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WAR RATION FOR LAYING HENS 
NO WHEAT, HEAVY MASH FEEDING. 

JAMES DRYDEN 

A satisfactory egg yield may be obtained without the feedini:: 0f 
whole wheat. The egg yield depends more on the proper variety of food 
than on any one single grain. Owing to the frequent changes in the 
prices of feed it is hard to say what will be the most economical ration 
to feed during the coming year. Oats and barley may be made to take 
the place of wheat in this State. Corn is rather too high to be liberally 
used at present but when the new crop is available, the prices may be 
such that corn can be very largely used. Kaffir corn and Milo have not 
quite the feeding value of corn but may be fed if available. 

A practical method of reducing the cost of the feed bill is to feed 
heavily on ground grain or mash. The by-products, bran, shorts or 
middlings, linseed meal, cocoanut meal, as well as cotton-seed meal, are 
comparatively cheap. 

A suggested ration, taking into account present prices of feed 
(September, 1918), is given below. These are average amounts of feed 
for one hen for a year. Should the price of corn get down to about the 
price of oats, as much corn as oats and barley may be fed to advantage. 

Oats ........................................ 25 lbs. Cocoanut meal ..................... 7 lbs. 
Barley .... . .. ............... 10 lbs. Buttermilk or skim milk, or 60 lbs. 
Mill feed (bran and shorts) 25 lbs. Meat scrap or fish scrap .......... 7 lbs. 
Ground oats or ground bar- Kale or other greens ............. 45 lbs. 

ley ....................... 5 lbs. Grit ...................................... 3 lbs. 
Ground corn .................... . 5 lbs. Shell ...................................... 2 lbs. 
Linseed meal, or ................ 5 lbs. Charcoal ................................. 2 lbs. 

The government food regulations permit the feeding of 10 percent 
feed wheat in the ration. Where available, 5 pounds feed wheat may be 
substituted for 5 pounds of oats or barley in this ration. 

The whole grain should be fed in a deep litter of straw to make 
the fowls exercise. In feeding a heavy mash, it is better to feed it in 
the evening rather than in the morning as the fowls will keep busier 



during the day than they would if they have a heavy feed of mash in 
the morning. Even a larger proportion of mash to whole grain than is 
given above may be fed. The mash should be mixed with skim milk or 
buttermilk if this is available. If not, water should be used. The mix
ture should be moist and crmubly. The amounts of whole grain should 
be so regulated that the fowls will eat enough of the ground grain or 
mash. It will be best to keep the meat scrap in a hopper or box before 
the fowls all the time and allow them to use it at will. 

If it is desired to feed the mash in a dry state instead of moist, the 
meat or fish scrap should be added to the mash, using more scrap when 
no milk is fed. A.bout 20 percent of the weight of the dry mash should 
then be meat scrap or fish scrap. The meat scrap or fish scrap is added 
to the dry mash mixture instead of being fed in a separate hopper in 
order to make the dry mash more palatable. Dry mash is not relished 
as well as moist, but if animal food is added to it more is eaten. 

If enough buttermilk or skim milk is available, and it is used for 
drink as well as for mixing in the mash, no other animal food will be 
needed. In that case no water should be given, in order that the fowls 
will drink enough milk to supply the need for animal food. 

The efficiency of the feed depends largely upon a liberal supply of 
green feed. Every day the fowls should have all they will eat of some 
kind of green stuff. A profitable egg yield cannot be secured without 
it. Feed kale or other greens. 

There should also be a regular supply of grit and oyster or clam 
shells. 

FEED LIBERALLY AND REGULARLY, AND KEEP THE HENS 
BUSY. 


