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Breeds of Sheep—Wool 

Cheviot 
This is a small breed also referred to as Border 

Cheviot. Rams weigh 160 to 200 pounds and ewes 
weigh 120 to 160 pounds. The face, ears, and legs of 
the Cheviot are free from wool and are covered with 
white hairs. The nostrils, lips, and feet are black. Both 
rams and ewes are hornless and are noted for their 
vigor. 

North Country Cheviot 
The N.C. Cheviot is similar to the Border Cheviot 

in appearance, but is a larger and faster growing 
sheep. Mature North Country Cheviot rams will weigh 
up to 275 pounds. Both types of Cheviot are noted for 
lamb vigor. Newborn lambs are up off the ground very 
soon after birth. This is a distinct advantage if ewes are 
lambed in pasture and generally unattended. 

Columbia 
The Columbia is an American breed, developed in 

the early lOOO's from a cross of Lincoln rams on 
Rambouillet ewes. The Columbia is larger than other 
crossbred breeds—the mature ram weighs from 225 to 
275 pounds and ewes weigh from 125 to 190 pounds. 
The legs and face are covered with white hair. Both 
rams and ewes are polled. The Columbia is an 
open-faced breed with no tendency to wool blindness. 
The ewes will produce a yearly clip of 11 to 13 pounds 
of grease wool. 

Rambouillet (ram boo lay') 

This is a fine-wool breed developed in France and 
Germany during the 1700's. It is the largest and 
strongest bodied of the fine-wool breeds. It is white 
faced, with most of the face and legs covered with 
wool. It is inclined to be loose-skinned around the 
neck, causing the fleece to appear wrinkled. Most rams 
have large spiral horns. Ewes are polled. 

Corriedale 
The Corriedale originated in New Zealand about 

1880 and was developed as a dual-purpose breed 
which provided a good balance of mutton and wool. 
The face and ears are covered with white hair. The 
ears are frequently heavily wooled. The legs and top of 
the head have a heavy covering of wool. The ewe will 
shear 15 to 25 pounds of grease wool each year. The 
wool is noted for length, brightness, and a very distinct 
crimp. Corriedales should have "black points," those 
being toes and nose. Rams will weigh 225 to 300 
pounds and ewes from 150 to 200 pounds. 

Montadale 
This breed was developed in St. Louis, Missouri, in 

1914 by crossing Cheviots and Columbias. Both sexes 
are polled. They have a clean, white face and erect 
ears with prominent eyes and alert mannerisms. The 
entire head is free of wool. The Montadale is an agile 
and active sheep. Rams will weigh 200 to 250 pounds 
and ewes around 150 pounds. 

Romney 

The Romney originated in Kent County, England, 
and was developed to withstand the wet soil 
conditions. They are of medium size. Rams will weigh 
from 200 to 270 pounds and ewes from 125 to 175 
pounds. The face and legs are covered with white hair 
and the nose is usually black. Ewes produce from 12 to 
16 pounds of grease wool with a length of up to 6 or 7 
inches. 

Targhee 

The Targhee was developed at the U. S. Range 
Sheep Experiment Station at Dubois, Idaho, by mating 
Rambouillet rams with Corriedale and Lincoln- 
Rambouillet ewes. It is a white-faced, polled sheep of 
medium size. The rams will weigh about 200 pounds 
and the ewes about 130 pounds. They are relatively 
free of neck folds and are open-faced. A purebred ewe 
will shear about 11 pounds of grease wool with a staple 
length of about 3 inches. 
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