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MANAGEMENT: 
Everyone's Responsibility 

The Fish Commission of Oregon 
has the primary responsibility of man- 
aging the fishery resources ofif the Ore- 
gon coast. As a regulatory aid, com- 
mercial fishing licenses are required of 
anyone who takes or assists in taking 
food fish for commercial purposes in 
Oregon waters. This means that the 
vessel's skipper and all of the crew 
must be licensed. 

Commercial fishing activities on the 
Oregon coast vary depending on the 
time of year. While some fish are 
available only during certain periods of 
the year, others inhabit Oregon's coastal 
waters throughout the year. The Fish 
Commission of Oregon establishes cer- 
tain fishing seasons to insure conserva- 
tion of our fishery resource. The table 
below gives a general indication of fish- 
ing seasons. You are most likely to ob- 
serve peak fishing activities in mid or 
late summer. Due to overlapping of 
some seasons, a large proportion of 
fishing vessels are capable of fishing 
for several species of fish. 

The Oregon coast is a resource of 
impressive size and beauty enjoyed by 
Oregonians and visitors alike. Its 
beaches, water, and trees all contribute 
to the aesthetic and economic well- 
being of the state. 

Sometimes overlooked by the casual 
observer is the important and interest- 
ing contribution made by Oregon's 
commercial fishing industry. 

This publication will help familiarize 
you with coastal commercial fishing 
and perhaps offer a better understand- 
ing of Oregon's fishery resource. 

FISH: 
A "Finders Keepers" Resource 

Fish in the ocean are free for the 
taking; they are the common property 
of all. The only way to secure private 
rights to a fish is to capture it by hook, 
net, trap, or spear. Once a fish has been 
captured, its disposition is up to its 
captor. Prior to capture no part of the 
fish population can be claimed by a 
fisherman. 

On the other hand, for example, the 
owner of forest land can harvest gains 
in extra lumber by allowing a tree to 
grow. Conversely, a fisherman does not 
reap the benefits of his abstinence by 
allowing small fish to remain in the 
water to grow larger or mature fish to 
create offspring. 

Since fish in the ocean are the com- 
mon property of all, everyone's re- 
source is no one's resource until a por- 
tion of it is removed. This situation 
necessitates public management of the 
fish harvest from the ocean. 
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COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN: 

Weekenders and Fidltimers 

According to the latest figures avail- 
able, nearly 6200 people were licensed 
for commercial fishing in Oregon for 
1968 and 1969. Although a common 
image of the typical fisherman may be 
that of an older and seasoned coastal 
resident, it is not an accurate image for 
Oregon. The average age is near 41, yet 
there are many commercial fishermen 
in the 17 to 20 year-old age bracket. In 
many cases the commercial fisherman 
is not even a resident of the Oregon 
coast. About 1300 of the fishermen are 
from out of state. The remainder, 
though Oregon residents, do not all 
reside in coastal communities. In fact, 
the commercial fisherman lives an av- 
erage of 45 miles from the coast. The 
cities of Portland, Eugene, and Salem 
are home for about 800 fishermen. 

A possible explanation of this is the 
fact that not all license holders are full- 
time fishermen. The peak season  for 
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ocean fishing occurs during the sum- 
mer months, thus offering summer em- 
ployment for people employed in other 
seasonal occupations. Frequently, these 
part-time fishermen are the ones who 
live inland. 

Oregon residents held 2338 vessel 
licenses during 1968-69. Most of the 
individuals having vessel licenses ob- 
tained fishing licenses also; so there 
were not many non-fisherman owners 
involved in the fishing industry. This 
owner-operator combination means 
that the prime investment in vessel and 
gear is provided by the fisherman him- 
self, adding over-all financial stability 
to the fishing industry. This stability 
is necessary in the fishing business be- 
cause the amount of fish caught can 
fluctuate widely from year to year. 

This fluctuation can be caused by 
weather conditions, number of fish in 
the ocean, food availability, reproduc- 
tion rates, diseases, and varying ocean 
conditions. 

CATCHING THE FISH: 
The Tricky Part 

The Oregon ocean offers an abun- 
dance of harvestable fish species. Sal- 
mon, Dungeness crab, shrimp, flounder, 
rockfish, and albacore tuna are some of 
the more common varieties caught off 
the Oregon coast. 

A wide variety of equipment and 
techniques are used in Oregon's com- 
mercial fishing industry. Wood and 
steel vessels are the most commonly 
used craft. 

Fishing techniques vary according to 
species. Salmon fishing takes place 
both on the ocean and in the Columbia 
river. Those fishing for salmon gen- 
erally troll lures just beneath the sur- 
face of the water. Trolling is the term 
used to describe the dragging of fishing 
lures behind a vessel moving at low 
speed. The albacore tuna fisherman also 
uses this technique, but keeps the lure 
on the surface of the water. Albacore 
are generally caught much further off- 
shore than salmon. 

Dungeness crab fishing Albacore tuna fisherman 

Salmon fishing on the Columbia 
river involves fishing from boats. But, 
instead of lures, long nets hung across 
portions of the river are used. The nets 
are referred to as gillnets since the 
salmon gills and head become entangled 
in the net. Most nets hang from the 
water surface although some fishermen 
prefer to drift their nets closer to 
bottom. 

Dungeness crab fishermen generally 
fish closer to shore than do salmon or 
albacore fishermen. Large circular 
traps, called "crab pots" are used. The 
pots are baited with clams, squid, fish 
carcasses, a combination of the baits, 
or synthetic baits. The pots are raised 
daily, weather permitting. Only male 
crabs larger than a specified size may be 
kept. 

Shrimp, flounder, and rockfish are 
harvested by use of trawls—large fun- 
nel shaped nets towed from the boat 
beneath the surface of the water. 
Flounder and rockfish are referred to 
as bottomfish since they are commonly 
found near the ocean bottom. Shrimp 
and bottomfish must be found concen- 
trated in large enough numbers to pro- 
vide a profitable catch. 

The commercial fisherman generally 
pays his crew by allocating a share of 
the catch to them, although an actual 
transfer of fish to the crew does not 
physically take place. When the vessel 
owner receives his payment the crew 
receives an amount that represents 
their share of the catch. 

Commercial fishing takes place along 
the entire length of Oregon coastal 
waters. However, in Oregon there are 
only a few key ports where fish are 
landed. In 1970, five Oregon ports re- 
ceived 88 percent of the total poundage 
of fish and shellfish landed in Oregon. 

Oregon's main ports (in order of 
poundage landed) are: Astoria (in- 
cluding Warrenton and Hammond), 
Newport, Coos Bay, Brookings, and 
Winchester Bay. 

Astoria receives large amounts of 
salmon, tuna, and groundfish. Win- 
chester Bay is the most specialized of 
the ports, depending primarily on bot- 
tomfish. Newport and Coos Bay are 
the sites of large landings of nearly 
equal amounts of crab, shrimp, albacore 
tuna, and groundfish. 

Most of the fish landed in Oregon 
receive some form of processing be- 
fore being shipped to market, but not 
all the fish landed in a port are proc- 
essed at that location. Some seafood 
processors operate buying stations in 
ports where they have no plant and 
this seafood is trucked to other coastal 
or inland processing centers. 

The commercial fishing industry in 
Oregon is a source of pride for Ore- 
gonians and provides a point of inter- 
est for the visitor. This publication is 
presented to help you better understand 
one of Oregon's oldest industries. 
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