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The New ]Thtrneso1i Slale Capiloll

The evolution of a State has in it that which stirs the imagination.
The first slow, gradual, taming of the wilderness, of those vast, rolling
hills, prairies, and wooded areas where unmanned tempests ride and reign,
and again the advance from low log cabins, earthen shacks, and scattered
scratch-farms to dwellings and farms of more pretension, and then the
more rapid advancement to greater farms, comely villages, and ambitious
cities, and so, on and on to greater and better things as the world
advances, excite our liveliest imagination and challenge our admiration.

I am moved to these hasty reflections by a present event in the growth
and history of the State of Minnesota, the completion and occupation of
its magnificentand I use the word thoughtfullynew marble Capitol.

The various
Capitol buildings
of a State stand
as gigantic mile-
stones along itsjThI historical trail.

- They mark, in a
I It JI more or less em-rr phatic way, the

line of cleavage,
or division be-

rite Centl House, St. Paul, 14'here the Frtt Minneiota Territo,ial tween the past
Legisfafure Met. L,ected in and present, or

present-future: set off, in a way, one era against another. And right
effective standards, or markers they are, as betokening progress in refine-
ment, in the arts, sciences, and literature of a state and nation.

What astonishment would show upon the countenances of the mem-
bers of the first legislature of the Territory of Minnesota, who met, in
1849. in a rough log hotel on the left bank of the Mississippi river at
St. Paul, could they have looked in upon the legislature of the State of
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The First Capitol of Minnesota. Erected 1851-3.

the same name, in 1905, comfortably ensconced for the first time in a
structure costing, all told, $4,5oo,000!

Minnesota is fifty-five years of age, having become a Territory in
1849. The present Capitol is the third one, two having been outgrown.
The first one was commenced in 1851, was completed in 1853, and was
burned to the ground in the spring of i88i during a night session of the
legislature. It was from the portico of this first Capitol that Wm. H.
Seward, in i86o, delivered his well-known speech in which he prophesied
that the ultimate seat of government and power on this continent would
be not far from where he then stood.

Within twenty-four hours of the burning of the first Capitol the
legislature had made an appropriation for another one. This was com-
pleted in 1882 and it cost $275,000. It was an inferior structure and it
was recognized from the start as being, really, a temporary makeshift.

During the legislative session of 1891 measures were passed which
resulte(l in the erection of the present building. The first appropriation
was made in 1893 and the limit of cost for the necessary grounds and
construction proper, was placed at $2,000,000. Subsequently this limit
was raised to $4,500,000, every dollar of which has been disbursed with-
out the least breath of scandal, and for which a full equivalent has been
rendered in labor or materials.

The site of the new Capitol is well hack from the Mississippi river
and the business center of the city, yet convenient to the latter. It is
well elevated and comprises nearly eight acres of ground with a prospect
of additional acreage being obtained. The building is easily visible from
all parts of the city and travelers can view the lofty pile from nearly, if
not quite. all the railway trains passing through the city.

The design of the building was obtained through competition. Forty-
one designs were submitted and the successful one was adopted after
mature consideration and after consultation with Edmund M. Wheel-
wright, of Boston, consulting architect.
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TIre Second Capitol at Minnesota. E,ecte,i 1881.2.

NORTHERN PACIFiC RAiLWAY 7

The successful competitor proved to be Mr. Cass Gilbert, an architect
of St. Paul, who was made superintending architect and under whose
direction the structure has been constructed.

Ground was broken on May 6, and the first stone laid on June 23,
1896. On July 27, 1898, the corner-stone was laid, with appropriate
ceremonies, by the late Hon. Alexander Ramsey, under whose administra-
tion, as the first Territorial Governor from 1849 to 1853, the first Capitol
building had been erected. The late Senator Cushman K. Davis delivered
a suitable address upon the occasion.

The Capitol is of the Italian Renaissance order, quiet, dignified, chaste,
and noble in appearance.

It is 433 feet in length and 228 feet wide, exclusive of entrance steps;
the east and west wings are each 120 feet and the north wing is io6 feet
6 inches, wide; the dome which has an external diameter of 89 feet, rises
220 feet from the ground, and the cubical contents of the building exceed
5,000,000 feet.

It is an interesting fact that most of the material used in construction
and finish is Minnesota product, in fact the Capitol may be said to he a
standing exponent of the resources of Minnesota in the line of building
materials.

A free use has been made of concrete in the footings, and a local
blue limestone has been used in the area walls. The main foundation
walls and piers are of Winona, Minn., limestone; the foundations for the
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8 WONDERLAND 1905

dome are of Kettle River, Minn., sandstone; the facings of the exterior
basement walls are of St. Cloud, Minn., granite; and the interior walls,
vaults, and the backing of exterior walls, are of Minnesota brick. The
facings of the main exterior walls and of the large dome are of Georgia
marble.

Around the rotunda there stand eight monolithic granite columns each
twenty-nine inches in diameter and twenty feet long. These are made
from Ortonvihle, Minn., and Rockville, Minn., granite. These pillars are
finely polished and form one of the most effective pieces of ornamentation
in the building.

One of the most beautiful and pleasing stones used for polished
interior finish is a softly yellow Kasota, Minn., stone. Those who are

The New Capito of Minnesota. 4ght, ISOO, H.. & Wright.

familiar with Kasota stone only as used for exterior work will, upon
seeing it thus employed. be most agreeably surprised. The effect is very
striking and beautiful and by many it will be mistaken for a handsome
marble.

Of exogenous stones used, there are Illinois stone and Tennessee and
imported marbles for floors; Echaillon marbles, Skvros and Breche
marbles for stair railings and columns: Fleur de Peche marble in the
Senate chamber. and white Vermont marble in the Supreme Court room.

As the work has progressed, an effort has been made to keep pace
with the rapid improvement in both practical and artistic construction in
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such public structures as this, and the finest
buildings in the countrythe Capitol at
Washington, various state Capitols, the
Congressional Library at Washington, the
Public Library at Boston, etc., have been
carefully and critically studied.

Enlightened legislatures have supple-
mented, by increased appropriations, the
efforts of the Capitol Commission and the
architect to provide the best that could be
secured, and the building tands as the
third or fourth notable one of its class in
the country. As an evidence of this there
are to be found in the building sculptures
and mural paintings and decorations by

opyrtght, l. Ro. k Wright
Bit of lug Rotanda and Main Hall , Daniel Chester French, Elmer E. Garn-

Minnesota State Capitol. sey, John La Farge, Edward Simmons,
Douglas Volk, F. I). Millet, E. H. Blashfield, II. 0. \Valker,
and Kenyon Cox. Some of French's subjects are Wisdom, Justice,
Truth, Bounty, etc. Many of the paintings represent scenes and
occasions of historical interest in the life of the State, such as the
Discovery of St. Anthony Falls by Hennepin, the Treaty of Traverse
de Sioux, a Red River Cart, etc. Paintings of such subjects by such
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artists not only have a real and historic value, but show the application
of sound common sense on the part of the commission, architect, and
artists. The cost of these decorations exceeded $230,000.

The building is thoroughly fireproof and well lighted; the sanitary,
steam heating, and electrical arrangements are of the latest methods;
the halls and corridors are large and imposing. and the rotunda and
dome are splendid examples of their kind. The Capitol faces to the
south and the Senate occupies the west wing, the House of Representa-
tives the north wing, and the Supreme Court the east wing. The Min-
nesota Flistorical Society occupies quarters in the basement and the many
State officials and Boards are amply provided for on the various floors.

Minnesota takes a just and honest pride in its new Capitol and invites
every traveler to the Northwest to stop a day in St. Paul to visit and
admire it. The legend on the Great Seal of the State. L'etoile du Nord
The Star of the Northmay very aptly be applied to the new Capitol
itself.

Sc_ Chamber, New Minnesota State Ca'itot. cebt. I. U... & Wngbi.
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In all the early history and adventurous exploration of the nearer
Northwest, Lake Superior bore an important part. It was the great
highway, or waterway, by which many of the holy Fathers and early
voyageurs and adventurers made their way into the wilderness beyond
Sault de Ste. Marie. Groseillers and Radisson coasted the south shore of
the lake in 1659-6o(?); in i665 Father Claude Allouez followed; Father
Marquette came in 1669; du l'Hut, or DuLuth, appeared in 1679 coming
from the south, however. Verandrve, in 1728 ci .ccq, traversed the lake
in his various explorations to the Winnipeg country and the Rocky
mountains. And so it continued!

Tile name Superior seems to have its origin in tile fact that this
body of water is the highest. largest, and the Superior one of tile chain
of Great Lakes. Father Aliouez called the lake, Tracy, after tile gov-
ernor-general of Quebec but tile name did not hold. The Indian name,
as given by Father Verwyst, a reliable authority, is Kitciugami. mean-
ing a large body of water, or Big-Sea-Water, as Longfellow puts it.

Geologists tell us that this is one of the oldest parts of tile earth,
that the rocks which rise along Superior's shores are of tile Laurentian
period. Prehistoric man delved here with his implements of stone, ham-
mering into crude shapes and ornaments the copper for which the re-
gion is now well known, and which was remarked upon by the very
earliest white explorers.

In giving us the beautiful Hiawatha. Longfellow. whether inten-
tionally or unintentionally, exploited one of the most attractive, health-
ful, and interesting parts of the United States. From Minnehaha Fails
to Kitchigami is not a far cry. The "Lake Superior Limited" of tile
Northern Pacific speeds across tile country in five hours, a much shorter
time than the Ojibwas traveled it in the (lays when Hiawatha and
Minnehaha did their courting. As the traveler looks out upon this land
of tile Ojibwa, as it may well be called, from the observation car of the
"Limited," he is impressed with the fact that it is a goodly land. It is
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a part of what is now
-. .

known as the Lake
Park region, a land of
many thousands of

LIdulating

prairies rich
lakes, of elevated, un-

and fertile; a region
where the prairie ozone
gives health and
strength, where the
lakes and streams teem

- with the various species
of the finny tribe, and

where feathered gamegrouse, quail, (lucks, etc., are most plentiful,
except in an unpropitious season, which rarely occurs. Large game
bears, deer, and moose abound in the northern portion.

The Lake Park region itself is an extended one. It reaches rest, on
the main line of the Northern Pacific, as far as Detroit and Lake Park,
includes the country tributary to Fergus Falls, Battle Lake, Glenwood,
and Morris on branch lines south and west from the main line, and it
stretches far up to the north, embracing the Brainerd-Deerwood coun-
try and the wide expanse of rolling prairie and lakes of which Leech lake
and 13emidji are the center. It is the eastern edge of it that is cut by
the Northern Pacific's "Duluth Short Line" between the Dual cities and
the Head of the Lakes, the road formerly the St. Paul and Duluth, and it
is on this line that the Interstate park at Taylor's Falls on the St. Croix
river, a most interesting spot, is found.

While the "Duluth Short Lin&' marks, practically, the ancient route
of the Ojibwa trails between Kitchigami and Minnehaha, the Indians
themselves are rarely to be found there now. But around Leech Lake,
near Walker and vicinity, and on the White Earth reservation north from
Perham and Detroit, these people are gathered, some of them as primitive
as in the time of Marquette and Hennepin, others, white men to all intents
and purposes.

Throughout this region there are to be found many beautiful summel
resting spots having comfortable hotels where one can live close to na
ture and at moderate expense.

Very closely connected to this healthful and attractive lake region
historically and otherwise, are the shores and islands of Superior, the
Big-Sea-\Vater. The many fine steamers which ply the Great Lakes
bring to these shores and islands and to the mainland north, west, and
south from Duluth, during the summer, throngs of humanity anxious
to escape the heat and various inflictions of less cool and favored regions.
Low summer excursion rates between the interior cities of Minnesota

An ()jhwi Birk Horn, th, Leech Like Country.An Ojibwa Bark Home in the Leech Li. Country.
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and the picturesque places on Lake Superior, stimulate local travel and
afford to others an opportunity of "doing" the Minnesota northwest
at a minimum of expense.

Duluth, Superior, Bayfield, Washburn. and Ashland are places on
the south shore where comfortable accommodations may be secured by
those who desire to escape hay fever or to simply enjoy life on the
cool shore of the lake. The Apostle Islands, near Bayfield, Washburn,
and Ashland, are a very interesting group of islands that figure promi-
nently in the accounts of the earliest explorers on Lake Superior.

Two Harbors, Grand Marais, Grand Portage, Fort William, and Port
Arthur, the two latter in Canada, are points on the north shore con-
venient of access from Duluth.

In the annals of the early days frequent mention is made of the island
of Minong and of fragments of copper found there and on the main-
land. The island of Minong is now Isle Royale, a large, elongated
island with many satellite islands, lying south from Port Arthur near
the north shore. Although in such close proximity to the Canadian
mainland the island belongs to the United States and is a part of Mich-
igan. It is between forty and fifty miles long and from four to eight
or ten miles wide. It is one of the most beautiful and picturesque re-
gions imaginable and it is said to be a fact beyond dispute that no
hay fever has ever been known on the island. It has many beautiful
harbors, winding water passages, and coves along its shores, and it is
certainly a spot of rare attractions for a summer vacation, particularly
for those who love the water and fishing. do not care for ostentation,
and who are satisfied with plain. everyday living.

Stanch, modern-built steamers run daily on varied
schedules between Duluth and the points heretofore
named, Isle Royale being visited on either outgoing or
incoming trips. A most enjoyable water tour, where
one has not time to stop over at any place, is to make

-
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Lake Sally, near Deiroil, Lake Park Region, Minnesota.

the round trip from Duluth to Grand Marais, Port Arthur, Isle Royale,
back to Port Arthur and return to Duluth, visiting thus, the principal har-
bors and summer places on Isle Royale. On this trip the steamers stop
at several points, notably Port Arthur, long enough to enable passengers
to go ashore and look about a bit. Port Arthur is an interesting Canadian
town on Thunder bay, and the entrance from the lake is certainly an
impressive one. On the north Thunder Cape rises, a grand old bluff
1,300 feet high that has buffeted the winds and storms of centuries; on
the south shore the hills south of old Fort William attract the eye, while
between these hills and Thunder Cape there ranges a series of islands
one of them, Pie Island, being a large, prominent one rising I,2oo feet
out of the waters of the lake.

There are three places at Isle Royale where tourists may obtain good
and comfortable accommodations. These are \Vashington harbor, at the
extreme western end of the island and about 150 miles from Duluth,
and Rock harbor and Tobin's harbor at the eastern end of the island.
There are no Waldorf-Astoria or Auditorium hotels on the island, but
there are comfortable hotels and cottages, some of the latter being half
canvas half wood.

The scenery is charming; the water is clear and smooth; the small
islands are innumerable, well timbered, and of every conceivable shape,
style, and size; the lake fishing is superb; the views from elevated points
looking out upon the broad lake are refreshing and restful, and the
roar of the booming surf as,

"Loud from its rocky caverns, the deep-voiced neighboring ocean
Speaks, and in accents disconsolate answers the wail of the forest,"

is glorious to the ear and sets the pulses a-tingle.
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may well lay aside your
cares and burdens at
home and make your
way to the unpreten-
tious lodges on this
wind-cooled island or
on the rocky shores of
the ancient Arrow-
maker and his people,

New Aerial Bridge, Duluth. copyright, Ji.Cr.doII Mh.
and fish aiid bathe and

boat and gather "Greenstones" and "Thompsonites" and REST.
The island is of moderate elevation above the lake and abounds in

fine camping nooks. Its shores are picturesque and at most points easy
of access, there are many trout brooks flowing into the big lake and
there are several lakes found in the interior. There are small boats and
launches for the use of guests, at the different hotels, and there are
many fishing camps scattered throughout the group of. islands where
lake fishing as a business is carried on during the season. There are
no finer fishing grounds to be found than here, and on the wild, prime-
val, virgin country on the north shore there is as grand big-game bunt-
ing now as when the Ojibwas alone possessed the laud. As a matter
of fact there is a large area there where there are few whites to be
found as yet.

While the natural, physical characteristics of Isle Royale and the
whole Kitchigami region are entirely of the higher order and are but
little known by the mass of travelers and tourists, the wonderfully
pure and life-giving climate of the lake country constitutes perhaps its
strongest claim upon our attention.

There is, I think, no gainsaving the fact that, all in all, no section
of the United States is a greater natural sanatorium and more fully pos-
sesses those desirable qualities of climateelevation, purity of water, air.
soil, etc , than (toes the Lake Superior and Minnesota country. The cool
lake an'l prairie breezes, freighted, more or less, with the odors from the
northern pine forests, carry health and .vigor with them. The vast
water surface of Lake Superior and the io,000 small lakes in Minne-
sota have a healthful. purifying influence upon the climate and life.
Ability to endure, freedom from petty ills, and longevity are noticeable
among those who live here. Those who come from low-lying, malarial,
lifeless climates to the tingling, heartening, pulse-throbbing, vivifying
breezes and scenes of these high-lying old Laurentian hills and waters.
are almost born again.
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Nalure Sculpiure

Medora, North Dakota, in the Heart of the Badlands," or Pyramid Park, on Little Missouri River.

Most of us have got beyond the jnit where we are surprised at any
of the manifold forms in which Nature reveals herself to us. We mar
never before have seen some particular phase of her work and may un-
derstand but vaguely, if at all, how the result was accomplished, but
we are now, usually, prepared for an' new manifestation of her pro-
cesses and handiwork upon which we may stumble, expectedly or un-
expectedly. -

One of the most effective and interesting forms of Nature's work is
erosion, or Nature sculpture. It is often presented to us in most start-
ling, even grotesque fashion. Under certain conditions such as prevail
in many parts of the West the results are so striking as to cause one to
often wonder if one be really awake or dreaming. Erosion is that pro-
cess of nature by which the latter endeavors to bring all parts of a re-
gion to a common base level. The mountains and hills are denuded,
or reduced, and the valleys and hollows are filled up with the debris
from the hills. The agencies by which this work is carried fo'ard are
rain, frost, ice, snow, rills, winds, rivers, etc., and the process is, neces-
sarily, a slow one. In the West the work of erosion is seen on a tre-
mendous scale, and in particular regions the effects are of the most
startling sort and the nodus o/'erandi is, at the same time, more easily
grasped and understood.
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A Fine Example of Nature Sculpture in Pyramid Park.

A part of the West
where nature sculpture is
found on a grand scale and
where its results are to be
seen in a most vivid, fan-
tastic, and unique manner
is iii the Northwest, along
the Northern Pacific rail-
way in western North
Dakota and eastern Mon-
tana. As the traveler sees it this consists of two sections, one of which
Medora, N. D., is the center, the other, beyond Medora and across an
elevated plain, or plateau, and seen at its best in the neighborhood of
Glendive, Mont. The two examples, while manifestations of the same
laws or principles, are very different and contrasting in their effects.

In a general, terse way these localities are known as the Mauvaises
Terres, or Badlands. To the picturesque country about Medora the
name Pyramid Park has been given, and this well fits its physical char-
acteristics.

It cannot be too often or too forcibly stated that the phrase Badlands
is a most unfortunate misnomer.

Owing to the very fact that erosion, or nature sculpture has done its
work so thoroughly here, the region is, naturally, a difficult one through
which to make one's way. The abrupt declivities, cut banks, interlac-
ing ravines, gullies, hills. etc., made trailing across it in the early days
very hard indeed, and the old vo'yagcurs therefore called it Mauvaises
Terres pour traverser, or Badlands to travel through. This name was

applicable to it but the curtailed one
gives the erroneous impression of
worthlessness, whereas the region is
a very valuable one both for stock-
raising and for the coal found.

The Medora Badland country, or
Pyramid Park, is drained by the Little
Missouri river. The Northern Pacific
winds clear across it working its way,
by careful engineering, down and
through it, twisting among its buttes
and knolls, its ravines and hills, to the
river and then, crossing the stream,
climbing out again to the open,
upland prairie beyond. The eastern

A Characleris tic View in the Pyramid I'.. Region, North Dakota,
Showing line of Sculptured Cliffs.
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NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY 27

Petrified Tree Stamp, Pyramid Park.

end of the region is reached at Fryburg, a sidetrack at the divide
beyond Dickinson.

Almost at once the strange, spectacular land with its quaint, fantas-
tic forms here, and its very regular, symmetrical cones and hills there,
bursts upon the sight.

As the train gathers headway down the grade and speeds along
swiftly and vet more swiftly, swinging in different directions and bring-
ing the landscape under the eye in kaleidoscopic fashion, the scene be-
comes a bewildering one. Vast beds of lignite coal underlie the re-
gion and in the ravines and railway cuts black coal seams and beds are
descried. These coal beds have burned over extended areas and at
others are now burning, and largely to these burned out beds is due
the brilliant, flaming coloring that is

omnipresent.
The geological conditions are such that

nature sculpture has here had an oppor-
tunity to do its best. There is a dearth of
hard, resisting rock-beds with the result
that the erosional agencies have washed,
carved, sculptured the landscape most
deftly, gracefully, symmetrically and per-
fectly. A common form is that of the
cone, a large number of conic and pyra-
midal hills being visible wherever the eye
turns. Other rounded and graceful forms
are seen and at those places where the for-
mation is of harder materials, tenacious
clays, perhaps, or rocks, there appear lines
of cliffs more or less furrowed and castel-
lated. At many places the figures are so
perfect and real it seems as if human design and manipulation must
have formed them. Of course the strong, varied, almost garish
coloring, under some lights, of browns and blacks, white and neu-
tral tints, with the deep pinks and reds predominant, adds tremendously
to the general effect, making it at times appear almost bizarre. But,
after all, the nature sculpture is what impresses one the most as the
scene is more carefully studied. That such unbridled agencies as wind,
rain, frost. and running water can produce such sculptural figures is a
never-ceasing wonder.

Farther west, beginning on Glendive creek and continuing beyond
the town of Glendive, along the Yellowstone river, another type of ero-
sion is seen. Here the high lights and colors are wanting. browns, drabs,
grays and accordant tints only, being found. But here there are more
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rocks, and the effects
are of an entirely
different sort. Pil-
lars, colum ns, statues
stone men, are
found both massed
together and soli-
tary.

The pillars are of
easily erodable
material surmounted
by quaint irregular

A Hunter's Camp in the "Badlands," Showing Nature-S cuiptured Buttes, caps of rock which,
resisting the action of the elements, has allowed the softer material
beneath to be slowly washed and wind-carved into the original and
novel figures now visible.

The two erosion districts described, and so juxtapositional, afford the
railway traveler a fine object lesson, none the less effective because a
flying one, of the great contrasts and variety possible in nature sculpture.
Once understood in moderate degree even, what it all means being par-
tially grasped, the lesson is one of value and will never be forgotten.

As an appropriate conclusion I append Theodore Roosevelt's descrip-
tion of some of this nature sculpture. His old ranch, which I visited
years ago, was in the heart of the Badlands, south from Medora, and the
excerpt, taken from Hunting Trips of a Ranclznian, which was, I believe,
written at this ranch, follows:

Our route lay through the heart of the Bad Lands, but of course the country
was not equally rough in all parts. There were tracts of varying size, each covered
with a tangled mass of chains and peaks, the buttes in places reaching a height
that would in the East have entitled them to be called mountains. Every such
tract was riven in all directions by deep chasms and narrow ravines, whose sides
sometimes rolled off in gentle slopes, but far more often rose as sheer cliffs,
with narrow ledges along their fronts. A sparse growth of grass covered certain
portions of these lands, and on some of the steep hillsides, or in the canyons, were
scanty groves of coniferous evergreens, so stunted by the thin soil and bleak
weather that many of them were bushes rather than trees. Most of the peaks
and ridges, and many of the valleys, were entirely bare of vegetation, and these
had been cut by wind and water into the strangest and most fantastic shapes.
Indeed it is difficult, in looking at such formations, to get rid of the feeling that
their curiously twisted and contorted forms are due to some vast volcanic up-
heavals or other subterranean forces; yet they are merely caused by the action
of the various weathering forces of the dry climate on the different strata of sand-
stones, clays, and marls. Isolated columns shoot up into the air, bearing on their
summits tlat rocks like tables; square buttes tower high above surrounding de-
pressions which are so cut up by twisting gullies and low ridges as to be almost
impassable; shelving masses of sandstone jut out over the sides of the cliffs; some
of the ridges, with perfectly perpendicular sides, are so worn away that they stand
up like gigantic knife blades: and gulches, wash-outs, and canyons dig out the
sides of each butte, while between them are thrust out long spurs, with sharp
ragged tops.
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Montana became a Territory on May 26, 1864. The Civil War was
then at a most critical stage, Grant being in the midst of that bloody
series of campaigns which began with the battles of the Wilderness. The
convention which renominated Abraham Lincoln for the presidency was
about to meet at Baltimore, and l)etween that fact and the terrible fight-
ing and heavy losses in the battles in
Virginia, public opinion was at an acute
stage of thought and excitement with
more or less gloom and depression pre-
vail ing.

Montana, although it became a Terri-
tory only twelve days before the Baltimore
convention was to assemble, was from a
liberal standpoint, entitled to a delegate
in that con'ention. But as there was
then no railway west from the Missouri
river and the stage coach journey from the
nearest town in the new territory to the
railway required twenty-five days, it was
manifestly impossible for a delegate to be
regularly appointed in the Territory and
reach Baltimore in time for the convention.
But there were several of the more important men and residents of Mon-
tana in Washington at this time, called there in connection with the
business of territorial admission, and these men determined that, if possi-
Me, the new Territory should be properly represented at the Baltimore
convention. And right here comes in an interesting historical fact.

The first Republican National convention was held in 1856, when
John C. Frémont was nominated for the presidency; the second was the
Chicago convention of i86o, at which time Lincoln was nominated:
naturally, therefore, the third one would be the convention to meet at

Hon. Sidney Edjerfon. Prezident of
Washintton, D. C., Meeting.
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Baltimore. There ex-
isted, however, a
peculiar state of feel-
ing in the country
regarding the prose-
cution of the war and
various questions and
policies growing out
of it. There were,
also, thousands of
old-time Democrats
who believed in the
preservation of the
Union and who, being
known as War Dem-
ocrats, placing coun-
try above party, were
temporarily acting
with the Republican
party. In order there-
fore to avoid any pos-
sible feeling, or any
alienation of these
War, or Union, Dem-
ocrats, the convention
of 1864 was not called
as a Republican con-
vention but as a
Union National convention, which action resolved all such possible dif-

The suggestion, at Washington, that a
delegate be sent to the Union convention
came from Nathaniel P. Langford, then a
resident of Iontana, formerly and for many
years now, residing at St. Paul, Minn. The
suggestion meeting instant approval, a meet-
ing was held at which Hon. Sidney Edger-
ton, then Chief Justice of Idaho and soon to
be appointed the first Governor of Montana,
was made chairman, and Hon. Samuel T.
Hauser, secretary. Judge Edgerton was an
Ohioan and an ardent anti-slavery Repub-
lican, while Mr. Hauser, was a Kentuckian
and a strong Democrat and has since served

ficulties.

Samuel T. Hauser Ex-Govirnor of Moittana and
Secretary of fbashington, D. C., Meeting.
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Fac-Simite of Resolutions Adopted by Meeting of Citizens of Territory of Montana,
at Washington, D. C., Appointing a Delegate to National Union Conven-

tion to be Held at Baltimore, January 7, 1864.
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of it. There were,
also, thousands of
old-time Democrats
who believed in the
preservation of the
Union and who, being
known as War Dem-
ocrats, placing coun-
try above party, were
temporarily acting
with the Republican
party. In order there-
fore to avoid any pos-
sible feeling, or any
alienation of these
War, or Union, Dem-
ocrats, the convention
of 1864 was not called
as a Re pith/icon con-
vention but as a

ficulties.

Samuel T. Hauser Ex-Governor of Montana and
Secretary of I'ashington, D. C., Meeting.
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Union National convention, which action resolved all such possible dif-
The suggestion, at Washington, that a

delegate be sent to the Union convention
came from Nathaniel P. Langford, then a
resident of Montana, formerly and for many
years now, residing at St. Paul, Minn. The
suggestion meeting instant approval, a meet-
ing was held at which Hon. Sidney Edger-
ton, then Chief Justice of Idaho and soon to
be appointed the first Governor of Montana,
was made chairman, and Hon. Samuel T.
Hauser, secretary. Judge Edgerton was an
Ohioan and an ardent anti-slavery Repub-
lican, while Mr. Hauser, was a Kentuckian
and a strong Democrat and has since served
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delegate. One of the members of the convention
to the mode of travel by which one could reach
tana in twelve days, but Mr. Langford's
statement that the resolutions recited actual
facts and that he made no pretension to
having come from Montana since the act
of admission had been passed, satisfied the
convention.

Hon. Thaddeus, or Thad. Stevens, as he
was familiarly known, of Pennsylvania, then
a most influential member of the lower
house of Congress, was an important factor
in securing Mr. Langford's admission to the
convention, as he was thoroughly familiar
with all the facts in the case and he satisfied

3'

as a Democratic Gov-
ernor of Montana.

At this meeting a
set of resolutions in
behalf of the Union
was passed and Mr.
Langford was elected
as delegate to repre-
sent the newTerritory
at Baltimore. The
resolutions, which
Mr. Langford pre-
sented in due time
at the convention and
which he has pre-
served since, aregiven
here from a photo-
graph of the original
record.

\Vhen Mr. Lang-
ford presented these
resolutions and
applied for a seat in
convention he was
subjected to sharp
in terrogatories but
was finally unani-
mously admitted as a
was very curious as

Nathaniel P. Langford. Delegate to National
t',iion Convent,ai,, Boit,mori, 1864.
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the convention on all the points presented, fully corroborating the
resolutions and the statements of the applicant for a seat.

The card of admission used by the first Montana delegate to a Presi-
dential convention was of heavy blue glazed pasteboard 5 by 33/2 inches
in size and is still in Mr. Langford's possession. I give a reproduction
of it from the original.

Two or three facts to be emphasized in connection with this are:
(a) the fortunate presence of the Montana gentlemen in Washington
at this particular juncture and their seizing, promptly, the opportunity
presented; (b) the wording of the call for the Baltimore convention in
such a manner that a Union Democrat like Mr. Hauser could cordially
co-operate with regular Republicans in an embryo convention to select a
territorial delegate; (c) the very short time that elapsed between the
passing of the Congressional Act of Admission for Montana and that
Territory being represented in a Presidential convention, it being, pos-
sibly, the shortest time on record.

IJfliOft ilLtjLnnhi iuiitrntinii.

TO HALL. OF CONVENTION.
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EThSepu1cflre of Lame Deer

Away out in Montana, hidden away among the hills of a gloriously
spectacular region, a little creek meanders its way, unconcernedly to a
larger and sluggish stream which in turn flows into the Rochejaune of
the old French voyageurs, the Yellowstone river of our days.

The little stream has a place in northwestern adventure and history.
In 1876 it was nameless, so far as the nomenclature of the white man
goes, but in 1877 it received its christening.

On June 23, 1876, a fated host was marching up the valley of the
sluggish stream, the Rosebud river, and at night they lighted their tiny
camp fires for making coffee at the mouth of this little stream, well known
to the few survivors of that march as the clear creek on which they
camped that night above the Great Bend of the Rosebud. The war-
riors were Custer's 7th Cavalry who, two days later, were almost com-
pletely wiped out by the satellites of Crazy Horse, Gall, and Sitting Bull,
just across the divide on the Little Bighorn river. The "clear creek" is
now an ever-roily, muddy run known
to geography as Lame Deer creek, and it

-

waters a part of the Northern Cheyenne
Indian reservation. After Custer's battle ..
and defeat, for it was no massacre, there
were stirring times in this region. The
country awakened with a start, and the mil-
itary marched up and down and over and
across the hills and valleys in hot, untiring,
relentless pursuit of a red foe worthy of
their steel and whom they finally wore out.
But before this was accomplished there
were hundreds of killed and used-up
cavalrymen and horses, and a multitude
of Indians who were also killed, wounded,
captured, or at last starved into submission.

Supvosed Tomb of L.zme Deer, Roseh4 iaUey,
Mon:,v,g.
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The years 1876
and 1877, in this
region, were par-
ticularly interest-
ing from the
standpoint of ad-
venture, and it is
due to a brief but
very lively fight
with Indians in
1877 that Custer's

"clear creek" became General Miles's Lame Deer creek.
Of all the warring, ravaging plains tribes of those days the Chey-

ennes were the cream. These were divided into the Northern and South-
ern Cheyennes, had little in common, and thus remain to-day. Their
relations with the Sioux were not particularly cordial, but they never-
theless managed to join with the latter in the Indian uprising of 1876
and they fought, whenever there was any fighting, like demons. They
were a brave, manly, independent tribe, just as ready to fight an Indian
foe as a white, and sometimes even more ready. And when they
made peace with their white foes it was made in all sincerity and then
they became valuable scouts, trailers, guides, and allies. Crook, Miles,
McKenzie and others have left records of the serviceableness and faith-
fulness of these high-toned scions of Indian aristocracy. The Northern
Cheyennes are now located in the country about Lame Deer creek and
their agency is found about three or four miles above its mouth and the
site of Custer's old camping ground, and it is easily reached from Miles
City, Rosebud, or Forsyth, stations on the Northern Pacific railway.

During the latter part of 1876 and in 1877, the recalcitrant bands of
Cheyennes and Sioux were gradually forced to surrender. Of the bands

Looking across Lame Deer creek into Soldier gulch, where Lame Deer's camp was
hidden and the Scene of the Battle.

Mouth of Lame Deer creek where Custer bii'ouacked in 1876.
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that still held out in May, 1877, one of
the most important was that of Lame
Deer, a Sioux, who was camped on this
same "clear creek." General Miles finally
started after him by forced marches, and,
on May 7, 1877, early in the morning
surprised the wily chief. Lame Deer was
camped about one-half mile above the
present agency, at the junction of Lame
Deer and Soldier creeks, his camp extend-
ing up the latter stream which ran back Natural Rock Monument at Great Bend oF the

into the hills to the north. It was a green, Rosebud, Montana.

pleasant,level,sheltered spot, now largely covered with log cabins and tipi
poles in position and occupied by the Cheyennes when they come in to
the agency on issue days. It was a capital spot for a fight and for a short
time on that May morning there was one, full of ginger and shoutings,
turmoil, death, and then, scampering Indians pursued by victorious cav-
alrymen. The troops won an unqualified victory and at its close Lame
Deer himself had fought his last fight and was still in death, and Miles

Old Indian Trails near Saddle Butte, Rosebud Valley, Mont.o4.

narrowly escaped the same fate. The Sioux warriors scattered to the
hills and outlying mountains leaving the body of their brave chief and
much spoil behind. But in his violent taking off Nature was yet kind
to the rough hewn old warrior, as the story commonly runs. High up on
the hills to the south, overlooking the scene of conflict and embowered
among the evergreen pines, she had at hand a sepulchre, or mausoleum
made ready for his mortal body.

Outcropping at many points all over the Northern Cheyenne reserva-
tion is a bed of sandstone on which erosion has sculptured forms and
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Brave Wolf, a Northern Cheyenne Chief, relating Indian History to Mr. Wheeler,
through "Squinteye," an Indian Interpreter.

figures curiously quaint an(l interesting. These assume shapes of
fort-like ramparts in character, towers and columns, witch-like figures,
domes, and what not. A most natural, striking, peculiar fragment is an
isolated rock forming a huge chair, which I have called the Chief's
Chair.

Near the scene of Lame Deer's death there is a large exposure, or
bluff, of these white-gray rocks and among them Nature has hewn in her
own way a long, horizontal chamber, while near it stand natural towers,
or monuments. To this nature-formed sepulchre the red warrior is sup-
posed to have been carried and entombed, and the tomb to have been
sealed in the rough, crude way of the wilderness. The cave is eaten into
the sandstone for 15 or 20 feet and is higher than a man at its enti-ance,
rapidly narrowing as it recedes. It has taken hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands of years to excavate the vault and model the monumental shafts,
the latter ranging from thirty to forty feet in height.

In after years soldiers were stationed at the Lame Deer agency and
it is said that relic hunters of various sorts and colors despoiled the sep-
ulchre of every vestige of its one-time occupant. Certain it is that when
I climbed up and crawled into it, some years since, 'iot a trace of any
former occupant remained.

Having some doubt as to the truth of Lame Deer having been thus
entombed, I recently wrote Mr. George Bird Grinnell, whose studies
among the Oieyennes have been extensive, as to what he had learned of
the matter. The inquiry proves to have been well timed and pertinent,
as the following excerpt from his letter of November 15 shows:

Brave Wolf, a Northern Cheyenne Chief, relating Indian History to Mr. Wheeler,
through "Squinleye," an Indian Interpreter.
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I wrote you a few days ago, and now have your line of the rith of Novem-
ber, asking about Lame Deer's grave. I am very glad to give you the benefit of a
discovery that I made less than a month ago.

I had visited the cave in the sand rock to the south of the stream where I
had always been told Lame Deer was buried, but I always felt a good deal of
doubt as to whether he had actually been buried there, though someone had, for
I found a human femur in the hole, Besides this there was nothing except remains
of old cotton quilts.

This year, however, while I was at Lame Deer, there was present a party of
visiting Sioux, and among them was the daughter of Lame Deer, who was in the
camp at the time of the Lame Deer fight, and would be supposed to know all
about it.

-fter a good deal of persuasion she very reluctantly consented to take me
to the place where her father was buried, and to tell me a little something about
the fight. \Ve went to the spot, and as we approached it, in response to ques-
tions, she pointed out the places where various things had happened, and finally
the point where Lame Deer fell. Then we climbed up to a point on the hill, on
the south side of the stream where she stopped and, pointing to a heap of rock that
lay there said that that was where her father was buried. As we drew near the
place, she grew more and more silent and finally paid no attention to questions,
and at last, standing in front of the rocks facing toward the east, and looking
over the valley, she threw her shawl over her head and began to wail as bitterly
as I ever heard a woman weep. Then after a little, she broke into a mourning
song which had a distinct air and words. It was extremely touching and mourn-
ful, and when she got through, I had not the heart to question her further, and
we went back to the camp. This woman is about 50 years old.

The grave is in the next big coulee down stream from the one where the
sand rock cave is situated.

The body of Lame Deer has crumbled to dust, and, probably, most
of the participants in the fight are dead, but the story of his last fight
and the apocryphal sepulchre among the rocks will keep fresh, for years
to come, the recollection of this battle and of the old Chief's death.

The valley of the Rosebud, as also that of its neighbor, the Tongue
river, is now well settled with thrifty ranchmen and the horrors of In-
dian warfare are no more seen and heard through this beautiful part of
the Northwest.

.Vatgral Stone .51 ..,,enfs near Supposed To,nt,
ol L4me Deer,
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Wonder'and

By common consent the term Wonderland has been givcn to the mar-
velous region of which the Yellowstone National Park is the center and
life. This name is neither a farfetched nor an exaggerated one. John
Muir, whose knowledge of all our great, wild parks probably exceeds
that of any other man, vell says, in Our Natio,zal Parks:

Here, too, are hills of sparkling crystals, hills of sulphur, hills of glass, hills
of cinders and ashes, mountains of every style of architecture, icy or forested,
mountains covered with honey-bloom sweet as Hymettus, mountains boiled soft
like potatoes and colored like a sunset sky. "A' that and a' that, and twice as
muckle's a' that," Nature has on show in the Yellowstone Park. Therefore it is
called WONDERLAND, and thousands of tourists and travelers stream into it every
summer, and wander about in it enchanted.

The park is a very large one, in fact the largest of our national and
state parks. It comprises 3,312 square miles exclusive of the forest re-
serve adjoining it. It is impossible, as a real fact, to easily enumerate
the unimaginable variety of nature's phenomena, even of the same class,
to be found in this wide domain. One who could even approach the truth
in vividness of description would lay himself open to the charge of wildest
romancing, on the part of those who have never seen the park, as did the

old frontiersmen and guides of fifty years ago
when they cautiously told of these wonders to be
seen among the mountains. As to comparisons
with other similar parks, there is no common
basis of comparison. The Yosemite, Grand cañon
of the Colorado, Niagara, and the Yellowstone,
all of which I have seen, have little or nothing in
common in this respect. As to the relative
greatness and importance of them, let me quote
Joaquin Miller, the grand old poet of all out-
doors, from the pages of the Sunset magazine:

Yellowstone is vast and varied and unique. She
will last, and last the stranger longer than any other.
The various and half.tame wild beasts give relief, and

ten. H. 0. Washb,arn, Head of the Wa.sh-
l'nrn-Doane Exploration Party

of 1570.
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will ever have a singular fascination. The last time I was there a bevy of little
English sparrows hopped along in the wood before us until they came to a big, lean
buffalo lying with his head the other way, looking back as if he feared he might
still be pursued from across the line of the park which he had evidently but lately
crossed. But he had no fear of the uniforms, and the guardians of the Park rode
quietly around him, while the chirping sparrows hopped upon and all over him,
even to his horns. Finally a little English cock-sparrow perched on a lifted liora
of the great American buffalo.

Muir says:
This is the coolest and highest of the parks. Frosts occur every month of the

year. Nevertheless, the tenderest tourist finds it warm enough in summer. The
air is electric and full of ozone, healing, reviving, exhilarating, kept pure by frost
and fire, while the scenery is wild enough to awaken the dead. It is a glorious
place to grow in and rest in.

EARLY EXPLORERS.
The first man to see and know of any portion of what is now the

Yellowstone Park, was John Colter. Colter had been with Lewis and
Clark to the mouth of the Columbia river, and on the return in i8o6 sev-

ered his connection
with those explorers
and returned to the
headwaters of the Ye!-
lowstone. Remaining
there during the winter
of 1806-7, he started
for St. Louis and met a

4
brigade of fur trappers
at the mouth of the
Platte river, bound for

...... '. the upper Yellowstone.
-

-- He was pursuaded to
retrace his steps and, on

- a mission to the Indians
-

- during the summer of
1807, he traversed at
least the eastern part
of the Yellowstone
Park country, and the

-. map in the Lewis and
Clark report, published

1' in 1814, shows "Colter's

Fac-Simile of First Page of Letter of James Stuart, Relative to the Prospectiv.
Washburn-D cane Exploration of Yellowstone Park, in 1870.

Route in 1807."
The next known of

the region,publicly,was
in 1842, when an article
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describing the geysers was printed in the Western Literary Messenger
of Buffalo, N. Y., and copied in the Wasp of Nauvoo, Ill. The contributor
was \Varren Angus Ferris, an employe of the American Fur Company
who, with two Pend d'Oreille In(lians, visited one of the geyser areas
in 1834.

That many of the 01(1 mountain men of the period before the Civil
War knew of the locality seems quite certain. James Bridger, a noted
guide and explorer, often told of the geysers and hot springs.

Although Messrs. Folsom and Cook of Montana made an extended
tour of the country in 1869, the real (liscovery of the park came in i87o,
'lien a company of Montana gentlemen with General H. D. Washburn

as their leader, made an extended tour of the region and upon their re-
turn to civilization spread abroad the news of what they had found and
seen. Among those constituting this party besides General \Vashburn,
were Samuel T. Hauser, \\Tarren C. Gillette, Nathaniel P. Langford,
Benjamin Sticknev, Cornelius Hedges, Truman C. Everts, and \Valter
Trumbull a son of Lyman Trumbull then a United States Senator from
Illinois, all prominent citizens of Montana, and there were several others
less generally known. Messrs. Hauser, Hedges, Stickney, Gillette, and
Langforil are still alive. A small escort of United States cavalrymen
from Fort Ellis, near Bozenian, under Lieut. Gustavus C. Doane, accom-
panied the expedition. From Lieutenant Doane's prominence in the
exploration the expedition is generally known as the Washburn-Doane
expedition. The Lieutenant's report of the exploration stands as a classic
in all the literature pertaining to the park.

Mr. Langford, General \Vashburn, and Mr. Hedges, at least, kept
daily diaries of their experiences, those of Langford and Hedges being
kept in much detail. That of General \Vashburn was comparatively
brief and a copy of it lies before me as I write.

To the \Vasliburn-Doane party, beyond any question, is to be cred-
ited the initiative which resulted in establishing the region as a National
l'ark. Those who took the most active part in the movement were
Messrs. Langford and Hedges aided by \Vm. H. Clagett, the delegate to
Congress from Montana. Most accounts give to Dr. F. V. Hayden the
principal credit for this achievement. Dr. Hayden was not the origi-
nator of the idea or the movement. indeed, at first he was adverse to it,
but when converted to it he threw the weight of his influence in its favor
and loyally aided it to the utmost. The only criticism now heard regard-
ing the segregation of this domain is that not enough country was set
aside. The entire Jackson Lake and Teton range region, since made into
a Forest Reserve, should have been included and should vet be added, to
the park proper. Regarding the wisdom of the diversion of this vast
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area to park and timber reserve purposes, John Muir vell voices afl
intelligent comment when he writes:

The withdrawal of this large tract from the public domain did no harm to
anyone; for its height, 6,000 to 13,000 feet above the sea, and its thick mantle of
volcanic rocks, prevent its ever being available for agriculture or mining, while
on the other hand its geographical position, reviving climate, and wonderful scenery
combine to make it a grand health, pleasure, and study resort, a gathering-place
for travelers from all the world.

THE WASHBURN-DOANE PARTY.
The importance of the \Vashburn-Doane exploration iii the discovery

an(l setting aside of the park justifies the inclusion here of a letter writ-
ten to Messrs. Hauser and Langford by James Stuart, of Deer Lodge,
who was one of the originators of the expedition.

James Stuart and his brother Granville, were two of the earliest pio-
neers of Montana. James, who was one of the most hardy and intrepid
men that any State ever had the honor of claiming as a pioneer, has been
(lead many years. Granville Stuart still lives, hale and hearts', wearing
his ears most gracefully.

The expectation that the Yellowstone party would encounter the
Crow, or Absaroka Indians, had rendered it uncertain, until almost the
last moment, what its actual numbers would be. This it was, too, which
caused the request to be made for a military escort. The probability
of encountering the Indians explains the pith of Stuart's letter, which is
characteristic of the man, and which is here given in full. The letter
is written in pencil and on both sides of white letter paper and the paper
is badly cracked at the folds. A photographic reproduction in half-
tone is also given of the first page only, the second being slightly illegible.

The letter follows:
DEER LODGE CITy, M. T., Aug. 9th, 1870.

Dear Sam and Langford
Stickney wrote me that the Yellow Stone party had dwindled down to eight

persons. That is not enough to stand guard, and I won't go into that country
without having a guard every night. From present news it is probable that the
Crows will be scattered on all the head waters of the Yellow Stone, & if that is
the case they would not want any better fun than to clean up a party of eight
(that does not stand guard) and say that the Sioux did it, as they said when they
went through us on the Big Horn. It will not be safe to go into that country
with less than fifteen men, and not very safe with that number. I would like it
better if it was fight from the start ; we would then kill every Crow that we saw,
& take the chances of their rubbing us out. As it is, we will have to let theni
alone until they will get the best of us by stealing our horses or killing some of
us; then we will be so crippled that we can't (10 them any damage.

At the commencement of this letter I said I would not go unless the party
stood guard. I will take that hack, for I ani just dd fool enough to go any-
where that onybod else is willing to goonly I want it understood that very
likely Some of us will lose our hair. I will be on hand Sunday evening, unless I
hear that the trip is postponed. Fraternally yours,

JAS. STIJART.
Since writing the above I have received a telegram saying, "twelve of iis going

certain." Glad to hear itthe more the better. Will bring two Pack horses and
one Pack saddle.
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Fac Simile of Ger. If. D. Washburs Map of Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone Park.
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