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"Eternal Vigilance Is the Price of Liberty"

WHEN the boys and girls of today are men and
women, they will still enjoy traditional American

freedom and opportunity, if they can be trained to appre-
ciate and guard the liberty we have taken for granted.

There is real danger of losing our civil rights; no
other country in the world now possesses their equivalent.

The liberties of English speaking people were cen-
turies in the winning, as the following dates and events
show:

1215--Signing of the Magna Charta in reign of King
John.

1275During reign of Edward I the Statutes of West-
minster declared the common right was to be done
to all, without respect to persons, and elections
were to be free.

1628Came the Petition of Rights.

1670Bushnell's case established the right of man to be
judged by his equals, not his rulers, and trial by
jury instituted. People nevertheless still disappeared
forever into foul jails as a penalty for incurring the
ill will of the powerful.

1679Habeas Corpus Act ends false imprisonment.

1688Bill of Rights strengthens individual liberty.

1701Act of Settlement further establishes individual self
determination.



A Round Table Discussion Prepared Especially for 4-H Club Leaders
and Members, and Suited to All Ages*

FOREFATHERS STRESS PERSONAL RIGHTS

Our forefathers wanted more liberty, more freedom, more individual
opportunity, than had been gained in the old countries, and they braved the
dangers of the New World to secure it. They built upon all the rights
gained in England, and historians tell us that many words and phrases, as
well as ideas, were taken from the English documents mentioned, and
incorporated into our Declaration of Independence, and our Constitution.

The Bill of Rights, though not contained in the body of the Constitu-
tion, is found in the first 10 amendments because some of the framers of
the Constitution thought these inherent rights of individuals ought to be
specifically enumerated. Thus we have our civil liberties.

YIELD ONLY IN EMERGENCIES

In times of great national emergency, we must temporarily yield a
measure of our liberty to our President and other executives designated
by Congress, for the sake of efficiency in defense of freedom.

WE MUST HAVE THE WISDOM TO RECOGNIZE A NATIONAL EMERGENCY,
AND TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH LIBERTY CAN BE YIELDED WITHOUT LOSING
THE POWER TO TAKE IT BACK AGAIN. THE WELL-INFORMED ARE THE BEST
PROTECTORS OF LIBERTY.

Let us learn to know the nature and value of our heritage. Youth
can play an important part in helping to form sound public opinion on this
question. Four-H Club boys and girls are well fitted to make their indi-
vidual contributions toward defending and fostering our heritage of
freedom.

A round-table discussion comparing our democracy with a dictator-
ship is outlined for use of 4-H boys and girls and older youth groups.

"Reproduced by permission from National 4-H Club News, Chicago, Illinois.



Which Do You Choose?
LIFE IN A DEMOCRACY

I. The INDIVIDUAL is supreme. A
democracy is a government of, by,
and for the people; the Preamble
of the Constitution says, "We the
people," etc.

II. The INDIvIDuAl, possesses cer-
tain inalienable rights; viz., "life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiL
ness," as the Declaration of Inde-
pendence says; (right of trial by
jury; the writ of habeas corpus).

III. There are no CLASS distinc-
tions. "All men are born free and
equal."

Titles of nobility are not recog-
nized, and society has no hereditary
strata.

Citizens may choose or change
occupations at will. Any man may
rise from the lowest to the highest
position economically, politically, or
intellectually; the law gives to each
an equal opportunity.

IV. Freedom of WORSHIP is guar-
anteed by our Constitution. Church
and State are separate and all
churches are free to teach their
creeds and hold their services.
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LIFE IN A DICTATORSHIP

I. The STATE is supreme; the indi-
vidual exists for the State.

II. The STATE possesses discretion-
ary power of life and death over its
citizens, who have only such liberty
as is granted by the State.

Their happiness is the concern of
the State, as high morale is import-
ant to their efficiency. (Italy pro-
vides the Dopolavoro, an organiza-
tion which takes charge of leisure-
time recreations.)

The secret police in Germany,
Russia, and Italy ignore any for-
mer right to fair trial, or to a writ
of habeas corpus.

III. CLASS distinctions are definite,
and generally immovable, barriers.
Classes exist by reason of noble
birth, by decree, or by occupation,
which is often hereditary.

Some dictatorships have abolished
titles, but created classes by regi-
mentation of workers, farmers, etc.
The Guild system of the Middle
Ages seems to be returning.

Party officials, such as Nazis or
Fascists, constitute a definite class,
with the party membership card a
prerequisite. In Italy the tax col-
lector takes the party dues.

IV. Freedom of WORSHIP as we
know it, does not exist. There is
religious persecution of certain
creeds in all dictatorships.
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Religion is not Compulsory and
citizens have liberty of conscience
to reject all doctrines of religion if
they wish.

Our founding fathers were men
of deep religious faith, and Divine
guidance is everywhere evident in
the characters of our liberties which
they drew up and adopted. God is
legally acknowledged in the oath of
office taken by the President of the
United States, and in all legal oaths.

V. FREEDOM OF SPEECH is express-
ly guaranteed. This includes free-
dom of the press, freedom of as-
sembly, and freedom of the radio
by implication; privacy of com-
munications, such as telegraph, tele-
phone, radio, and the mails, etc.

As long as these rights remain
inviolate, democracy will be safe,
and any emergency delegation of
temporary powers, as in wartime,
can be taken back by the people, in
whom all powers are vested.

Partial censorship in regard to
national defense measures does not
have the effect of nullifying these
rights.

VI. The right to VOTE belongs to all
citizens of voting age, regardless of
race, creed, or color.

The representatives who make
our laws and run the business of

All dictatorships pay reverence,
usually reserved for Deity, to the
person of the dictator.

Party doctrines of the Nazi Party
combined with the ancient rites of
Wotan, are said to be taught in
Germany as a sort of State religion.

Church and State are combined
in Italy, but Jews are persecuted.
The Lateran Treaty made Musso-
lini's peace with the Holy See, but
it appears to be lip-service on his
part, as Osservatore Roniano, the
newspaper of the Pope, is sup-
pressed at times.

In general, religions may be said
to suffer oppression in dictatorships.

V. FREEDOM OF SPEECH as we know
it does not exist. A ruthless secret
spy system makes even confidential
speech with one's family inadvis-
able. Public utterances and public
gatherings are by permit only. Free
conversations among groups of
friends are dangerous, and criticism
of the dictator or the government
is considered treason.

Mail is censored, telephone wires
are tapped, telegrams are censored.

Newspapers are used by govern-
ment as propaganda organs, and all
news is censored and "slanted."

News unfavorable to government
or dictator is suppressed. News of
other countries likely to cause un-
rest is omitted.

VI. All eligible citizens must VOTE,
under penalty. The party choices
however, are not made by the voters
or the party members at large; all
slates are selected by party officers.
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our government are elected, at fre-
quent intervals. Our judiciary is
elected in most cases, and where ap-
pointed, elected officials make the
appointments.

All citizens have the duty to par-
ticipate in government, and should
be members of a political party, as
our candidates for public office orig-
mate in the party, where a first
choice is made betwen party can-
didates. Later the candidates of
the parties oppose each other.

There is no penalty for failure to
vote, but democracy works best
when all citizens take part in
politics.

VII. EDUCATION, lfl the United
States, is free from control by gov-
ernment. Curricula and textbooks
are selected by educators, who en-
joy perfect liberty of conscience.

Free public schools insure a high
percentage of literacy, and extend
through the high-school level. Land-
grant colleges and an abundance of
free scholarships, fellowships, etc.,
make higher education available to
more persons than in any other
country in the world.

There is also much education to
be gained from our free forums,
free radio, and press.

VIII. United States enjoys the
highest LIVING STANDARDS of any
nation in the world.

Our homes are more comfortable

There is but one party. "Elections,"
therefore, are confirmatory; the
proposition desired by the dictator
appears, and the voter marks "yes."
Voters receive a button, something
like a campaign button, which
shows they have voted. Depositing
the ballot, without a vote is thought
to be insulting, and is dangerous,
likely to be avenged with a severe
beating or worse.

Nobody who has the duty to vote,
remains away from the polls; that
too is dangerous.

VII. EDUCATION in dictatorships is
controlled by the State, and used
to indoctrinate youth with the polit-
ical theories of the party in power.

There are no free schools, and in
Germany church schools have been
abolished. Church schools still
exist in Italy, and though inex-
pensive, are not free.

The Soviet First Reader says on
page 1, "There is no God."

The Nazi Party in Germany has
proscribed and destroyed many
textbooks of known scientific and
literary merit because they were
not written by "Aryans." The
Nazis prescribe the textbooks and
the courses of study, and appoint
the teachers.

The percentage of literacy has
never been high ih Italy in the lower
classes.

VIII. LIVING STANDARDS in dic-
tatorships are at subsistence level.
All food is rationed, and cards must
be presented for each purchase;
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and convenient, our food is more
abundant, of better quality, and
better distributed, our labor-saving
devices and household machinery
are of better quality and in wider
use, our clothing is of better grade
and more available, than in any
other country.

Citizens may produce what food
they please and keep it for their
own use; they may buy whatever
they can afford, and keep it. They
may lay in supplies ahead.

There is an abundance of dairy
products, meat, fruits and vege-
tables, etc., available in our mar-
kets.

People own their homes and
farms, or buy them on contract, in
rost cases.

IX. MILITARY SERVICE, volunteer in
peace, conscription in war.

Military training available in
land-grant colleges and many high
schools. U. S. Military and Naval
Academies train officers free. State
Militia.

X. INDIVIDUAL OPPORTUNITY in the
United States is practically limited
only by individual capacity and will-
ingness to work. There is no re-
striction on the right of any person
to choose any career he desires.

There are opportunities for peo-
ple without money, but with special
aptitudes or interests, to succeed.

Government leaves business to in-
dividual enterprise, although it
makes subsidies to certain lines, and
restricts others within reasonable
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prices are regulated, but are high.
No citizen may determine what

foodstuffs he shall raise; nor may
he keep or dispose of his produce as
he desires. Scarcity prevails, and
there are no luxuries to be had.

Clothing is rationed, also. The
materials are substitute or shoddy,
and the price high.

Household conveniences and la-
bor-saving devices are very scarce;
the housewives of Europe have
never had the convenient, comfort-
able homes one might have ex-
pected. Tenancy is almost the rule.

Diet of agrarian workers in Italy
is polenta (cornmeal mush) sea-
soned with salt, a government mo-
nopoly, at 12 a pound, with meat
practically unknown, and olive oil
and spaghetti restricted.

Fuel rationed and scarce.

IX. MILITARY SERVICE universal
and compulsory. First training be-
gins at age of six.

Athletic training for girls, and
period of compulsory service in
farm or home, follows.

X. INDIVIDUAL OPPORTUNITY is
drastically regulated in dictator-
ships. The government regiments
the citizens, and may demand or
exclude their services at will, in
any given field. It may send city
workers to a farm, or farmers to a
factory.

It regulates and controls all busi-
ness, even though privately owned.
The managers of farms and fac-
tories, privately owned, are often
party members, who are shifted at
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bounds, in order to equalize oppor-
tunity. For example, there are ship
subsidies, AAA allotments, and the
Export-Import Bank; there are also
laws to curb trusts and monopolies,
conserve our natural resources, such
as oil and silver, and so on.

Business is left as free as pos-
sible, but working conditions, hours
and conditions of labor, etc., are
regulated to protect workers.

With few exceptions, public utili-
ties are privately operated.

The pensions, old age assistance,
social security, home and farm
loans, and government building
loans, in use in Europe, are in effect
here, but on more generous terms.

will by the dictator or his execu-
tives. Editors of papers are simi-
larly shifted about.

Farmers are mostly tenants, with
their crops dictated and at the dis-
position of government, as are their
herds, swine, flocks, poultry, etc.
Public utilities are government
monopolies.

Sons are not encouraged to enter
new businesses; they are regimented
to the lines of endeavor pursued by
their fathers.

Pensions, home and farm loans,
old age assistance, and benefits to
large families according to the num-
ber of children, are all in operation
in dictator countries. But misery
and destitution is general, neverthe-
less.

Regimentation places wealth and
industry at the disposition of the
State, but new wealth is not created.
The population is increasing, so per
capita wealth is less.
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