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Kinds of Assistance

Technical Assistance in Forestry

Service forester Mike Barsotti, right, discusses with Don Carr, Albany, Oregon,
the need to control animal damage to young seedlings by using protective tubes.

Technical assistance is a broad
term applied to many types of spe-
cialized information or services. In
forestry, it can refer to soils, tax,
and legal information, and engineer-
ing skillsas well as forest manage-
ment information of all kinds. Much
of this is readily available, if the
landowner knows where to look.
This circular will discuss the types
of services available and the agen-
cies and individuals who offer them.

State government
agencies

Department of Forestry. An im-
portant source of technical service
is the Service Forestry program from
the State Department of Forestry.
Service foresters visit forest proper-
ties for individuals, prepare manage-
ment plans, and administer Federal
programs on forest lands.

They provide onsite information
about site preparation and tree
planting, thinning, insect and dis-
ease prevention, fire protection, and
other forest management topics.

Probably the most important of
these programs for woodland own-
ers are the Federal "cost-share"
programs, under which 50 to 80 per-
cent of the cost of site preparation,
planting, plantation maintenance, or
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precommercial thinning may be paid
for from funds available through the
Agricultural Stabilization and Con-
servation Service (ASCS). This
program is more fully described in
Extension Circular 1119, Cost
Sharing and Woodland Manage-
ment.

Service foresters also supervise the
Western Oregon Small Tract Op-
tional Tax and the Oregon State Re-
forestation income tax credit.

State service foresters coordinate
with other agencies that provide ser-
vices to landowners, and they help
locate equipment and contractors for
landowners. They also help arrange
for seedlings from the State Forest
Nursery for woodland owners.

The State Department of Forestry
forest practices officers provide cur-
rent information on the requirements
and administration of Oregon's For-
est Practices Act. They provide writ-
ten materials and inspect forest op-
erations on the ground. (You will
need to file applications for permits
to log, burn, or apply pesticides at
the State Forestry Office.)

OSU Extension Service. The Ore-
gon State University Extension Ser-
vice also supplies technical infor-
mation useful to forest landowners
through its educational programs
publications, special courses, tours,
individual consultations, and news-
letters. Bulletins on logging,
thinning, tree planting, weed con-
trol, Christmas trees, and many
other subjects are available from
county Extension offices.

The specialist staff at Oregon
State University supplies a broad
technical information base for
county Extension agents. The Ex-
tension Service is described more
completely in the related publication,
Educational Assistance for Wood-
land Owners (Circular 1154).

Other state agencies. The Oregon
Departments of Revenue and Agri-
culture also supply technical infor-
mation. The Department of Reve-
nue administers the timber severance
tax and evaluates forest land for
property taxes. The Department of
Agriculture licenses and regulates
pesticide applicators and conducts
surveys to control the spread of un-
desirable imported insects.

Federal Government
agencies

Several agencies of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture provide use-
ful technical information for wood-
land owners. The Forest Service,
Division of State and Private For-
estry, prepares various publications
for private landowners. These are
available on request from the divi-
sion's Portland office, or you can
obtain them from state forestry and
county Extension offices.

Specialists in forest management
and forest pest management also
provide information to the State De-
partment of Forestry and other
agencies. Wood use and logging sys-
tems specialists are also available to
provide assistance to the forest prod-
ucts industry and to loggers.

ASCS administers the funds for
the Federal cost-share programs
described earlier.

The Soil Conservation Service
(SCS) provides written conservation
plans to landowners who will join
the local soil and water conservation
district. These plans review property
resources and outline forest manage-
ment opportunities. The SCS also
supplies soil-type maps, descriptions

of soil types and properties, aerial
photographs, and on-site assistance.
District conservationists also help
with the engineering design for
ponds and access roads, and with
erosion control.

Forest industry programs
Corporations in the forest indus-

try supply a variety of technical
services from both individual com-
panies and industry organizations.
One of the most widespread is the
Tree Farm Project, sponsored na-
tionally by the American Forest
Institute; in western Oregon, by the
Industrial Forestry Association
(IFA); and by the Northwest Pine
Association (NWPA) in eastern Ore-
gon. There is no cost to the land-
owner.

The purpose of the program is to
recognize and promote sound land
management. The landowner re-
ceives a visit from a tree farm
inspector. During the visit, the in-
spector reviews the property's
resources and makes suggestions
about management opportunities.

Several forest industry companies
have their own tree farm assistance
programs. Industry foresters will

1982 National Tree Farmers of the Year Betty and Bert Udell, of Lebanon, Oregon.
are proud that their tree farm is part of the American Tree Farm system sponsored by
the American Forest Institute.
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cruise and mark timber, write man-
agement plans, locate contractors
and tree seedlings, or render other
services. There often is a contract
between the landowner and the tim-
ber company.

Usually, the landowner gives the
company "right of first refusal" on
all timber products. This means that
the company has the right to make
the last bid on the timber and to try
to match any prior bids. (Land-
owners don't have to accept the bid
if they can do better elsewhere.)

Industry programs usually are in
effect near the companies' lands or
mills. Weyerhaeuser Company, Pub-
lishers Paper Company, Kinzua
Corporation, Louisiana Pacific
Corporation, and International
Paper Company are examples of
companies that have tree farm
programs.

Foresters from local mills will
also sometimes help landowners mark
and administer a sale and plan the
reforestation afterwards. Type and
amount of assistance varies widely.
The landowner usually needs to
check with the company's log buyer
to learn whether aid is available.

Consultants
Consultant foresters furnish serv-

ices on a fee basis. Services sup-
plied include full tree farm manage-
ment, cruising, appraisal, marketing,
surveying and mapping, timber
marking, reforestation, etc. Firms
often specialize in one or two serv-
ices. The Association of Consulting
Foresters (ACF) is a national organi-
zation; several Oregon consultants
are members. ACF is working hard
to insure that services consultants
provide are both ethical and profes-
sional.

Consultants supply these services
at a more intensive level than most
public foresters. Qualified consult-
ants may also be the landowner's
best contact with local markets and
contractors.

Lawyers, accountants and other
traditionally nonforestry specialists
are also essential to woodland owners,
particularly with income tax prepara-
tion and estate planning.

Cooperatives
A cooperative is a special type of

corporation. A cooperative formed
by woodland owners for land man-
agement and marketing timber is a
type being tried in Washington
County, Oregon. Other cooperative
ventures include fire-fighting, tree-
planting, and seed-collecting groups.
Usually a cooperative allows the
landowner to acquire equipment or
services that would otherwise not be
available (or would be more ex-
pensive) for just one person.

Associations
Landowner associations can pro-

vide technical assistance. Experienced
land managers share their know-
ledge, personally and through pro-
grams offered at their meetings. The
Oregon Small Woodlands Associa-
tion is the principal woodland owner
group in Oregon. Some counties
have chapters that meet regularly.
The county Extension agent or state
service forester can help you con-
tact association members.

Members of local small woodland
associations are also helpful in rec-
ommending local operators, such as
loggers, tree planters, and pesticide
applicators.



Locating assistance
services

You can locate agencies, consult-
ants, and contractors in your phone
book. Look for Extension offices
under "Government Offices
County," usually toward the front
of the book. Look for service forest-
ers under "Government Offices
State" and for Federal agencies un-
der "Government OfficesUnited
States." Consultants are usually
listed in the yellow pages, under
"Foresters, consulting."
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County agents or service forest-
ers can guide landowners toward lo-
cal operators and officers of the
Small Woodland Association.

The OSU Extension Service pub-
lishes a catalog of technical, fi-
nancial, and educational assistance,
Woodlands Assistance Directory,
Circular 1142. It includes names,
addresses, and phone numbers of
banks, consulting foresters, indus-
trial foresters and organizations, and
state and Federal agenices. The State
Forestry Department also publishes
an assistance directory.

Finally, it is important to recog-
nize that not every one of the sources
of assistance mentioned here is avail-
able in every area of the state. Some
areas have representatives of many
sourcesothers only a few. County
Extension agents and state service
foresters are knowledgeable re-
sources for determining what sources
of assistance are available, and where.

The Oregon State University Extension Service provides education and information based on
timely research to help Oregonians solve problems and develop skills related to youth, family,
community, farm, forest, energy, and marine resources.

Extension's forestry program improves Oregonians' knowledge of forest resources and their
options for expanding benefits from these resources. This educational program assists forest
owners, managers, processors, and users in understanding small woodland production and
management and use of all forest lands. Priority subjects are reforestation, growth, manage-
ment, harvesting, processing and use of wood, protection of soil and water, and other multi-
ple uses and values.

This publication was prepared by Martha Shearer, former Extension forestry agent, Washington
and Yamhill counties, and Richard Fletcher, Extension forestry agent, Linn and Benton
counties, Oregon State University. This is one of a series being developed as an Extension
Woodland Workbook. Your county Extension forestry agent has additional information.

Extension Service, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Henry A. Wadsworth, director. This
publication was produced and distributed in furtherance of the Acts of Congress of May 8
and June 30, 1914. Extension work is a cooperative program of Oregon State University, the
U. S. Department of Agriculture, and Oregon counties.

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials
without regard to race, color, national origin, or sex as required by Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. Oregon State Univer-
sity Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.




