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4-H Gun Safety 
Wildlife Conservation Project 
Safe Shooter • Marksman • Sharpshooter • Expert Rifleman • Hunter 

This project gives you a chance to leam how 
to have genuine and lasting pleasure with 
firearms. To have the most fun, you must 

leam to handle and use guns safely. Safety should 
become a habit, and a habit is the result of knowing 
what to do and then doing it consistently. This 
project can be the beginning of many hours of 
enjoyable firearms use. 

The 4-H Gun Safety project is divided into five 
steps. You progress at your own speed. 4-H cooper- 
ates with the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the National Rifle Association (NRA), and 
the Oregon State Rifle and Pistol Association (OSR 
& PA) in this project. 

Age Requirements 
Fourth through 12th-grade youth can participate 

in this project. 
Fourth through 6th grades are restricted to air 

rifle use. 

What Will You Leam? 
To shoot a gun safely 

To select and care for firearms 

When and what to shoot 

To improve your shooting accuracy 

Oregon hunting laws 

To practice wildlife conservation 

To have greater appreciation for our natural 
resources 

First-aid skills 

The "10 Commandments of Gun Safety" 

• How to see a correct sight picture 

• How to develop steadiness and consistent trigger 
squeeze 

• How to improve breathing and timing while 
firing 

• To enjoy the sport of accurate, safe shooting 

• To hunt safely, successfully, and enjoyably 

• Rules and opportunities for state, national, and 
world competitive shooting 

• Leadership techniques by being a youth leader or 
a team captain 

Equipment and Materials Needed 
This 4-H project book 

The Oregon Hunter Education Handbook (provided 
by the Oregon State Fish and Wildlife Commis- 
sion when you enroll for their Hunter Education 
course) 

The NRA Junior Rifle Handbook is optional, but is 
recommended if you like to shoot and are plan- 
ning to continue in the 4-H Gun Safety project 

The use of a single-shot, bolt action, .22-caliber 
rifle is recommended (air rifle for 4th through 6th 
grades) 

Targets: You may make your own or obtain regula- 
tion targets from your nearest sporting goods 
store or your county Extension office. Small-bore 
targets include beginners A-l target, then the 
A-2, A-5, and A-17 for 50-foot shooting. The 
A-36 is the international 50-meter target reduced 
in size to shoot at from a distance of 50 feet. 
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Project Guidelines 
To be a 4-H Gun Safety member you should: 
Be a member of a 4-H Gun Club. This project 
cannot be carried as an individual project. 

Attend club meetings regularly and be on time. 
You may be dropped from the club if you have 
too many unexcused absences. Be sure to call 
your leader if you cannot attend. 

Cooperate with your leader and fellow 4-H Club 
members. 

Participate in your 4-H Club's activities includ- 
ing field trips and target matches. 

Own or be responsible for the care of a gun 
during the club year. Handle it safely at all times. 

Take and complete the Oregon Hunter Education 
program under a certified instructor. 

Learn and practice gun safety. 

Learn what and where you can shoot, and what 
and where you must not shoot. 

When hunting, know and obey Oregon hunting 
laws. 

Complete a 4-H Gun Safety Record Sheet. 

Add one of your "sighting in" targets to your 4-H 
records. A target that shows results of changing 
the sights is preferred. 

Work, study, practice, and advance as far as you 
can each year in the 4-H Gun Safety Advance- 
ment program. 

Make at least one presentation related to guns or 
wildlife to some group other than your own 4-H 
Club. 

Presentations 
A presentation is showing and telling how to do 

something. Hunter safety is important. Many of the 
things you leam can be passed on to others through 
presentations. Perhaps you can prevent a hunting 
accident. What are some of the things you have 
learned about handling guns; sighting; the cleaning 
and care of guns and ammunition; and crossing a 
stream, ditch, or fence? These are some ideas. You 
can think of others and share them. Plan to present 
your best presentation at the county fair. It can be a 
demonstration or an illustrated talk using models, 
charts, and/or color slides. Your leader will help 
you. 

Exhibits 
A boy or girl with a gun in hand is always on 

exhibit. Conduct yourself accordingly and always 
be your own best exhibit. 

Individual exhibits are not required in the Gun 
Safety project. However, you are encouraged to 
make a safety or conservation display. 

Club exhibits are encouraged. It is hoped that 
your club will plan an exhibit for your county fair or 
for display in your community. You can emphasize 
and feature gun safety; sportsmanship; obeying 
game laws; respect for the rights of others; care of 
personal, public, and private property; field equip- 
ment needed when hunting a particular kind of 
game; and targets used to "sight in" rifles or shot- 
guns. (Attach the information about the range fired, 
the caliber or size of the shot used, number of shots 
fired, and the kind of game you intend to hunt.) 

Antlers, track impressions using plaster of Paris, 
study skins, parts of pelts, mounts, and other articles 
related to hunting could be exhibited. Even teeth, 
jaws, or bones could be used. Always add life 
history information about animals or birds. You are 
encouraged to think up interesting, attractive, and 
educational exhibits that can add to the interest in 
your county fair. 

Gun Safety Marksmanship Contests 
Rifle shooting matches are an enjoyable and 

educational sport and provide good practice in 
gunsmanship. You may have matches with other 
clubs, or have opportunities to participate in county 
or other contests. 

A local contest need not meet official contest 
rules and regulations. The important thing is to 
practice gun safety and have an enjoyable sporting 
event. An officially conducted contest can feature 
team shooting. Contestants are scored on both 
marksmanship and demonstration of sound safety 
practices. Awards are given in several classes of 
competition, according to rifle type and whether the 
contestant is a 4-H Intermediate or Senior. 

Official NRA 50-foot targets are used for the 
marksmanship contest. Separate targets are fired for 
each of the standard NRA shooting positions. The 
four standard NRA shooting positions are prone, 
kneeling, sitting, and standing. On each target, 
contestants fire as many shots as desired on the 
center, sighting bullseyes and one shot on each of 
the 10 outer, scoring bullseyes. The marksmanship 
portion of the score is based on a possible 100 
points for each shooting position. 

Only metallic sights are used; telescopic sights 
are not permitted in 4-H Gun Safety match competi- 
tion. 



Oregon Hunter Education 
Training Program 

The Oregon Hunter Education Training Program 
is sponsored by the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife in cooperation with the National Rifle 
Association. It is a required part of your first year in 
the 4-H Gun Safety project. The course must be 
taught by a certified instructor. Your leader may be a 
certified instructor; if not, you may want to find a 
qualified instructor in the community who is willing 
to help. 

Certification is granted by the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife after a person has successfully 
met the requirements. This program provides 8 or 
more hours of instruction on the safe handling of 
guns and related subjects. The necessary forms and 
materials are available free of charge from the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 1634 SW 
Alder St., Box 3503, Portland, Oregon 97208, or the 
nearest regional Department Office, as Usted here: 
Route 1, Box 325 P.O. Box 8 
Corvallis.OR 97330     Hines, OR 97338 

P.O. Box 339 61374 Parrell Road 
LaGrande, OR 97850   Bend, OR 97701 

3140 NE Stephens        Marine Science Drive Bldg 3 
P.O. Box 577 Newport, OR 97365 
Roseburg, OR 97470 

The Oregon Hunter Education program is only the 
beginning of your 4-H Gun Safety training. 

You may want to affihate with the National Rifle 
Association and the Oregon State Rifle and Pistol 
Association. You can get helpful materials from 
them. Your club, if it has an NRA-certified rifle 
instructor, may affiliate with the Director of Civilian 
Marksmanship. The Director of Civilian Marksman- 
ship (Department of the Armory) is the agency 
through which the National Board for the Promotion 
of Rifle Practice can make available, through proper 
procedures, targets, ammunition, and the loan of 
target-grade rifles to 4-H clubs. For more informa- 
tion, contact a local NRA-certified rifle instructor or 
contact the National Rifle Association. 

The NRA is the official national recording agency 
for all NRA-approved and registered matches. Their 
rule books can be used as a reference for shooting 
contests. Their rules must be used for NRA-ap- 
proved and registered matches. State Championship 
Rifle matches, for national record, are sponsored by 
the Oregon State Rifle and Pistol Association and are 
registered with the NRA. 

Age requirements for NRA leadership: 
NRA Apprentice Instructor 15 years old 
NRA Assistant Instructor 18 years old 
NRA Certified Instructor 21 years old 

Rules and Regulations 
The 10 Commandments of Safety: 

1. Treat every gun with the respect due a loaded 
gun. 

2. Watch that muzzle. Carry your gun safely, 
pointed down—never above the waist; keep 
safety on until ready to shoot. 

3. Unload guns when not in use, take down or have 
actions open; carry guns in cases to shooting 
area. 

4. Be sure barrel is clear of obstructions. Carry 
only ammunition of the proper size for your gun. 

5. Be sure of your target before you pull the 
trigger; know identifying features of the game 
you hunt. 

6. Never point a gun toward anything you do not 
want to shoot; avoid all horseplay. 

7. Never climb a tree or fence or jump a ditch with 
a loaded gun; never pull a gun toward you by the 
muzzle. 

8. Never shoot a bullet at a flat, hard surface or 
water. When target shooting, be sure your 
backstop is adequate. 

9. Store guns and ammunition separately beyond 
the reach of children. 

10. Avoid alcoholic beverages before and during 
shooting. 

Hunting Laws You Should Know 
Before hunting, remember laws and rules can 

change, so always read a current copy of the 
hunting regulations. Hunting Regulations are 
available from local stores selling guns and shells or 
from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

No person under 12 years of age shall be issued a 
hunting license or be permitted to hunt with a gun 
on lands other than the premises of his or her own 
parent or legal guardian, unless accompanied by the 
parent or legal guardian. 

A person may hunt, trap, or fish his or her own 
lands during regular seasons without a license— 
except (1) a migratory bird stamp is necessary for 
all persons 16 years of age and older to take water- 
fowl; and (2) an adult hunting license and appropri- 
ate tag is required for every person who hunts deer, 
elk, or antelope. 



It is always unlawful to: 
• Use pistols or revolvers to hunt any deer, elk, or 

antelope 

• Use a shotgun larger than 10-gauge to hunt or kill 
any game animals or birds 

• Use any semi-automatic rifle with a magazine 
capacity of more than five cartridges to hunt or 
kill any deer, elk, or antelope 

• Use any military or full metal-jacketed bullet in 
original or altered form to hunt or kill any deer, 
elk, or antelope. 

• Use rifles with a caliber designation of less than 
.25 inch and developing less than 1,220 foot- 
pounds of energy at 100 yards for taking of elk 

• Shoot raptors (hawks, owls, or eagles) 

Hunting License Requirements 
You must have a hunting license to hunt for any 

wild bird or animal off your own (parent's) prop- 
erty. 

If you are 12-17 years of age, you may purchase 
a juvenile license at a reduced cost for small game. 
The juvenile license will not allow you to hunt for 
deer, elk, or antelope. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, you must have 
an adult big-game hunting license to hunt for any 
wild birds or animals. 

If you are 16 years of age or older, you must have 
the federal migratory bird stamps with your name 
written in ink across the face of them to hunt for 
ducks and geese. You will also need the appropriate 
hunting license if you are not hunting on your own 
land. 

If you hunt deer, elk, or antelope, regardless of 
your age, you must have a license and the appropri- 
ate big game tag. 

4-H Gun Safety Advancement 
Program 

The 4-H Gun Safety Advancement program is an 
important part of your Gun Safety project. The 
Advancement program is planned in a logical 
sequence of steps, each with a greater degree of 
skill required. It provides opportunities to add 
interesting and challenging activities to your 4-H 
Club experiences. 

The Advancement steps are: 
Step 1   4-H Safe Shooter 

Step 2   4-H Marksman 

Step 3   4-H Sharpshooter 

Step 4  4-H Expert Rifleman 

StepS  4-H Hunter 
The 4-H Safe Shooter and 4-H Marksman must 

be completed in sequence. After completing the 4-H 
Marksman program, you can work toward any or all 
of the other three steps. It is suggested that you 
become a 4-H Sharpshooter first and then work on 
the Expert Rifleman or 4-H Hunter or both. 

The Advancement program will challenge you 
for several years. You may advance as rapidly as 
your interest and ability will allow. As you complete 
each item, have your leader or parent initial it. 
When you have met all the requirements for each 
step, your leader will arrange for you to receive an 
advancement certificate. 

4-H Safe Shooter 
1. Complete the Oregon Hunter Education pro- 

gram. 

2. Fire 50 rounds (shots) from the prone position 
and record your best score for 10 shots. 

3. Do you know of any person who was shot or 
nearly hit by a bullet? If your answer is yes, 
what safety rule was broken? There may have 
been several rules broken. List them all. 

4. Make a sketch of a rifle cartridge and label the 
important parts. 

5. Learn and practice the "10 Commandments of 
Safety." 

6. Make a sketch of a good sight picture and then 
properly label it. 

7. Make a list of at least six objects you should not 
shoot. 

8. Make a list of at least two birds and six animals 
you may shoot all year and a list of six birds and 
six animals that are protected. 

4-H Marksman 
1. Review the Oregon Hunter Education course. 

2. Demonstrate to your club some feature of 
firearm safety. 

3. What is meant by the word "trajectory"? 

4. Learn to shoot from the kneeUng, sitting, and 
standing positions (shoot 20 rounds from each 
position and keep your scores). Review the 
prone position. 

5. Be responsible for the care of a .22-caliber rifle 
for 3 months. 

6. Properly clean and lubricate a gun. 

7. What does "rifling" mean? 



8. Which one of the "10 Commandments of 
Safety" do you feel is the most important? Why? 

9. How far is a .22-caliber bullet dangerous when it 
is fired from a rifle? 

10. What is the cardinal rule for adjusting your 
sights? 

11. Diagram a trajectory path of a bullet. 

12. Complete one or more of the following options: 

• Write a short life history of an unprotected bird 
or animal you might hunt. Tell where it lives, 
what it requires to live the year around, and how 
it reproduces. 

• Make a scrapbook about hunter safety. Clip 
pictures and articles from magazines. Include 
your own ideas and illustrations. 

• Make a wildlife conservation window display 
for public viewing. 

• Make a scrapbook about some wild bird or 
animal of your choice. You may find newspaper 
and magazine articles, calendar pictures, posters, 
or other sources of material you might include. 

• Draw and color a hunter safety poster. Display it 
in a public place. The "10 Commandments of 
Safety" provide good ideas for posters. 

• Shoot five shots at a bullseye on a single target 
that provides rings for scoring. Repeat five times 
and compare scores to see if you are improving 
with practice. Use any position. A good target is 
the Official 50-foot NRA A-1 or A-17 Junior 
target available from your county Extension 
Office or a local sporting goods store. Record 
your 20 best shots. 

Once you have completed requirements to 
become a 4-H Marksman, get your sights on the 
target of 4-H Sharpshooter. 

How far you wish to go in the 4-H Gun Safety 
project will depend entirely on you. There are many 
awards given by the NRA that you can win. There 
are National Junior sectionals throughout the state, 
registered with the NRA. 

Inter-club and inter-county matches can be a lot 
of fun. State Junior sectional matches also are 
sponsored by the Oregon State Rifle and Pistol 
Association. Your leader or county 4-H Extension 
agent may be able to arrange such matches or series 
of matches. Be a good sport, win or lose. A good 
loser is always rated higher than a poor winner. 

4-H Sharpshooter 
The purpose of this step in the 4-H Gun Safety 

Advancement program is to help you improve your 
shooting at the prone, sitting, kneeling, and standing 

positions; to learn to enjoy competitive shooting; to 
be a good sport; and to learn more about wildlife 
and the conservation of natural resources. 

To become a 4-H Marksman you must: 
1. Be an active member of a 4-H Gun Safety Club, 

have completed the requirements for becoming a 
4-H Marksman, and have the approval of your 
club leader. 

2. Shoot the following or better scores at 50 feet: 
Rifle        Light        Your 

Position       Target       Rifle Score Date 

Prone 90 85           

Sitting 80 75 

Kneeling 75 70 

Standing 50 40 

Keep the first targets you shoot at each of these 
positions. Include them in your record with your 
qualifying targets. 

3. List the range commands in the order they are 
normally given. 

4. Observe a wild bird or animal in its native 
habitat and report to your club what you saw. 
Tell where it lives, what it eats, how it rears its 
young, and other interesting information about 
it. 

5. Shoot in competition with other members of 
your club or with another gun club. Always 
observe safety rules, be courteous, and be a good 
sport. 

6. Draw what you believe is a perfect sight picture 
for the sights on your own gun. 

7. Complete at least two of these three options: 

• Write or tell how hunting is important to the 
economy of Oregon. Add a sheet to your record 
book if necessary. 

• The deer is the most abundant big game animal 
in Oregon. Name four different kinds of native 
plants that deer prefer to eat. 

• Most song birds are protected by law. Name 
three birds especially valuable in your commu- 
nity and tell how they are valuable. 

4-H ISxpert Rifleman 
Extremely accurate, safe shooting is emphasized 

for this achievement. It is expected that only a few 
club members can earn the distinction of becoming 
a 4-H Expert Rifleman, but it is hoped that many 
4-H'ers will exceed these expectations and earn this 
rating. It will call for lots of practice, determination. 



and developed skill to shoot the high scores re- 
quired. 

It may take you several years of practicing to 
become a 4-H Expert Rifleman. Even after earning 
the 4-H Expert Rifleman rating, you are invited to 
remain in the club to further improve your shooting 
and to help others become better shooters. 

To become a 4-H Expert Rifleman you must: 
1.  Be an active member of a 4-H Gun Safety club, 

have completed the requirements for becoming a 
4-H Sharpshooter, and have the approval of your 
club leader. 

2. Shoot the following scores at 50 feet: 
Required      Your 

Position 

Prone 

Score 

98 

Score Date 

Sitting 94 

Kneeling 90 

Standing 68 

Save your best or one of your best targets shot 
from each position. Keep these targets with your 
4-H records. 

3. Keep a graph or chart showing scores you shot 
while working for this step. 

4. Coach a fellow club member or student in 
shooting techniques for all four positions. 

5. Make a diagram of a cross-section of a rifle 
barrel and label the parts. 

6. Draw a silhouette diagram of a rifle and cor- 
rectly name and label at least 12 parts of it. 

7. Complete at least two of the three options listed 
below: 

• Read a book, article, or story about wildlife 
conservation. Report to your club or some other 
group. 

• Make a scrapbook or report showing several 
ways wildlife habitats can be improved. 

• In your own words, explain what is meant by 
wildlife conservation. 

4-H Hunter 
The 4-H Hunter is for Gun Safety members who 

are serious about hunting and want to improve their 
hunting skills. It will help you become a safe, 
sensible, successful, and happy hunter. The require- 
ments are flexible to accommodate a wide variety of 
hunting interests and activities. 

You will be expected to practice good sportsman- 
ship, safe and sane handling of firearms at all times 
and to treat private, public and personal property 

with respect. It is hoped you will become keenly 
interested in learning more about game animals and 
their management. 

In this step of the Advancement Program, you 
can learn: 
• The behavior patterns and life histories of 

animals that you are hunting 

• To become a good hunter and have fun doing it 

• How to properly take care of game animals that 
you harvest or bag during the legally estabhshed 
hunting seasons 

• About camp cookery to provide yourself with 
plenty of good, nutritious food while hunting 

• About Oregon's wildlife resources 

• Good places to go hunting and how to get there 
To become a 4-H Hunter, you must: 

1. Be an active member of a 4-H Gun Safety Club, 
have completed the requirements for becoming a 
4-H Marksman, and have the approval of your 
club leader. 

2. Always obtain permission prior to hunting on 
private property. 

3. Respect property and the rights of others. 

4. Be careful with fire. 

5. Obey all Oregon hunting laws. 

6. Handle firearms safely at all times. 

7. "Sight in" your rifle or "pattern" your shotgun at 
least once a year. 

8. Complete at least five of the following options: 

• Field-dress a deer by yourself. 

• Dress three rabbits or chickens by yourself. 

• Shoot and quickly kill at least 10 field rodents. 

• Shoot and kill a legal deer and help dress it out. 

• Track a wild animal for at least a half mile. 

• Help dress out a calf, pig, or other meat animal. 

• Visit a slaughter house to find the exact position 
of vital organs within the body of four-legged 
animals. 

• "Sight in" your big game rifle and then fire at 
ranges of 50, 100, 200, and 300 yards. Fire at 
least three shots at a bullseye target at each 
range. 

• Hunt for at least 3 days during the course of a 
year. 

• Clean and take care of all the game that you bag. 

• Shoot an unprotected bird or animal and write a 
story on its life history and requirements. Add 
the story to your 4-H Club records. 



Build a safe campfire using natural fuel only. A 
match or candle may be used to light it. 

Shoot three game birds on the wing with a 
shotgun. 

Pick and clean a waterfowl or upland game bird. 

While on a hunting trip, prepare and serve at 
least one meal for yourself and your compan- 
ions. 

Cook and serve your family a meal of the game 
you have harvested. 

Recite to your club the game laws, seasons, and 
bag limits for the animals you like to hunt. 

Load your own ammunition, either rifle or 
shotgun, and legally bag at least one game 
animal or bird with it. 

Make a wildlife habitat improvement and keep a 
written history (record) of it. 

Name your own options. You may name more 
than one. Get your club leader to approve it. 

9.  Prepare and give a demonstration on any phase 
of hunting, cooking, field care, or outdoor living. 
Choose your own subject. Here are some 
suggestions: 

Care and cleaning of a gun 

Basic equipment to carry while hunting 

How to sharpen a knife or axe 

How to blacken iron sights for improved 
shooting 

How to dress for hunting 

A safe method of getting into and out of a car 
with a firearm 

How to pick, clean, and prepare waterfowl, or to 
dress and care for a game animal 

How to identify some different kinds of wild 
animals or their signs 

How to load your own ammunition 

How to carry ammunition safely and quietly 

Glossary 
Action—The parts assembly that loads, fires, and 

unloads a gun. 

Buckshot—Shot of the larger sizes. 

Bull Gun—A target rifle with an exceptionally 
heavy barrel. 

Bullseye—The round black center of a typical 
paper target. 

Bullet—That portion of the cartridge that is fired 
out of the gun. 

Caliber—Diameter of the bore of a gun. 

Cannelure—A groove around a jacketed bullet into 
which the lip of the cartridge case is crimped. A 
grease groove in lead bullets. 

Cant—The lateral tipping of a gun while it is being 
aimed. 

Cartridge—A complete round of ammunition— 
bullet, cartridge case, powder, and primer—ready 
for firing. 

Cartridge case—The metallic portion of the 
cartridge (into which the bullet is seated) contain- 
ing the powder and priming charge that remains 
in the rifle after firing. 

Cheek piece—A raised area on the side of the stock 
where the shooter's face can fit with comfort. 

Clip—A holder for cartridges. See "Magazine." 

Cross fire—Shot fired by a shooter on someone 
else's target. 

Dry firing—Aiming and squeezing the trigger of an 
unloaded gun. When done at length, a fired 
cartridge case of dummy cartridge should be in 
the chamber to cushion the firing pin. 

Ejector—The part of the action that draws the 
cartridge or empty shell from the chamber. 

Firing pin—The part of the action that strikes the 
primer. 

Flyer—A bullet hole well out of a group on a 
target. 

Fouling—Any residue left in the bore, chamber, or 
action after the gun has been fired. 

Fouling shots—Warming shots to heat a cold 
barrel. 

Group—A series of shots fired at a target with a 
constant point of aim and sight. 

Hammer—The part of the action that drives the 
firing ping. 

High power—Generally designates center-fire 
cartridges. 

Keyhole—The irregular hole made in a target by a 
bullet that has lost stability and is tumbling end 
over end. 

Line of sight—The straight line from the eye 
through the sights to the target or point of aim. 

Magazine—Part of the firearm that holds extra 
cartridges. See "Clip." 



Mushroom—Popular term for soft point or hollow 
point bullets that can expand upon impact. 

Muzzle-loader—Any firearm loaded through the 
muzzle. Also the name applied to guns made 
prior to the development of the cartridge-firing 
guns. 

Muzzle velocity—The speed of a bullet as it leaves 
the muzzle. 

NRA—National Rifle Association, 1600 Rhode 
Island Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC. The 
official national body that promotes and super- 
vises rifle and pistol shooting competitions. 

NSSA—National Skeet Shooting Association, 3911 
Oak Lawn Avenue, Dallas, Texas. The parent 
organization promoting skeet shooting. 

OSR & PA—Oregon State Rifle and Pistol Asso- 
ciation 

Patch—A piece of cloth used in cleaning the bore. 
Also, the identifying insignia worn by many 
shooters on jackets. 

Pinwheel—A shot placed in the exact center of a 
target bullseye. 

Plinking—Coined word for informal shooting. 

Round—One cartridge. 

SAAMI—Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manu- 
facturers Institute, 250 E. 43rd St., New York. 

Safety—The part of the action designed to prevent 
discharge by blocking the hammer, sear, or 
trigger. 

Sighting shots—Practice shots to align or check the 
sights. 

Smallbore—Common term applied to .22-caliber 
rifles. 

String—The series of shots fired by a shooter 
during one session on the firing line. 

Trajectory—The curved flight path of a bullet from 
muzzle to target. 

TVigger weight—A certified weight suspended 
from the trigger to test the pull. Target rifle 
triggers must support a weight of 3 pounds. 

Windage—The correction that is necessary in the 
adjustment of the rear sight to compensate for the 
effect of the wind on the bullet. 

X-ring—The small, dotted circle within the 10-ring 
of some match targets. 

Zero or zero-in—The gun's sight adjustment that 
causes the bullet to hit the exact center of the 
target at a given range. 
Your NRA Hunter Education Handbook has 

excellent diagrams of the parts of a rifle. You should 
know all of these terms. 
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