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4-'' tcd SHEEP PROJECT

Purpose
Your 4-11 sheep project will pro-

vide an opportunity for you:
i To learn how to select and raise
good sheep.
i To learn to accept responsibility by
having a live animal of your own to
care for regularly.
i To develop business ability by hav-
ing a business of your own.
i To learn how to keep and use
records.
i To learn how animals live and pro-
duce their young.
, To learn proper feeding, insect and

parasite control, and proper man-
agetnent of sheep.

Advantages
Sheep make a desirable project for

many boys and girls because:
i Pacific Northwest climate and soil
1rodice lots of good pasture for sheep.
i You can make a good profit on
sheep if you raise and market them
right.
i Sheep can be handled by l))V and
girls too small to handle latgti ani-
mals.

When you select your sheep, one of
the first decisions to niake is the breed
you want to raise. There is no best
breed. In choosing, you must consider
the breed you prefer, how the sheep
fits your community, and your facili-
ties for raising sheep.

Sheep are divided into two main
classificationsrn u t t o n and w o o I
breeds.

Hampshire
Hampshire are one of the outstand-

ing mutton breeds and one of the larg-
est. They have black noses and black
ears, are large bodied, and need lots
of feed. Hampshire lambs grow fast
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Requirements
To be a 4-H Sheep Club member in

Oregon you mast:
i Be 9 years old and under 21 years
before January 1 of the club year.
i Own and care for one or more
ewes, ewe lambs, or market lambs.
You may start your project with a
bred ewe purchased in the fail, a ewe
and her lambs purchased in the spring,
with a bummer or orphan lamb, or
with a feeder lamb or lambs.
i Get your sheep and start your 4-H
sheep project by June 1. Weaner
lambs may be purchased up to June
15. After the first year your sheep
project should continue the year
round.
i Fill out the Project Enrollment Card
and give it to your Club Leader or
send it to your County Extension
Agent when you get your sheep and
start your project.
i Keep a record of your sheep project
in a 4-H "livestock" record. Start your
record when you get your first sheep.
Check your completed record with
your club leader at the close of your
project or by the end of the club year.
i Fill out a Project Completion Card

Selecting the Breed

from birth to weaning time. Lambs
that do not get fat on ewes and are
to be finished on dry feed require
large amounts of feed for finishing.

Hampshire.

and give it to your club leader or tid
it to your County Extension agent 1v
the end of the club year or s In-
structed in your county.

Before you start a sheep proj
you should make certain: that you..
have plenty of feed and suitable
for your sheep; that your daily sched-
ule will allow you ample time to
for sheep; and that ypu have good p
ture and suitable fences for sheep..

Suggestions
i Be thrifty. Do not pay too n
for your sheep. Do not pay high pi
for prepared feeds when you
homegrown feeds that are ju.
good when properly mixed. 1.
how to mix a balanced ration awl
to feed for rapid, economical gain
i Be kind to your sheep. Teach
to trust and respect you.
i Livestock insurance is available
valuable breeding animals.
i Manage wisely. Make your anii
comfortable. Be sure they have sha
fresh water, salt, and freedom fro
ilisects and other pests.
i Enroll for a 4-H Crops projec
grow pasture and other feed for
sheep.

The ewes shear a fleece weighing
tween 6 and 7 pounds. Rams, of
course, are sheared too, but in, thi
bulletin shearing weights are given f.
ewes to allow comparison betwe
breeds. Rams usually shear frdm
to 3 pounds more wool than the wes.

Suffolk
Suffoiks are another good muttoh,

breed. They are very large and ar
recognized easily by their black heads
and legs. They have no wool over their
heads or legs. Many Suffolk rams are
used for crossbreeding to range e\Ve
f or production of market lambs.

Suffolks, like Hampshires, requir
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Suffolk ram.

large amounts of feed and are adapted
to farm flock areas where pasture is
abundant and the lambs can be sold
fat from the ewes. They will shear ap-
proxinmt&l 6 to 7 pounds of wool per

Shropshire
Shropshires are a medium wool

breed of sheep, somewhat smaller than
l-lampshires and Suffoiks. They are
noted for raising large numbers of
lambs. Generally speaking, this breed
will have more twins thati either
I Iampshires or Suffolks.

Shropshires are excellent for small
farms with little pasture. Lambs fatten

readily
on ewes; if they do not finish

completely, they can be fed out on
limited amounts of feed. They are
good wool producers, shearing from
7 to 8 pounds, but may have to be
checked for wool blindnessa condi-
tion where wool grows over the sheep's

Southdown
Southdowii Produce a small but ex-

cellent fleece and are recognized as the
easiest-to-keep breed of medium wool
sheep. Their fleece is the finest of the
medium wool breeds. Ewes will stay
fat with small amounts of feed, and
lambs will fatten out on the ewes and

Southdown.

Suffolk ewe.

produce top market lambs oii the lu;t i

amount of feed.
Southdown rams are used extensive

ly for mating to larger breeds of sheep
for improving mutton qualities of
lambs. The breed is light shearing,
producing only 5 to 6 pounds of wool
per ewe.

Dorset
l)uiscts are one of the very few

breeds that will produce more than
One lamb crop per year. The l)orscts,
both ewes and rams, have horns. They
are excellent for crossing with other
breeds for improving jualitv of
market lambs.

The ewes are excellent milk l)rO-
ducers but need lots of feed to do
well. They are comparatively few in
number in comparison with other
breeds, and breeding stock replace-
ment is sometimes hard to find.

Columbia
t. ii umbias are a medium wool

breed. They are heavier shearing, how-
ever, than most of the mediun wool
breeds. Columbia ewes are exception-
ally good mothers and give plenty of
milk for the lambs. They are an ex-
cellent breed of sheep for crossing
with some of the black face breeds
for production of market lambs.

Columbia.

..

Sb ropsh ire.

Rom ney
Rornneys have long wool and are

particularly noted for their wool pro-
(luction, and ability of the ewes to pro-
duce lots of milk and raise their lambs
to finished grade without additional
feedlot feeding.

Romney ewes are often crossed with
Southdown rams for raising market
lambs, thus getting the fat-lamb qual-
ity of Southdown and the milk-produc-
tion quality f Romneys.

Crossbred
Crossbred sheep arc a mixture of

two or more breeds and (if not crossed
with too many breeds) can be ex-
cellent producing ewes. If you choose
a crossbreed, be sure to get good stock
that has not been crossed too many
times with too many breeds.

Eastern Oregon and Washington
produce many crossbred ewes from
Rambouillet ewes and Lincoln rams.
When bred to Hampshire or Shrop-
shire rams, they produce excellent
market lambs. Ewes from this second
cross make good farm-flock ewes but
are not used in range bands.

Usually second-cross ewes are not
kept for breeding purposes. An exam-
ple of another good cross is South-
down rams on Romney ewes.

Romney.
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Selecting for Individual Characteristics

Size

Select a ewe that has a lot of size
for the breed. Experiments show that
the larger ewes within a breed will
produce more twins and better lambs,
and will shear a heavier fleece than
the small ewes.

Fleece

Pay attention to the fleece on the
sheep you are going to keep for breed-
ing. Look for black fibers in the fleece
especially in Hampshires, Suffoiks,
and blackface breeds. Since bladk
fiber cannot be dyed, it will generally
result in a lower price for the wool.

Breed conformation
Be sure your sheep conforms to the

roper breed characteristics. The head
should be of good conformation, being
wide and characteristic of the breed
of sheep. Look at the length of the
neck and general blending of the body
in determining breed characteristics of
the animals. Every breed of sheep has
its certain color and markings. Be sure
your sheep have the proper color and
breed markings.

Body conformation
Length of body is important in

selecting sheep. Ewes should have a
comparatively long body, so they will
have ample room for development of
lambs when they are carrying them.
A ewe should have a deep body, a lot
of depth from top of back to under-
line. This shows the constitution and
good feeding capacity of the ewe.

To go with length and depth of
body, the ewe should be wide and
should carry this width as nearly as
l)OsSible from shoulder to hind-quart-
ers. Width back of the shoulder in
the heart girth region shows a strong
constitution and plenty of room for
heart and lungs. You should pay par-
ticular attention to see that the ewe
(loes not cut in too sharply back of
the shoulders. Also see that the width
is carried well over the rear and hind-
quarters and extends back over the
rump region.

You may think a ewe is large when
it really just has long legs; therefore,
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legginess should be considered as a
1)Oiflt of body conformation. An ani-
mal that is exceedingly leggy or high
off the ground often will be shallow
bodied.

Rememberchoose long, deep, wide
ewes that carry their width the en-
tire length of the body, and that stand
on comparatively short, strong legs
and close to the ground.

Thriftiness
Thriftiness can be determined easi-

ly by the general condition or fatness
of the ewe. A ewe that is thrifty gen-

Increasing the flock
e extreme care in deciding which

ewes to keep for licreasing your
breeding flock once you have started
your project. Two major considera-
tions should be made. First, ewe lambs
generally should be kept from ewes
that produce twin lambs. This char-
acteristic seems to be passed on from
mothers to their ewe lambs. Secondly,
consult your records of shearing
weights on all fleeces shorn from ewes.
Keep replacement ewe lambs from
those ewes that produce the heaviest
fleece. This information can be kept

Neck
Shoulder Ribs

/A
oc / Loin;t - Rump

4 / : / ''Dock
Muzzle I

I Twist

Brisket-\
fHock

Belly

Leg

Parts of a sheep.

erally will not be too thin and will be
capable of raising her lambs and pro-
viding ample milk. The ewe that is un-
thrifty may have an overshot or un-
dershot jaw. This characteristic should
be checked very closely when select-
ing a ewe for breeding purposes. \
normal jaw on a sheep will have teeth
meeting the pad close to the front of
the jaw. A ewe with an overshot jaw
will have teeth protruding out over the
pad, while one with an undershot jaw
does not have the teeth coming to the
edge of the pad. These characteristics
can be inherited, and lambs from ewes
of this type often have thesame con-
dition.

on permanent record cards. Of course.
the points mentioned in body confor-
mation should be given much consid-
eration in any ewe lambs kept for re-
placement stock.

Culling
All dry and nonproducing ewes

should be taken from the flock, as
should any narrow, shallow-bodied, un-
thrifty ewes, ewes or ewe lambs with
overshot or undershot jaws, and of
course any animal that is diseased. Do
your culling prior to the fall breeding
season so that only those ewes that are
kept for the breeding flock are main-
tamed over the winter.

fl
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The incisor teeth of sheep differ at various ages: upper left, lamb; upper right, 2-year-old; lower left, 3-year-old; lower center, 4-year-old; lower
center, yearling, with two permanent teeth and six lamb teeth; upper right, an old sheep showing long narrow teeth with two missing.

Raising "Bummer" Lambs
Raising "bummer" or orphan lambs

offers an opportunity to join a sheep
project without much cash outlay. The
cost of milk and labor, however, may
be the biggest factor in the success of
raising the lamb.

There are a number of things that
on must consider before you start

raising a bummer lamb:
i A young lamb must eat often. You
must be able to feed it often.
i The lamb should receive some of
the first milk from a ewe since it con-
tainTs colostrum. This milk starts the
lamb's digestive tract to work prop-
erly. If a lamb has not received any
of the colostrum milk from its own
mother, milk from another ewe that
has just lambed can be used.

Care for first 3 weeks.\ ewe feeds her lamb often. The
tirt day, feed the lamb 4 tablespoons-
ftil of milk every 3 hours during the

day, and two or three times during Care after 3 weeks
the night.

For the first week or two, feed the
lamb whole milk. If you have a dairy
cow, use milk from the same cow each
time. If whole milk is not available,
evaporated milk may be used. Mix
evaporated milk and water and heat
till milk dropped on the wrist feels
warm. After about 5 or 6 days, the
milk can be mixed canned milk and

water. Increase the amount gradu-
ally until the lamb is eating about I
quart daily by the time it is 2 weeks
old. This should be divided into three
or four equal feedings.

Lambs must be watched closely for
constipation. If the lamb does not have
a bowel movement within 24 hours,
give him a teaspoonful of castor oil.

You must be careful not to overload
the young lamb's stomach or it will
get indigestion and bloat. More bum-
mer lamb1 die from overfeeding than
any other ausc.

IV LIVIL LIfl. nan,11, weeks old, skini
milk can be used instead of whole milk
or canned milk; however, the change
to skim milk should be gradual. Con-
tinue to feed milk until your lamb is
about 3 months old. Wash bottles and
nipples thoroughly after each feeding.

At the age of 3 weeks, the lamb
will begin nibbling on hay and can
have hay before it at all times. It will
also take grain at this time. The grain
can be whole, ground, or rolled oats
or barley with a little wheat bran
added. A mixture of about each is
very good. This grain mixture can be
placed where a lamb can eat whenever
it wants to. Good leafy alfalfa hay is
best. Lambs will also nibble on grass:
therefore, pasture should be available.

Bummer or orphan lambs become
pets and should not be handled too
much. Excessive handling will not only
cause the lamb to be unthrifty but max'
cause its death.



Care of the Ewe and Her Lamb

Flushing
Both ewes and rams must be gaining

weight a breeding time. This means
that they should be on very good pas-
ture. Providing lush feed prior to
breeding is known as flushing. In or-
der for ewes to be ready for breed-
ing, flushing should be started 2
weeks before the rams are pitt with
the ewes. If lush, green pasture is not
available, feed the ewes to l)otmcl
of grain ier (lay.

Tagging
The ewes need to be tagged before

breeding. This means removing all
dirty and long wool from the hind-
quarters. You can tag ewes with
either hand or electric shears.

Trim the ewe's feet if they are long,
using a pair of pruning shears or a
sharp pocket knife. Be careful not to
trim the hoof so deep that it bleeds.
See picture on page 11.

Breeding
The ram can be painted on the

brisket with a paint made from paint
powder and regular lubricating oil.
When a ewe is bred, the ram will
leave a paint mark on her rump. If
ewes are checked daily for paint
brands, you can tell when they have
been bred and figure when they should

Shearing the wool around the udder, flanks, be-
tween the hind legs, and over the dock will
eliminate work and save lambs at lambing time,
Ewes which 'nave been tagged will tend to
keep clean on early succulent spring pasture.
Tagging also reduces the danger from maggots.

lamb. It takes 147 to 150 days or
about 5 months from breeding to
lambing time. A ram will breed from
25 to 40 ewes during a breeding sea-
son. Ewes come in heat about every
17 clays, starting about August 1 and
running through October and into No-
vember.

Individual lambing pens with built-in feed racks. Lamb brooder is under feed rack.

(a

Time of breeding
\\ st f thy ('iseidps if i dpsirihlp

to breed the ewe early in the fall. The
ewes will lamb in January or Febru-
ary so the lambs can be sold "grass
fat" off their mothers. East of the Cas-
cades, because of a colder and later
spring, most ewes are bred to lamb in
February or early \ larch.

Importance of pasture and grain
\\ tile c\\ es are carrying the lambs,

thev must have plenty of feed. Good
pasture is the best and cheapest feed
for sheep. l'regnant ewes can use pas-
ture as the major portion of their
required feed. They will be carrying
the lambs from August through De-
cember. 1)uring this time there may not
be enough pasture, so good quality hay
or other forage must he provided. A
pound of grain daily will help prevent
paralysis in pregnant ewes and will
help assure plenty of milk and
stronger, healthier lambs.

1a,+1
c

The success of yow sheep pro1ect depends on
900d forage.

I \v(' I raw very Ia'a I ly on thei 1

owii supply of body minerals, chiefly
calcium and phosphorus, for the grow-
ing lambs. Be sure there is alway'
an ample supply of salt, calcium, and
phosphorus available. If legume hay
(alfalfa, clover) is fed, the calcium
needs will be supplied. Steamed bone
meal can be mixed with the salt if
there is need for additional minerals.
Use iodized salt, ground limestone,
and steamed bone meal for a good
adequate, and cheap mineral mixture.

Lambing preparations
Ewes should be tagged again at

least a month before lambing, this
time removing the wool from around
the rear quarters, udder, and face if
they arc wool l)lind. This also is a

.



good time to trim the feet. Ewes
should he watched very closely as
lambing tile approaches.

The lambing pen should be made
rea(ly. You can make a simple lamb-
ing pen by setting up four 6-foot pan-
els. The pen pictured on page 6 pi-
vides heat and protection for the new-
born lambs. Have bedding placed in the
pen and make sure a small bottle of
iodine is handy to disinfect the navel
of the newborn lamb. If the weather
is fair, the ewe is better off to lamb
outside where she has plenty of room.
After lambiiig, she should l)e put ill
the lambing pell.

Lambing
As the e\ve Lambs, the water sac

will come tir-.i. This may break early

. Movable hay rack suitable for small flock up to
10 head.
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and might not be visible. The lamb
normally will be born with its front
feet appearing first and the nose down
against the knee joints. If the lamb is
coming otherwise, the ewe may need
help. If so, call a veterinarian or some
one who is experienced in helping a
ewe to lamb. A ewe will lamb in from
, to 1 hours. if she labors over 3
hours, she should be given help.

When the lamb is dropped, the sac
that covers the lamb sometimes fails
to break. When this happens, be sure
to free the lamb immediately or it will
smother. The navel of the newborn
lamb should he iodined as soon after

Fresh water is a necessity for a successful sheep
enterprise.

birth as possible. A small amount of
iodine poured around the navel is sat-
isfactory. if the navel cord is long
cut to I or 2 inches with disinfected
scissors. The ewe should then be
checked to see if she has cleaned (the
afterbirth tissues have left the ewe).

Open both of the ewe's teats
milking a little from each. There is
a wax in the end of each teat that
may plug the end and prevent the lamb
from getting its first milk. Check again
after about three-quarters of an hour
to see if the lamb has nursed. If not,
it may be necessary to hold him up to
the ewe and help him nurse for the
first time. A newborn lamb must have
the colostrum or first milk from the
ewe to get his digestive tract working
properly. The colostrum milk contains
the necessary food and vitamins to get
the lamb off to a good start. Put the
ewe and her lamb in the small lambing
pen for a day or two, or until you
are sure the ewe will let the lamb
nurse at any time.

Be sure the ewe has fresh water at
all times while in the lambing pen.
After the first day she should have
plenty of hay and I to 1 pound of
grain daily. The ewe must produce
enough milk for the lamb; therefore,
be sure that the ewe is fed properly.

When the ewe and lamb are turned
out in a lot or on pasture, continue
feeding the ewe about 1 pound of
grain a day and plenty of hay, along
with what pasture might be available

All sheep should have an abundant supply of salt and other minerals with phenonthiazine added
to help control worms.

to keep up her milk supply. Feed gla in
4 to (i weeks after lambing.

Docking and castrating
)sL tile lanil) when it is 4 to 7

(i;iv old. Docking is the removal of
the lambs tail. If it is a male, it should
he castrated (testicles removed) at the
same time it is clocked. Several meth-
ods pf castration and clocking can be
used. One satisfactory method is the

Use of elastrator for docking and castrating is

effective. Rubber band cuts off circulation and
tail will eventually drop off.

rubber elastrator'' band. One of the
hands should be put on the tail about
i inch from vhere it attaches to the
body. For castrating, place the band
over the scrotum, being sure both tes-
ticles are below the band before the
tension is released. A disinfected knife
can be used to dock and castrate.

Docking sometimes is don,e with a
hot iron and the tail burned off. An-
other method is use of a pruning
shears.

Docking and castrating should be
done by the time the lamb is a week
old. Most methods are satisfactory,
but lambs must be checked regularly
for any infection or fly blow if the
weather is hot. Use a disinfectant such
as lysol at time of docking and cas-
trating to help l)revent infection. If
lambs are purebred and are to be
registered, they should he eartagged
before they are put with other ewes
and lanil

Spring and summer feed
During the spring and summer,

asture will provide the Iliajor por-
tion of the ewe's feed. Good pasture
includes a legume such as alfalfa or
clover. If a pasture is to be seeded,
your County Extension Agent can ad-
Vi Sc, as to th . rc'c )mmencled I asturc
mixtures for your area.



You should have enough pasture area
so the sheep can be rotated, or moved
from one pasture to another to allow
the pasture time to grow before it is
repastured. By moving sheep from one
pasture to another you will have less
worm control problems, and will also
provide fresh pasture more often.

Lamb creep
When the lambs are 10 to 14 days

old, they will begin nibbling on grass.
A lamb creep can be built where the
lambs can go in and eat grain with-
ut being bothered by the ewes. Whole

oats are recommended. The lamb creep
is a small pen made from panels with
a small opening through which the
lambs can go to get grain. By becom-
ing used to eating grain earls', the
lambs will get fat sooner and can he

Most lambs are sold "milk fat" off
their mothers in late April, May, and
early June. Usually lambs sold at this
time will bring a higher price per
pound than those sold later in the
year.

If lambs do not get fat enough to
he sold directly off the ewes it is then
necessary to feed them. You may want
to feed one of your lambs for a fair
or maybe feed them all tintil they are
'fat enough to sell.

Two methods can be followed in
fattening lambs, in the dry lot or
feed lot method, the lambs are con-
fined and allowed no pasture. In this
method of feeding, the lambs receive
hay and grain as the main feeds. The
other method is a grain and grass
feeding program where lambs are
allowed to run on pasture and are
fed grain.

Pasture and grain method
'When fattening lambs on pasture

and grain, it will be necessary for you
to provide good pasture containing a
legume and grasses. The lambs will
generally be allowed to run on pasture
during the day. They are brought in
and fed grain at night and in the
morning. Lambs fed on pasture usual-
ly are not as firm in finish as lambs
fed on dry lot. Show lambs, there-
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Lambs will start eating grain as soon as they
get their teeth. Locate the creep in a sunny,
warm, dry place where the ewes gather, Note

the entrance panel.

Fattening Lambs

fore, should be finished on hay and
grain.

in selecting a lamb for fattening for
a fair, be sure that it is healthy and
free from internal parasites. Once the
lamb is put on feed, continue a regular
feding schedule until it is sold at the
fair. When feeding a group of lambs,
be sure you have enough of the same
kind of feed on hand for the fatten-
ing period. Once the lambs are used to
a certain type of feed, it is hard to
change them over to another. When
feed is changed, lambs often lose
weight until they get used to the differ-
ent feed.

Dry feed method
Grain fed to lambs should be whole.

Barley, oats, and wheat are all good
grains for fattening lambs. Lambs
need some roughage and may get sick
and go off feed if given wheat with-
out barley or oats. Alfalfa hay is best
for fattening lambs in dry lots. If al-
falfa is not available, a leafy, green
clover hay is satisfactory. Lambs
started on feed should not be fed more
than pound of grain daily. This can
be increased gradually until the lamb is
eating I to 1 pounds per day, depend-
ing on size and weight of the lanib.

Lambs can be self-fed grain if they
are conditioned by gradually increas-
ing the grain to the point where it is

sold at early market when prices are
usually higher. Once lambs start eat-
ing grain, a good creep grain mixture
of oats, mill run, and rolled bar-
ley can be made. Oats and barley are
fed whole.

The same grain mixture should be
used during the entire period the lambs
are creep fed. Alfalfa or clover hay
can be placed in a separate feeder in
the creep. The hay will provide addi-
tional food nutrients and will get lambs
used to dry feed if they are to be dry-
lot fed later on, Lambs will gain faster
when creep fed and can be sold sooner,
thus bringing in more money for the
4-H member. Materials used for mak-
ing a lamb creep should not be expen-
sive but of a temporary nature since
the creep will very likely be moved
from one location to another.

before them at all times. Generally
it is best for lambs on dry feed to be
fed the grain twice daily; feed accur-
ate amounts both night and morning.
Lambs that are being fattened must
be fed regularly, and you must be sure
that they have fresh water and salt
before them at all times. The hay fed
to the fattening lambs can be long,
chopped, or hammered. Feed enough
long hay so that the lambs can leave
the coarser portions without going
hungry.

Expected gains
Normally, lambs fed in dry lot will

gain about pound per day and those
on pasture about pound. If yoti buy a
65-pound feeder lamb or fatten a lamb
of this weight, it will take about 2 or
3 months to feed the lamb to desir-
able market weight. Most lambs sell
best at 85 to 100 pounds, depending
on breed.

Fattening feeder lambs is encour-
aged only when the lambs are not fat
enough to sell from the ewes.

Bloat control
Whenever you feed legume hay at-id

grain or grain to lambs on pasture,
there is danger of bloat. If a lamb
does bloat, the best treatment is a
drench of approximately 2 ounces of
mineral oil.



Disease and Insect Control
SA healthy sheep is a profitable one.

To maintain a healthy flock, you will
need to know how to control some of
the more common diseases and para-
sites of sheep. Most livestock pests can
be controlled by proper treatment.

.

.

Pulpy kidney disease
Pulpy kidney disease, also known

as overeating disease, affects young
lambs. It is very easily controlled by
vaccinating lambs at 2 to 3 weeks.

Pregnancy disease
Pregnancy disease occurs in the

ewes from 2 to 4 weeks before lamb-
ing time. It is caused by lack of cer-
tain foods. This disease can be pre-
vented by providing ewes with good
quality legume roughage of alfalfa or
clover hay, and by feeding I pound
of grain daily for 4 to 6 weeks be-
fore lambiug time. Feeding molasses
on hay also will help.

sawdust in the sheep lot will help pre-
vent foot rot. Treatment consists of
a footbath made by dissolving 3
pounds of powdered copper sulfate in
1 gallon of water. This mixture can
be placed in an earthenware vessel and
the sheep's feet soaked one at a time
for 2 to 3 minutes in the solution. This
treatment should be repeated every
other (lay until lameness leaves.

Maggots
Ewes and lambs must be inspected

daily during the summer for fly blow
that may result in maggots. Maggots
develop from eggs laid by blow flies
in dirty or wet wool. First evidence of
maggots will be the sheep's restless-
ness and desire to scratch. If maggots
are unnoticed for a time, the wool on
the area affected will turn a dark
color and appear moist. When sheep
with maggots are found, they should
be caught and the wool sheared off
close to the skin. Remove the maggots
and treat the ewe with a pine tar corn-
pound that will not only kill any mag-
gots left, but will also act as a fly re-
pellent to prevent further fly blow.
There are many kinds of fly repellent
materials that can be purchased from
drug stores or livestock supply houses.

Sheep ticks
Sheep ticks cause irritation and loss

of blood. This will slow up growth
and gain. Ticks can be seen easily
with the naked eye by parting the
wool; also a sheep that has ticks will

Foot rot reduces profit. Examine feet of your
sheep often.

Foot rot
Foot rot, a common ailment of the

sheep's feet, is caused by an organism
entering a break in the skinusually
between the hooves. It occurs most
often in sheep whose feet have not
been kept trimmed. The organism
oc'curs most often in moist places; also,
where the sheep have been in mud
and it is allowed to dry and harden
between the hooves. The common
symptom is lameness in any or all
feet. A deep covering of shavings or

4'3t
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Ticks reduce vitality of sheep by sucking blood.
Treat your sheep at least twice a year for ticks.

Most sheep on irrigated pasture or kept long on
same pasture will have worms. Treat your sheep
to reduce the number of worms for faster gains.

scratch itself a lot on posts or other
objects. Ticks can be controlled by the
use of DDT, methoxychior, or rote-
none. A spray using 8 pounds of 50
per cent wettable DDT in 100 gallons
of water is very effective. If you pre-
fer to use (lust, use I per cent die!-
drin. Apply with a small hand duster
over the entire body of the sheep.
Dipping requires a large vat so the
sheep can be completely covered, and
is not practical for small flocks.

Internal parasites
Stomach worms and roundworms
are generally a problem where the
animals are closely confined or on irri-
gated pasture. Sheep can be kept rela-
tively free of worms with 1 pound of
phenothiazine added to 9 pounds of
salt. This mixture should be protected
from rain and moist conditions.

If sheep are infested with internal
parasites to an extent that there is
considerable coughing, it may be nec-
essary to give worm capsules to the
ewes. Worm capsules contain tetra-
chlorethylene; 5 cc. (cubic centimeter)
capsules are used for the ewes and
2 cc. capsules for lambs. Generally, one
capsule will kill enough worms that the
rest can be controlled with the pheno-
thiazine in the salt. Where sheep are
on pasture most of the year, they
should be treated with worm capsules
at least once a year, preferably in the
spring. A second treatment in the fall
may be needed, in addition to having
salt with phenothiazine before sheep
at all times.
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Sheep are sheared to remove the
wool for marketing. Shearing time de-
pends on the climate. West of the Cas-
cades, shearing is clone from early Feb-
ruary through March and April. East
of the mountains where winters are
colder, it is clone generally from early
March to April or May.

Generally, shearing is (lone with
power shears, either small electric
shears or larger machines driven by
gas engines or electric motors.

Care of the fleece

The fleece should be renu)ved from
the sheep in one piece. Commercial
shearers will always manage this, but

1 will require care and l)rtCtice if you
(Itt your own shearing.

Proper handling of the wool is very
important after the fleece is removed.
Spread out the fleece with the skin
si(le down on a clean surface and re-
iliove the tags, discolored wool, or

When you take your sheep to the
fair you will want it to look its 'ery
best, and you will want to look your
best, too. Fitting and training should
begin at least 6 weeks before the fair.
You must do all training and fitting,
including blocking. This is your 4-H
sheep project.

Training
Work with your sheep until it is

gentle and will lead or stand as you
(Ic-sire. A few minutes a day for sev-

Shearing
dirts' 1irtich-,. l"old the sidcs toward
the middle from each side. Then roll
from both ends to form a neat bundle,
with the shoulder and side wool on the
outer edges.

Tie the fleece with paper twine made
especially for tying wool. Never use
baling wire, binder twine, or other
materials since rust and twine fibers
will not come out of the wool when
it is scoured and processed. When
cloth is made, remaining portions of
the binder twine have to be picked out
by hand. Fleeces tied with improper

material sell for less; sonic buyers ma
refuse to buy these fleeces.

Value of fleece
The wool from your sheep will pro-

vide 10 to 20 per cent of the income
from your sheep project. Take proper
care of the wool, and market it in the
best manner. Never put tags or dirty
wool in the fleece, since it will be
docked in price. Buyers will not want
to buy wool from you if they know
from previous experience ,1hat you
have included tags with the fleece.

Lay fleece out flat, fold in sides, roll, and tie with paper twine.

Fitting and Showing
eral weeks is much better than sev-
eral hours a day just before the fair.

Teach your sheep to lead. With
your left haiid under its chin press on
its dock with your right hand to get
it to move forward. After your sheep
learns to move forward you may be
able to lead it with your right hand
on the back of its head or by a gentle
tug with your left hand.

Teach your sheep to stand quietly
when someone comes up and handles
it. Always hold it so it cannot get away.

Equipment needed for fitting includes a pair of 6-inch shears, a No. 2 wool card, brush, and bucket.
A head card is useful. Put a leather keeper over shear blades when they are not in use,

10

I )o not niake sudden moves. Never,
never pull its wool.

Condition or fleshing
Market lambs sh old lu vell liii

ished, ready for market.
Breeding animals should be in good

condition for breeding, not too fat.

Cleanliness
Remove burrs, straw, dung locks,

and dirt by brushing, carding, and
trimming and by keeping your sheep
blanketed during the fitting period.
Do not pasture your sheep where there
are briars or cockleburs, and do not
use an overhead feeder (luring the
fitting period.

Washing
Washing is not desirable unless the

sheep is very dirty, because it removes
the yolk (yellow grease) from the
wool. If your sheep must be washed, do
it at least 4 weeks before the faip.
Washing should be done on a warm,
sunny day. Use warm water and cas-

S



,tile
or pine tar soap. Rinse with warni

water. Remove all soap. Allow the wool
to dry thoroughly; then blanket your

to keep it clean. Clean quarters
help keep your sheep clean.

Blanketing
Blanketing for 4 to 6 weeks before

the fair will improve the appearance of
your sheep. Blanketing helps distrib-

'ute the natural oils evenly throughout
the fleece and helps keep your sheep
clean.

A sheep blanket can be made from
a burlap sack. Open a sack down one
side almost to the corner leaving 6 to
10 inches fastened together at the cor-

ner to fit over the sheep's brisket; then
opcn just enough of the end for the

'. sheep's head and neck. Put the sack

iover

the sheep with its head sticking
out of the hole in the bottom. Twine
loops for the rear legs will hold the

11)lanket in place.

.Trimming the feet
Trim feet when necessary. Remove

dirt from between the toes so the sheep
will stand sqtiarely on all four feet.
The feet should be trimmed before the
final fitting since wool is often dirtied
.çluring trimming.

rimming or blocking
Blocking is to shape by trininiing

fleece to make the sheep appear
moother and broader. Only medium

'wool (mutton type) breeds of sheep
ire blocked. Trim just enough to pre-
sent a neat appearance and bring out
good conformation (shape). Ewes for
breeding should not be trimmed as

::

T

A sheep blanket can be made from a burlap sack. Open one side and make a hole for the sheep's
head and neck. The bottom portion may be trimmed so it hang even with the underline 0f the

sheep. Twine loops around the rear legs will hold the blanket in place.

closely or as square as market lambs.
Do not trim too deeply.

The first trimming should be at
least 3 weeks before the show.

Suggestions for blocking
1. Dampen the fleece slightly by

brushing with a damp brush.
2. Trim lightly with hand shears

(blades).
3. Card the fleece so the fibers stand

up straight. Trim, then card and trim
again, several times.

Long and fine wool breeds are not
blocked. Stained wool may be trimmed
out

Final preparation
Before taking your sheep into the

show ring, remove the blanket, card
the fleece lightly, trim uneven spots,
and compact the fleece by light pad-

dliiig \\'ith a slightly moistened wooden
paddle or the back of your card. Do
this long enough before showing so
the sheep will be dry when you take it
in the ring. Remove all straw and dirt
from the fleece. Clean the ears, nos-
trils, and feet. Be ready when your
class is called.

Your appearance
Cleanliness. Be sure your hands,

face, fingernails, clothes, and shoes are
clean.

Neatness. Have your c 1 o t h e s
pressed, shirt tail in, and your hair
combed.

Clothing. Jeans, slacks, or pedal
pushers with a shirt, blouse or T-shirt,
and a jacket if it is cool are all O.K.
Colored clothes are satisfactory and
often more practical than white.

Proper techniques in hoof trimming. Use pruning shears for trimming, and smooth and finish with a knife.
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Lead your sheep into the show ring
with your left hand under its jaw and
your right hand on the dock or back
of the sheep's head. When moving
your animal, remain on left side and
turn sheep by turning its head toward
you. Line your sheep up with the others
in the class. Leave 3 or 4 feet between
sheep if there is room. Stay on the left
side or in fr6nt of your sheep. Be sure
your sheep is standing squarely with
all four feet on level ground, or with
the front feet on higher ground than
the rear.feet.

Always stand, kneel, or squat so you

f ace the judge and so he has full view
of your sheep. When the judge is look-
ing at the left side of your sheep,
move to the front so he can get a full
side view. As the judge moves to the
front you should move back to the
sheep's left so the judge can get a good
front view.

Be careful not to obstruct the
judge's view of the other sheep in the
class. This is good courtesy and is
very important in sheep showmanship.

This bulletin was prepared by E
ton County 4-H Extension Agent, in ci

Husbandry Department, the Extension a
and the 4-1-I Club Department of Ore
State 4-H Sheep Advisory Committee.
who helped with this bulletin were: Mr
Professor Animal Husbandry, Oregon
McCrea, President, Oregon Purebred

5-57-8M
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and to the audience. Do not overshow
your sheep. That is, do not do things
that will attract attention to yourself,
rather than to the sheep. When the
judge comes U to feel of your sheep
you will usually want to move to the
front of th sheep and grasp the fleece
under the jaw with both hands. A
little pressure downward will help stif-
fen the sheep's back.

Be alert. Always pay attention to
the judge and to your sheep. Con-
tinue showing all of the time you are
in the ring. Be courteous and pleasant
regardless of where your sheep may
place. Pay careful attention to the
reasons the judge gives. Wait until
your name is called or until the class
is dismissed before leaving the show
ring.

In 4-H club work w' always do our
best. We learn from experience so we
can "make the best better."

Be a good sport. Keep your head
when you win and your heart when
you lose.

If there is opportunity, talk to the
club members before the showmanship
contest. Tell them what they are ex-
pected to do and how you want them
to handile their animals.

As the sheep come into the ring have
them line up side by side facing away
from the main audience.

Club members may be asked to dem-
onstrate carding andl trimming in the
show ring. Members with the medium
wool sheep may be asked to bring
shears, card, and other equipment into
the ring. Another club member may
hold the sheep. They may be asked to
demonstrate use of card, shears, and
paddle so you can observe their ability.
Check with superintendent or ring
master before asking members to use
equipment.

You may have the club members
lead their sheep in a clockwise circle.

In giving reasons be careful not to
emphasize points or details not included
in this showmanship guide unless they
are carefully explainedi to all of th
contestants prior to the contest.

innick, Monmouth; Mr. Doug Chambers, livestock buyer, Valley Packii
i the ompany, Salem; Mr. Robert Barnes, former 4-H Club memhei
ry spe r. Frank von Borstel, Douglas County Extension Ageiit '4-H
lege at_______ r. Robert Carte, former Baker County Extension Agent; M

corn arry Lindgren and Mr. JoIm Landers, Extension animal hushandi
on, Ass ecialists; Mr. Ed Coles, former Extension livestock niarketir
Mr. K ecialist; and Mr. Cal G. 'Monroe, State Extension Agent, 4-I

Associ ub Work


