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Where does it grow? Manzanita is 
widespread in the Oregon Cascades from 
Mt. Hood into California.  It is espec- 
ially plentiful on the eastern slopes 
of the mountains in central and southern 
Oregon. Old burns in the ponderosa pine 
country of the Cascades are nearly al- 
ways heavily covered with manzanita. A 
forest fire kills the tops, but has no 
effect on the underground crowns which 
send up new shoots almost as soon as 
the ashes cool.  Sunshiny areas in the 
forests are well liked by the plant, 

Manzanita, in foreground, has bright and it will grow on nearly all mountain 
green leaves and red bark that peels, soils. 

Is it important? Manzanita is important in the pine ranges of Oregon, 
largely because it is so plentiful. Its leaves are seldom eaten by livestock 
except when there is little or nothing else to eat, as in winter when snow 
covers most grasses and weeds. Manzanita hinders livestock movement, and is a 
fire hazard. It is valuable for preventing erosion because it is the first 
plant to return after a forest fire. Deer and elk browse the young shoots 
during the first year or two after they come up, and feed on it during the winter. 

What does it look like? It is a perennial shrub with thick, bright-green, 
evergreen leaves. It has smooth, reddish bark that is continuously peeling. 
There are many stiff branches that are very crooked so the plant appears pil- 
lowy when seen in large stands. The pink flowers grow in clusters drooping from 
near the ends of the twigs. Each little blossom is shaped like a lamp chimney, 
and it has no separate petals. Late in the season blackish berries develop. 
They axe very hard, and no person would care to eat them. The plant grows from 
3 to 8 feet high, and is often in masses so dense it is hard to walk through 
them. 

The flowers are in clusters drooping from the tips of the branches ». 
(1/2 x). 

Description; 

Length of Life—Perennial. 

Height—Usually about 5 feet. In good areas it may reach up to 8 feet. 

How Does It Spread?—In three ways: 1. by seeds from the dark-colored berries 
produced each year; 2. by sprouts from an enlarged portion of the stem Just 
below the ground level; 3« when the branches touch the ground, they take root. 

Shape of Leaves—Wide and round to slightly oblong with a bit of a point at 
the tip. 

Shape of Blossoms—Vase-shaped blossoms grown in small clusters. 
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Description: (continued) 

Fruit—A smooth, small, apple-shaped 
berry having several nutlets with- 
in it. 

Branches—Red, crooked branches with 
the leaves rising from them and 
turning sideways. 

Other Names—Green manzanit'a, green- 
leaf manzanita, buckhorn, small 
manzanita, Indian tobacco. 

The blossoms are vase-shaped, and ► 
each berry contains several nut- 
lets (1/2 x). 

Does it look like anything else? No plants growing in the pine forests 
look like manzanita, but it may be confused with the snowbrush and buckbrush 
that grow along with it. Snowbrush usually grows taller and has less leafage, 
Its blooms are also white instead of pink as in manzanita. Bitterbrush grows 
in the same areas, but is a smaller plant whose flowers do not grow in groups. 
Manzanita has red bark and this, with the green leaves, makes it rather 
ornamental. It is sometimes used as an ornamental plant in parks and road- 
side plantings. 


