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PREFATORY NOTE
The Extension Division is indebted to the Portland Commercial

Club, through its former president, Mr. Harvey Beckwith, for the pub-
lication of 50,000 copies of this bulletin . Mr. Beckwith's interest in
the matter, prompted by his appreciation of the conditions, is best ex-
pressed in his own words:

"One of the greatest needs of Oregon is the poduction of poultry
and eggs. During the year 1911, 204 carloads of eggs were shipped into
the city of Portland from states east of the Rocky Mountains, prin-
cipally Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Minnesota-2,203,200 dozen, 01.
over 26,000,000 eggs. At 25 cents a dozen a low price, taken the
year around, this amounts to over half a million dollars. In addition
to the 204 carloads of eggs, there were received in Portland from east
of the Rocky Mountains, 20 carloads of dressed poultry of ten tons
each, or 400,000 pounds.

"Unless the farmers increase the production of this necessity, the
immense amount of money annually sent east will increase.

"Cannot the children be encouraged to engage in this branch of
farming? With a small flock they would be enabled to clothe them-
selves, buy school books and Christmas presents, besides having a little
spending money. Is it not possible, furthermore, for every farmer to
double his present flock of chickens? Were this done many thousands
of dollars now sent east would be distributed among our own people.

"Tne increase of Portland's population in the past ten years was
129 per cent, the rest of Oregon 60 per cent. Do not be afraid of over
production. We need your eggs."

RALPH D. HETZEL,
Corvallis, Oregon, April 5, 1912.	 Director of Extension.

The quickest way to furnish the consumers in the cities with all
the new-laid eggs they want, and at the same time shut out the im-
ported egg, is for the general farmers of the state to give a little more
attention to egg production. There are many different kinds of poultry
keepers and there are many systems and types of poultry farms; it is
well, in studying the egg situation, to have a clear understanding of
the words "poultry-keeper" and "poultry farm."

In answer to questions sent them, the college poultry department



has received letters from about four hundred farmers in Oregon and
from these it is learned tha t t he poul t ry on about half the farms is
cared for by the women: that is, on fully half of those farms the egg
business is the women's bus i n e ss it was also brou-rht out in a great
many of the letters that t-i^e assisted in the poultry work, so
that the poultry keeper may be a man. a woman, a boy or a girl.

The poul t ry keeper m^y he a -en r ral farmer who makes poultry
keepin' a side ivc-ne, rr 1^P r•-• ^, Trho makes poultry keeping an
exclusive business, keeping enough fowls to employ his time fully and
purchasin- his e , e1 s p or r e,.	--n /-e	 1-e one who makes the
production 0* c-	 ^TV'	 •-•	 "r 1.h e may be a fancier
who raises birds for pleasure er	 nr.rposes

1,-;nas 0,There are. therc rcre m a n ,'	 poultry keepers,
There are di fferences in me thods PS wellFirst. there is the extensive
poultry farm: that is the farm on which many fowls are kept on a
lar-e acrea a-e. such as 5.000 hens on 100 a cres. Second, there is the
intensive poultry farms: the farm of small acrea ge on which many
fowls are kept. Third. there is the suburb a n farm. which is the pro-
duct of the electric car service. A city family with rural tastes build
a home in the suburbs on an electric line and with an acre or two of
ground, add much to their income and at the same time enjoy some of
the pleasures.and the health associated with daily contact with rural
pursuits. Here the boy and girl find profitable and interesting em-
ployment durin g spare hours.

These different poultry keepers and di fferent types of poultry farms
all have their places and are all factors in the solution of the fresh
egg problem.

The q uickest way to solve the problem is for the general farmer
to increase his flock and give it more attention. In place of keeping
an average of 50 fowls on the farm, if the farmers of the state would
keep 100 hens the problem could be solved inside of two years, and
four or five million dollars a year added to the revenue of the farmers.

Can the farmer do this? Will he do it? And how should he do it?
The boys and girls on the farm can aid materially. There is urgent
need that the farm be made more attractive to the boys and girls, and
a nice flock of chickens is an attractive feature to every farm. Give
the boy an interest in a flock of chickens and it will give him a greater
interest in the farm.

The farmer and the farmer's boy can solve the problem. First, a
little capital is required. The best capital is the boys on the farm.
This capital should not be permitted to remain idle or inactive. Any
plan that calls for a large initial expenditure may mean defeat at
the start.

If the problem is turned over to the boy to solve, how shall he
start? There are over 50.000 farms in Oregon that have fowls, and the
fowls aleady on the farm must be made use of. But there might be no
fowls on the farm, and the boy may have to buy what stock he wants.
He can go to the fancier and pay from $2 to $10 apiece for fowls, but
that is not necessary unless he wishes to raise stock for show purposes.
It is eggs he is after. He can visit some of his neighbors, inspect their
chickens, select 25 young hens or pullets and pay about $1 apiece for
them. He' can, no doubt, find in his neighborhood good Plymouth
Rocks, Rhode Island Reds or Wyandottes for that purpose. The chances
are they would not be fancy bred or fit for show, but that would not
matter, they would lay just as well. If he cannot find pure-bred fowls,
he can start with some cross-breds and he will get just as many eggs.
He should not buy "dunghills." He can buy two good pure-bred roosters
for about $2.50 each, saving the eggs for hatching in March and
April or early next May, as the hens get broody set them.



If there is no poultry house on the farm, he can build one large
enough for 100 fowls at a cost of $50 dollars or less, or he can build
two colony houses for 50 fowls each for the same amount. The father
will furnish the feed or loan it for the first year.

In the fall, the egg factory will start, and at the end of the first
laying year his financial statement should show about as follows:

PAID OUT.
25	 pullets	 	   $ 25.00

2	 roosters	 	 5.00
Six months' feed for young stock 	 40.00
Three months' feed of hens	 	 8.00
Housing	 	 50.00
Twelve months' feed for 100 layers 	 	 125.00

Total	 	 $253.00
INCOME

Sale	 of old hens	 	 $ 18.00
Sale of 100 cockerels . 	 	 	 40	 00
Sale	 of eggs	 	 250.00

Total	 	 $308.00

At the end of the first year, therefore, the business is more than
self supporting. After paying every dollar he has put into it there is
a balance of $60.00 in the treasury. Besides he has assests that will
total up at least $125.00. He has 100 fowls that should be worth $75;
and his housing $50. That shows a profit of $185.00. The egg yield
was figured at 10 dozen for each hen, which could very easily be ex-
ceeded during the first, or pullet year. The eggs are charged at 25
cents a dozen, and a better price could easily be secured . The estimate
is, therefore, conservative.

At the beginning of the second year there should be a little culling
out of the flock. If the boy is a careful observer he will find that some
of his hens are lazy or inactive; some have become over-fat; others
show lack of vitality and may be droopy; some may show too great
a size or weight; others to small, and it will pay him to market these
and replace them with pullets. If he has been fortunate enough to
keep a trap-nest record of his flock, he will be able with certainty to
weed out the unprofitable fowls. The chances are that the record
would show that at least one-fourth of them are unprofitable layers.
The good layers should be kept two years. The average flock will pay
for two years, but at the end of the second year it should be replaced
with pullets. The returns, therefore. for the second year should equal
those given for the first year. A fairly good flock should average 250
eggs each for two years.

The boy who raises poultry should realize from $150 to $200 net
profit a year from his 100 hens. There estimates are given to show
that there is neither lingering poverty nor sudden riches awaiting the
keeper of a small flock of chickens, but there is a reasonable profit in
a reasonable pursuit of the fresh egg.

FEEDING.
The two main points in feeding laying hens are variety and

method. There is no, one food known that will produce a good egg
yield. The ration must include grains, animal, and vegetable foods.
Wheat, corn and oats are all the grain foods that are necessary. Other
foods, of course, may be fed to advantage if their prices are not too high.
For animal food, milk, fresh meat scraps from the butchers are the
'usual forms. Where the fowls have free range on the farm they usually
find a considerable quantity of animal food. It is a good plan, how-
ever, to keep either milk or beef scraps before them all the time or feed
them all they will eat of cut meat scraps two or three times a week.



The market prices- of different foods will govern largely the kinds fed.
Green food is essential, and should be kept where the fowls can get it
at all times. Fowls with free range will usually find plenty of green
food. In addition they should have plenty of grit, and it will pay to
have a box of broken oyster shells and also a box of charcoal.

It is not all in the food fed; much depends on the method of feed-
ing. The main point in this connection is that the feeding should be
done in such a way as to keep the hens busy or active most of the day.
The lazy, inactive hen is not a good producer. Where the fowls have
free range on the farm they will usually get exercise enough, but if
confined in yards their whole grain should be scattered in a litter of
straw so that they will be kept busy scratching it out. Another point
in the method of feeding, is that it pays to feed part of the grain in a
ground state. About one-third of the grain should be ground and fed
either in a dry mash or wet mash. Good results may be secured by
keeping a box or hopper of ground grain before them all the time in
which there is a large proportion of bran. Slightly better results will
be secured if the mash is moistened with either milk or water and fed
once a day.

HOUSING.
It is a mistake to build a warm house for fowls. A close, warmly

luilt house is worse than no house at all. It would be better to let
them roost in the trees. The only housing necessary or desirable for
fowls is a little shelter from the winds and storms. The nearer they
come to roosting in the open air without being exposed to storms and
winds, the better they will like it and the better they will produce.
One side or one end of the house should be kept entirely open, or, if ne-
cessary, covered with wire netting. Over-crowding the fowls on
the roosts is bad. The roost poles should be kept at least 18 inches
apart and then as many fowls may be put into the house as the roosts
will accommodate. They should, however, have plenty of scratching
room. Three or four square feet of floor space for each fowl for hous-
ing and scratching room will not be too much, especially in sections
where the weather compells them to stay under cover much of the time.

It is very important that the fowls be kept on clean ground.
Where it is necessary to confine them in yards it is a decided advantage
to have two yards for the flock, so that the ground may be kept clean
and pure by cultivation and growing of crops. Clean ground and fresh
air are the best and only medicines necessary for fowls.

FURTHER INFORMATION.
This bulletin is necessarily brief. It is the desire of the extension

division of the college to place it in the hands of every school boy and
girl in the state who wishes to keep a flock of chickens. It is impossible
to give all instructions necessary in so small a space, but the college
wishes first to interest school children and then, if this succeeds, to
furnish them with bulletins on the various phases of poultry hus-
bandry which will give them all the necessary information for the suc-
cessful raising of chickens and the production of fresh eggs. The col-
ege has bulletins on the following subjects which will be sent free to
anyone who is interested enough to write for them:

No. 1. Breeds of chickens.	 No. 3. Feeding for Eggs.
No. 2. Housing of Chickens.	 No. 5. Incubating and Brooding.

A postal card addressed to the Extension Division, Oregon Agri-
cultural College, Corvallis, Oregon, will bring the bulletins or any one
of them. Copies of this booklet may be secured from the Portland Com-
mercial Club or the college.
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