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Where does it 
'but can be 

    grow? Prefers dry gravelly or stony soils, 
ound-Tn pastures, along dry stream beds, and 

around old corrals. Mullein shows up along our road shoulders 
in the gravel where the plant picks up run-off water from the 
hard-packed or paved road. It grows in nearly every state in 
the United States and every Oregon county. It originally 
came frcm the old world. 

What does it look like? Two stages of mullein growth 
usually are found in the same area. One grows close to the 
grouncPwith many light tan or yellow, soft, velvety leaves 
clustered at the base. 

The clustered leaves are covered with soft hairs. 
Leaves near the base are fairly broad toward the tip and 
narrow where they attach to the crown. Leaves nearer the 
top of the short stalk are more pointed than the basal 
leaves. The plant has a single taproot like some alfalfa 
plants. 

The description given is for the first year's growth. 
The next year the plant grows taller and produces seed. 
Such plants are called biennials (two years). 

The second year, when the plant blooms, it usually 
gets to be 3 to 6 feet tall. The leaves and heavy stalk 
are covered with small branched hairs. To see the branch 
ing, you need a hand lens. Thick, leathery leaves are 
attached all along the single stalk clear up to the base 
of the seed head. As the plant gets older and the seeds 
ripen, the leaves get dry, droop straight down, and hang 
along the 
stalk. 

'1st Year (l/Ux). ■" -"""aad Year ( l/lOx), 

Mullein makes only a rosette close to the ground the 
first year. It goes to seed and dies the second year. 
The seed stalk is often 6 feet tall. 

The flowers are light yellow and are borne on long spikes on the top of the 
plant. These flowering spikes may be 2 to '3 feet long. The plant produces many 
dark brown rough seeds clustered tight to the seed stalk or spike. 
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How does it spread? It spreads 
entirely from seeds carried by man, 
animals, and by wind and water. 

Is it important? It is not 
important as livestock forage. 
Animals do not like to eat it, 
probably because the leaves are so 
leathery and so woolly, so it has no 
useful purpose and it robs good 
forage plants of water and plant 
food. 

Other names for this plant. 
Velvet dock, candle-wick, flannel 
leaf, and Jacobs-staff. 

Description; 

Length of life—Two years. 

Height—Usually 5 to 6 feet when 
mature. 

Leaves—Thick, leathery, large, 
up to 1 l/2 feet long, very 
woolly. They feel like a felt 
hat. The widest part of the 
leaves is nearer the tip and 
they taper both to tip and 
stem. Leaves attach directly 
to stem, the base of each leaf 
clasping the stem and continu- 
ing on down the stem to the 
next leaf. Leaves are very 

large at the ground, and get smaller toward the top, giving the tall 
plant the appearance of a long, drawn-out pyramid. 

Mullein plant along roadside in Morrow 
County. Note the long, thick, woolly 
leaves and the long seed stalk. 

Flowers—Sulfur-colored, five petals and five stamens on each flower on a 
short stem. Flowers arranged alternately up the stem. 

Stems—Usually only one to a plant, thick and woolly. The base of each leaf 
reaches halfway around the stem, giving the stem an odd, angular ap- 
pearance. Stems usually are not branched, though occasionally several 
flower stems are on a plant. 

Roots—Thick, tough, unbranched tap roots with numerous hair-like roots all 
along it, somewhat like a poor type of parsnip. 

Seeds—Borne in a rough, pitted capsule, two seeds in each. 

Does it look like any other plant?  No—No other plant has thick, woolly, 
felt-like leaves arranged thickly on a tall stalk. 


