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Wedge-leaf Ceanothus 
(Ceanothus cuneatus) 

FLOWERS 

Where does it grow? Wedge-leaf 
ceanothus, is not very abundant in 
Oregon.  It is found in the Willamette 
Valley but only in isolated clumps. 
This plant grows most abundantly in 
Southwest Oregon between the grass 
covered foothills and the dense ponderosa 
pine stands of the mountains.  Wedge- 
leaf ceanothus loves dry, gravelly 
ridges and slopes. 

Is it important? Deer utilize 
wedge-leaf ceanothus more extensively 
than other animals.  They use it mainly 
as winter browse and in some areas it 
is used as a part of the summer diet. 
This small, tough browse plant is also 
relished by goats. 

This shrub is not eaten by cattle 
and horses except when other forage is 
not available. 

What does it look like? You may 
see wedge-leaf ceanothus as a low 
sprawling shrub or as a small tree up 
to a height of 14 feet.  It is quite 
leafy with the twigs growing at almost 
right angles from the stems.  The 
bark of wedge-leaf is gray on young 
twigs and brownish on older twigs. 
The flowers are sweet scented and are 
usually white, although they may appear 
as light blue or even lilac colored. 
In the early spring you will notice the 
flowers because they are in umbrella- 
shaped clusters at the ends of the 
branches. 
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Description; 

Length of Life—Long-lived perennial. 

Height—2 to 14 feet tall. 

Kind of plant—Stiff, upright shrub. 

Leaves—Oblong or wedge-shaped, light green above, pale green beneath 
with extremely fine, matted, white woolly hairs. 

Flowers—Attractive dull white to blue; umbrella-shaped clusters. 

Stems—Numerous, frequently appearing as dense thickets. 

Seed pod  (capsule)—Globe-shaped  or  oblong;   3  celled,   each producing 
one  hard nutlet;   three-lobed,   each  lobe  with an erect horn  on  top. 

Does it look like anything else? No, not in this area of the 
United States. 


