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Growing Out Young Bulls 
Some producers like to buy weaned bull calves and 

grow them out to suit themselves. The purchase price of 
weaned bull calves usually is considerably lower than for 
older bulls because much of the cost of feed and care is 
not yet in the calves. 

Select for performance 
Less is known about growth rate and individual per- 

formance of calves than about older bulls, however, so 
reliance must be placed on the breeder from whom the 
stock is purchased. Dealing with breeders who realize that 
the reputation of their cattle is at stake can be an advan- 
tage. It is, however, the obligation of the new owner to 
grow out young bulls in a satisfactory manner. 

Breeders select each of their herd sires on the basis of 
their individual performance, so this information is help- 
ful when selecting bull calves. Most breeders will have 
actual weaning weights and weights adjusted to 205 days 
of age. These adjusted weights give a useful comparative 
rating of calves within a weaning group of similar age, 
except that younger calves may have a high adjusted 
weaning weight and still be rather small. Most of these 
bull calves will be used for breeding as yearlings, so it is 
an advantage for the calf to be bom early in the calving 
season, and to have the desired size for his age. Bull calves 
of the British breeds (such as Hereford and Angus) should 
weigh over 500 pounds at 205 days and calves of the larger 
Continental breeds (such as Simmental and Charolais) 
usually weigh more than 550 pounds. 

A calf at weaning time is mainly a reflection of the 
mothering ability of its dam. Milking ability of the dam is 
responsible for about 60 percent of the variation in wean- 
ing weight of the calf. The other 40 percent is determined 
by the genetic size of both sire and dam. It is helpful 
to the buyer to see sire and dam of weaned bull calves in 
order to estimate mature size. 

When buying bull calves, it may be a good idea to 
select a few more than are going to be needed, because 
some may not develop and turn out as anticipated. Even 
young calves can be selected for structural soundness. 
Look for correct feet and legs. Most bull calves have two 

normal testicles, but it is a wise practice to check each calf. 
Most physical abnormalities are readily visible. 

Carry out a health program 
Buying bulls as weaners gives them a chance to grow 

up in the new environment and to adjust to any environ- 
ment problems particular to the area. Buying bulls at this 
young age gives a new owner the opportunity of carrying 
out a herd health program. 

The breeder or seller should indicate what vaccina- 
tions and other health practices have already been given. 
Most bull calves will have had calfhood shots for blackleg 
and malignant edema. Booster shots for these diseases are 
necessary and usually are given in a preconditioning pro- 
gram before weaning. Many breeders also carry out a 
health program before weaning that includes protection 
against clostridial and other diseases associated with feed- 
lots. If there are questions, ask a veterinarian about rec- 
ommended health practices. Lice and other external para- 
sites must be controlled. You can accomplish this by using 
dust bags or an insecticide applied through a homemade 
or purchased back-rubber. 

Facilities 
When commercial producers buy bull calves they will 

need equipment and suitable facilities for growing them 
out. A large well-drained lot that gives opportunity for 
some exercise is desirable. Exercise over rough or rocky 
ground will help the animals avoid the foot problems that 
sometimes occur when they have been fed rather heavily 
to get into high condition for a sale. 

Some type of shelter or housing is advisable where the 
winters are severe or exceedingly wet. An open-sided pole- 
type shed is desirable, and a partially surfaced lot is help- 
ful if mud is a problem. A loafing shed should provide 
about 25 to 30 square feet per bull calf. A completely sur- 
faced lot should provide about 50 square feet per animal, 
and a partially surfaced lot should allow about 150 square 
feet per head. 
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About 24 to 30 indies of bunk space or feeder space 
should be provided per head if all animals are to eat at 
the same time. If a self-fed ration is used and the animals 
can come and go, about 8 to 12 inches of feeder space per 
head is adequate. 

If hay or silage is fed, fenceline bunks are an excel- 
lent feeding facility. If self-feeders are used, it is helpful 
to place the feeder near the fence line so it can be filled 
without entering the lot. 

Freeze-proof watering facilities are a help. Young bulls 
need access to a plentiful supply of water. If the water 
system should freeze up, haul water if necessary. Too little 
water can cause slow growth and may result in formation 
of urinary calculi (stones). 

If more than 30 bulls calves are to be fed, it is usually 
helpful to divide them into two groups. It is also a good 
idea to separate polled calves from homed calves. 

Handle as a test group 
When bulls are purchased as yearings they usually are 

rated within the herd or within a test group according to 
average daily gain since weaning, and according to 
weight per day of age. Calves purchased soon after wean- 
ing also can be handled as a test group at their new home. 
If a suitable growing ration is fed and if all bulls have 
equal opportunity to get plenty to eat, they can be weighed 
as yearlings and rated according to performance. 

The number of days between the weaning and yearling 
weight should be the same for all bulls on test at any one 
time. It is necessary to obtain only actual weaning weight 
and actual yearling weight on each animal in order to de- 
termine adjusted weights and ratios. 

Final weight, to determine adjusted 365-day weight, 
should not be taken before bulls are 330 days of age, or 
beyond 450 days. Weigh bulls with a normal fill, neither 
too full nor too empty. 

Suitable rations 
Rations should include concentrates or grain fed at 

about 1 percent of the body weight of the bulls. That is, 
600-pound calves can easily consume about 6 pounds of 
grain in their ration along with hay or silage fed free 
choice. This will help promote rapid growth without ex- 
cessive fattening. As the bulls increase in size, the grain 
can be held at about 1 percent of body weight unless it is 
abvious that they need more high-energy feed. 

The objective is to get yearling bulls up to 900 to 1,000 
pounds or more at 1 year of age if they are of the British 
breeds. Bulls of the larger. Continental breeds might be 
expected to weigh 1,100 to 1,200 pounds when grown out 
on a similar ration—assuming the growing ration contains 
grain at 1 percent of body weight and hay or other rough- 
age fed free choice. 

Here are two examples of bull calf rations that are 
self-fed. 

Ration 1. (self-fed) alfalfa or grass fed free choice 

Ingredient (Pounds) 
Coarse ground or rolled oats 50 
Molasses dried beet pulp 20 
Wheat bran 15 
Coarse ground or rolled barley 5 
Coarse ground or rolled com 5 
Soybean oil meal 2.5 
Linseed oil meal 2.5 

Ration 2.     (complete ration) 

Ingredient 
Ground ear com 
Ground or rolled oats 
Cottonseed meal 
Wheat bran 
Molasses 
Cottonseed hulls 
Chopped alfalfa hay 
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5 
5 
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10 

100 

The National Research Council recommends that rap- 
idly growing young bulls need about 13 to 14 percent 
crude protein in their diet. Also, the ration should be from 
65 to 70 percent total digestible nutrients. As the bulls 
approach 10 to 12 months of age the protein can be re- 
duced to 10 percent. 

Provide salt and a mineral mix. A mixture that has 
given good results is equal parts ground limestone, dical- 
cium phosphate, and trace-mineralized salt. 

Yearling bulls should be well grown, but not too fat. 
Energy content of the ration should be reduced if bulls are 
getting too fat. Fat bulls may fatigue rapidly, and excess 
fat may contribute to awkward mounting of cows. 

To breed cows successively, the yearling bull should 
have sufficient sexual maturity and sex drive. For a yearling 
bull to be used successfully, he should have reached pub- 
erty 3 to 4 months before breeding time. The age of a bull 
at puberty depends on several interrelated factors, but 
size for the breed is probably the controlling factor. The 
production of semen by a young bull largely depends on 
his growth and the development of his testicles. There is a 
positive correlation between size of testicles and volume 
of semen produced. 

To summarize, buying bull calves can be a sound prac- 
tice if they are properly selected, managed, and grown 
out. 


