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Longspine Sandbur
(Cenchrus Ion gispinus)

Sandbur is a native summer annual
grassy plant. It is found throughout the
United States and is increasing rapidly
in many sections of the Pacific North-
west. It grows on roadsides, ditchbanks,
railroad rights-of-way, in orchards, cul-
tivated fields, and can be found in thin
stands of alfalfa. It thrives on light,
well-drained sandy and gravelly soils,
especially when such sites have supple-
mental water.

Sandbur reproduces from seed. The
plants may grow upright or spread out
flat on the ground, forming a mat-like
cover. The main stems vary from 10 to
30 inches tall. The burs are produced
from July to October. The blades are
flat, 2 to 5 inches long, to inch wide,
sometimes folded and tapered from the
base to the end. The leaf sheaths are
flattened, very loose, and have a tuft of
short hairs where they join the blade.
The seed heads are composed of from 6
to 20 burs that are , to 1 inch thick,
with sharp spines up to : inch long. The
burs will easily puncture the skin. They
attach themselves to wool, hair, and
feathers, and thus are spread readily by
wild and domestic animals. It is reported
that a single sandbur plant can produce
1,000 sandbur seeds.

The sharp burs have been known to
cause ulcers in the mouth of grazing
animals. The sandbur plant can be
grazed prior to development of the burs.

CONTROL
Crop Competition: Sandbur, being an

annual plant, is not an aggressive com-
petitor in good stands of adapted peren-
nial crops such as alfalfa and irrigated
pastures. Special care must be used in
sandbur-infested areas in the establish-
ment of perennial stands. This means
fall seeding when possible, on a well-
prepared seedbed using heavier than
normal rates of seed and fertilizing for
fast, vigorous plant growth. When seed-
ing in sandy areas where sandbur oc-
curs, special care must be used to pre-
vent the sandy soil from blowing.

Sandbur has not been observed spread-
ing in summer fallow wheatland. Tillage
and wheat competition appears to be an
effective control method.

Sandburs and Corn: Corn, because of
its growth habit and tolerance to atra-
zine (AAtrex) and EPTC (Eptam) is a
good crop for sandbur-infested areas.
Both of these herbicides are effective
for controlling sandbur at rates used in
corn. The corn should be planted in
shallow lister furrows. Corn grows fas-
ter and more vigorously than the sand-
bur, thus permitting the covering of
the small sandbur plants in the corn
rows when cultivating. Timely cultiva-
tions are needed until the corn reaches
the height where shade helps suppress
the sandbur seedlings. Additional culti-
vation and timely use of herbicides are
needed to control sandbur in field head-
lands.

Control by Summer Fallow: Summer
fallow is an aid in heavily infested
sandbur areas. Usually summer fallow
is used prior to establishing a competing
crop. Repeated irrigation and shallow
cultivation is needed for effective con-
trol. Irrigation encourages the germina-
tion of sandbur seeds. Shallow cultiva-
tion destroys seedlings before seed de-
velops. Wind erosion can be a problem
when summer fallowing sandy soil.

CHEMICAL CONTROL
Corn: EPTC (Eptam), atrazine

(AAtrex), and butylate (Sutan), when
properly used, are effective in control-
ling sandbur in corn. EPTC at 3 pounds
active ingredient preplant incorporated
will control sandbur and other annual
grasses. EPTC is somewhat weak in the
control of many broadleaf weeds. Com-
binations of EPTC at 3 pounds active
ingredient and atrazine at 4 pounds ac-
tive ingredient controls annual grasses
and broadleaved weeds. Butylate at 4
pounds active ingredient and atrazine at
4 pounds active ingredient is effective
in controlling both sandbur and broad-
leaf weeds. EPTC and butylate should

be applied before planting and incorpor-
ated. Atrazine should be incorporated 1
to 2 inches deep when sprinkler irriga-
tion is not used. A preplant incorpo-
rated EPTC application, followed by a
postemergence application of atrazine
plus spray oil, will control sandbur and
broadleaf weeds. The EPTC is recom-
mended at 3 pounds active ingredient,
atrazine at l pound active ingredient, and
oil at 2 gallons per acre. Atrazine and
oil are applied postemergence to the
corn and sandbur. Less atrazine is used
with the oil application which reduces
atrazine residue in the soil for rotation
crops. Atrazine should not be used
where sugar beets, alfalfa, watermelon,
or grass pasture is to follow the corn
crop.

Other Crops: EPTC will control
sandbur and aid in establishment of
crops which are tolerant to EPTC. These
crops include potatoes, alfalfa, and
clovers. Check the EPTC label for crop
tolerances and method of use.

Sandbur Control in Fence Rows, Road
Shoulders and Waste Areas: Sandbur
and other summer annual weeds can be
controlled in fence rows, parking lots,
highway shoulders, and other non-crop
areas with 6 to 8 pounds product of
atrazine or 3 to 4 pounds product of
bromacil (Hyvar X). Under low rainfall
conditions, the atrazine or bromacil
sprays should be applied no later than

January or early February. If there is
some weed growth present when spray-
ing, 1 pound active ingredient amitrole
(Weedazol, Amino Triazole, Cytrol, or
Amitrole T) should be added to the
spray. Do not use in crop or grazing
areas. Amitrole is not needed if there is
no green plant growth at the time of
spraying. Repeated spraying is needed
for complete control. The retreatment
rates can be reduced about 50 percent.
Bromacil should not be used near trees.
Simazine is safer to use than either
atrazine or bromacil if trees are grow-
ing in the treated area.

Summer growth of sandbur can be
controlled with MSMA (Dacanate,
Transvert, Ansar, etc.) (Not recom-
mended in Washington). Four pounds
active ingredient, applied when the
sandbur is in the seedling stage of
growth, will give good control of
emerged sandbur. A second treatment of
MSMA may be needed late in the sum-
mer if mid-season showers occur. The
best sandbur control is obtained when
the temperatures are above 70° at spray-
ing time.

Oil and dinitro sprays can be used for
summer spraying. Applications of 40
gallons of oil plus 2 quarts of dinitro
general will provide fair control, but are
not as good as 4 pounds of MSMA. Re-
peat applications as needed.

Prepared by Oregon State University Extension weed control specialists in consultation with Extension
specialists at Washington State University and the University of Idaho.

C.

bOfl Piio%'

Published and distributed in furtherance of the Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914, by the Coop-
erative Extension Services of Oregon State University, Joseph R. Cox, director; Washington State Univer-
sity, Arthur W. Peterson, acting director; the University of Idaho, James L. Graves, director; and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, cooperating. OSU-4M; WSU-6M; I-2M.




