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Many people think thtt landscpe architecture is an art which was brought
into existence for the benefit of wealthy men and park superintendents. Mere
mention 0± the name "Landscape Architecture" brings to their minds pictures of
wonderful estates, beautiful garden architecture, great stretches of perfect
lawns, and evidence everywhere of the expenditure of enormous sums of money.
This idea is not correct if we are to accept the definition ordinarily given
for the idea. of landscape architecture. Some authorities define this work as
the fitting of grounds for human use. If such is the case/ then we can
practice this art whether we are laying out a rich nion's estate, a large city
park, the grounds around a country church or school house, the grounds surround-
ing a grange hail, or the area immediately surrounding a farm home. Ii' we go

about this development work in a thouphtful manner, we must have in mind
several cardinal principles which, working together, produce pleasing results
or a dismal failure.

Above all thjn,s our work must be so directed that the land under
development becomes more convenient to the user as we proceed in solution of
the problem. A house may be ever so beautiful, but if it is continually
inconvenient, it is a source of annoyance. Such is the case with the grounds.
Let a. walk be incorrectly located, then we have this inconvenient arrangement
to contend with every time we pass over the walk. Many people rebel in this
particular instance and we find, trails across the grass where the walk should
have ben located in the first place. Again, this plan must be so worked up
that its initial cost is not too great, and more important still, the mainte-
nance of the improvement must not be beyond the means of the owner. It is a

very grave error to attempt more than one can successfully carry out and no
landscape work can be brought to completion until the trees and shrubs are
fully matured, and this usually means upkeep spread out over fifteen or twenty
years at the least. When such maturity is re'ched, the various units in the
entire picture must be pleasing. The trees should be interestingly grouped.
They should have space enough in which to develop to their normal size. They
should be so located that they do not interfere with traffic of any kind, that
they form a ood setting for the building in the picture, and they should be
well grown. The same is true of all shrubbery used. It should be so located

as to appear perfectly natural and reasonable, not merely stuck into the
conibintion because it happens to be ornamental. The seine is true of any

other features which may be used in connection with the landscape development
of the grounds.

The first step in any work of this kind is the drawing up of a plan.
One should sketch out, no matter how roughly, a general line of development
and study it, perhaps through the winter months, making any necessary changes
which may come up from time to timnc .s he considers his problem. After the

plan is once decided upon, be very slow to make changes. The principal value

of the pLn i that it directs one along a. given line of work instead of allow-
ing him to jump in a haphazard manner from this idea originated in the home
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to another ides from a neighbor, to a third one from the preacher, and to many
others picked up here and there, as the designer has an opportunity to observe

landscape work.

If we are to make things convenient, the first step is to plan for what

we can circulation. We must get the vehicular traffic to and from the barn
or to and from the church, or the school building, or the county fair grounds,

as the case may be. If this circulation cannot be properly taken care of, the

rest of the work had better be left uncone. With the drive laid out in the
most convenient mariner, we then have the walks to care for if there be any.
There walks are necessary, they should be located. In most rural gardening,

a walk is not an ornament, and the fewer of them we have to ue around the home

grounds the more attractive will be the picture. A walk does two things. It

carries people from one point to another dry shod, and it serves to cut up a

grass area where a continuous expanse of green is usually more desirable.

Walks become ornamental when they are worked into expensive, formal gardens
and used to bring out the desin of that area, or when the walks are quite
elaborate on a big estate and lead in many directions throughout the extent
of the property, showing the visitor a beautiful view from this point, a snow-
capped mountain peak from another point, a body of water from a third, etc.
They serve no useful purpose except to brine people to these points where

beautiful views may be obtained. In most of the more modern bits of landscape
work, the walks are almost strictly utilitarian, and the fewer of them used
in keeping with convenient arrangement the better.

It is always desirable where possible to set off an area near the

kitchen which can be used strictly ior service. Wood should go into the shed

from this point, and this same area can be used for a dry yard for laundry.
In fact this service area should be worked up so that it is a most attractive

outdoor kitchen. Shade with reference to the hours when it is the most needed

should be provided, and it is oftentimes possible to work in the flower garden

in connection with this area so that the women in the home are in a position

to enjoy the flower garden during their working hours, rather than leave the

flowers to the casual glance of the passer-by along the county highway. The

flower garden is the most intimate and private part of our home grounds, and

should be reserved for the use of the family and its guests.

In most rural districts beautiful distant views may be obtained and,

where feasible, much should be made of them. They should be so framed by the

use of large tree masses that they stand out as individual pictures when

viewed from the veranda, or from the winaows of the living room. iThere three

or four of these magnificent views exist, it is best to break thea up into

several individual pictures from a viewpoint near the veranda. It might be

desirable from some one point to have all of the beautiful views brought

together in one great panorama, but this point should be a slight distance

from the home, and can oftentimes be used as the principal objective for the

location of the garden itself. Then from a small shelter built at the end
of this garden, we might be able to enjoy the complete panorama when we so

desired.

We are now in a position to consider the use of plantings. Too many

people seem to think that in order to do landscape work they must merely

collect trees and shrubbery from the nurseries or from the neighbors and plant

this stock as individual specimens in a hit-or-miss arrangement throughout
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their grounds. The rarer and more difficult plants to grow they can secure,
the better these people are satisfied, and we find tiLem so enthusiastic about
collecting this class of material that they soon have developed their home
grounds into a horticultural museum where all the oddities known to men
interested in ornanenta3. horticulture are collected. This promiscuous collect-
ing of plants is quite a mistake. The planting, with the exception of that
found in the garden, acts merely as a big framework for a picture with the
principal element that of the home, t he church, the community building, or
whatever it may be. It should not be so prominent as to excite an undue amount
of interest, but we should be consious of a big, simple arrangement of trees
and shrubs around our home grounds. The trees framing the views, and those
located to the rear of the house furnishing the bckground are usuafly enough.
The average city lot will not supoort a large tree, while many farm homes
are very attractive simply because of the plsnting of many large trees. The
scale of the open ares surrounding the home will determine this. Once the
principal framework is worked out with trees, then we rely upon shrubbery for
the finishing touches, and it may be divided roughly into two classes; the
stock which appears attractive to us when we are close at hand, and that which
is much rougher and more irregular but looks very attractive when it is placed
at a distance of sixty-five or seventy feet from the viewpoint. The material
that will stand this close inspection should be brought close to the necessary
walk or drive and be used largoly for the planting o± shrubbery which is to be
located around the foundation of the

homes The larger masses of shrubbery
should 'be back among the trees arid should be used for the planting or building
of screens which may be used to block out many views that are not attractive.
A barn and barnyard located near the home should not necessarily be considered
unattractive. In many cases, in fact, the Carmi buildings together with the
home present a most attractive picture. This is not so in all cases, and it
may be desirable to screen out the farm buildings. This is not always practi--
cable however. A partial screen should then be selected, providing a good
view from the house to the barn so that the farmer can keep in close touch
with conditions around the barn.

A careful study of catalogs will often give one the information he
wants with regard to plant material, and it is always advisable to have a
number of them on hand. Some of the magazines dealing with the gardening
subjects are worth while. Books on plant materials should be in the local
library, and ii riot found there, one can often obtain them from the State
Library. The following materials might be sugested for use in the Wiflamette
Valley and in most oi the other western sections of the state where water is
available: Orebon aple, Pin Oak, Scarlet Oak, Black Locust, European Linden,
Pmerican Elm, Cork Elm, Horse Chestnut, Norway Maple, Willows and Alders; for
some pieces, Balm of Gilead, Lombardy Poplar used very sparingly, cherry trees
such as Bing, Lembert and other sweet cherries Chestnut, English Walnut,
Black Walnut, and a few of our native evergreens. Catalog listings by nursery-
men in eastern Oregon may be considered a general guide as to hardiness in
that section.

Shrubs: Iost all the Spireas. all the Viburnums or Snowballs, all of
the Privets, Barberries, Hydrangeas, and the following shrubs which are native
to the i1lamette Valley and which can be collected in large measure from the
woods not far from most rural communities.- Mock Orange, Oregon Grape, Mountain
Spray, Red flowering Currant, Mountain Lilac. Vine Maple, Ninebark, Wax Berries
Indian Peach Rhododendrons, Azalea, red and blue Elderberry, Sweetbriar Rose
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and others. These can all be used as valuable ornamentals and adapt themselves
reodily to heavy massing when piaifted in large areas.

Vines appear especially attractive on the veranda. They give one not
only shade but a feeling of privacy that cannot be obtained otherwise Also
the green of the lawn is carried up onto the house and makes the foundation
lines less abrupt, adding materially to the attractiveness of it all. The
following vines can be used to advantage: Haii's Japanese Honeysuckle,
Virginia Creeper, Jpenese Clematis, Dutc1nan's Pipe, Wistaria, Large-Flowered
Clematis and Scarlet Trumpet Vine. Place these vines so that the winter twigs
do not cast shadows against windows.

The materials that have been listed can be used in the main part of
the lawn or grounds and the two following classes should be grouped within the
little garden area, which should be set off by itself- All old-feshioned
perennials, like the peony, iris, phios, larkspur, foxglove, sweet william,
lilies and pinks belong in a little garden border by themselves. Connected
with this, we should find the roses where they exist by themselves rather
than to find them scattered romiscuousiy out around the lawn.

If some such arrangement as outlined can be worked out for the farm
home, it will be found that the members of the home will be in a position
really to enjoy the condition created and they will find that the maintenance
or upkeep of the .ace will be very much simplified, thus insuring a permanent
developnent continued through until the big planting has matured.
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