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Sycamore anthracnose, often called sycamore
blight, is a common disease of the Western Syca-
more, Platanus racemosa; the American Plane Tree,
P. occidentalis; the London Tree, P. acerifolia; and
the white oak, Quercus garryana. On sycamores
the disease is most severe in spring seasons when
the average mean daily temperature at time of
leafing-out and for the following two -*weeks is
below 55° F.

Symptoms
The most conspicuous symptoms of the disease

are the red-brown blotches along the midrib and
veins of the older leaves, followed by leaf drop.
Severely affected trees may drop almost all of their
leaves during early summer, and the value of the
trees for landscaping is lost. Defoliated trees will
leaf out again during the summer, but the defolia-
tion of the trees may produce loss of growth and
vigor and susceptibility to drought and winter
injury.

Leaf blight showing typical brown-red regions along the veins and midribs.
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A shoot blight may occur and cause sudden
death of expanding shoots and young leaves. These
symptoms may be confused with frost injury. The
anthracnose fungus also attacks twigs and small
branches, causing cankers and death of the affected
part.

Overwintering fungus
The fungus, Gnomonia veneta, overwinters in

the affected buds, twigs, and branches. In the
spring the fungus in the diseased tissue produces
spores which are spread by rain or wind to cause
new infections.

Control
Prune out and destroy infected twigs and

branches. This may be difficult as affected twigs
and branches may be small and numerous and the
trees may be too large for detailed pruning.

Spray with a fungicide when the buds are
swelling and the bud caps begin to break. Apply a
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Sycamore anthracnose cankers on branches at the bases of twigs.

second spray 10 days later. Several fungicides are
effective:

Cyprex ( dodine ) : 1 pound per 100 gallons of
water

Fixed coppers: 4 pounds per 100 gallons of
water

Bordeaux mixture: 8-8-100

Cyprex, fixed coppers, and Bordeaux mixture
are considered safe for use on many ornamental
plants.

USE PESTICIDES SAFELY

Read the label on each pesticide container be-
fore each use.

Chemical poisoning statistics compiled by the
Oregon Poison Control Registry at the University
of Oregon Medical School indicate that most acci-
dents with pesticides involve misuse, improper
storage, and inadequate disposal methods.

It is wise to treat all of these chemicals as poi-
sons both from a dermal ( skin ) or an oral exposure.
Take care to avoid spills or contact with skin. Wear
rubber gloves. Do not leave these materials unat-
tended while the spraying is under way.

Store pesticides in their original labeled con-
tainers out of sight and reach of children or pets.
Storage under lock and key is the most foolproof
method. It is particularly important to keep these
chemicals separate from foods or feed.

Dispose of empty containers safely. When con-
tainers are empty, rinse them thoroughly, pour the
rinse water into the sprayer, and use the rinse
water in the spray. program. Empty, rinsed con-
tainers can be disposed of in normal disposal meth-
ods, including the garbage can.




