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Cranberry Growing in Oregon
Prepared by R. RALPH CLARK,

Extension Horticulture Specialist, Oregon State University, Corvallis

Wild cranberries grew along the Oregon coast
before the coming of the white man. However,
commercial varieties were not planted until 1910.
Production remained at a low level until about
1940. Over the past quarter century, output has
tended to increase, but often with wide year-to-
year fluctuations. A peak of 51,700 barrels was
reached in 1959. The 1964 estimate was placed
at 34,800 barrels.

The bulk of Oregon's cranberries are grown
along the coast in Coos County, although Curry
and Clatsop counties also produce some commer-
cially. Although one of only five states that harvest
cranberries in commercial quantities, Oregon ac-
counts for only around 3% of the United States
total.

Location requirements
Many acres of land along the coastal areas

probab1r could be cleared and made into good
cranberry plantings. This could require an enor-
mous amount of labor, however, to fit the land,
plant it,, and care for it for three or four years be-
fore it starts to pay back,

Successful cranberry bogs are now growing on
acid soils with a pH of from 3.2 to 4.5. Where this
acid peat or muck soil is at least a foot deep, cran-
berries can be raised successfully with proper man-
agement and care. A few bogs are doing quite well
on mineral soils in these same areas.

Cranberry bogs require an abundance of
moisture and must be so made that they can be
watered or flooded at will, but drained to a depth
of around 12 to 24 inches when necessary. Flood-
ing has been used for irrigation, insect control, and
frost prevention by many of the growers. Over-
head sprinklers -which have been used recently for
irrigation and frost control are apparently proving
satisfactory. Fresh water must be available in lArge
quantities for this purpose.
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An abundant supply of sand or fine gravel free
from clay or silt must be located nearby so that
it can be obtained and hauled cheaply for cover-
ing the bog. This serves as a mulch to check
evaporation, aids in weed control, provides an
excellent rooting medium for cranberries, and also
absorbs heat in the day and radiates it at night
to help counteract local frosts. Good air drainage
is also necessary to aid in frost prevention and
fungus control.

Bog preparation
When you find land suitable for a bog, the first

thing to do is to clear it of all surface vegetation.
Burn off the vegetation while maintaining a high
water table to prevent the peat from catching fire
and burning for long periods of time. Flooding
for two years will also do the same thing, but this
is not suited to all bogs. Next, remove the top layer
of soil to get rid of roots and seed which would
sprout and give trouble. ( This soil can be used
for dikes if needed. ) If flooding is to be practical,
the land must be made as nearly level as possible.

The bog is then ready for the sand or gravel
mulch ( before planting). This is done by hauling
or by pumping the sand. Three inches of sand is
about right to begin with; it should be quite uni-
form in depth over the bog. The salt in beach sand
makes the plants grow slowly the first year until it
has leached out. Other sand is better and should
be used if available.

There are a number of named varieties of cran-
berries grown in Oregon, and few if any pure-
variety bogs are to be found. McFarlin, Stanko-
vitch, and Howe are the best known varieties in
this area.

Planting
Most growers plant from February to May,

although fall planting is sometimes practical. Plant
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by pushing doubled pieces of vine into the sand
and peat with a dibble until well anchored, leaving
only an inch or two of the top sticking out above
the sand. The land is marked off in squares of vary-
ing size, 8" x 8" to 16" x 16", by drawing a marker
across the field lengthwise and crosswise. Twelve
inches or fourteen inches seems to be the most
satisfactory planting distance.

A disc is sometimes used for planting. In this
case, the vines are scattered over the land prior to
using the disc.

During the first year, the water table should
be kept down to around 24 inches to insure deep
rooting. The top growth in the first year is mainly
runners. The second year there are more runners
and the uprights get started. After this the bog is
completely covered with vines and uprights.

Weed and insect control
Weeds are a serious problem in cranberry fields.

Many of them grow well year 'round in damp, cold
soil in our climate. Paint thinner and stove oils
have been used effectively as sprays to kill many
of the weeds. In recent years new chemicals have
been used quite satisfactorily. Keep in touch with
your local Extension agent regarding their use and
legal acceptance. Regular hand weeding is neces-
sary to care for some of the more persistent va-
rieties of weeds.

Insects also are a problem at times, and regular
spraying or flooding will be a necessary practice.

Harvesting
Harvesting starts in late August on the early

berries and runs through late October on the late
crop. This is done in a number of ways. Hand pick-
ing, dry and wet scooping, and machine picking
( with many variations), sum up the story for
Oregon. Possibly the last method will take over
this work as growers are able to mechanize their
operations.

Cranberries must be handled without bruising
or they will spoil very rapidly. Berries picked when
wet do not keep as well as those picked dry. After
picking, the berries are taken to a warehouse where
they are graded and packed for shipping or are
processed.

Production varies with the season, the age of
the bog, and with the care given by the grower.
This may run from 100 to 250 barrels per acre.

Use pesticides safely
Use only recommended pesticides at approved

rates. Observe time limitations on the use of pesti-
cides to avoid illegal residues at harvest. Avoid
exposure to hazardous chemicals by wearing an
approved mask, gloves, and water-repellent cloth-
ing. Store pesticides out of reach of children. Dis-
pose of empty pesticide containers immediately by
burning or burying deeply in a remote area.




