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From: Cusack, Kate
To: Cusack, Kate
Subject: OSU federal newsletter
Date: Friday, February 29, 2008 2:19:02 PM


Hello-
 
This is the first of periodic e-mails that I will be sending about issues related to the federal
relations work in which OSU is engaged. 
 
As some of you know, I joined OSU in early November. The last four months have been a
whirlwind in which I have become acquainted with OSU’s programs, leadership and some of
OSU’s faculty and staff.  In that timeframe, I have worked closely with colleagues to develop
OSU’s 2008 Federal Agenda. 
 
OSU Federal Agenda
To view the OSU Federal Agenda please visit:
  http://oregonstate.edu/government/docs/fedagenda2008-2009.pdf
 
I’d like to thank everyone on the federal agenda team and all the departmental folks who
contributed to this work.  While we were certainly in a time crunch, the work product was
superb.
 
On February 13, President Ray presented OSU’s 2008 Federal Agenda to the Oregon
Congressional Delegation in Washington DC.  The delegation responded warmly to our
focused agenda and committed to helping further OSU objectives. 
 
The OSU Federal Agenda includes earmark requests for numerous projects.  All proper forms
were filed with the delegation offices.  I’d like to thank the PI’s for their work on these forms
and support letters for their projects.
 
Over the coming months I will be working with the Research Office and Deans and faculty to
consider a number of changes in how we solicit and evaluate proposals for projects to be
included in the Federal Agenda.  If you have suggestions for improvements please do not
hesitate to send them to me.
 
Visits to Washington, DC
Many OSU faculty and administrators visit Washington, DC for a variety of purposes.  It is
important that OSU has a presence in DC and when traveling across the county for meetings,
it may be valuable for employees to connect with the Oregon Congressional delegation or
federal agencies.
 
I am attempting to track visits to DC made by OSU faculty and staff and I would be happy to
assist with strategy and scheduling for such visits.  If you are planning a trip to DC, please let
me know, and we can determine whether and how best your time might be used in working
with the Oregon delegation and federal agencies.  If you have an assistant who handles your
schedule, I will work directly with that person for scheduling purposes. 
 
Federal Policy
As you are aware, there are hundreds of bills that have direct or indirect implications on
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OSU.  I know that many of you are members of associations that keep you informed about
legislation that affects your work at OSU.  I have a good working relationship with the
delegation members and their staffs.  If you hear about federal legislation and feel it is
important for OSU to weigh in, please contact me and I will work with you to find the
appropriate way to share our position with Congress. 
 
Likewise, if there are broad budgetary issues – such as agency budgets – that you would like
to weigh in on, please contact me. 
 
Some of you have direct dialogues with staff and members of our delegation.  I believe those
are important relationships.  I just ask that you please keep me in the loop so I am not caught
off guard when working with the same people.  By working together we can enhance each
other’s credibility on the Hill.
 
Federal Lobby Reform
Congress recently enacted lobby reforms which primarily affect the reporting of lobbying
efforts.  The new reporting requirements require additional reporting and disclosures. 
Because these rules are so new, lobbyists are still analyzing them and trying to understand
their implications.  I will be in touch with the OSU community regarding any internal process
changes.    
 
Future Federal Relations Newsletters and Contact Information
I know this message has become rather lengthy so I will stop for now.  I will send periodic
messages with relevant information.  If you do not want to receive these e-mails, please let
me know.  And please feel free to forward this message to others who may be interested.  If
you cc me when you forward the messages, we will add the addressees to the list.
 
In the meantime, if you have a matter you’d like to discuss or if you’d just like to talk with
me about general federal relations issues, please contact me (contact information below).  I
spend most of my time in the Portland office but I frequently travel to Corvallis.  I also spend
about 6-8 weeks out of the year in Washington, DC.
 
Best,
Kate
 
Kate Cusack
Director of Federal Relations
Oregon State University
Mobile: 503-891-3332
Portland: 503-553-3445
Corvallis: 541-737-6320
 





