doctor,
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations
re presented at the final county

conference:

Community Planning Group
Each community in Wasco County

should form a Community Planning
Group composed of a representative
from each organization. The main
purpose of this group would be to
study the needs of the community and
utilize the facilities of each organiza-
tion in fulfilling those needs. From
the discussion, it was thought that:

There should be more directed
(planned) community activity.

There should be less duplication
of effort in communities.

When we speak about communi-
ties we mean town and farm folks
together.

There is much that can and should
be done in Wasco County communi-
ties in better home and family liv-
ing through such things as more suit-
able and seasonal recreation; greater
effort in getting acquainted, not only
with present residents, but with new-
comers to the community, and with
the various other organizations in

e community; and more individual
endships should be formed and

more visiting should be done in the
various communities. This often re-
suits in being helpful to both farm
and city folks.

5 Each committee member on the
Home and Family Living Committee
should be responsible for instigating
a community planning group in coop-
eration with and with the assistance
of the County Extension service.

6. Some suggestions for concerted
effort of the Community Planning
group through various local organi-
zations would be: beautification of
school, church, park, and other
grounds and sports areas, provision
of pure drinking water; consideration
for the aged and for underprivileged

children; study of local problems
such as schools, churches, farms, etc.;
and support and sponsoring of such
activities as Boy Scouts, 4-H clubs,
etc. This would be done in a syste-
matic and organized way.

This Community Planning Coun-
cil would meet once and perhaps
twice a year. In brief, they would
meet only when the need arose.

These Community Planning
Councils should operate in a way
similar to the County Agricultural
Planning Conference, but would be
on a more local basis. It would be a
continuous type of organization and
would be close to the people at all
times.

In the main, the Community
Planning Council would coordinate,
integrate and facilitate all present
community organizations and activi-
ties and thus ultimately raise the
standard of living of the town and
country families.

Leadership Training
Leadership training should be a

continuing function and responsibil-
ity of the Extension Service, working
through and with this Home and Fam-
ily Living Committee and the various
Community Planning Councils.

It was thought that because of the
importance of local leadership and
what it involves, continuing empha-
sis, stress, and development should be
given this by the local Extension Ser-
vice in cooperation with other agen-
cies and especially those mentioned
above.
The Community Church

The church should be encouraged
to broaden its activities in the com-
munity to better meet the needs of
the people. Also, that the churches
work in harmony and unity through
the Community Planning Council to
provide such things as good neighbor
projects to deal with neighborhood
and family problems.
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Much discussion and many sugges-
tions developed from this recommen-
dation. Most people at one time or
another would like guidance and help.
These may be farm families or city
families.

In many instances, personal family
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visiting is possible, but there needs
to be more coordination in the whole
program.

It is hoped that these recommen
tions will be used as a guide for work-
ing on the problems and needs of
the families and their communities.

Agent (Home Ec.), Secretary
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Mrs. Ann Mason, The Dalles
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4-' e' eoøcma!eee 'et
The 4-H Club is an established part of community life in Wasco Coun-

ty. Our goal is to offer each boy and girl in Wasco County the opportunity
of participation in a 4-H Club, arid to provide the necessary facilities for
club work.

At the January 12 meeting of the
4-H Club committee in The Dalles, it
became apparent that many questions
needed to be answered concerning
4-H Club work. Does the average par-
ent know what a 4-H Club is and
how a youngster joins? Who pays the
bill? Everyone knows about 4-H Club
livestock projects, but are other pro-
jects available that would be more
suitable for young people living in
town? How can 4-H Club leaders work
with other youth activities as the boy
and girl increases in age? Who is re-
sponsible for organizing 4-H Clubs in
the various communities? How can

our 4-H program be administered
more effectively? What can be done
to improve project completions? Is
leadership a problem?

Our committee discussion raised
these questions, but we needed help
in working on them. There were in-
terested people on the committee who
were not directly involved in 4-H.
Their viewpoints and suggestions were
invaluable. A questionnaire contain-
ing pertinent questions was prepared
by members of the committee who
represented most of Wasco County.
This questionnaire was circulated

I9I7 t9551

4-H CLUB MEMBERSHIP HISTORY FOR WASCO COUNTY
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throughout the county. The results
of this study were informative.

Half of the families reported are
active in 4-H Club work. This will
include the majority of all families
with children of 4-H age.

Two communities in particular
are relatively inactive in 4-H,

Very few parents show no inter-
est in their child's 4-H project. Sever-
al show little interest, possibly be-
cause of lack of information concern-
ing 4-H.

A few boys and girls do not have
the opportunity for 4-H Club work.
The reasons checked were: lack of
parent understanding, lack of leaders,
and lack of desired projects being of-
fered locally.

There is always room for more
leaders but the need is not as great
as first assumed. There are other old-
er youth interests, but these do not
compete directly with 4-H.

Some of the older youth are in-
terested in 4-H. Some of those inter-
ested are not in 4-H, mainly because
of lack of desired projects and lack of
understanding and establishment of
the Junior Leader project.

PROBLEMS
As a result of this survey and com-

mittee discussion, the committee de-
cided to work on the following pro-
blems:

To promote parent and commun-
ity interest in the 4-H Club program
and in the 4-H Club members' pro-
jects.

To determine if the policies of
the administration of the Wasco Coun-
ty 4-H Club program can be changed
to better serve all the 4-H Club mem-
bers and leaders.

To improve public relations so
that everyone in Wasco County will
have an accurate understanding of
4-H Club work, what it does and what
are its aims,

To determine a program which
will encourage more people to be-

come adult 4-H Club leaders.
To determine whether the 4_H

Club program in Wasco County c
better serve the older youth.

RECOMMENDATIONS
There should be an evaluation

of all 4-H Club work in Wasco Coun-
ty, its aims, its work and its effec-
tiveness. This should be followed by a
broad statement of basic over-all
policy which should be widely publi-
cized within Wasco County to prevent
misunderstanding about 4-H Club
policies.

There is need for clarification of
policy regarding the family's partici-
pation in the actual 4-H project car-
ried by a member of the family. It
is recommended that the family be
encouraged to work with and at times
lend a helping hand in the project
with the aim being completion of the
project. On the other hand, over-
zealous help by parents is to be dis-
couraged equally. The age of the 4-H
member will determine the amount
and kind of help parents should give.

The county agent should write
a letter to 4-H parents explaining 4-H
Clutb work and furnishing necessary
background information. This should
include: educational information
4-H; discussion of parents' respon
bility to 4-H; and should be followed
by timely letters to parents about 4-H
events, member's accomplishments,
and county fair information.

It is recommended that commun-
ity organizations such as Granges, P.
T A's schools, service clubs, etc.,
be encouraged to sponsor 4-H Clubs
in their respective communities.

4-H Club leaders, members, par-
eñts, and friends should stand behind
and work with Wasco County Fair
Board and the Wasco County Court
in developing new facilities necessary
to service our expanding 4-H and FFA
programs.

Emphasis. on the various 4-H pro-
jects should be equalized. This should
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include equal attractiveness of all the
various 4-H project exhibits.

There should be less emphasis
aced upon high quality workman-

ship as the measuring stick for 4-H
achievements and more emphasis
placed upon actual accomplishments
and 4-H activities such as demonstra-
tions, style revue, and contests. It is
felt that present standards which de-
termine 4-H awards, ribbons, etc., of-
fer all the incentive necessary for the
4-H'ers best work and that further
demands only upset him.

Awards should be given with
emphasis on ribbons, trophies, trips,
and scholarships instead of cash prem-
iums.

4-H summer school scholarships
should be awarded as far as is pos-
sible as awards in county fair and
other county-wide events such as con-
tests, demonstrations, and special
events. Those scholarships remaining
should be picked by a committee of
4-H leaders representing all commun-
ities in Wasco County. A scoring
system of judging these should be
worked out to. aid the selection. This
should include age, 4-H Club interest,
and previous attendance;

10 Demonstrations offer outstand-
g training and should be encour-

aged.
The following program is recommend-
ed:

Demonstration score cards should
be sent to all club members and lead-
ers.

Demonstrations should begin with
9 and 10-year old members with
their demonstrations being at club
meetings. Progress should be gradual
and interesting to the 12 to 14-year-
oJd groups.

It is the leader's responsibility
to see that demonstration teams and
individuals from clubs be prepared
before giving the demonstration pub-,
licly.

When 4-H club members prepare

a demonstration, they should be al-
lowed to show it at the county fair.
If the 4-H Club members themselves
desire a run-off day, this should be
included as part of the program.

4-H fair scheduling should be
studied to see if more efficient use
of time can be attained and used for
demonstrations.

There should be a place to give
demonstrations without unnecessary
outside interference.

There should be a practice dem-
onstration day to help 4-H members
improve their demonstration tech-
niques.

There should be a demonstration
judge at fair time, and time sched-
uled for demonstrations,

The name "demonstration" should
be avoided wherever possible.

There should be more livestock
projects becoming progressively more
advanced. These advanced projects
should be focused more toward busi-
ness enterprises than for show pur-
poses.

Horse clubs should ride in 4-H
Clubs separate from adult riding
clubs. Space should be provided for
horses as soon as possible on the
grounds and time should be allotted
for horse club events at the fair.

We should attempt to have
more uniform judging at the county
fair.
It is recommended that:

More 4_H leaders should be
trained as judges and exchanged with
neighboring counties.

4-H leaders should understudy
judges.

The record book other than the
workbook-type of record book should
not be considered in placing the pre-
mium upon the project material.

Judges should be instructed in
the understanding of children.

14 Leader training should include
techniques on dealing with the first-
year club member and with the first
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meeting the new member attends.
The use of demonstrations by the
leaders themselves should be includ-
ed.

Age limitations should follow
those of the state policy. Twelve years
of age should be considered the ab-
solute minimum age for entering
judging, other contests, and demon-
strations at the state fair.

The county agent should start
a newspaper column and he should
tie this column in closely with his
radio program. The agent should use
more 4-H Club members and leaders
in this main media programing.

4-H Clubs should work out
programs to give to service clubs,
P. T. A.'s, granges, etc., on National
4-H Club Week and other occasions.
Also, 4-H Clubs should sponsor in
their communities, programs, teas,
potluck dinners, etc.

4-H Club leaders should be pre-
sented to the people as leaders, not
teachers, in their club relations.

Information on judging poli-
cies, 4-H contests and events should
be distributed throughout the county.

20 Thursday night at the county
fair should be set aside as 4-H Club
night and a grandstand show should
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be presented by 4-H Club members.
Possible events are horse club events,
tractor driving contest, outstandi
demonstrations, etc. It is recommen
ed that there be no charge levied for
this night's show.

The committee found that find-
ing the leader is not the beginning
point for 4-H organization. When the
parents' and the community's inter-
est and understanding in 4-H is de-
veloped, excellent 4-H leadership is
attained, also. Therefore, it is recom-
mended that new leaders be develop-
ed through community interest and
activity.

Club leaders should be trained
so they can show the junior leader
how valuable his effort is to the club's
success.

Junior leaders should be re-
cognized as givers of service to the
community and be organized by
means of a few meetings tailored to
satisfy their quest for knowledge and
to furnish social activity they may
desire.

4-H activities such as style re-
vues, demonstrations, judging con-
tests, etc., should be considered more
important than construction and ex
hibition of projects.
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