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Rats are rather intelligent animalsand exceedingly difficult to catch at

times, as anyone who has had them about the premises can testify. The trap illus-

trated in this circular was built by E. V. Lindros, carpenter in the physical plant

carpenter shop at Oregon State College. It is patterned after traps seen by Mr.

Lindros in his native country of Finland before coming to the United States, and

has proven effective in many cases where poison or commercial traps failed.

The trap is quite simple in constiuction. As shown in Figure 1, it consists

of a plunger supported by a crosspiece across two upright guides. These uprights

are nailed to a base which contains the trigger strip, the trigger projecting

through openings in the side pieces. Just above one opening is a notch which re-

ceives the wood "button" on the string that holds the trap in the set position.

The trigger strip is 1/8" thick x 1-5/8" wide, and is 16" long, projecting

through openings in each side, The tip of the button is inssrted in a hole in the

trigger strip just enough to hold it in place. The weight of a rat, or even a

mouse on the strip will force it downward enough to release the button, which in

turn releases the plunger, allowing it to drop on the rodent below. AU of this

action occurs in a fraction of a second.

Dimensions of several parts are given in Figure 1. These can be varied

somewhat without affecting the principle of operation.

The bottom of the trap is made of 3/4" plywood, although other material

can be used if plywood is not available.
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Figure 2. Trap in set position.



Figure 3. Trap in tripped position.



The trap should be set in front of openings where the rats are likely to

appear. ecause the trap is open on all sides, they do not seem to fear it, but

think they can run right through it, A few kernels of grain can be placed in it

if desired, as a special attraction,

The trigger strip should fit loosely in place, with ample clearance in the

side openings to permit it to move dovnward under the weight of the rat. A small

wooden peg or other retaining device is placed in the end of the strip extending

through the side of the trap opposite the button, to hold the strip In place, The

button must £ it loosely but accurately in the notch above the trigger strip open-

ing in order to hold the plunger up, but at the same time release It quickly when

the trigger strip is depressed. The button is made from 1/4" plywood. It is 1/2"

wide, 5/8" long and shaped somewhat like a kernel of corn. The tip tapers from

the edges and one side to a point which fits loosely In a small hole about 1/4"

square in the trigger strip.

Although its capacity is only one rat per setting, regular use of this trap

will materially reduce the rat population about any home 1or farmstead,


