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How to Obtain Certified Seed 
Certified seed should be ordered from your 

seedsman prior to time of collection. This is usu- 
ally during July and August of each year. When 
ordering, specify the class of certification desired: 

species 
seed zone 

elevation 
amount 

With this information the seedsman can plan 
his collections to meet your specific needs. Of 
course, collection depends upon the existence of a 
commercially satisfactory cone crop. 

Why Match the Seed to the Reforestation Site? 
Forest research and observation has shown 

that significant differences in timber production 
result from reforesting with different strains of the 
same species. For example, poor timber produc- 
tion has resulted on good, low-elevation sites when 
reforested with good seed from a distant source. 
Foresters now recognize that (1) there are many 
geographic strains or varieties of each major tim- 
ber species; and (2) for each local situation the 
local strain is the most dependable good producer. 
Exceptions have been noted in some situations. 

In time, high-producing strains that are de- 
pendable under a variety of conditions may be 
identified. At present the best guide is to reforest 
with seed from the most local source available, or 
from one of similar climate and elevation. Knowl- 
edgeable forest land managers now insist on know- 
ing beyond a question of doubt the origin or source 
of the seed they use in reforestation. 

the way to a better forest 

CERTIFIED 
Tree Seed 
Certification Does Not 

Cost, it Pays 
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The Washington State Crop Improvement Association and 
Oregon Seed Certification offices can provide additional 
information about Tree Seed Certification. 



Why Certify Seed? 
The purpose of certification is to maintain and 

make available to the public forest tree seeds prop- 
erly identified as to species and origin. 

TREE SEED ZONE MAP 

Field Inspected 

Carefully Processed 

Officially Tagged 

Properly Sealed 

What Is Certified Forest Tree Seed? 
In Oregon and Washington it is seed which 

has been harvested, extracted, stored, and sold in 
compliance with the Official Certification Stand- 
ards of the legally appointed state certification 
agencies. The procedures to be followed in the 
production of each class of Certified Seed are set 
forth in the Standards which have been carefully 
developed to assure that the seed sold is true to 
geographic origin and elevation. 

U.S. Forest Service 
Portland, Oregon 

How Is Origin and Elevation Identified? 
To aid in identifying the origin of tree seed, 

an official Treed Seed Zone map is recognized. The 
Zone boundaries separate areas of different physio- 
graphic and climatical conditions. Within each 
Zone elevational bands of 500 feet in height are 
designated. Thereby certified seed from 0-500 feet 
elevation in the PeEIl, Washington, area would be 
identified as 240-05 or from Cascadia, Oregon, at 
1,500-2,000 feet elevation as 461-20. 

How Do You Recognize That You Are Receiving 
Certified Seed? 

All Certified Forest Tree Seed from Oregon 
and Washington must be officially tagged and/or 
sealed with an official Certification label identify- 
ing the Certification Class for which it qualifies. All 
other documents involved in the transaction must 
carry the same Certification identification. 

Which Level of Assurance? 
Assurance of correct source identification is 

provided by tree seed "Certification." Different 
levels of assurance are available. 

I. Source Identified Seed. Each seed package is 
sealed and labeled by the certifying agency. The 
label is yellow in color, serially numbered, and 
signed by a certifying agency official. Seed to qual- 
ify for this class must have been produced in com- 
pliance with certifying agency standards. These 
require careful control of cone collections, process- 
ing, storage, and sales by the seedsman, plus in- 
spection of all operations, by certifying agency 
representatives. 

Two sub-classes will be recognized in seed of 
1971 and subsequent years: Sub-class A. Personally 
supervised collections—the abest assurance of cor- 
rect source identification. Sub-class B. Procedurally 
controlled collections—the usual and a very satis- 
factory class of source identification. 

II. Audit Certificate Seed. Packages of seed of 
this class are identified by a tan colored, serially 
numbered, unsigned "Audit Certificate." It certifies 
that the procedures, inventory, and sales records 
of the seedsmen have been audited and found sat- 
isfactory; that the source identity of seed when 
sold corresponds to that shown in the inventory 
records. 
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