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By Quentin B. Zielinski

OREGON'S
extensive peach-variety

testing program now includes
more than two hundred varieties. This
bulletin places the results of this test-
ing program in the hands of Oregon
peach growers. It is intended to serve
as a guide to commercial fruit growers
in their selection of varieties for plant-
ing. Because of changing market de-
mands and the introduction of superior
new varieties by plant breeders, the
variety situation is changing rapidly
in Oregon. Certain old varieties are
now being discarded and new varieties
are being planted. This report on the
present evaluation of peach varieties
in Oregon may serve as a guide to the
most promising new varieties available
for new peach plantings.

Peach variety descriptions

The brief variety descriptions that
follow, in most cases, are not adequate
for identification purposes. They do
give some idea of the appearance,
season of use, quality, and value of the
variety. This conservative list includes
only varieties that have assumed some
commercial importance or that have
been tested sufficiently to show promise
or potential value.

Commercja
Arp Beauty

The early-ripening Arp Beauty,
often referred to as Arp, originated as
a chance seedling by C. P. Orr, at
Arp, Texas, and was introduced in

The varieties checked (,/) are those
that are the most important commer-
cially and should be favored in plant-
ing for the general peach market. Those
starred (*) are promising for trial and
for the most part are now becoming
available from Oregon nurserymen.
Varieties not marked are either new
and have gone beyond the first pre-
liminary testing and warrant further
trial or are old and are recommended
only under special conditions.

A number of older varieties are
being replaced by more promising sorts
and these are noted in the descriptions.
Definite statements cannot be made as
to the future value of new varieties;
all varieties are subject to acceptance
by the trade. Furthermore, they may
develop unexpected weaknesses during
the so-called test years or test winters
when extreme temperatures may pre-
vail.

As far as possible, the varieties are
listed according to their time of ripen-
ing, commencing with those which
ripen first. Since seasonal conditions
and geographical factors often affect
the time of maturity, the actual dates
of ripening in a restricted area are
often not applicable to another region.
Consequently, in this bulletin, maturity
information comparisons will be made
with standard well-known varieties.

I Varieties

1902. The Arp has been one of the
best among the very early yellow-
fleshed varieties in Oregon. Ripening
41 days before Elberta it is especially
desirable for the early roadside trade.
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The Arp is an attractive round-to-oval-
shaped yellow peach with medium
blush and semi-freestone. The short
thick pubescence makes this variety a
highly attractive basket peach. The
only variety competing with Arp for
the early fresh fruit market has been
Admiral Dewey. The latter variety,
however, though yellow-fleshed and
partially freestone is nearly worthless
as a commercial fruit. Fruits on Ad-
miral Dewey, in contrast with Arp,
have heavy pubescence, are unattrac-
tive and tend to be small in size and
softer. The trees of Arp are healthy,
vigorous, and hardier in bud than the
average variety. Fruits of Arp do not
handle too well and are poor in pro-
cessing quality. Several new varieties,
such as Dixired, Early East, and
Starking Delicious ripen with or be-
fore Arp and Experiment Station tests
show them to be superior to Arp in
size, quality, and attractiveness. This
variety is now being replaced in new
plantings with more highly colored
varieties of firmer texture for easier
handling.

Golden Jubilee
The variety Golden Jubilee (Elberta

X Greensboro) was originated by the
New Jersey Experiment Station and
introduced in 1925. It was developed
as a type to replace Carmen, an early,
white-fleshed semi-clingstone variety
that was difficult to handle because of
its soft texture. Golden Jubilee ripens
28-30 days before Elberta, and a few
days before Carmen. It develops a
bright yellow skin color; it is fully
freestone; but it ripens too rapidly for
harvesting and best commercial han-
dling. In Oregon it is an attractive
peach of good color, size, and flavor.
In addition to the short ripening period
of this variety the individual fruits
do not soften uniformly. There is a
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pronounced tendency in this variety
to soften along the suture first while
the remainder of the fruit remains
hard and green. The variety bears well
and sets consistently good crops in
Oregon. Growers find it difficult to
handle because of the tender skin
which easily bruises and because nearly
all of the peaches ripen at one time
and quickly drop from the tree. This
variety does not require much thinning
under Oregon conditions and the fruit
size is usually large. Golden Jubilee
has been one of the better yellow-
fleshed freestone peaches in its season.
It is a good canning peach but it is
difficult to handle in processing because
of its softness. The tree is vigorous
and broad-spreading with a tendency
to be well opened at the top. This
variety has been planted only to a
limited extent in Oregon, usually by
the smaller peach growers who sell on
roadside markets and need a variety
for this season. In recent plantings
Golden Jubilee is being superseded by
Redhaven, Fairhaven, and Triogem.
Two additional new varieties for this
same season are Missouri, an open-
pollinated seedling of Sunbeam, from
the Missouri State Fruit Experiment
Station and Prairie Sunrise from
Illinois. The horticultural character-
istics of the latter two varieties are
now under evaluation.

Rochester

The Rochester originated as a
chance seedling on a farm near Roch-
ester, New York and was introduced
in 1912.

Among the early ripening varieties
the Rochester peach has been more
widely planted than any other, and
it still constitutes nearly 10 per cent
of the Oregon peach crop. The Roch-
ester, an old variety, is still popular
with some growers in spite of its



faults. It ripens several days before
Early Crawford and with Golden
Jubilee. It has a long picking season,
and it is a highly dependable producer.
The fruits are medium to large, tend-
ing to be more round in outline than
Early Crawford, yellow with mottled
red over-color. The flesh of the Ro-
chester peach is stringy and thick,
moderately firm, with red coloring at
the pit. The fruit is juicy, sweet, and
appealing in flavor. Although the Ro-
chester is classed as freestone there is
a tendency for this variety to be a
semi-clingstone in certain seasons. The
Rochester is a late blooming variety
and very productive under Oregon
conditions. It appears to be well a-
dapted to most of the peach districts
of the state. The trees are vigorous
growers and tend to be more upright
than Elberta. Strong scaffold limbs
able to support large crops of fruit are
characteristic.

A number of undesirable traits of
the Rochester may be noted. Heavy
pruning and fruit thinning are neces-
sary to achieve fruits of desired mar-
ketable size. The fruits are often not
particularly attractive, being heavily
coated with fuzz. The fruits tend to
be variable in size and are subject to
brown rot and split pits in certain
seasons. The Rochester has poor pro-
cessing qualities and is suitable only
for fresh fruit purposes. In recent
new plantings the Rochester is being
replaced by such improved varieties as
Redhaven, Early Halehaven, Fair-
haven, and July Elberta, which have
superior processing qualities and which
are more attractive in appearance.

V Halehaven

Introduced from Michigan in 1932,
this excellent variety is a cross of
J. H. Hale and South Haven. It is
one of the oldest of the many so-called

"new" peach varieties. Extensive com-
mercial plantings of this variety have
been made in Oregon; it is popular
both with growers and consumers. It
is a decided improvement over older
varieties of its season, and it has been
a profitable variety for many growers.
It is a yellow-fleshed freestone type
that develops a pronounced red blush
extending over half the fruit. It ripens
two to three weeks before Elberta, and
is probably one of the most widely
planted of the fairly new peach varie-
ties. It is very productive and the fruit
crop sizes up quite satisfactorily. It
is high-colored even to the extent of
becoming too dark and dull in some
seasons. The skin of the fruit possesses
a heavy pubescence which detracts
somewhat from its appearance. The
flesh is of high quality but the fruit
is difficult to handle because of soft-
ness. The fruit resembles J. H. hale
in shape, having uniform and equal
halves and few split-pits but it is
smaller in size and much less attrac-
tive. In processing tests the Halehaven
is considered only average or less in
quality since the flesh tends to be
rather coarse, rather dark, and notice-
ably stringy. Thus Halehaven should
be grown only as a fresh market va-
riety for local consumption. The tree
is large, vigorous, and upright-spread-
ing in growth with strong stocky scaf-
fold branches. The fruit and leaf buds
are considered to be very winter hardy.
The trees are easy to prune and make
desirable orchard trees particularly
because of their ability to carry heavy
crops with a minimum of limb break-
age. The Halehaven peach is still a
very creditable variety and is still
rated as above average in overall
quality. However, because of its soft,
stringy more-or-less coarse flesh when
processed, it should be planted only
for local consumption and particularly
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for fresh fruit use where its excellent
flavor and aroma can be best appreci-
ated. New varieties of this season or
earlier such as Redhaven and Fair-
haven also posses the fine fruit quali-
ties of Halehaven but they are far
superior both in handling qualities and
for freezing and canning purposes.

V July Elberta or Burbank Elberta
The July Elberta (Plant Patent No.

15) was originated by Luther Bur-
bank, and named in 1931. This popular
peach is unfortunately misnamed since
it is not of the Elberta type. It more
nearly resembles the Halehaven in
shape and size but it does not develop
as much red color under Oregon con-
ditions. The fruit is yellow-fleshed,
freestone, usually medium in size,
round and only fair in quality. Tests
have shown it to be inferior in both
fresh and processing quality to Sun-
high, Goldeneast, and Halehaven, in
this same season of ripening. The flesh
is dark red at the pit and the flesh is
also tinged with red. Observations in
Oregon show that July Elberta does
not have the attractive appearance of
other varieties and its fruit does not
cling to the tree as well when ap-
proaching maturity. The tree is
healthy, strong, and moderately vigor-
ous but tends to grow more upright
than is desirable in a commercial type
tree. Heavy topping-back is usually
necessary when pruning. Strong scaf-
fold limbs are characteristic and little
difficulty is experienced from limb
breakage. It often tends to overbear,
requiring careful thinning to obtain
desirable size. Several western Oregon
growers have found July Elberta to
be a profitable variety because of its
productiveness and consistent bearing.
Due to its many faults, however, only
further production experience will
show whether or not it can compete
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with other varieties of its season such
as Sunhigh, Goldeneast, Halehaven,
and Veteran which are more desirable.

Slappey

The Slappey is one of the oldest
peach varieties grown in Oregon and
at one time it was a favorite for home
canning. Its origin is obscure, but it
was described in 1903. Shortly there-.
after it was introduced into Oregon. A
few commercial orchards of limited
size are still to be found, but few
new plantings are being made because
of premature death of bearing trees
and susceptibility to many diseases.
The fruit is usually medium to large
in size, round-conic to flat in shape,
with a deep prominent suture. In some
strains and in some areas, the suture
tends to be rough and warty in appear-
ance. The outer fruit color is a pale
yellow and not particularly attractive.
The flesh is a deep dull yellow color,
and the pit is fully freestone, even
when picked somewhat immature. The
skin of the fruit is rather tender, very
smooth, and quite thin. Consequently
the fruits are difficult to handle and
ship unless picked when quite hard.
The flavor of the fresh fruit is espe-
cially mild, rather bland, and generally
lacking in character, flavor, and aroma.
The color of the canned fruit is dull
and dark and it lacks aroma, flavor,
and texture. The trees are vigorous in
growth tending to produce many up-
right branches. The trees usually pro-
duce many erect, densely growing, wil-
lowy suckers that necessitate heavy
annual pruning and reshaping of the
trees. The trees appear to be rather
susceptible to several fungus diseases
resulting in considerable dieback and
they have also been noted as being
sensitive to burning from certain spray
materials. The growth habits of the
tree, the susceptibility to diseases, and



the poor fruit quality have caused this
variety to lose its former popularity.
This variety is now being replaced in
new plantings by such superior types
as Sunhigh, Halehaven, Western
Pride, and Eclipse.

Early Crawford

Probably the oldest peach variety
still found growing in Oregon, the
Early Crawford, originated as a chance
seedling in New Jersey in 1832. Most
growers and fruit testers will agree,
that even now, with the myriad of ex-
cellent varieties released in recent
years, the Early Crawford is stTll tin-
excelled in quality. The fruit has pleas-
ing aroma with a distinctive rich taste.
The fruit is very fine in texture, ten-
der, and abundantly juicy. The flesh
is tinted a bright red immediately adja-
cent to the pit while the remainder of
the flesh is a clear bright golden color.
For many years the Early Crawford
variety was one of Oregon's most
popular freestone varieties. The fruit
is large, firm, round to roundish-
oblong, uniform with equal halves and
with a broad, deep cavity. The skin
becomes brightly splashed with red
where exposed to the sun but on the
underside is golden yellow. The pu-
bescence is moderately thick and the
skin separates readily from the pulp.
The fruit matures in early mid-season,
about 16 days before Elberta. The tree
is large, vigorous, upright-spreading
with a round top, but it tends to de-
velop narrow weak crotches. Growers
experience considerable limb breakage
with this variety when occasional
heavy yields are obtained. The Early
Crawford is also noted as being rather
late in coming into full bearing in
Oregon.

This variety is rapidly going out of
production in Oregon because of un-
productiveness, uncertainty in bearing,

and relatively short-lived trees. The
fruit is very uneven in its ripening
tendencies and the fruit handles poorly.
In processing tests, particularly for
freezing, the Early Crawford is some-
what inferior to many varieties as a
commercial variety, yielding an un-
attractive product. The especially fine
flavor of Early Crawford is the reason
a few orchards still persist; it is still
very popular with some for home
canning.

In recent plantings the Early Craw-
ford is being replaced by such varie-
ties as Western Pride, Veteran, and
Halehaven, though these varieties do
not have the canning quality of Early
Crawford.

V Early Elberta
This variety, often referred to as

the Improved Elberta in Oregon, is
somewhat similar to the original El-
berta except that it matures six or
seven days early and is of better
quality. The blossoms are very large
and showy in contrast to the medium-
sized ones of standard Elberta. It is
more roundish in shape, has less fuzz
and is a brighter golden color than
Elberta. The flavor of Early Elberta is
very rich and pleasant and it lacks the
bitterness often found in standard
Elberta. Most processors prefer Early
Elberta to the original and Experi-
ment Station tests verify the reasons
for this preference. There is some ten-
dency for the flesh to cling to the pit
if harvested before fully ripe but this
is seldom a difficulty. In some areas
the dormant buds appear to be quite
tender to winter freezes. However,
barring extreme winter conditions
Early Elberta, like the Elberta, is one
of the most dependable fruiting varie-
ties. The tree is large, vigorous, up-
right-spreading with a moderately open
top. The trunk and branches are strong
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and smooth and adequately support
commercial crops without excessive
breakage.

Numerous strains of so-called
"Early Elberta" have been introduced
from time to time by nurserymen
and others, but many of these have
proved disappointing. In many cases
the varieties did not ripen earlier than
the standard Elberta; in other cases
the fruit was either identical to or in-
ferior in quality and productivity.
Many "improved" strains of Elberta
have been tested at the Oregon Experi-
ment Station. It is now evident that
many of the Early Elberta or Im-
proved Elberta peaches currently avail-
able from Oregon nurserymen are
similar to or possibly have been de-
rived from the Gleason strain, origi-
nated by Sumner Gleason in Utah.
Early Elberta is a distinct new variety
differing from Elberta in blossom and
fruit type and ripening at least one
week earlier. The Gleason strain of
Early Elberta or an apparently identi-
cal one has become preeminently suc-
cessful in Oregon; it is definitely valu-
able as a commercial variety. Nearly
all of the Elberta-type peaches now
being planted in Oregon are of this
improved variety. The Early Elberta
now being propagated in Oregon is
recommended for commercial planting
in Oregon. This strain is best identified
by nurserymen in the nursery row by
the presence of leaf-scars on the stems
above the leaf petiole on young vigor-
ous juvenile wood. The Early Elberta
should not be confused with either
the June or July Elberta, varieties of
an entirely different nature.

Elberta

In the older established plantings
of the state the Elberta peach leads
all other varieties in numbers of trees.
Elberta originated as a seedling grown

8

by S. H. Rumph, Marshallville,
Georgia in 1870. Elberta has long been
the standard of comparison for com-
mercial peach varieties, yet its popular-
ity is now on the wane in Oregon with
preference being given to the Early or
Improved type. No other peach is the
major commercial variety in as many
peach districts in this country as El-
berta. Its paramount position, however,
is not due primarily to excellence in
quality but rather to its productivity
and dependability under diverse
weather and soil conditions. In addi-
tion, the fruit characteristics of Elberta
make it one of the best commercial
handling varieties. For many years
processors have considered it highly
acceptable. The fruit and tree char-
acteristics of Elberta are too well
known to require detailed elaboration.
The fruit is large, handsome, and vell-
flavored; it ships and stores remark-
ably well. The Elberta is uniform,
fully freestone, and notably free from
split pits in Oregon. At Corvallis, the
Elberta ripens about September 1, or
about a week after Early Elberta. The
skin is thick and tough; it separates
readily from the pulp and bears a
heavy coarse pubescence. The Elberta
variety, though it has led all other
varieties in popularity is not without
some serious faults. In the colder
areas the trees and fruit buds are not
as hardy as might be wished. While the
Elberta is highly popular with pro-
ducers, the processing quality is not
the best. Canned Elbertas may possess
a bitter taste if not fully ripe when
picked, and frozen Elbertas turn brown
quickly when thawed in contrast to the
non-oxidizing character in some of the
newer varieties. In addition the dull
yellowish-green skin color and the
heavy pubescence makes the fruit less
attractive than many other varieties.
In many of the new peach plantings



in Oregon, growers are giving decided
preference to Early Elberta over the
old standard Elberta and so far it
appears to be an equally dependable
produce r.

V J. H. Hale
Among the later varieties, J. H.

Hale is second to Elberta in impor-
tance in Oregon, being especially popu-
lar in southern Oregon and parts of
eastern Oregon. The J. H. Hale origi-
nated as a chance seedling found by
Mr. J. H. Hale about 1910 in Con-
necticut. Many producers consider the
J. H. Hale as possibly the most at-
tractive peach in existence, though
within recent years some are favoring
the newer bright red sorts. When it
is well grown it has ample red color
with a pleasing rich golden-yellow
ground color. Many of the choicest
specimens are now being marketed
through the extra-fancy gift box trade
in Oregon. The fruit is exceptionally
large, spherical, and very firm for a
freestone variety and stands handling
and shipment as well or better than
any other variety in its class. The fesh
develops a considerable amount of red
pigment around the pit but since this
variety is not canned extensively in
Oregon this is not too objectionable.
The red pit pigment is often an at-
traction in frozen peach packs and the
variety is acceptable for this purpose.
J. H. Hale ripens 4 or 5 days after
standard Elberta under Oregon con-
ditions.

The tree characteristics of J. H.
Hale are far from the best. Fnless
grown under exceptionally favorable
cultural conditions the trees are gen-
erally weak and less vigorous than those
of Elberta. It does not produce viable
pollen and another variety must always
be planted as a pollinizer. Any of the
self-fertile peach varieties are suitable
as pollinizers if they bloom at the same
time, but for cultural and marketing
reasons, usually Elberta or Rio Oso
Gem is used. It is a common practice
to alternate two rows of pollinizers
with four rows of J. H. Hale though
other arrangements may be equally
satisfactory. The cost of producing
J. H. Hale is generally considerably
higher than the cost of producing El-
berta, on a tonnage basis. This is due
to the lower yield per acre of the
former and also to the more costly
and exacting cultural practices re-
quired to produce premium grade fruit.
Normally, however, this is more or
less compensated for by the higher
price per ton paid for J. H. hale
peaches.

In the Willamette Valley the J. H.
Hale variety has not proved a satis-
factory variety. In this area it does
not size well nor does it develop the
beautiful finish obtainable in warmer
areas. In addition, the fruits of J. H.
Hale often develop cracks along the
suture, with many fruits having split
pits. The trees lack seriously in vigor
in these cooler areas and are generally
somewhat short-lived.
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Guide for Selecting Your PEACH Varieties
Average Average

Ripening Dale Variety Flesh Color Best Use Ripening Date Variety Flesh Color Best Use

July 10 World's Earliest All All August 24 Redrose White Fresh, Freeze
Tulip White Fresh Veteran Yellow Fresh
Mayflower Goldeneast Yellow Fresh

Ambergem (cling)
Ideal
Eclipse

*Blake

Yellow
Yellow
Yellow
Yellow

Fresh, Can
Fresh
Fresh
Fresh

July 20 Uneeda
Dixired
Admiral Dewey

White
Yellow
Yellow

All
Fresh

July 25 Early Wheeler White All Herbhale Yellow Fresh
(Red Bird Cling)

Cherry Red
Early East

Yellow
Yellow

Fresh August 27 Summer Rose
Redelberta
Summercrest

White
Yellow
Yellow

Fresh
Fresh, Can
Fresh

July 30 Early Rose White All Sullivan Early Elberta Yellow Fresh, Can, Freeze
Erly Red Fire Vihite Fresh *Redcrest Yellow
Fisher Yellow Brewster Yellow Fresh

August 5 Arp Beauty All Fresh August 30 Belle of Georgia White Fresh, Can
Sunbeam Yellow Fresh, Can, Freeze Early Elberta Yellow Fresh, Can
Dixigem Fresh, Can, Freeze Prairie Clipper Yellow Fresh
J erseyland Fresh *5jngold Yellow Fresh
Prairie Dawn Fresh September 1 Elberta All Fresh, Can, Freeze

August 10 Raritan Rose White Fresh Halegolcl Yellow Fresh
Redhaven Yellow Fresh, Can, Freeze Redskin Fresh, Freeze

*Missouri Yellow Hale Harrison Brilliant Fresh, Can, Freeze
Prairie Sunrise
Oriole

Yellow
Yellow

Fresh September 5Fresh J. H. Hale
Lovell

All
Yellow

Fresh, Can, Freeze
Fresh, Can

August 10 Cumberland White Fresh, Can Halberta Giant Fresh
Golden Jubilee Yellow Fresh, Freeze Fay (Gold Medal) Fresh, Can, Freeze
Prairie Daybreak Yellow Fresh Shippers Late Red Fresh, Can, Freeze
Golden Glow Yellow Fresh 5Gemmers Late Elberta

*Yates Late Elberta
*Ranger YellowAugust 15 Prairie Rambler Fresh

Fair Beauty Yellow Fresh
Fresh

Corvallis Fresh
Early Halehaven Yellow

Fresh, Freeze September 8 'White Hale FreshNewday Yellow White
Fairhaven Yellow Fresh, Freeze Rio Osa Gem Yellow Fresh, Can
Nectar White Fresh Afterglow Yellow Fresh
Western Pride Yellow Fresh 5Goodcheer Yellow

*Red Gold Giant Yellow Fresh
*WildroseAugust 18 White *Constiti,ition Yellow Fresh
Vedette Yellow Fresh, Can Fertile Hale Yellow Fresh
Golden Globe Yellow Fresh

Fresh September 10Fireglow Yellow Laterose White All
Triogem Yellow Fresh, Can, Freeze Frank (cling) Yellow Fresh
Southland

*Prairie Rose
Yellow
Yellow

Fresh, Can, Freeze '4, Lizzie Yellow
Fuzzless-Berta (Nectarine) Yellow

*Loring Yellow Shotz Late Hale Yellow
5Fallate White

August 20 Hiley White Fresh, Can, Freeze
Fresh

*Honeygeni Yellow
July Heath (cling)
Rochester (Pacific Gold)

White
Yellow Fresh September 15 Augbert Yellow All

Southhaven Yellow Fresh Late Elberta Yellow Fresh
July Elberta Yellow Fresh, Can, Freeze Autumn Yellow
Valiant Yellow Fresh *Frostqueen White
Sunhigh
Prairie Schooner

Yellow
Yellow

Fresh, Can, Freeze September 25
Fresh, Can

October Krummel Yellow Fresh

Slappey Yellow Fresh Superior new varieties in bold face.
Halehaven Yellow Fresh * Untested new varieties.



While over 200 peach and nectarine
varieties and selections are being cur-
rently tested, the following list includes
only those which have appeared note-
worthy in these trials. A number of
very recent seedlings and selections
that appear to have exceptional prom-
ise, according to reports from the
originators, are not listed since they
have not yet fruited in Oregon. The
following varieties are listed in order
of maturity. The star (*) indicates
promising for trial.
* Cardinal

The Cardinal peach, a recent intro-
duction of the U. S. D. A., closely re-
sembles Dixired (see below) in fruit
and tree habits, with the exception that
it matures 4 to 5 days earlier. For
the early market basket trade, where a
highly attractive fruit is needed, it
gives considerable promise. The fruit
is clingstone but this is not too ob-
jectionable for a peach of this ex-

tremely early season. The Cardinal is
medium in size like Dixired, round
with very light pubescence. The fruit
is partially covered with a bright red
attractive blush over the bright yellow
under color. Under limited tests in
Oregon the trees of Cardinal are pro-
ductive and moderately vigorous. The
blossoms are medium-sized and self-
fertile. This variety has been fruited
only on a limited scale in Oregon and
additional time will serve to indicate
the relative hardiness and adaptibility
of Cardinal in Oregon. It should suc-
ceed where Dixired can be grown. Like
the latter, Cardinal is also a selfed
Halehaven seedling.
* Dixired

Among the very early peaches,
Dixired is a promising new variety in
Oregon. It is a highly colored yellow-
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fleshed, bright red variety. The fruit
is a semi-clingstone type of excellent
quality for this season. Dixired ripens
six weeks ahead of FJberta and two
weeks earlier than Golden Jubilee. It
matures with the variety lneeda which
it will probably replace. The fruit is
medium-sized, round with nearly equal
halves with very light pubescence and
covered with an attractive bright red
blush. The tree is moderately vigorous,
productive, upright to somewhat
spreading. Dixired may replace Arp
Beauty, Fisher, Admiral Dewey, and
Mayflower in Oregon. The fruit at-
tains high color several days before it
is mature. Fruit color develops well
even in shaded portions of the tree.
The fruit is unusually firm for an
early variety of this season and it is
easily handled in local marketing.

* Jerseyland

The first yellow-fleshed, fully free-
stone variety that will stand up well
under commercial handling is Jersey-
land. It ripens 4 weeks ahead of El-
berta and a few days before Golden
Jubilee. The fruit is large, at-
tractive, yellow-fleshed, and exception-
ally firm. It is an excellent early
variety for freezing purposes. The tree
appears to be quite vigorous and
hardy; it sets fruit buds freely and
produces good commercial crops. The
buds of Jerseyland are considered
hardier than Elberta. This variety, if
not overplanted, may well be profitable
for an early variety in Oregon.

* Dixigem

This new U. S. D. A. variety ripens
2 or 3 days after Jerseyland and 5
days earlier than Golden Jubilee. The
fruit is medium-sized and ovate; it is
early, attractive, and yellow-fleshed,



with a light pubescence. The dessert
quality is high and it is a superior sort
for both canning and freezing because
it is nonbrov.ming. The flesh is firm,
but melting, fine textured, and good
flavored. Trees of Dixigem are vigor-
ous, upright to slightly spreading, and
very productive. This variety is worthy
of further trial on a commercial basis
particularly for local market use.
Eventual grower and processor accept-
ance could make this a profitable va-
riety to plant in Oregon.
* Redhaven

This early peach developed in Michi-
gan ripens 4 weeks before Elberta, its
season usually overlapping with Dixi-
gem. It is a yellow-fleshed, medium-
sized fruit that is well colored with a
brilliant red. It has high dessert quality
and is excellent for canning and freez-
ing, being a nonbrozetning type. It is
classed as a freestone but it often
clings too much in Oregon to be used
as a commercial canning or freezing
variety. Fruit is small in size unless
heavily thinned. It is particularly well
adapted for home canning and freez-
ing. Trees are vigorous and highly
productive, producing an abundant set
of fruit buds. Redhaven is rapidly
becoming a commercial variety in
Oregon.

* Early Halehaven
Early Halehaven (U. S. Patent No.

325) is identical in appearance with
Halehaven but ripens 5 to 7 days
earlier. (See Halehaven, page 5).

* Prairie Dawn
Originated and introduced as an

early variety by the Illinois Experi-
ment Station in 1946, the Prairie
Dawn produces fruit medium to large,
attractive, with yellow ground-color
partially covered with a light reddish
blush. The flesh is fairly fine in tex-

ture, tender, and juicy. When picked
tree ripe it is fully freestone. Prairie
Dawn ripens 4 to 5 days before Fair-
haven and 30 days before Elberta. The
tree is very vigorous under Oregon
conditions and it has produced ade-
quate sets of fruit for a commercial
crop.
* Prairie Daybreak

This is another promising new va-
riety from Illinois, and whether or not
it succeeds in Oregon will depend
largely on its competitive ability with
Dixigem and Redhaven, ripening in
that season, during the last week of
July. The fruit is attractive, large,
oval, clear yellow skin, medium pubes-
cence with only an occasional reddish
blush. The flesh is fine textured, firm,
light yellow, tender, sweet, and moder-
ately juicy with no red coloring around
the pit. The trees are vigorous and
upright-spreading; they usually set a
good commercial crop of fruit.
* Fairhaven

This new variety ripens a week be-
fore Halehaven and at the end of the
Redhaven season. Fruits are medium
to large, nearly round, with a bright
golden color and an attractive red
blush. The flesh is yellow, fine-tex-
tured, firm, and good-flavored; the
flesh does not brown when exposed to
air, a very desirable feature in pro-
cessing. The skin is smooth and very
tough. The fruit is a freestone when
fully ripe. Trees of this variety are
vigorous and form strong scaffold
limbs. It is very productive like both
Redhaven and Halehaven but sizes up
better. This variety produces a heavy
crop of fruit buds. Growers will need
to do more pruning and thinning than
on less productive varieties. Fruit buds
are more resistant to winter freezes
than Elberta and it has set well under
adverse pollination conditions.
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* Triogem
A firm, yellow-fleshed freestone

peach of high quality, ripening 2 to 3
days later than Golden Jubilee and
2 weeks before Elberta, the Triogem
is very attractive; it is a good shipper,
and an excellent variety for this sea-
son. The trees require good care, fer-
tilizer, and adequate thinning to obtain
large fruit size. It is rated above aver-
age for canning and freezing. It is of
high quality; it peels easily, is fully
freestone, and makes an attractively
colored pack. Triogem is suggested as
a good variety for local market and
for home processing. Some commer-
cial plantings of this variety have been
made in eastern states.
* Southland

This new variety ripens approxi-
mately 16 days before Elberta. The
fruit is freestone, medium to large in
size, round, with an attractive red
blush which does not become too dark.
Flesh is bright yellow, juicy but firm,
slow-softening, medium textured, of
good flavor and a good shipping va-
riety. Trees are vigorous and produc-
tive, upright to slightly spreading. It
is a promising variety to be further
tested by growers under Oregon con-
ditions.
* Sunhigh

A large, firm, attractive, yellow-
fleshed variety of good quality, ripen-
ing 2 weeks before Elberta. It is one
of the highest in quality for fresh,
frozen, and canned uses. Occasionally
the fruit is not fully freestone if picked
too immature. Flesh is finer textured
than Halehaven, firmer and less
stringy. It is a very promising variety
in Oregon to be tested by progressive
growers in a moderate way. Only addi-
tional time and observation will de
termine its true value as a commercial
peach in Oregon.

14

* Veteran

This is a promising mid-season
Canadian introduction. The flesh is
fairly firm. The fruit is round, medium
in size, and bright yellow with a slight
blush. It is one of the best among a
series of recently named Canadian va-
rieties. The fruit has a fairly coarse
texture and the quality is rated as
good. It ripens 10 days before Elberta
and is one of the best for this season.
It has rated above average in canning
and freezing trials.
* Sullivan's Early Elberta

A bud sport of Elberta found in an
orchard in Georgia, this variety ripens
7 days before the parent variety. It
is nearly identical in tree and fruit
characteristics. In some eastern states
it is replacing Elberta as a commercial
variety. It resembles Elberta so closely
that the season of marketing and pro-
cessing Elberta-type peaches can be
considerably extended.
* Prairie Rambler

This is another new peach from Il-
linois ripening 3 days after Elberta
and competing therefore with the Fay
Elberta or Gold Medal. The fruit is
large to very large in size, round to
oval in shape with a medium pubes-
cence, and often with an attractive light
red blush. The flesh is firm, juicy, sub-
acid with a spicy flavor, bright yellow,
and freestone. It has some red coloring
at the pit. The texture is fine. The
fruits are easily handled, ripening
evenly, and they hang well on the tree
until picked, with a ripening range of
7 to 10 days. The tree is large, vigor-
ous, upright-spreading, and tends to be
shy in bearing.
Rio Oso Gem

The Rio Oso Gem is attaining con-
siderable popularity in some sections,
especially in the Medford area. The



fruit is large, round, and freestone,
ripening 7 to 10 days after Elberta.
Quality is only fair to good. Fruit
produced in the Willamette Valley is
unattractive due to a rough suture con-
dition characteristic of this variety.

The tree is a weak grower and pro-
ductive only under the best cultural
conditions. It is often used as a late
variety for pollinizing J. H. Hale in
the Medford area.

VARIETIES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR COMMERCIAL PLANTING

Varieties listed in this group are undesirable under Oregon conditions and
should be dropped from the Oregon peach variety list. Some may be good
enough in themselves but they are inferior to newer varieties of the same
season.

Admiral Dewey Fertile Hale King Primrose
A fterglow Fisher Krummel Radiance
Alexander Early Red Bird Late Crawford Red Crest
Alton Foster Laterose Red Rose
At-p Giant Freestone Lawrence Rochester
Babcock Goldenglobe Lovell Salwey
Buttercup Hale's Early Massasoit Suthhaven
Candoka Halberta Maytlower Summercrest
Carman Hardee Mikado Valiant
Champion Hardy-Berta Muir Vanguard
Corvallis Ideal Nector Viceroy
Early Crawford July Gold Newday White Hale
Early Rochester July Hale Oriole Wildrose
Early Charlotte Kaihaven Pacemaker World's Earliest

FOR THE HOME ORCHARD IN OREGON
A SUGGESTED LIST OF PROVED PEACH VARIETIES

0 Non-browning after thawing

Variety

Early vane ties
Arp Beauty
Redhaven*
Rochester
Fairhaven*

Mid-season
July Elberta
Halehaven
Southland*
Slappey
Veteran

Late varieties
Sullivan's Early Elberta
Early Elberta
Elberta
J. H. Hale

Approximate
Ripeninq Date Use

Fresh
Fresh, Can, Freeze
Fresh
Fresh, Can, Freeze

Fresh, Can, Freeze
Fresh, Can
Freeze, Can
Can
Can, Freeze

Can, Freeze
Can, Freeze
Can, Freeze
Can, Freeze
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July 19
July 27
August 2
August 7

August 9
August 10
August 12
August 13
August 17

August 23
August 26
September 1
September 1



The principal diseases of peaches are
brown rot, blight, and leaf curl. The
insects most frequently damaging
peach trees and fruits are Western 11-
Spotted Cucumber Beetle, Peach Twig
Borer, Peach Root Borer, Bud Moth,
and Aphis. For recommendations deal-
ing with the control of these peach
disorders orchardists are referred to

The purpose of variety testing is to
evaluate as quickly as possible the con-
stantly increasing number of new va-
rieties originating as chance seedlings
and bud sports and from planned plant
breeding. The variety test, therefore,
has an important function in attempt-
ing to obtain an unbiased evaluation
of new varieties for commercial pur-
poses, largely relieving the fruit
grower and nurserymen of this expen-
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Pollination Requirements

Diseases and Insects

Variety Trials

tion. Since provision must be made for
occasional years of extremely unfavor-
able weather it appears advisable that
no tree be planted more than 2 per-
manent rows (40 feet) from the pol-
linizing variety. This allows pollination
of blocks of 4 rows if a pollinizing
variety is placed on each flank. V7ith
the relatively large number of good
pollinizers available, which are also
desirable varieties, the pollinizing trees
should be planted preferably in rows.
Where self-unfruitful varieties such
as J. H. Hale are being grown, bees
are recommended in commercial or-
chards, spaced one or two hives to the
acre, to insure adequate cross-pollina-
tion.

Oregon Station Circular of Informa-
tion, 476, February, 1954. "The Con-
trol of Diseases and Insect Pests of
Peaches in Western Oregon." In-
formation is given on the most serious
of the diseases and pests and at the
end of the circular the spray program
is summarized into a chart.

sive task, and offering guidance to
growers in what varieties to plant and
equally as important what not to plant.

Oregon is unique in its highly di-
versified climate, soil, and topographic
conditions. These factors combined
with varying market conditions and
changes in market preferences make
it difficult to arrive at a stable or
standard reference list of varieties.
Varieties lists cannot remain forever

The greater proportion of the va-
rieties listed in this bulletin are self-
fruitful and may be planted in solid
blocks of one variety. A few varieties,
however are unfruitful, having non-
viable pollen and these require the
presence of a fruitful sort. Self-un-
fruitful varieties are

Candoka Mikado
Chili Pacemaker
Chinese Cling Sargents
Hal-berta Tuscan Cling
J. H. Hale Vimy
Japan Cling

Recommendations concerning the
best planting plans for mixing poi-
linizers among self-unfruitful varieties
are based on experience and observa-



unchanged. Improvement in the
quality, productiveness, and vigor of
varieties is expected.

In the past too many varieties of
only mediocre quality have been named
and promoted. Unfortunately this
situation is still largely unchanged. The
peach variety testing program in Ore-
gon is particularly designed to de-

termine the possible merits and limita-
tions of newly named varieties.
Through the Branch Experiment Sta-
tion system it is now possible to ap-
praise rather quickly new varieties for
their adaptability to growing, handling,
and marketing in the several peach
districts of Oregon. As soon as a
better variety is available the less de-
sirable ones should be discontinued
in future plantings.

It should also be recognized that
many considerations other than simple

eating quality of a fruit are involved
in determining the merits of a new
variety.

It should be superior to other
standard varieties with which it would
compete in its ripening period.

It should be free from disease
or other weaknesses in both tree and
fruit.

Its fruit should be of good size
and of superior dessert or processing
quality.

WIts trees should develop adequate
sets of fruit buds, possess winter and
spring hardiness, and develop a strong
desirable tree type.

The "pet" varieties of dubious merit
that originate in various places, but
which are in no way superior to other
sorts, should be definitely rejected by
growers.
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The testing of peach varieties in
Oregon is a cooperative state-wide
project involving the time and experi-
ence of a number of workers. The
author of this bulletin wishes to ac-
knowledge the valuable assistance
given by the following cooperators
in the testing program: T. P. David-
son, E. S. Degman, F, N. Hoffman,
A. L. Gross, H. J. O'Reilly, G. G.
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COMPOSITE CHART PICKING DATES OF PEACHES
U.S.C. EXPERIMENT STATION CORVALLIS, OREGON
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