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Evergreen, Himalaya, and 

Wild Blackberries 
By REx W ARREK, Extension Farm Crops Specialist 

Oregon State College 

EVERGREEN, HIMALAYA, AND WILD BLACKBERRIES are the most common black
berries found in the State. The evergreen and himalaya varieties are not 

native, but have escaped cultivation and become wild in many areas. 
Newcomers to Oregon marvel at the huge clumps of blackberries growing 

wild in pastures and on roadsides in western Oregon. Until recently these 
formed an important source of income to some con)munities, but now the un
sprayed berries of both the evergreen and himalaya varieties often are affected 
by the berry mite, which makes them hard, thus unsuitable for canning. 

Evergreen Blackberry
Rubus laciniatus

Showing leaves, stem, and flowers. 

Evergreen Blackberry 
Rubus laciniatus 

Evergreen blackberry is a 
perennial bush that spreads by 
seed, underground roots, and tip 
layering. The stems are long, 
very thorny, and reach i inch 
in thickness. They may trail 
along the ground or grow in 
clumps 10 feet or more high 
and from 10 to 50 feet wide. 
The clumps spread so rapidly 
that they sometimes seriously 
encroach on pasture land. Leaves 
are divided into from 3 to 15 
leaflets, except at the tips of 
branches where the leaves are 
often entire. Leaflets are cut 
into many long, slender lobes 
with many sharp thorns along 
the underside of the midvein. 
The flowers are white or pink
ish and are borne singly from 
joints where the leaf stalks are 
attached to the main stem. The 
fruit is shiny, black, and al
most round. Seeds are rather 
large and hard. 

Himalaya Blackberry 
Rubus procerus · 

Himalaya blackberry grows wild in all sections of western Oregon, but it 
is not a native. Like the evergreen, it is rank-growing and aggressive. There 
are usually three leaflets that are rounded, have toothed edges, but are not 
divided. The canes reach 1 inch in thickness. 

This information supersedes Extension Bulletin 570. The author expresses 

4
, 

appreciation to Dr. A. N. Steward, Curator of the Oregon State College Her-
barium, for checking the plant descriptions. 



Wild Blackberry 
Rubus macropetalus 

Other name : Trailing blackberry 

Wild blackberry is a perennial. It produces woody stems up to 25 feet 
long that trail along the ground and reach ¾ inch in thickness. The first year's 
growth is unbranched and does not flower, but the second year many flower
bearing branches are formed. The 
canes are biennial and die after the 
second year. The roots and crown 
are perennial. The stems are hair
less or slightly hairy with short, 
curved prickles. Leaflets are 
egg-shaped in outline, pointed, 
roughly toothed, and somewhat 
hairy on both sides, especially on 
the underside. End leaflets are 
broader and longer (2 to 3 inches) 
than the side leaflets and often are 
somewhat lobed. Leaves are borne 
alternately along the stem and are 
usuaily divided into 3 leaflets. 
Flowers are white, have 4 petals, 
and are from l½ to 2~ inches 
across. Male and female flowers are 
produced on different plants. 

Wild blackberry grows abun
dantly in cutover areas. It is also 
common in open woods, along 
roadsides, and in fence rows. This 
blackberry, together with bracken 
fern and fireweed, rapidly comes 
into an area that has been slashed 
and burned unless the burn is seed
ed down immediately to grass. It 
has fair to good palatability for 
both sheep and cattle. 

Wild Blackberry-Rubus macropeta
lus-Showing trailing stem, leaves, 

and flowers. 

Control With Sprays 
Four to six pounds of 2,4,5-T parent acid, or 2,4,5-T .::nd 2,4-D mixtures, 

in 100 gailons of water, will give good control on both large and small black
berry bushes. Best control has been obtained by spraying in the spring after 
the plants are fully leaved out. It is possible to obtain 90 to 95 per cent control 
with one thorough sprayi·ng. Respraying is needed for complete kiII. 

Small plants can be controlled with 2½ to 3 pounds of 2,4,5-T or 2,4,5-T-
2,4-D mixture per 100 gallons of spray. For larger plants ( chest high or 
higher), applications of 4 to 6 pounds per 100 gallons are required. Spray to 
cover the entire plant foliage thoroughly. It is not necessary to spray the plant 
until the spray solution drips from the leaves and stems. It is necessary, how
ever, to get all the leaves and as much of the stem as possible uniformly wet 
with a thin film of spray. 

For best spraying, you need equipment that will deliver a sufficient volume 
of spray to wet the plants rapidly. For old, large plants, this means using 
spraying equipment capable of producing 125 pounds pressure. For rapid 
spraying, the pump should deliver at least 4 gallons of solution per minute. 
Pressures up to 250 to 350 pounds are often useful when spraying dense growth 
or large berry patches. Low-growing vines may be sprayed successfuily with 
low-pressure equipment, such as a 3-gallon hand sprayer. 



2,4-D and 2,4,5,-T sprays must be used carefully to avoid injury to nearby 
susceptible crops and plants. 

The hormone chemicals (2,4-D, 2,4,5-T, MCPA) are marketed as high 
volatile esters, low volatile esters, and amine formulations. The high volatile 
ester formulations evaporate after spraying. These vapors can drift in air cur
rents and cause plant injury. High volatile formulations should not be used 
when susceptible plants are growing nearby. The low volatile ester formulations 
are safer than the common "high volatile types, but they volatilize more than the 
amines. The amine formulations volatilize very little. The ester formulations of 
2,4,5-T control berry vines better than the amine formulations. In most loca
tions, the low volatile formulations can be used if precautions are followed to 
reduce spray drift. The damage from drift can be reduced by using low pres
sure ( 125 pounds or less) and large droplets. 

Control With Chlarates 
Sodium chlorate has been used for the control of wild blackberry varieties. 

Best results with this material are obtained by cutting off the old plants and 
treating the soil or spraying the regrowth when it is approximately 2 feet in 
height. In western Oregon, best results are usually obtained by spraying in the 
spring and early summer months. 

Method of application 
Dry chlorates can be applied by hand or by small spreaders. Such applica

tions require at least 4 pounds of chlorate per square rod. If chlorate is ap
plied as a spray, the chemical is dissolved in water at the rate of 1 pound per 
gallon and applied at the rate of 4 pounds per square rod. Best spray results 
are obtained by first removing the old canes by burning or cutting, and then 
spraying the new growth when it is 12 to 24 inches talL 

Caution 
..Sodium chlorate is not dangerous while it is in solution. Sprayed material, 

after becoming dry, however, is a serious fire hazard. Persons handling sodium 
chlorate should wear old clothing which can be discarded or washed im
mediately after spraying. It is safest to wear rubber boots or other footwear 
that can be removed quickly. This precaution applies to both dry and wet 
chlorate applications. 

Sodium chlorate should not be transferred from one container to another. 
Do not handle it in or around buildings. As a fire precaution and to avoid 
soil sterilization, handle the material on a spot away from buildings and pref
erably over noncropped soil. When weighing out or transferring the material 
is completed, the soil area should be thoroughly washed down with water to 
avoid possible fire hazard. While handling chlorates, do not smoke or strike 
matches or wear shoes with steel plates, caulks, or even nails that might cause 
a spark. Frequently the friction of hands being rubbed over chlorate-soaked 
trousers is sufficient to cause the material to burst into flame. 

Since chlorates are somewhat poisonous, keep farm animals away from 
the treated area until the material can be washed into the soil. 

Control with Ammate 
When properly used, ammate (ammonium sulfamate) has proved effective 

for controlling blackberries. Ammate, unlike sodium chlorate, is not poisonous 
or a fire hazard, and unlike 2,4,5-T it does not damage plants by volatilization. 
For maximum effectiveness, cut off blackberry top growth and spray regrowth 
when it reaches a height of 2 feet. Use the chemical at a rate of 6 pounds per 
square rod. Ammate is most effective when applied during the late spring and 
summer months. 
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