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stage and wet with dew or rain. 
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of 1 '/z to 2 pounds per acre covered, before 
growth starts in April. An application of 2 to 3 
pounds is used after harvest. This material is 
mixed in water and applied at the rate of 60 
to 100 gallons per acre covered. 

Moisture is essential in doing a good job. 
Adequate agitation in the tank is necessary 

to keep the material in suspension. 
In figuring materials, always consider area 

sprayed and not field acreage of the crop. 
After the harvest season is a good time to 

make the main fertilizer application. If irrigation 
is available, it also should be used during this 
period so that maximum growth is obtained. 
With a heavy top growth an abundance of food 
is stored in the roots for the production of the 
next spring's crop. The top should not be cut 
until fall, after it is frosted down. Some growers 
rake the tops and burn them; others leave the 
tops on the field and disk them into the soil the 
following spring. 

On young fields when the growth is not 
too dense, an annual cover crop can be planted 
between the rows in late summer or early fall. 
This helps prevent erosion and adds organic 
matter to the soil. The cover crop winter-kills, 
and can be worked into the soil in the spring. 

Harvesting 

It is generally agreed that no harvesting 
should be done the first year the planting is 
made. Some say to wait another year or two 
before starting to remove a crop. The main 
thing is not to remove any stalks unless they 
are large and of good quality. Cutting may run 
for only 2 weeks the first cutting season, but 
gradually extends to 8 or 10 weeks on the 
mature field. 

Cutting is done at the ground level or just 
above or below this point. The idea is to get 
all the good stalks that are ready to cut without 
injury to the new crop coming on. These stalks 
are harvested before they become too long and 
the head or tip begins to spread. Cut stalks 
usually are around 8 to 9 inches in length. 

Fresh asparagus loses its quality very rapidly 
after it is cut. It should be harvested, handled, 
and marketed without undue delay. Keep it 
cool and out of the sun. For processing it is 
boxed and then taken to the processing plant, 
and for fresh market it is washed and put up 
in bundles of 1 pound each. 

Diseases and insects 
The main disease of asparagus is rust. If 

resistant varieties are used, such as Mary Wash- 
ington, control measures are unnecessary. As- 
paragus beetles are the most troublesome insect 
bothering this crop. During the harvest season 
they are controlled with rotenone dust or spray, 
methoxychlor, or fortified pyrethrum formula- 
tions. After harvest DDT is used effectively. 
See Extension Bulletin 747, dealing with vege- 
table garden insect pest control, for latest 
recommendations. 

Cutworms are sometimes damaging and can 
be controlled by the use of poison bait made 
for this purpose. 
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Asparagus 
Culture 

Asparagus is our most important perennial 
vegetable crop. It should be given space along 
with other perennial crops at one side of the 
home garden. With good care the planting 
should last 12 or more years. As the stalks tend 
to become small, a new planting should be 
started and the old one destroyed. Commer- 
cial asparagus growers usually plant some acre- 
age every 5 or 6 years so they will have a 
regular harvest each year. 

Asparagus is an early-producing vegetable 
which comes in at a time when the garden is 
relatively unproductive. Stalks cut fresh in the 
garden and prepared for eating make a product 
of high quality. The longer the stalks are held, 
the more fibrous and hard the base becomes 
and the smaller the amount that is edible. 

While asparagus produces earlier on sandy 
loam soil, it adapts itself readily to nearly any 
soil as well as to a variety of climatic conditions. 
It can therefore be grown almost anywhere in 
Oregon. 

Oregon's commercial production of aspara- 
gus has dropped 40 per cent in the past 10 
years, to less than 400 acres. A new interest now 
is apparent in commercial production with the 
use of better chemical weed control methods 
and a strong demand for this crop. Thousands 
of home gardeners grow asparagus for both 
fresh use and processing. 

Soil 
A deep, fertile loam soil with good air and 

water drainage is desirable. Sandy soils produce 
earlier crops because they warm up faster in 

the spring. A slightly acid reaction with a pH of 
6.0 to 6.5 is preferred for growing asparagus. 

Varieties 
Mary Washington, a rust-resistant variety of 

asparagus, is still a leader in our production of 
this crop. Another good variety being grown is 
California 500. 

Qualities most desired are rust resistance, 
good color and length of stalk, long holding 
without woodiness, and adaptability to freezing 
as well as fresh market. 

Planting stock 

While asparagus is grown from seed, most 
gardeners plant 1-year-old crowns grown from 
selected seed by specialists in root and plant 
production. The use of strong 1-year-old crowns 
grown from good seed gives a year's advan- 
tage and a better planting. Even then, one 
should not harvest any crop the first year but 
allow all strength to be stored in the crown. 
This should bring about a good production of 
strong shoots the second year. When they be- 
come spindly or crooked, in the second and 
succeeding years, cutting should stop and the 
planting should be given good care to build 
up the crowns. 

Fertilization 

Since asparagus is normally planted and left 
in one place for a number of years, it is quite 
important that the soil be well prepared. Peren- 
nial weeds and grasses should be eliminated 
before planting. The organic matter content of 
the soil should be built up for a year or two 
prior to planting. Stable manures or green ma- 
nure crops are helpful. Fall plowing is desirable 
to incorporate this material in the soil well 
ahead of planting time. 

Commercial fertilizers of around a 5-10-10 
formula  are  used  for this crop.  One to two 

thousand pounds per acre are used, depending 
on fertility of the soil. After the planting is pro- 
ducing, a complete fertilizer is applied after 
harvest, and some nitrogen in the early spring 
if needed for better growth. 

Planting 
Asparagus plants are usually set from 18 to 

24 inches apart in the row with the rows about 
5 feet apart. Planting is done early in the spring 
before growth starts. Roots should be well 
spread out with the bud pointing upward. 
Depth of planting will depend on the kind of 
soil and available mulching materials. Usually 
roots are set 6 to 8 inches deep in light soil, 
and slightly less in heavier soils. If mulching 
material is available, asparagus can be planted 
quite shallow, using a heavy mulch over the fin- 
ished bed. Where the deeper type of planting 
is used, the roots are set about 2 or 3 inches 
deep in a furrow and the soil is filled in around 
the plants as they grow. It takes from 5,000 
to 6,000 plants to set out 1 acre of asparagus. 

Management 
Enough cultivation should be done to control 

weeds and prevent the formation of any crust 
that might form. 

Proper timing of applications of calcium 
cyanamid will give satisfactory weed control 
in asparagus beds. The granular form used at the 
rate of 300 pounds per acre is quite effective 
when spread in a band over the bed before 
the crop emerges. The surface soil must be 
moist at the time of application. Treatment im- 
mediately after disking down the bed in the 
early spring appears to be most effective. 

Later, as new weeds emerge, the powdered 
form of calcium cyanamid at the rate of 75 to 
100 pounds per acre can be used in a band over 
the row. This can be used safely during the 
cutting season. To be most effective it should 



be used when the weeds are in the 2- or 4-leaf 
stage and wet with dew or rain. 

In some areas Karmex W is used at the rate 
of 1 '/z to 2 pounds per acre covered, before 
growth starts in April. An application of 2 to 3 
pounds is used after harvest. This material is 
mixed in water and applied at the rate of 60 
to 100 gallons per acre covered. 

Moisture is essential in doing a good job. 
Adequate agitation in the tank is necessary 

to keep the material in suspension. 
In figuring materials, always consider area 

sprayed and not field acreage of the crop. 
After the harvest season is a good time to 

make the main fertilizer application. If irrigation 
is available, it also should be used during this 
period so that maximum growth is obtained. 
With a heavy top growth an abundance of food 
is stored in the roots for the production of the 
next spring's crop. The top should not be cut 
until fall, after it is frosted down. Some growers 
rake the tops and burn them; others leave the 
tops on the field and disk them into the soil the 
following spring. 

On young fields when the growth is not 
too dense, an annual cover crop can be planted 
between the rows in late summer or early fall. 
This helps prevent erosion and adds organic 
matter to the soil. The cover crop winter-kills, 
and can be worked into the soil in the spring. 

Harvesting 

It is generally agreed that no harvesting 
should be done the first year the planting is 
made. Some say to wait another year or two 
before starting to remove a crop. The main 
thing is not to remove any stalks unless they 
are large and of good quality. Cutting may run 
for only 2 weeks the first cutting season, but 
gradually extends to 8 or 10 weeks on the 
mature field. 

Cutting is done at the ground level or just 
above or below this point. The idea is to get 
all the good stalks that are ready to cut without 
injury to the new crop coming on. These stalks 
are harvested before they become too long and 
the head or tip begins to spread. Cut stalks 
usually are around 8 to 9 inches in length. 

Fresh asparagus loses its quality very rapidly 
after it is cut. It should be harvested, handled, 
and marketed without undue delay. Keep it 
cool and out of the sun. For processing it is 
boxed and then taken to the processing plant, 
and for fresh market it is washed and put up 
in bundles of 1 pound each. 

Diseases and insects 
The main disease of asparagus is rust. If 

resistant varieties are used, such as Mary Wash- 
ington, control measures are unnecessary. As- 
paragus beetles are the most troublesome insect 
bothering this crop. During the harvest season 
they are controlled with rotenone dust or spray, 
methoxychlor, or fortified pyrethrum formula- 
tions. After harvest DDT is used effectively. 
See Extension Bulletin 747, dealing with vege- 
table garden insect pest control, for latest 
recommendations. 

Cutworms are sometimes damaging and can 
be controlled by the use of poison bait made 
for this purpose. 
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