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FEEDING CULL POTATOES TO HOGS
by

A. W. Oliver

Four hundred twenty-five pounds of cooked potatoes are required to
replace 100 pounds of barley, corn or wheat, when fed at the rate of
four pounds to one pound of grain.

Potatoes should be cooked before being fed as it greatly increases
their feeding value and palatability. It requires 600 pounds of raw potatoes
to replace 100 pounds of giain as compared to 425 pounds of cooked potatoes,
or a saving of 30 per cent. Cooking greatly increases their palatability
so that the pigs can be induced to consune enough potatoes to make the proper
gains or growth without the use of an excessive amount of grain. Potatoes
should be cooked urrtil they are mealy and the skins burst. Cooking pota-
toes enough for table use is not sufficient for hogs No more water should
be used in cooking than is absolutely necessary. Adding water increases
th amount of water the pigs have to concume, which will in turn decrease
the amount of potatoes they can consume and thereby decrease the gains.
Potatoes can be cooked in a barrel with stam by running a steam hose to
the bottom of the barrel and covering the barrel with gunny sacks. Another
convenient way is to cook them in the scalding vat by adding about two
inches of water in the bottoni of the vat and by covering the potatoes
with gunny sacks to keep in the heat. The water the potatoes were cooked
in should be poured off as it is bitter and unpalatable.

Do not cook the grain with potatoes as cooking the grain decreases
the feeding value of the grain. The grain can be mixed with potatoes after
they are cooked.

As indicated above, cooked potatoes give the best results when
fed at the rate of four pounds of potatoes to one pound of grain. Where
a farmer has a very large amount of potatoes and a limited amount of grain,
he can feed more potatoes than four to one but the feeding value of the
potatoes will be decreased and the daily gains will be less. Pigs will
not get fat on potatoes alone.

Cooked potatoes can be fed to all classes of' hogs but the proportion
of grain to potatoes should be varied to suit their needs. It is not
advisable to compel weanhing pigs to consume more than two pounds of pota-
toes to one of grain. For fattening pigs the best proportion is four
pounds of potatoes to one pound of grain. For the breeding herd a higher
proportion of potatoes may be used, that is, about six pounds potatoes to
one pound of grain. Weanling pigs or fattening pigs should be fed all
they will consume but for the breeding herd only enough should be used to
keep them in good breeding condition,

Barley, corn or wheat are best suited to feed with potatoes for
fattening pigs, while oats are suitable for the breeding herd. Bulky
feed such as bran, mill run, etc., should not be fed with potatoes. Skim
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milk or butter milk can be fed with potatoes, but such feeds replace the
potatoes of the ration rather than the grain.

The grain can be spread on top of the potatoes in the trough.
Care should be taken that the potatoes are not allowed to sour before
feeding.

Fattening pigs reed sou profein to balance the ration of grain
and potatoes, also they need some alfalfa nieal for vitamins. Half a
pound of tankage or fis1mal daily, per pig, is sufficient and about
1/4 pound alfalfa nal will balance the ratio
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