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The Pear Leaf Blister Mite - An Old Pest in a New Role

by

Don C. Mote, Entomologist

The pear leaf blister mite, prevalent as a pest of the foliage and
fruit of apple and pear for years in the Pacific Northwest, last year was
reported from California and Washington as d,ing serious damage to pear and
apple buds. The identity of this new bud mite is still in question, although
most specialists believe it to be ç. strain of the Pear Leaf Blister Mite,
Eriophyes pyri Pag.

Injury Caused by the Mites

The injury caused by the bud form of the pear leaf blister mite 18
mainly that from the feeding of the mitos within the fruit buds and upon
the tender new growth. T3ie mitos develop in and destroy the buds, either
killing tho buds outright or causing a flaring open of the dormant fruit
buds, which later dry out and fall. Later feeding of the mites on the new
growth causes some of the blossoms, and later on a considerable portion of
the newly set fruit, to fall.

Control Measures Noted

Contact sprays, such as lime sulfur and foliage oil emulsions, are
suggested. The kind of spray material, the time and number of applications,
and the dilution necessary to combat the bud mites under Oregon conditions
remains to be determined. The dormant application of lime sulfur, which is
the standard control for the pear and apple leaf blister mite, is said to
be ineffective against the bud form of this mite, In South Africa, where
the bud mite was first observed, lime sulfur, 330 Baume oontaining a sproeder
diluted to 1 in 75 of water and applied as a pre-blossom spray, is said to
control the mite, in Oregon most growers apply a pink or pro-blossom spray
of lime sulfur, 2 1/2 gallons to 100 gallons water, for scab or mildew.
It is possible that this spray application may be effectively controlling
the bud form of the pear anti. apple blister mite here in Oregon.

Specimens Desired

In order to determine whether this form occurs in Oregon, reports
of damage similar to that herewith described should be made to the county
agricultural agents. Specimens of the affected buds should be sent to the
Entomology Department, 0. S. C., Corvallis, Oregon, so that examinations
may be made for the mites.


