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The fact that mole skins are now being reported on the market price
lists of some of the leading fur houses of Portland, Tacoma, St. Louis, 
and other American cities, offers a special inducement for the promotion 
of a campaign against the mole pest. The common mole of Western 
Oregon is one of the largest species in the country. Its pelt, moreover, 
is reported to be stronger than that of the European mole, and the pelage 
equally as fine as that of the foreign species, of which millions of dollars 
worth have been imported from London fur markets in the past to supply 
the demand of the American furriers. A ready market is therefore 
assured at the present time for Western skins. No practical way has 
yet been found for poisoning the mole. Trapping is recommended as 
the best means for the control or eradication of the mole where it has 
become a pest. 

Success in trapping depends both upon one's knowledge of the habits 
of the mole and upon one's persistency in following up the campaign. 
The information given in the following paragraphs, therefore, is calcu
lated not only to give the trapper instructions in trapping, but also to 
guard against needless error. The recommendations regarding the proper 
time and methods of trapping are based upon both the experience of the 
members of this department, and the studies of the Assistant Biologist 
of the U. S. Biological Survey, Theo. H. Scheffer.* To the latter we are 
wholly indebted for methods of removing and preparing the skin for 
market. 

Where to Trap. Ordinarily it will pay to trap anywhere that fresh 
signs of mole activity are found. These signs consist of low ridges, or 
conspicuous mounds or hills of earth in lawns, gardens, and fields. The 
ridges show the hunting paths of the animal, where it may be trapped 
successfully if the ridges are found in damp soil and are freshly con
structed; for paths are usually abandoned after they become so dry that 
the mole finds no profit in following them in search of food. The "hills" 
indicate deeper tunneling. They can easily be distinguished from the 
pocket gopher mounds by the dome-like top of the heap of earth, which 
is forced up from beneath in compressed plugs. and rolls down uniformly 

*Experiment Station Bulletin No. 1, Vol. IV, State College of Washington. 



on all sides. The gopher mounds are formed of finely excavated earth 
which the animal carries out and dumps mainly to one side of the outlet, 
which he later plugs up from within. The deeper tunnels, which are 
eopnected up with the mole-hills, are frequently used as common high. 
ways by a number of individuals .. Good catches may therefore be expected 
from setting the trap repeatedly in these highways. It may be noted here 
that a single mole may push up scores of hills scattered over an acre or 
more of ground. Mice and other rodents sometimes follow in the trail 
of the moles and cause considerable damage, which is unjustly laid to 
the mole. 

When to Trap. 'fhe time to trap is determined by the quality of the 
pelt, which varies with nearness to the moulting periods of the mole. 
These occur in spring and fall. At such times the flesh side of the pelt 
is discolored with blotches or areas of bluish black. Since mole pelts 
are graded mainly on the basis of the appearance of the leather side of 
the dried skins., prime pelts should present a clear tan color. The pelts 
taken at any time of the year are considered marketable; but clear, 
prime pelts, of course, will bring the better prices. The size of the pelt 
moreover, and the care with which it has been handled, partly determine 
its value. 

Fig, 1. Gripping-jaw type of mole trap. Fig. 2. Choker·locp type cf mcle trap. 

Mole Traps. There are three types of traps in use in this country, 
these having, respectively, choker loops, gripping jaws, or impaling 
spikes. The type last named is tlie least efficient of the three. It is a 
large, clumsy device that records a low percentage of catch and 
possesses the additional disadvantage of spoiling the skins of the mole 
for the furrier's use. The other two types are illustrated in this circular 
where directions for their use are given. 

Setting the Trap. No better tool for setting mole traps can be found 
than a good strong plant trowel. Make the break or opening into the 
mole's runway just large enough to hold the trap; otherwise the animal 
may turn aside and thus avoid being caught. Even when placing the 
trap on one of the shallow hunting paths, it will pay to dig into the runs 
way and adapt the setting to known conditions, rather than to set from 
the surface by simply forcing the loops or the jaws into the soil. The 
location of one of the shallow hunting paths is plainly indicated by the 



ridge on the surface of the ground. To find a deep runway from which 
a hill of earth has been pushed out, clear away tile latter and feel or 
prod for the short passageway running obliquely down to the main 
tunnel. Follow its course, usually only a few inches, and place the trap 
on the main runway. 

To get the best results with. the scissor-jaw type of trap, the soil in 
which the setting is made must first be loosened up with the trowel and 
be free from lumps, clods, or pebbles. Since the jaws of this trap have 
to close in the soil, they will act, of course, more quickly the less they 

Fig. 3. M~thod of sfretching an.d 
pinning mole skin. 

are obstructed. M~ke the excavation for the trap a little deeper than 
the level of the bottom of the runway; and, having definitely located 
the course of the latter, fill in enough loos:e earth to hide and obstruct 
it and settle the trap into place, with the jaws straddling this course. 
Tap the trigger pan down with the end of the trowel handle, so that it 
will be in snug contact with the earth, and then release the safety hook 
that holds the bows of the trap. Do not pack the earth in the excava
tion nor fill in dirt higher than the top of the jaws. During heavy rains, 
the traps should be reset daily. 

In setting the choker-loop trap less attention need be given to the 
matter of getting the soil fine and loose. The loops may be forced into 
the ground, firmly, with the certainty that they will react promptly when 
the trap is sprung. When placed in position on a mole runway the loops 
should encircle the course of the latter and be a little lower at the bot
tom than the tunnel itself. Obstruct the runway, as described above, 
by enough loose earth to come up against the frame of the trap and 
compress the damp soil under the trigger pan only, or place a little piece 
of sod under it so that trigger and earth will be in snug contact. 

Besides trapping in the obstructed runways as described above, it 
is possible to make good catches in the laterals. The earth is removed 



-----------------------

from the outlet and the long arm of a trap of the gripping-jaw type is 
inserted. The jaws are then sprung back, pressing into the sides of the 
lateral. 

Skinning Moles and Handling 1:(he Pelts. It will pay to run the traps 
twice a day, morning and evening. In ,the summer season they should 
be visited also in the middle of the day, for the hair soon slips on a mole 
pelt even in moderately warm weather. On this account, also, all speci
mens should be skinned as soon as possible after being taken from the 
trap. 

The process of skinning a mole is quite simple. The skin envelops 
the body of the animal very loosely and is so tough and strong that there 
is little danger of tearing it with ordinary handling. The best tool for 
the work is a small strong pair of scissors, about four or five inches 
long, with at least one ·fine pointed blade. A sharp-pointed pocket 
knife may be substituted for the scissors. Proceed as follows: With 
the scissors or knife make a slit in the skin down the middle of the belly 
from the chin to the root of the tail. Now with thumb and fingers husk 
the skin from the hind quarters and turn it wrong side out down to the 
ankles and the root of the tail. Snip off legs and tail at the points men
tioned, without cutting the skin. Grasping the body with one hand and 
the skin with the other, continue the process of turning the latter wrong 
s.ide out until you reach the wrists. Sever the arms at these points as 
you did the legs at the ankles. After a little snipping at connective 
tissues about the neck and head, the skin can now be pulled over the 
nose and off the body entirely. 

After the skin is off, pick from it any bits of fat that have adhered 
and snip off the dangling feet and tail in such a way as to leave the 
smallest possible hole in the s,Jdn. Now pin the skin out on a board, fur 
side down, using about sixteen. common pins as shown in the illustration. 
Handled in this way the skins sell to best advantage and may be readily 
distinguished from the European mole skins, which are dried in rectangu
lar form, Hang the drying board where there is free circulation of air, 
but not in the sunshine. In two or three weeks the pelts will be as dry 
as parchment and may be stored away in a cool, dry place safe from 
insects and mice until they are to be utilized or sold. They should not 
be treated with preservatives of any sort. 
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