
Size of Pens 
The common practice is to have pens that 

will take care of about 50 feeders each. This is 
a good size for handling 300 head or more. If 
you are feeding 100 head or less, however, you 
should be prepared to divide the pens for 
smaller lots. Feeders should be divided accord- 
ing to age, sex, size, and good and poor gain- 
ers. Horned animals should be separated from 
others. 

Allow 125 square feet per animal. For 50 
head, a pen should be 100 feet long to provide 
adequate manger space along the side. The 
width, including the shed area, should then be 
62.5 feet. Eastern Oregon feedlots may be larg- 
er, but in western Oregon where lots must be 
surfaced, pens need be no larger than the mini- 
mum requirements. 

In eastern Oregon, windbreaks alone may 
provide enough shelter. In western Oregon, a 
shelter is needed—30 square feet per animal is 
enough space. Two shelter arrangements are 
shown in the plan. 

For best gains in western Oregon, keep ani- 
mals out of the mud. Research studies show 
that mud reduces daily gain. A paved lot, or 
one covered with a minimum of 18 inches of 
shavings or sawdust, is necessary. 

Mechanized feeding trims costs. For large 
operations, the self-unloader-mixer feeders will 
save labor and reduce cost of feeding. 

PLANNING 
LIVESTOCK 

FEEDLOTS 

CERTAIN construction features of a feed lot 
are usable on any ranch where cattle feed- 

ing is part of the over-all enterprise. 

• Arrange feed lots conveniently, so you can 
feed cattle quickly and easily. 

• Make pens strong—solid enough to hold the 
animals. 

• Have not more than 50 cattle in any one 
feedlot. 

• Provide facilities near the feedlot for such 
operations as branding, dehorning, spraying, 
loading, weighing, and sorting. 

• Locate feedlot in a well-drained area, and on 
soil that will absorb moisture. 

• Make safety in the handling operation of 
prime importance. 

• Use the most economical materials available. 
Poles often are less expensive than lumber, 
and some of the cheaper lumber grades will 
do a satisfactory job. 
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Plan of Cattle Feeding Corrals 
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Layout of Pens 
Lay out the pens for convenience in feeding 

and handling. It is necessary to move animals 
from one pen to another—for weighing, sorting, 

and shipping. 

A suggested layout of 4 pens plus a corral 
is shown above. This plan can be expanded to 
fit any size operation. 

If hay is the only roughage, it may be fed 
in the mangers shown, but the mangers should 
be designed for hay feeding. 

When hay and ensilage are fed, the hay 
bunks may be made along the center fence 
dividing the pens. You can make a slatted hay 
rack above the ensilage mangers, but more hay 
will be wasted. 

In eastern Oregon, where shelters are not 
commonly used, it is a good practice before 
fencing the corrals to build a mound of dirt 1 V2 
feet to 2 feet high in the center of the corral. 
The mound provides a dry place for animals to 
lie. Shavings or sawdust may be substituted for 
dirt. 




